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PUBLISHED WEBKLY
BY L. V. BLUM.

PRICE---T¥o BDollars a Year,
PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.

p&5~ No paper will be discontinued until all
arrearages are. paid, escept at the option of the

Editor.
Six Coples Tor $10
Mo 7. 252
Al payments invarlabiy in davatite,
Any pers ocuring  FIYE new subscribers
and remitting Ten Dollars, will be entitled to a
sizth copy gratis.
4 : TERMS OF ADVERTISING.
One square, (Gfteen lines or less,) first inser-
tion One Dollar, and twenty-five eents for every
subsequent ipsertion. Deductions made in fi-
‘vor of standing advertisements, for a square,as
follows : :

For thrce months, : : 83 50
Fcr six months, : : $5 50
For twelve months, $8 00

Professional or Business Cards, not exceed-
ing five lines'in length, Five Dol'ars a year,—
longer ones in proportion.

Whiscellaneons,

—_—

Sirgular Phenomenon.

The San Francisco correspondent of the New
Yok Spirit of the Times; under date of June
Otb, uotes the following strange phenomenon :

“A most singular metamorphosis, followed
by curious results, showing the effcots of our
climate on some people, occurred here, which
is worth reluting. Abnat four years since s |
man from the Kastern States came to this coun-
try to engage in mining. Ile went up to Tou-
lumne, uud ecmmenced laboring in a claim on
Wood's Creck. In a short time bhis bair,—
which was of a light brown or auburn eolor,—
commereced ta fall off, and soon there was not
a golitary hair- to be discovered on any pars of
his body ! He was as guililess of hirsute cov-
ering as a marble statne. Siogular to relate the
man’s geners) health was during the time
of this peeling. DBut, what is more remarkable,
ihe general physical appearance of the man be-
guh # change rapidly. He was origically
“long, lank and lean,”” but now he began to
agsume . Fallstaffian proportions.  Although a
large boned person, when he came to this coun-
try be only weighed about 160 pounds, but in
seven-weeks after his arrival at the mines his
weight was upwards of 300 pounds.  All things
must bave an cnd, abl so did our hero’s in
crease in size come to a stop. Then it was
that Lis hair begando grow. Bat now, strange
to say, his bhirsute appcaraunce, instead of being
auburn color, are coal black. Instead of sandy
whiskers, he has whiskers as Llack as jet, and
g0 on. One would npaturally think tbat the
individual had grown out of the recollection of
Lis friends. Now, the bero of this singular
traosformation, when be left home, left behind
a wife whom he loved as the apple of his eye.
After residing here about three years, he sent
for her. She came full of love and affection
to meet Ler lang. absent lord. When the
stcamer arrived, a very large wap, with very
black kair aud whiskers, met her and claimed
ber us his wife . She repudiated him. He
remcnstrated and explained. She wouid not

hear to bim, fur shie bad heard of the wicked
nces of this country, and she was cautious.—-
She endeavored for two months to find the hus-
band who had left her, then gave him up for
dead, and returned to her old howe sorrowful
and broken hearted. The metamorphosed
-husbuaud is still here, and bitterly does he curse
the change in the fortunes which so altered the
" “complexion of bis personal affairs, that ev.m bis]
bis vwn wife canuot receognize him. At pres-
ent there is not the least prospect of losing his
supe-abandaat flesh or of bis hair again chang-
ing oolor.”
i —— e
Clerl:s at Washington.—1f we have neglect-
ed Leretofore ta novice ao admirable movement
_ of Senator Hunter, with 1egard to these officers
it has becn solely from a belief that it will not
be effectusl. * He proposes that, in future, they
. shall mot be subject to change upon the inaug-
uration of each new Administration. He says,
doubtless with great truth, that the present
fystem bhas the cffest of thiusting raw and in-
expericneed persocs into important offices, and
infinite derangement and inconvenience are the
" results in every department, at the commence-
ment of every fresh Administration. He pro-
poscs to put all new clerks into t!:e lower offi-
ces, and to promote them for services rendered
and «fliciercy. Nobedy can doubt that this is
o most sdmirable plan. It would not only
muke overy department certain of being weil
served, but it wonld serve to allay, To some de-
gree, the burning thirst for cffice which has
converted the U%o]o country iutg & nest of
- demagogucs. It would swop the quadrennial
rush' 'to.g\\'as]ﬁ'n' , and make many s citizea
- quit politicating, and turn to bard work. But
it'will nét do ~The demugogues want these
offices for rmall change in the game of bribery
and corruption, and they will be sure to keep
. them.—Richmond Whig.
e AR |
{ - Hollucination.—Ten years ago a wealthy
fairmer pamed Simmons, living near Newburg,
on.the Hudson river, had a presentiment that
he woald die on the 24:h of Juue, 1358. Bo
strongly was he impressed with the strange
iden,that be regarded hii ‘deceuse at the time
weationed 2s a matter of certainty. . He select-
rd'a spot for bis grave, bought an iron railing

