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A BUFFALO HUNT,
Tt was aealm. beantiful morning in the month
of October. that my friend, Bob Morton and my-
«elf monnted our horses and rode up the north

bank of the South Platte on a hunt atter huffa—
loes. You will understand that- the Platte riv-

}.h‘:!"d nothing to kill him with—not even a pen-
cnife.
His wounid was bleeding profusely, and my
hope was that he might become exhausted first;
but he scemed far from that now, while 1 scem- |
ed very near to it. I knew my strength counld
hold out but little longer; and tolet go was cer-
tain death, The bull wonld suddenly take a
freak, nnd run and bellow with all his might,
dragging me with velocity—then he would stop
and with & terrific snort.attempt to tuarn on mae,
and it was more than I could do with my fail-
ing strength to keep out of his way, nnd sever-
al times his horns rent my clothing.
This state of things could not continue; I
was jerked hither and thither, my arms nearly
pulled from their sockets—worried almost to
death, and abont to lose my hold—when, as the
mad creature pansed an instant, the "sharp
erack of a rifle rang out upon thet air, and the
huge creature gave one plunge, and fell upon
his side in the death-stroggle. ¥al

I was safe, but it eame not a moment too
soon. I, too, fell to the ground, more dead

C
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was solicited to add my name to those of many
esteemed gentlemen who had signed'a petition
| for my pardon, and an assurance was
that on my doing so the President would r
my liberation.

declined to sign the

jeet to the inuxcnsub?;
which Dr. Craven has but faintly
When, nfter two years of close confinement, I
was admitted to bail, as ofien as required Iap-
peared for trial under the Indictmen
against me, bat
do not
quashed, on no application of mine,
ever evaded or aveided a trial upon any charge
the general goyernment might choose to hring
agninst me, and I have no yiew of the fatare
which makes it desirable to me to be incladed

as a general guestion, I would be gladgosee
the repeal of ull laws inflicting the penalt
political disabilities on classes of the )

When elosely confined at Fortress Monroe I

given

Confident of the justice’of our
ause and the rectitude of my own cordact I
tition and remained sub-
privations and tortures
described.—

t found
in which Mr. Blain’s fictions
The indictment was finally

appear.
nor hagve I

n an amnesty bill. Viewed in the ahstract or

e,

er, at St. Venin's, makes a great hend—the riv- | tl

wmn alive. The sequel is soon told. It was

er nbove the fort running almost due north, =tnt|+
turning almost due cast at the foot. We thought
wo would ride up the river a_few miles, and |
then, striking northwest into the .broml open
prairie, whore we should be most likely to find
onr oanfe! return by = short ent across the
prairie to the fort; though it made little differ-
*moe to us wheiher we returnegl to-night or to-
niotrow, as we were accustomed to camping
out.

We rode up the river until almost noon, see-
ing many decr and wolves— for one l:llllld.h{lrll—
1y ride througli this tall grass a mile without
seelng them—yet, ns we were not looking after

s

Bob who had siaved me.  He had been more
fngunate than I. and aftec a hard chase had
lled his game, and then looked ronnd for me.
The first thing he saw was my horse without a
rider, and then he discovered me in the dis-
tanee elinging 6 the _bull’s: tnil for dear life;
and putting spurs to his horse, he came to.my
assistance. It was sometime before he eould

and to affix penalties according to pre-existing
legisiation. :
our people is unjust snd impolitie.  If the fet
be equality and the pur

the citizens of the x] States, canvietion nv
sentence without a hearing, without 2(He-
tion, and uffixing penaltics by ez post leg-

that it might, ns prescribed by the constitution,
be left to the courts to hear and decide causes
The diserimination made against

pose be fraternity amon

Charch was disp
ing posi

| and Brooklyn the fury of the storm vented it-

shoot, for fear of hiting me; but he finally sue-
ceeded in planting a pall directly in the ani-
mal's breast.

After resting, capturing my horse, and secur-
ing my fevolver, which I easily found where I
fell from the horse, we sat down to smoke anil
relate our adventures.

this kind of game, we paid no attention to them
until nearly noon, when, feeling somew hat tir-
ed and hungry, Bob, who was an cxcellent shot,
killed a fine buck; and, dismounting, we made
s most delicious meal on the young tender ven-
ison.

Mounting, after dinner, we struck northwest
across the brond prairie, where with the exeep-
tion of the tall grass, there was not 2 tree or
shrab on alfthat vast expanse, except along the
river bank.

