. stability of the dome.
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THE DOME OF THE NATIONAL CAPI-|
TOL. 1 3

Capt. Frauklin's report upen the dome of the |
Capitol, which bas excited much interest, has .
beeu submiticd to the Sepate. Hc says the |
pressure of the new dome upoo the foundation |
walls is one-Sfty-eixth of the force vecessary to |
crush the materials on which the wdll is built,
and the pressure exerted by it on the smallest |
or wéakest section of the supporting walls is

@

810

83 50

i
{

less thaa ove eleventh of the crushing foree of looking down at itssmooth sides, I thought | a partition of rock separste

the waterials. Thecc resulie are obtained by
taking everything in the most unfavorable state |
of the dome, and under the worst circumstan- |
ces. No doubt is entertained of the perfect

The whole weight of iron work required is
2,700 tops, of which 1,900 tons bave been
erected during the last three years The orig-
isal design laid before Congress was altered 1o
1856, and $100,000 sppropriated in August
of that year, and $500,000 on March 3, 1857.
Avotber change was made last yesr to accom-
modsteMr. Crawford’s figure of Freedom and
its pedestal for the top of the dome, it being
larger than the first de ign.”  The dome cannot
_ be restored to its original plan without large
loxs and retarding the}completion, The sum |
of $301,800,41 ha: beén cxpended on the de- |
nsolition of 1the old dome and progress on the |
new. The balavee on hand is 308,145,59. l|
The sum of $245,000 is requred for the com-
pletion. The total cost will be §901,000, and |
three years’ more time is necessary. '

{

|

e
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A BRONZE DOOR FOR THE CAPITOL,
A lettor from Rome, [taly, says:
¢Rogers ig «ngaged here upon a bronze door
for the Capitol at Washington, whick is to cost
$25,000. The first scene represents Columbus
before the Counci! of Salamanca, unfolding hia
great theory. Io the second he is just setting
out'to seek royal.aid In the third he is be-
fore the King and Qaeen, laboring to convinee
them. Isabells leans forward aond seems in-
terested, but Ferdinand scarcely deigns to heed
‘the visionary enthusiast.” Io the fourth he is
confiding bis son to the care of the monks,
while his ships wait. Io the fifth be is land-
ing in_great state upon St. Salvador. The
sixth is at Hispaniola, where one of the sailors |
s bringieg an [udian girl 1o the ship oo bis |
shoulder. The wext is the great navigator's
triumphal entry into Bareelora on his return. l
Io the succeeding cne he is about to be sent
home from Cuba in chaios and disgrace. The
“last scene of ail”’ is death. The pricsts bave
admivistered to him the sacrament; one holds a
erucifix for hiw to kiss; friends aud attendants |
are weeping around, and the spirit of the dy- [
ing man is about to start on that last great
voyage from which pone return.. In niehes
surrounding these scenes are figures and busia
of various royal personsges contemporary with
Columbus, inclading Ferdivand sod Isabella,
h-!’ s

 ——

Pulestine~The Holy Laod, we are told,
exhibits unasual indications of activity and life,
‘Owing, io a great degree, to the influx of Rus-
sian pilgrims, Jerusalem has become, of late,
one of the most bustling places of its sige any-
where to be found. Reuts have deubled, and
more thau doubled, in the space of a couple of
yoars. Outside of the eity walls extensive fort-
resses, under the direction of the Pacha, are
goiug up, for protection agsinst the Arabs —-
Huundreds of men are cmployed blasting those
ancient rocks sod laying them up in solid ma.
ponry. Wide roads are also constructed, and
several small forts along tke Jaffa road; so
that the country around the city presents as
pusy an agpect as the gity itself.