to surrotnd it, and had a fine tombstone and an ]

 elegaut coffin prepared aud : brought to his
l;ofse.' On Thorsday Iast,’ the day indieated
by tke “presentiment,” he bad a clergyman
and an undertaker at hond; and'at 12 0 slqek
in the-aficrnow, after baving partaken” with
Lis friends of a Learty dioper ; be went to bed
fur thie putpese of yielding up the ghest. . He
tried his lgst v die, but ¢ould not, and was at
~ Inst obliged to confess that he bad beem the
slave of a ridiculous hallacipation. It is ssid
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he People's Press, |

of the post mortem examination, in
- thﬂez’:lni- ieal Journal, the
tdea that was not killed

{h n?g for
it:ol into .-”-gu.t"hqm saye:
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Seraios AT to have fanned

“The body was lowerd at 25 minutes
10, at which time a careful examinstion d:

chest revealed to 7§
pulse of the hoart. A
iy
comnlinu

that side.

“At a few mioutes past sleven, Dr Ellis
comme thesu , at the House of
Hon. he_ﬁod(m ale and the skin mot
tled. A smal

ecchymosia was moticed jist
before the line of the cord on the right side.
The right sterno-cledo muscle was ruptured
through one balf of its thickness. No lesion
was discoverd in any of the othker soft parts of
the neck.

“Av 11.80 a slight but regular pulsstory
movement was observed in the right sube'a
vain vein. Upon applying the ear to the chest,
this was ascertained to procoed from the heart
itself, which gave a distinet axd regular beat,
with a slight impulse, 80 times a minute. The
chest was thea opened, and the heart b
without it n* ‘way arresting the pulsatory
movements. The right oracle was in fall and
regular motion, contrasiing and dilating with
beautiful distinctoess nnd energy. At 12
o’clock, the rpinal cord having been previously
divided, the number of contractions was, 40
per winute, having continued with only »
short intermission regularly up to this time.
“The peculiar ' wmovements of the anterior
wall of the right auricle gradually but oceca
sionally reourred, eithcr spontaneously, or ex
cited by a passiog curreat of air, uotil 184
o’clock. They could at any moment be exei-
ted by the point of the sealpel. '

“At 145 the movements still continued
without stimulons. Five were noticed ia a
mioute, with corresponding intervals. At 2.45
all automatic movements ceased, but the

still responded to the ‘stimulus of the knife
At 3 10 deep irritation of the sama kind was
followed by slight movements. The irritabil-
ity was most marked at the low-r part, where
the vena cavae enter the auricle. At 3.18 all
movements ceased. Oan opeving the beart, it
was found to be perfectly normal. The left
ventricle was contracted ; the right not. No
coagula were found.

“Dr Ainsworth remarked that all the ap
pearances usually cbserved in cases of baagin
were here wanting, and thought that the frst
effect of 1he suddeu fall was a powerful con-
cussion of the brain, which paralysed the bo
dy, as in csses where a blow or fall is received
upon the extremity of the sscrum, and that
dcath occurred afterward from strangulation.
“Dr Clark expressed th~ opinion that as
there was no lesion of any important organ, re
suscitation might poesibly bave been accom
plished by artificial respiratice, &., if efforts
to that cud had beea made immediately upon
the lowering of the body from the scaffnld—
that is, within half an hour after be fcil.”
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MAKING A GOOD THING OF IT.