A Defence Against the Charges of Mr. Blaine—

-

Jeff Davis Speaks.-

The Motives of a Politician—Efforts of the Con-
Sfederales to bring About Exchangs—Er Post
Facto Legislacion Crilicised. '

It was about four o’elock in the alternoon,
¢ were. beginning o get discournged.
Linking of turning our horses’
hen we discovered the

just ns w
aml we weret
heads towards home, w
objects of our search. They were two buffa-
_Joes quietly feeding on o little rise of the prai-
" rie—the first rise we haud discovered since leav-
ing the river. We were now many miles from
where we haul left the river at noon, but hoped
we were not far from the fort by a direct route
across the prairie, though we did not know how
far. neither of us having been ont there before.
o Harrah, Fred!” exclaimed Boh, patting
spurs lo his horse and g_ullin;: exeited. = Naow
for some sport, and buflaloes’ tongues for snp-
per,” and away we went ab i reckless break-
neck speed.
Our game wasa long distanee off when first
Adiscovered. and had disappeared over a rise in
“the prairvie, and was ont of sight, *
We ngreed to separite ns soon as8we reached
the top of the ridge, amd_each take our game
and charge down upon them and eapture bath,

Jeffirson Davis has written the following let-
ter to Judge Lyons, of Riclimond, Va. @

NEW OnriLeans, La., Jan. 27, 1876.

Hox. JAMES LYONS:— .
My Dewr Friend :—Your very kind letter of
the 14th inst. was forwarded from Memphis
and lms been received at this place.
I have been so long the ohbject of malignant
slander amd the subject of anserupulons filse-
hood by partisans of the class of Mr. Blaine
that, thourh I eannot say it has become a inat-
ter of indifference, it has ceased to exeite my
surprise, even in this instance. when it reaches
the extremity of accusing me of cruclty to pris-
oners.  Whit matters it to one whose oliject is
personal and party advantage that the vecords,
both Federal and Confederate; disprove the
charge; that the country is fuil of witnesses
who bear oral testimony against it, and that the
effurt to revive the bitter animosities of the war
obstruets the progress toward the reconcilia-
tion of the seetions® It is enongh for him if
his self-seeking purpose be promoted. It would

if possibhe.  As we came dashing up to the top
of the hill they discovered us and immediately
ook to| fight. DBuffaloes can run very fast.
putwithstanding their weight; they scem to
gather momentum as they proceed, and are not
easily run down.. We made our choice imme-
dintely and gave pursnil.

My herse was flect but the tall grass tangled
his feet, and I had # long hard chase before 1
came up with myfgame. I paid no atteniion
to Bob: his game had taken n diffevent dirce-
tion from mine, andewe were soon widely sepa-
rated.

ANer & Wiard chase, T came pear enoogh. T
thought, to venture & shot—perhaps, if T did
not kill him, [ eonld cripple hiny, and thus stop
him somewhat in his mad career.  Throught
my rifle to my shoulder quickly; but asd fired
my horse stumbled slightly, his feet having be-
I(-u'mt- tangled in the grass; amed I missed my
'aim. but struck the beast in the shoulder instemd
of the heart; and the ball being large. made a
terrible wound, from which the blood flew in a
stream. , o _

This maddened him; and turning quickly. he
charged with a terrible half snort, and haif
rear down upon we. My horse was tuken'by
surprise und frightencd; andin springing part-
Iy to one side, as if to turn shddenly and fly
nway from:the mad ereature, his feet eanght in
the tangled grags. and he fell, throwing me
many feet over his head.

The fall did not hurt me, and I was on my
feet in an instant; but before I could reach my
horse he was up and ‘bgunding away over the
praivie, Jeaving me to my fate.

I had no time to think whether T fancied the
gituation or not, for the mad bull was upon me
almost; and with n look of despair after my
flying howse, I ran, I knew not whither, but
with an nstinet of self-preservation; all this
happened in an instant I had hopeil the mad-
dened ereatnre would pursue my horse; but
not so—the buffalo knows well who is his worst
enemy. 1 wus fleet of foot; for I had run for
my life many.times; but the tall grass impeded
my progress, and-I knew I could Dhold out but a
few moments. \

I saw not the slichtest chance for my life.
Here 1 was, mpon this broad ocean of prairie;
Bob was, I knew not where, nor had time to
look ; the geass tangling my feet and taking
away my strength, and a wounded buffalo
within 2 few yards of me, and gaining upon me
at every bound. )

I thought of my revolver, and that T wonld
sell oy life as dearly ns possible. I always
carried it in my belf. and perhaps I could throw
it over my shoulder and shoot the bull in the
eve. I had no hope: of the ball doing him any
hurt if it hit Mim smywhere else; for you must
know that these animals always have a thiek
mass of luir on their forcheads, that is so mat-
ted together with sand and dirt, that no ball
from a rifle will penetrate it. T knew if a ball
from my revolver struck his forchead, it would

have no more effect than the wind blowing

against it.