The New Dime —The new dime has been
jssued from the Mint. It differs from the old
coivage in several respcets. The goddess of
Jiberty is in & sitt'ng position as on the old
coin, but jnstead of the engiroling stars there
are the words “‘United States of Ameries.”—
The words *One Dime’” on the ather side of
the coin are in a wreath of cereals, instead of
the old fashioned wreath of leaves. The new
poin is very peat snd pretty; but in the speci-
mens which we haye seen the .milling around
the edge is rather wiry and ragged,

e Dollas, will be sotilediiB

A Thrilling Cave Adventure.
- I was born and ht::inthe igh-
borhood of the salt wor M y
father was_second engineer, and I fillad

{the situagion of assistant. The scene of
{our mining operations, at the time of the

t which I am going to narrate, was in

a narrow yalley, lying close to the foot of a
alar cliff or rock about ome hun-

feet high. On its bare sides neither
grasa or shrub was to be seen, and scarce
any inequality was visible, whereupon Lz
climber might find a resting place.
faet, it was considered unscaleable for a
distance of about two miles, when it sank
down either end to the level
of the plain. Ascending the cliff, one be-
held on its summit a wide plain, stretchi
off in the distance from the sharp edge o
the precipige, snd from that dizzy point
could look down upon the works of the mi
ners below, close under its sides.

. Upon the top of the cliff which I have
been discribing, I was strolling listlessly,
late one Sunday afternoon, thinking of a
strange and sad circumgtance which bad
happened about a year befpre in our fam
ily. My only brother, n lud of fifteen, had

| gone ' out early one summer morning to
|

shoot pluver on the heights, and from that
hour had never been heard of. When last
seen, he was mounting the cliff, from the
eastern side, and though (when alarmed at

his iong delay) we made immediate search |
{and inquiry, we never gained any further | with a throb of joy, I recognized it as the
To speak of our family dis- |
tress, and my own heart-grieving for my |
well-beloved brother, it is not new my pur-|
pose ; but it was the only subject of my'

information.

thoughts on that guiet summer evening,
when ail the mnoise from the works were
hushed, and the stillness seemed tenfold by |
contrast, !

I approached very near the edge of the
<liff. I was now at its steepest part, and

how terrible a fall would be ; but my bro-|
ther could not have fallen down. In that
case his mangled body, at least, would have
been found.

I was recalled to mysclf by a strange
sinking of my feet. My first confused|
idea ‘was that the soil had given way from |
the edge of the cliff, upon whose utmost |
verge I stood, and that I was abou: to be|
precipitated to tke bottom. Ibecame diz-
sy with horror, for I felt at omce .that I
could not recover myself, so sudden was
the caving in of the earth bencath me. I
made one stamble forward, in a wild strug-
gle to save myseif, felt aringing and crush-
ing in‘my ears, and then I lost all further
sensation.

It must have been many hours before 1
was sufficiently conscious t6' know that I
still existed. Sick and bruised, I was long
unable to raise myself from the prostrate
position in which I became aware, at last,
that I was lying, It was quite dark, and
every portion of earth or stonethat I touch-
ed was wet, and a smell of damp salt per-
vaded the atmosphere. 1 thought I had fall-
en into an exhausted salt mine, but soon re.
membered that I had been standing on the
edge of the cliff. It was an impossibility.
Then came the idea that I must have {allen
to the bottom, and the loose earth and
stones have fallen over me. That, too, I
soon found equally unlikely, and after gro-

ing about some time on my hands and
ﬁneea—é—every moment oue of intense agony
—1 became sure that my prison was acave
of some extent. Too weak to move an{
farther, Ilay down and endeavared to thin
of my position. It seemed a hopeless one.
I was certainly in one of those paves form-
ed in salt rocks, and sometimes found by
miners, ranning far below the earth’s sur-
face. | I bad no idea how far I had fallen
—it might be buta few feet, it might be
many hundred. As yet I conld find no
trace of the ge through which I had
dropped, but I remembered that 1 had a
case of matches in my pocket, and it was
not long before I succeeded in dragging
them out, though it was excruciating pain
to my bruised limbs to move them.

Having no taper, I determined to be
very careful of the matohes, and to improve
the short moment of light during which
one would last. I rubbed it very carefully
against the sole of my boot ; then harder,
 then furiously ; bat it would ignite. Then
| I tried another, with no better snoocess.—
| They were too damp, everything was damp
—the matches were useless. ith a faint
hope of drying them in time, I put the box
into my breast, and buttoned my vest over
it. What with my failure in procuring a
light, and the pain of my bruises, added to
my terror a bewilderment of mind, I
suffered intensely. Through ali, it became
clear to me that, instead of falling over, I
had fallen through the cliff—strange as it
was that hollow ground should occur so near
to the edge without the external wall of the
cliff caving in towards it, The space thro’
which I had fallen must have been narrow,