Some five or six wecks ago we copied the
following parsgraphs from the report of the
Senate’s proceedings :

“A communication from the Secretary of
War was received relative to the proposed pur-
chase of a site for the ercetion of a fortification
for the protection of the barbor of San Francis-
¢o.
¢Mr. Fersenden objected to the price demand-
ed, $200,000, and said he thought the decessi-
ty was pot so urgent that Congress shculd sub-
mit to such an. enormous imposition.

“Mr. Gwin said the site was indispensible
for protection, and henco they should not hes
itate about the price.

“Mr. Broderick declared that the whole
ranch was not worth $7,000. The subject was
then referred to the Military Committee.”

Gwin and Broderick were both Senators from
Califorais, and knew all about the location and
its value. Recalling their antecedents—(Gwin
ran away from Mississippi with the govern.
ment, money, and Broderick was a New York
rowdy of the claess which “ruus with the ma
sheen,”’)—the conclusion was irresistible that
Gwin or some friend of his was interested in
the ranche sud Broderick and his friends prod-
ably interested in some other ranche. -

: gure enough, the last mails from California
bring the San Erancisco Herald of June 5th,
with the following paragraph:— :
By the last steamer we reccived the romor
that it was proposed to rell the Government a
piece of land at Poiot Bontin for the erection
of a fort for the sum of $200,000. Itis a
matter of doubt as to whether the whole eoun-
ty of Marin, in which Poiut Bouitia is located,
would bring that much in the market to day
A ranch embracing some four or five leagues
of land lying along the Bay of San Franeisco
was sold a short time ago for 810,000 or §15.
000. Point Bonitia is & very proper place to
ercct a fort‘fication, but we presume that
enough of land for that purpore could at any
time be purchased for at the utmost $1,000.
It is to be hoped that our Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress wil! preveut the con-
‘summaticn of this bargain. They are sequain-
ted with the value of property in that meigh-

borhood.” _

" We belicve the base was not ordered at
the late session of Congress; probably because
the npp!y of swindles on band, Fort Soelling,

Willett’s Point, &c., was ample.— Fag Obs.
. -

_Curran wasa rare wit, but even he sometimes
met with kis match. He was once examiuing
a cross grained, ugly faced witness from whom
he in vain sought to obtain a direct answer.—

At length be exclaimed—
]t is no use 1o get the truth out of

, for I seo the villisn io your face "'
T aDo" fee Zele the:smgn, Wl
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for the special accommodafion

devi), the the Ground Bhark, the Sand
the White Shark, the Blue , the
mer headed Shark, the Shovel nosed
| and the Tiger Shark. We are to the
book or barpoon of Prof, F. 8. Price
Bee, Esq., sad F. N, Cooness, Baq., for these

cight species. The young of the Nurse Bhark.

”alﬂ" s

Fsq., swaiting the band of the Taxidermist.—
These gootlemen decerve our thanks, nvot
only for baving made these valusbls contriba
tions to our cherished cabinet, but also and
especially tor the service they bave done bu-
manity by ridding our river of so many dfesd.
ed monsters. They bave done s good work,
acd we bope that during the long, lazy summer
afternoons many of these tigers of the deep will
be towed, mangled and dead, to our wharves—
proofs of the prowess, of our ameteur sailors.

The Muscum is also nnder obligation to the
wo!l dirested barpoon of Mr. Porcher for o
pair of Ground ‘s jaws,” snd an entire
skeleton of the same animal. We must not
omit to meation that & highly prised specimen
was contributed several years ago by Cyrus
Feonick, & colored fisherman.

That the jong back bone composed of huge
links, worked by powerful muséles, and the
open jaw through which a man of respectable
dimensions might pags without tearing his coat
sgain:t the terrible rows of testh, deepen the
dread these formidable animals always imspire.
Even to the calm clear eye of truth the Bhark
presents traits apd cadowments that only excite
loathing and fear. Everybody shrinks with
borror from the idea of encountering him in his
own domain. Dut while those who bave stu-
died his habits most closely cannot utter a syl
lable in his favor, and he is saiversally admit
ted to be the ficrcest fish in the sew, always fam-
ishing for blood and flesh, still be is pot quite
so formidable as he generally is suppased to be.
Let us strip him of sll-the power to barm with

which fauey, acted upon by fear, bas inv
bim. Perchance it may help us to keep

swim in waters infested by thess oreatures.