I put my

was gone, the senbbard was empty. It had

probably fitlen out when I was thrown from

my horse.

It was with A fodling somewhat of despair
that I found it gone. 'It seemed as if there was
nothing but denth Before me; for how could I
hope to escape fronr, or cope successfully with,
n wounded buffnlo—wounded, as I knew! in no

vital part, hut sufficiently to madden him?

1 conild hear more plainly his half grunt and

half snort elose upon my heels—and could fee

his breath upon my h:\civc
wonld be npon me—wou

benenth Tiis-feet,

heaven,

At that instant my feet beeame (‘l-'lh.'li"l::l(.'(l and |
I fell; the maddened ereature had just toucheéd-

me as I went down, and was under such terri
ble hoadway that he passed dircetly over m
without touching me.  As his tail brashed ove

:y face 1 grasped it and was dragged to my
topping suddéniy, attempt-

But T haad 2 new lease of
I helil on to his tail with o death

feet, ns the buffalo, s
ed to turn upon me.
my life.
grasp, and was dragged round and round.

You miay smile, dear reador. but the tailhol
wis my fast ehanee now. and I held on with th
grim determination, while the bull wheele

rapidly roand and round. roared, snoffed, snort-
mwed the ground in his terrible rage,

ed nn
but conlid not shake mie off.
Bat what should T do now? I knew I coul

not hold on to him Tong, us my strength was

nearly exhausted, having run s far before Ifel

pd_fo my belt; bat my revolver

—in apother instant he
Id pierce me with his
_short stumpy horns—would grind me to the
earth with liis monster head, and trample me
I indeed felt that my time
had come—that ne_earthly power could save

lhowever, seem probable that such expectations
must be disappointed, for only those whao are
wilfully blind can fail to see in the circnm-
stances of the ease the fullacy of Mr. Blaine's
statements.  The published fact of an sttempt
to suborn Wirz. when under sentence of death,
by promising him a pardon if he wonld erimi-
nate me in regard to Andersonville prisoncrs, is
conclusive :s_to the wish of the government to
make sach a ¢harge against me, and the failure
to do so shows fhat nothing conld be found to
sustain it.  May we not =ay the evidence of my
innocenee was sneh that Holt and Conover,with
their trained band of stborned witnesses, dared
not, make against me this charge—the same
which Wirz wonld not formliis life make, but
whivh Blaine for the Presideéntial nomination
Jias miide? g N
. : . TAE LEADING FACTS. ™
- Now let ns review the leading faeisof the
case. . The report of the Confederate Commis-
sioner for the exchiabie of prisonérs showshow
persistent and liberal were our efforts to sectwe
the relief of eaptives. Failing in those altempis
I instructed Gen. R. E. Lee to_go, under a l{:;g
of truce, and seek . an interview .with General’
Grant; to represent to him thé saffering and
death of federal prisonérs held by us: to ex-
plain the causes which were beyoml onr con-
trol. and to urge in the name of humanity the
observance of the eartel for thesexchange of
prisoners. ‘To this, as to all previous appeals, a
deaf ear was turned. I will not attempt from
memory to write the report made to me of the
inciacnts of this mission. Lee no longer lives
to defend the canse and eountry he loved so well
and served so efliciently, but Gen. Grant cannot
fuil to remember so extraordinary a visit, and
his objections to executing the cartel are well
known to the public. But whoever else may
choose to forget my efforts in this regard, the
prisoners at Andersonville and the delegates 1
permitted them to send to President Lincoln to
plead for the resumption of exchange of pris-
oners cannot fail to remember how willing I
was to restore them to their hemes and to the
comforts of which they were in need, provided
the imprisoned Soldiers .of the Confederacy
should be in like manner released and returned
to na.

THIS FOUIL . ACCUSATION
thongh directed specially ngainst me, was no
doubt intended ‘and naturally must be the ar-
raignment of the South, by whose authority and
in whose behall my decds were done, It may
bo presumed that the feelings and habits of the
Southern soldiers were understood by me, and
in that eonnection any fair mind would perceive
in my congratulatory orders to the army after
a victory in which the troops were most com-
mended for their tenderness and generosity to
the wounded and other’ eaptives, as well the in-
stincts of the porson who issned the order as
‘he knightly tem;ic
was addressed. It is admitted that the prison-
ers im our hands were mot as well provided for
as we would, but it is claimed we did as well
as we could.

necessary to offer two facts :—
First—It nppe:
ted States War

died in Northern prisons.
Second—The want an
: sion tosend out cotton nnd buy supplies for them
The request was granted, but only

that the eotton should besent to New Y
the supplies be bought there. General Beale

and distribute the needfnl supplies. Our sym

pose to the sufferers.