#kin was torn from my sides, with strips
my clothing—that I could feel. Oh fora
light to examine hetter into my miserable

“jor

alt water dropped from a projecting rock,

discovered that the cave must be nearly
Tund. and not many yards square. Hav-
ing discovered this, I became more collec-
t and resolute, and forced myself to a
calm review of my position. I had to ac-
knowledge to myself, that my only chance
of escape seemed the hole or crack through
which Ibad fallen; but no ray of light
betrayed that spot—earth and stones must
have fulen in and choked it up. Parching
with thirst, and faint with bodily injuries,
I was almost at the point of despair, when
a distant sound fell upon my ear. 1 lis-
tened with intense attention. Soon, more
and more distinctly, I recognized the naise

for my body had been bruised, and thof :
| ba

of machinery, the rumbling of carts, and
the voices of men; then a bell rang, and

morning - summons to the laborers in the
works. A night only eould hive passed
since my leaving the outer world. Had
they missed me? Would they serch for
me ! Alas ! there was nothing to lead them
to suspect the spot of my captivity. I
thought of the strange disappearance of my
young brother—this double bereavement
would kill my poor mother; but still I was
comforted by the knowledge tha: onmly
ﬁ me from my
fellow-men, Now I could almost distin-
guish their voices. I felt that it was vain
to hope that my calls and shouts could be
heard by them, yet I could not forbear
shouting till I was quite exhausted.

Then I reflected on the mesns I céuld
find of digging away the barrier of rock.—

Thy Oil Wells of Pennsylvania,

A ¢orréspondent of the New York Tri-
o Feb. 20, gives the subjoined socount

of the Oil Wells in that vicinity :
ittye I'wrote you last, says the writer, I
have  looking round smoug the oil
wells gt Titusville and in that vicinity.—
Thinking that your resders would like to
know jow the present developements cor-
respoed with DL ictions two months
sinoe, I will give the result of my investi-
pﬂo\!t:ldyon may give them tothe world

gl!nn_h Rock Oil Company by the Seneca

il O¢mpacy, is doi lar business of
wo(:e‘r of pure oil ‘;fr d:;sn Col.Drake is
sinking another well in the immediate vicin-
ity of vhe former, with every prospect of
sucoeRs |

On¢imile below, Crossley & Co. have
found. sbuadance of oil, but are not barrel-
ling aily st present. A few rods below,
Stackyole & Fletcher have found, in addi-
tion kia fne show of oil, & very strong
salt w11, faking two ounces of salt to the
gallon of water. The oil is of no disadvan-
tage &y | the salt water, as it separates more
perfec:ly thsn the fresh water springs.—
This ¥2a great acquisition to this eountry,
as all the salt is imported from the Lake.
The nekt well of importance is the Hib-
bard, ¢t Buttonwood well, Brewer, Kellog,
and ot}ers, proprictors. This well is one
of the $est, and will run about 400 gallons
per daii The. oil of this well is of a thick-
er quality, and will be a better Iubrivator
than thi oils of less specific gravity.

The gext well is the famous “MoClintock
well,;‘i-;reter. Watson & Co., proprietors.
The oil:from this well, daily, is variously
estimagyd from 1,000 to 1,200 gallons.—

The )mriewrs of this well have a large
athount. of oil territory, and are either
boring, or baving bored, some twelve wells
on the ‘hoice points along the banks of
Oil Cre k. They have a quantity of oil
lands oi the Caldwell Creek, one of the
sributai es of il Creek. The indications
on this “sttor stream are nearly as as

It could not be thick, I knew that by my
facility in hearing sound, and concluded
that, as I had fallen close to the e? of
she ofiff, I had sunk SCrAIZHT AW &.4
level of the valley st its foot, and possibly

the wall of my prison was not more than
two or three feet in thickness. But I had
no implement, save my knife, and that was
a slender one, quite unequal to cutting »
passage through even the soft and dam

salt-rock, which formed the partiton. Sud-
denly I remembered having picked up a
heavy iron ox shoe on the wagon du-
rini my Sunday walk. It was still m my|
pocket. With what joy I pulled it out and|
commenced eagerly my work.