Of course their task like and angular feeth
bave a great deal to do with the feclings to
which we have alluded. Everybody concludes
in looking iuto the ecapucious mouth that all
those tecth srranged ir seven or cight rows
along the upper and lower jaws, come into play
when they are about to close on the quivering
vietim. It is commonly believed that when
his cold blood is warmed for he moment by
excitement be bas the power of erecting all
those teeth lying there flaily upon each other.
We are bappy in being able to prondunce this
an error.  The teeth that bristle along the edge
of the jaws, and from the oujgide row, are all
whose services be can command. The other
teeth are of Do more use t0 bim while there,
thaa they would be if they were in our mouth.
They are disposed in regular rows, esch tooth
lying nearly horizontal and pointing inwards —
Those that compose the last row were a mags
of jeliy when the animal was alive; the two!
last lines are readily indentcd; she other vary
to degrees of bardness; those just behind the
sharp, erected ones, afe smoothly coated with
eoame] and ready for use whenever they shall
be called upon. Nature is ever employed in
manufacturing teeth in the deep, broad groves
of these powerful maxillary bones. We may
analysze the substances of which they are com-
posed, and trace the gradual and beautiful pro-
¢ess up to the time she puts the faishiog touch
upon them. That shiviog frout row, with ser-
rated ‘cdges, can cut smoothly through the phigh
bone ; bat, in his blind rapecity, the Shark
very oftem tries them om substances harder
than bove, abd (bem they are broken. The
teeth in repose on the second row then become
erect and advancing forward, take the place of
those destroyed ; and thus, as ove is lost, there
is always snotber waiting to Jdo duty in that
singularly - «figsive. wurfare he  wages’
Aund slthongh we may never bope to eccnfront
shivering a Sbark tbat cannot bite, beeause
toothless yet we may draw conselation from the
fact that while be bas about three bundred only
about fifty of this terrible namber ean be
brought to bear upon the quivering fesh —
These fifty are, however, always most bappy to
respond to the clamerous demands of his insat-
jable maw ; and one of his bites is a dioner for
a dosen lusly boys fresh from school, The
quantity bo ean gulp s only liuitu_l by the
vast space betweeo his open jaws, for
his mouth can accommndate Gugs sn casy pass
age through his enormous gullet. Asd mo
matter how tough, barl aud hage the wourh-
ful, be never makes » permature call on the
flattened rows, Lut dispensing with the time
eousuming process of mastication, sends it pre-
cipitastly 1o the digestive organs, which nevey
requires soda or bitters.

There is stother fuct we bad well nigh for
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| b in repese. They are covered by

« fhjok ‘Membrane timt effoctually prevents
bous doing barm. Time has drawn away this

integument from the old biescbed jaws in our
soum, bul still if we look narrowly, we will
1 slratk and shriveled slong the inside

dge of the bones.

Let us now pay & visit to the case in the bdst

roow, oo the right of the midlle window fao-

ing the south. This is the repertory of Fossil

man flesh. Our parpose in calling sttention to
these curious and instructive remains, is vot to
discourse upon them, but only institate a com-
parison between them and the teeth that are
vow ravetiofis for Hesl fuw every sea The
White Shark is the most dreadful of afl spefies
on account of bis greater size, fleciness,strength
and ferocity. That bark bose and jaw
sospended over the sea devil, onee belonged to
& White Shark about twelve feer long. We
oeed nover Jear being devoured by ocoe more
than three feet longer than this skeloton. We
are aware they are said o attain a moch greater
size in tropical waters ; but many prasfical and
observant oaturalists for substantial reasons
reject these roports, and balieve the really ter-
rible mousters oo tho coast of Africa are looked
at through magnifying glasses. Well, we 8cd
by measarement, that the teeth of this shark
are only balf joch in leogth; and that
many of the fossil teeth are five and three
fourth inches long, sud weigh two sad & quar.
ter pourds. Profersor Agassis demonstrates
by a simple calealation, that the Sharks that
once used thess, tocth must bave been sixty
feet long ; and he thinks it bighly grobable
that they greatly oxceeded this amazing length.
These leaves in the great history, mot written
by the pen of wan, bring pofore our eyes those
enormous creatures endowed with power to do
wischicl commeusarate with their fearfol size,
snd these fathers beget a fueling of contempt
for their childran that beretofore our fear would
wot let us despise. Why, the very nunliogs,
of this great race wero larger and stronger, and
far wore formiduble, than :hose that now
many s crop of sogulsr teeth, and Sourish all
their days beuneath & Serysky It is delight.
fal to con‘emplate this degeneracy, and we
teel like showin ir posterity thes huge
enamelled relics, and taunting them with their
ignominious inferinrity. 3

It is gewerally and coufidently believed that
the situation of their mouth readors it npoccssa-
ry for all Sharks to tarn on their sides before
they can seize their prey —Some members of
ibe family squalida are obviously subjected to
tkis incouvenience, bat others are not, or at auy
fate 0 & very slight extent. Those fellows
»ith large green gogle eyes on the outside of
their flattoned truncated heads, ¢hat branch out
bosizoutslly, before they make use of the mouth
under this bammer bead, mast dip one end of
this singular structare in the water. The oth.
er species, that take their name from the shov.
el like shapo of the bead, bave likewise to make
this Iateral movement they would silence for »
moment their obstreperious appetite, bat sever-
al other species most fleet aud Berce, on tak'ng
a bite, scarcely tura if they turn at all. We
bave scenm a duzen or more White snd Ti
ger Sharks feeding on a horse a3 it Soated
wards the sea, although we watched them cate-
fully and long, we could not deteet this ineon
venicot movemant.  Passing through the water
with wondrous veloeity, they raised their heads
when they got withio a few feet of the drifting
carcase, exposing their terrible teeth with »
power fearfully sugmented by the momentum
upon the uneonscicus snimal.

The Shark surpasses every other b To
swiftness.—Fe ran ever distanee (he musie
loviog Dolphio of sncient mythology ; and »
wag of his tail will bend bim abead the sharp-
est clipper while vansting of ber speed. But
be is, nevertheloss, axkward and sloggish, and
only displays this awsziog velocity while par.
suing & straight course  He cannot, like our
friend, the Poapoise, rpin roond top Tfashion,
skim the white crest of the billcws, rise sod
sipk with such astoundiog qu ckzess that to
the bewildered eye be scems o bo a living
wheel. His clomsiness is spparent if be bas o
turn, an angle oo matter how oltase it may be;
snd if the ehject, whise tainted breathings has

reached his pose, be so small that sbould
uimuiuiz,h.n-umudgo cirele
be

E “Wieal 1o

for mash of the

in which the mha--ﬁ
fore be exn renew the ‘
whom we are under obligation

information embodiod in this papor tells us that
baones suw a very large Shak try sevenl
1fmes 16 1egale Tie dulory appetite o & string
of patrid Whitieg, Selond it dimppenied. Af
ter esch unsucecsa’sl ¢ a3y be would gtop, theo

wette which beld thewm It is
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yiold | receive this statement with

tara round slowly, snd with great labor, allow-
103 50 much lime to elapse bofore he was ready
for anotlee attomp?, thal bad the fish been alive
they might bave evcape | in spite of the pal
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-d&.ﬂ— of she sen; Dot affer we
bave deprived them of ali the power with which
fear snd fancy bave

that altbough Seet
water, their
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peot, be is an object of universal and
trollable digust and sversicn. He is the
Bation of intense selfshoess, demoniae
| fapecions glattony, and detestible
Everybody tejoloee in
bosom is barted sguing

etuits,

it
£
!
!
:
§
}

¢

|
I

)

¥

3
:
|
i
%
:
E

tenderost heart

be lios ‘rewbling in the
By.