I will not detail the agonies of those days
and nights when I worked oun in the dark-
ness, sometimes encours sometimes
nearly hopeless. I could not find thas I
made any visible progress; the sounds
were no nearer than at first, and I was
growing hourly more exhausted from fa-
tigue and burning ‘hirst. The salt air of
the cave inflamed my eyes, parched my
skin and excoriated my throat ; and often [
bad a horrible idea that I should go mad;
but I worked on. I had wound up my
watch 5 times, therefore it must have {een
the sixth day--deliverance as far offas ever.
I had been trying to losen a fragment of
rock which had been somewhat detached
from the strata (this I could only judge of
by feeling.) If I succeeded I should much)
reduce the thickness of the barricr at that
point; but I had tossop and rest before
the final trial. 1 again tried my matohes.
I bhad constantly done so hitherto, but
without success, and but few remained ;
but now the third one thatI tried gave
forth a light smoke, then a lizht blue flame,
and finally a clear red light. I held it
carefully and beheld phin?y the cavern in
which I was immured. It was s small ope,

and sparkling from the saline orystals g# if  ®

L

stadded with jems. ite 0 me Was o
dark object, on a projection of the shelving
rack, and bearing a similarity to the out-
line of & buman figure. [ i bigh the
expiring mateh, and, by its last ray, I saw
a human fage !

In a frensy of impatience I tried the few
remaining matches, in vain; the last one
was in my hand ; more carefully I drew it
over the sand paper ; it burned -only for sa
instant, but in that instant, holding it di
rectly even with the body, I ized the
dead, pale,
lost Henry !

I was again in darkness; with the dead
body and my frersied thoughts. After a
time I resimed fiercely labor at the

py bun
3 :ﬂy in \jor

but unchanged face of my poor | J;

any ie: been discovered. They are also
the yes of the Indian Reservation in
the Sta 3 of New York, where the oil is no

%o’
The o well, Jeased from the Penn-"

used 10 extort’ confession, true
their victims. —This rack resembles »
tor's maw _hub. The vietim '_

£

when cast | ose fell upon the Soor—bavi
the time being jost all contrel of
He was loft Iying as be fell, uatil
resumed its ciroulation, when a chain was
about bis neck and he was led away to
dungeon. He was no doubt convicted of the
crime with which be was s & he was
desirous of kneeling before the Maadarin and
plezdiqtumy, but was not permitted so
to do.

=
k]

—

EF
§18

“We followed the prisocer, and saw him
thrust into a room with some thirty others, all

was very small, excemively warm, and the
steoch from it was, (0 us, uoendurable. The
cell had not a single article of furniture in it,
sod all the cccupants were eutirely nude.
They greeted us with ‘Chia Ohin Tseipsn,” aad
‘Cunsbaw Taipan,” which was ‘How do you
do? ‘Give us a present!”

“We saw slso, on & visit, several couvicted
felons, uondergoing the ‘pu
‘Canque,” which cousists of a square board with
s hole in the centre, and goes together wisk
bioges. Lt'is put upoo the viotim's shoulders,
wi:f his head b bole. The
‘Canques’ are of different sizes and weights,
sccording to the age and the degree of :glu.
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Offenders are frequently com 1o wear
them from four to six wmonths, daring which
time it is impossib’e for them to lie down, and
they are compelled to sit and sleep upon their
bavoches. veral of them bad eaten and
20 long in one that their skin was
chafed through, and they were almost covered
with raw sores.

“Among others whom we saw confined was
the mother of Tai Piag Waon, the rebel
chief, of whom the Mendarios or ‘Imperiali:ta,
stand in fear. They bave never besn

L

ow hEg. | The spring of Parker and|thl s doia: bizy sed Jave cflrnd acee, o
doub

i ‘promise for & few weeks, is now
one of 17¢ best yet opened. I think 800
gallons yer day not a bigh estimate to put
ou thil;‘:ll,, The oil is thin and fine, and
will looks but a trifle inrectifying. Barns-
dall dis of one-sixteerth of their oil
interest for: $10,000, cash, to a company