It is said that the Shark snd the Porpoise are
this innate and bitter comity in the usual way.
Wo confess that we have never witnessed cne

;
i
LB

not often oceur.
these powerfaul fish fght, and casmot even refer
our roaders to & pa@ and ink description of one
of these combats, we bave several times hoard
them depioted mast graphieally by the black
professors of 1he piscatorial art. We are aware
that love of the marvellons is a satarel it ie
the Afriesn charseter; but, albeit tho ecolor of

Firat 4 be
ted by mature that
0 any demaod made of

_ bim whiek
T s
_Second.  That

be has 8o consclousnems of
our marrators does not recommend  these‘ne |4 th, begond bis aad
counts toonreradm,htndomﬁhtnfhmd sccording 0 our a‘ \

furce .
Third. That be can, §n
| the Jaws of his nature,

are justifiable in regarding them fabulous, sim-
rly oo this ground. Our suthorities assure us
that the Porpoise always comes mlm“hp pew to him,
from the “foughten Seld;” atd wo are sare that ' . frightfal around,
every one who believes that they do sometimes | does not inflict pain, withsul csusing
try the strength and sharpoess of their teeth | fear.

on each other’s skin, will be gratified with this| A The borse, theugh dwh

: : tics soperior Lo man s,

picce of informativs.  And, indecd, we may soning powers, ksow of right or
cond | of free
dence, for though the teeth of the shark mlr::m
terrible, and bis tail is clothed with wight, phe | tioed upon him, bowever
superior agility of the Porpoise ensbles bim to | I@Positions may Le.

keep out of the way of both teeth and tail.— ' b.:-,unhhu‘l';“l

Why, while the shark is gatting ready to ote | ultios of man to argee the
bis teeth, or clumsily tursipg his hige body, | demanded of him. .lfh
the swift and active Pa*c. deaw bis arm | sidcration bis seperior
oduomn'on‘u.u'um‘..‘..d'“"l‘.““"m
bim, mad with rage ssd pain, through the . ;
crimsoned water. During these combals the to smell everythiog which 1o
Shark very often leaps with quivering tail into| 30 frightfal. Thisis

&

: : : | i sg Aed whes be
uf air, nd'Cui:po hunllhn then the Nj:‘f;:‘m‘:h “I A ha Jooks o
poise uses bis spiracle upoa bim. Of course it ly.hm_bhnu*h

is prepisterous to suppose that be could per | real examisation slone, but must
form such &'feet with bis plowbole ; the trath bis sose before be ia. entirely o
s, the Sbark ia fain thus © take refuge from | 090 8 this is dove, ail s

the vharp attacks of ife brave foe. 9,0 ,L'{’”"-':g’
Cowardice is » distinguishing sttribate of the | orything new to him, that
Sbark, and it is ove we delight to contemplate. | (ot the purpess of
Even tkn&hhhniqhﬂ‘ml“!lhh‘k“"“.
gle eyrs, and bis nowe is commuvicating jabi- |
lant tidings to his ever bungry maw, and with'
the velocity of & sun rsy he cuts the ylelding orgsn by which be cas toush or
tm,lhoviguvumdumbhdo,mr"';"a o
penied with boisterous shoots will keep the | Vo Kew, fros o
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school of them may be kept swimming around  to it) untdl be tosches or foels i
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it might be basardous o presume loog on their | ine seuse of the
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pearl diver cherishes & profosnd
the Shark. Ife will ventare,
s small knife, iato the
team with the largest snd Scromt Sbarks, and
wound aud kill them as cocly ae
the ing oysters from the
toe fricad informs ue thats
man oace Sourished bere, before
the steamer revoived im cor,bsy, who became
widely volorieus for “dariag
sturdy fellow was a fine swimwer, sod be Do
sod Tiout bo vemded about our streets.
exbibited bis prowess in many » conflies,
sobly earned the fithe of Shark
eye was quick o perosive the fia Bated |
ioe, and his heart grew brave sodhie aem|
strong at the weicome sight. He would (heew | 05
biusell into the water near the bend of the ol | S8E SEETATHR TR SERR
vane’ng Shark, srmed op'y with ki trasty ~ latten WP han
koife. The monster wosld drive farioualy at [ soccd she stakin, standastil aed
n-;nsﬁ-.uamulhjm-q- b a3
el bo would move nimbly sdde, sed Ao 13, oetleled o=
the blade into kis vitals, He was victersous in [10F & SRS

every save the last, aad theam his ar
brisk in bis Sat.  Ou.abis . ear hero |9 oeeupy;
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