from Okio, the whole of which, in Septem-
ber, might have been purchased for as ma-|
These are all the wells re-|
ng order, but many.more are |
nearly (pmpleted, and promise well for the
fatare. © *
As I ;yrite, there is & steadily inoreasing
demand for oil territory, and the excite.
ment i : the vicinity of Oil Creek to se-
care o, ims, with a good sarface show of
oil, we .neyer so great, One year sgo,
and thii-quitt valley knew scarcely any-
thing of the outside world, excepting what
was by merchants returning from
the g and the thirty or forty copies of
The T which were weekly received ;
now we get the SBemi-Weekly and Daily.
This ireportant and surprising discovery
of natural wealth is destined to make this
one of the wealthiest portions of the coun-
try. es of all kind are in great
demand; the local trade has increased to
more than fourfold what it was in the Fall.
Capital is being invested in large amounts.
The pepple Bere have no idea of depriving
themselw?s of the advantage arising frem
the infly: of strangers, and seem willinﬁ
snd desiroud that all who choose shoul
share thyir bpportunities of making a for-
tune. Wow four-horso coaches dn&, over
the road aré insufficient to accommodate
the travel, which has heretofore been ac-
)d with & two-horse hack twice »

) ‘ -:.L—, e <

From o G trespondence in the Newark Mercary.

INTEEESTING PROM CHINA,

Prisot. Tdrtares---A Chinese Oourt,
of

¢ Mr L M. Ae
Grmﬂ,ﬁuh:’u;h'hﬂd:'

.
Koag, €} pa, we are permitted to make the
following” n ing extraots.—Th o letter bears

position ; but after all, I did not feel with-
out hope. I could not lose the idea that I
was to hit upon some means or way of es-
cape; if Ionly
nite,and show me the form and sige of the cave.

h:t Barpum's Hll;:l:,;. an ;t:uﬁug event
8 j taken place re department.
‘ On’:!“ﬂu lady snacondas has just been brought

to bed of a charming family of baby snakes,
’: ’,.. . y “ 4 ! I l I .

or

There are about | mysel

Worn out with pain snd thought, 1 must
have slept. I awoke witha raging thirst,
in:drml;;he mﬁm,lh;.lom

ea ipping of water, dragged

f towards &e sound, stretehed out my

hand and drops from above fell n it;
eagerly Tswallowed a few, which burned

uld get the matches to ig- |8

1

i

| &

y brought up on a dainty diet

my throat : they were distilled brine—salt

Imperi JJists bave arrested bis mother and all
bis relatives, as far as they have been able to
trace them. His mother 10 & woman of sma'l
stature and mearly seventy years of age, with
buir as white as snow. She bad beavy chaios
upon her ankles, and a chain alsp sround her
neck, with & stone fastened to the end, which
trailed upon the nd.  The other relatives
of the rebel ohi
females were embroidering, and the males were
knitting undershirts, using small livsen twine.
We likewise saw msny rebels in chains, with
their cars cut off, and ‘others who bad been
hamstruog, who were uoable to rise upon their
fect, but dragged themselves along with their

“We next visited the Mahommedan Mosque,
where we saw charis of ihe pictorial larguage.

~The Mahommedan is a0 immense
brick structare, supm. bave beea bailt
T0 years B. C. Its immense weight bad suak
it iato the ground, so that e could just see
the arch of the door. A tree of quite large
dimensions was growing the top, the roots
of which escrustcd it on oatside. We also
visited & temple where they worship Coafucius
It contains aa image of the objeot worshipped,
asd is the only one of the kind in the empire.
It was ereoted a fow years since as the

tion of Gov. Yebh. base of the image was
shattered by a ball from an Eaglish frigate
while shelling the city in 1856, We viwted
a'so the ‘PFlo Pagods,” which is said to be
1900 years old. There is a tradition connec-
ted with this pagods to the effeot that its foan-
der stated, upoa its connection, that if the top
should ever fall, there would be trouble in
Canton. It so happened that the top of it fell
in Sqnnb-rdelaéﬁ, sod the Eoglsh shelled

the eity in October of the -.-':“’nr e
of & joss-

struck a priest
bim.”
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Kioglom are many.” The posting
side {1 & common practice, ex
n*l_jloma::‘od'ﬂn' tc
Vrangers whe visit the house, or
ing sebtences from the Chivese
are bpld in venerat o smoog the people.’
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Is 1t Possidloe.

W publish in avother column an Editorial
artisls fram the sclames of the
dard, under tbe heading of “ The object of the
iving

L

iote,” in which it i charged
That the or- ':n .
with Black Repu to
crals,

2d, By artfal sppeals to the passicns of the
they seek to secure a sest for one of

were also in chaine. —The| .
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