gire for the
the Sonthern 1)
forgiven much of the wrongs
be less so among their invaude
er expmple of t
less able to forgive
cnuseless-wrong, It is not, howe
among those who braved the haz
that unrelenting vindicfiveness is tol

e
r ople Liave forgotten muceh, hav

they bore.

d
e
d

e found

BKULKERS OF TIIE FIGHT,

r of the soldiers to whom it

Car the other side say as much?
To the hold allegations of ill treatment of pris-
oners by our side and humane treatment and
adequate supplies by our opponents, it is only

s from the reports of the Uni-
Department that, though we
had 60,000 more federal prisoners than they
had of Confederates 6,000 more of Confederates

nd sufferings of men in
Northern prisons eaused me to ask for permis-

on condition
ork and

now of St. Louis, was authorized to purchase

: i atinctiveld T-bro: it | pathy rose with the occasion and responded to
me and instinetivel§ T-breathed a prayer 0 & qin uds, not waiting for ten years, then to

vaunt itself when it could serve no good pur

-~ Under the mellowing influence_of time and
occasional demonstrations at the North of » de-
restoration of peace and good will

If it
rs it is but anoth-
e rule that the wrong doer is
than he who has saffered
ver, gunerally |
wrils of battle

The brave are generous and gentle. It is the

islation are part of the procecding which had
its appropriate end in the assumption by Con-
gress of the executive function of grnting
pardons. To remove political disabilities,
which there was not legal power to impore,
was not an act of so much grace as to form a
inusible pretext for the reckless diatribe of
Mr. Blaine. The papers preserved by Dr.
Stevenson happily furnish full proof of the
causes of disease and death at Andersonville.
They ave now. I believe, in Richmond. and it is
to be haped their publication will nct be much
longer delayed. T have no taste for reerimina-
tion, though the sad recitals made by our sol-
diers returned from Northern prisons can never
be forgotten; and you will remember the ex-
citement they produced and thie censorions
publications which were uttered against me be-
canse I would not visit on the hdlpless prison-
ers in our hands such barbarities ns, according
to reports, hiad been inflicted upon our men.—
Imprisonment is a hard lot at the best, and
prisoners are prone to exaggerate their suffer-
ings, and such was probably the case on both
sides: but we did not seck by reports of com-
mittees with

PHOTOGRAPIIC ILLUSTRATIONS.

to influence the passions of our people. Iow
was it with our vnemy? Let one example suf-
fice. You may remember a published report of
a committee of the United Stntes Congress,
which was sent to Annapolis Lo ¥isit some ex-
changed prisoners, andwhicl had appended to it
the photographs of some cmaciwted subjeets,
which were offered as samples of pfisoners re-
turned from the South. When a copy of that
report was received 1 sent it to Colonel Ould,
Commissioner for the Exchange of Prisoners,
and learned. as [ anticipated, that the photo-
eraphs, as far as they conld be identified, had
been taken from men who were in our hospi-
tals when they were liberated for exchange,
and whom the hospital surgeon regarded ns
convaleseent, but to weak to be removed with
safety to themselves. The anxicty of the pris-
oners to be sent to their homes had prevailed
over the objections of the surgeon. But'this is
not all. For I have recently lewrned from a
priest, who was then at Annapalis. that the
most wretehed looking of these photographs
was taken from n man who had never been a
prisoner, bat who had been left on the “sick
list'" at Annapolis when the command Lo which
he was attached had passed that place on its
southward march. Whatever may be said in
extenuation of

SUCH IMPOSTURE
because of the exigencies of war there can be
no swch extuse now for the attempt of Mr.
Blaine, by gross misrepresentation and slander-
ous aceasation, to renew the worst passions of
the war, and it is to be hoped that, much as the
event is to be regretted, it will have the good
eflect of evoking truthful statements in regard
to this little understood snbject from mer who
wonld have preferred to leave their sorrowful
story untold if the subject conld have been al-
lowed peacefully to sink into oblivion.
Mutunt respect is needed, for the common
interest isessential to a friendly union, and
when slandenis promalgated from high places,
thre public welare demands that truth shall
strip falschood of its power for evil. 1 am,
respectfully and tridy your friend,

JEFFERSON DAYIS.

>

Fandango in South Florida.

Among nclass of illiterate and yulgar people,
inhabiting that portion of South Florida between
the Withlochescoote River, and the Everglades,
much display nnd frolics are kept up during the
Christmas holidays, even aside from shooting
big guns and drinking whiskey. These people
are not very remarkable for their good qualities,
and industrious habits, yet among thomselves
they scem ngreeable, and enjoy the fruits of their
Inbor finely. As an aunt gathers in its food for
winter, so these people may be seen gathering
in their productions, and prernring for a gener-
al feast—to continue while Cliristmas lasts, Al-
thongh hard pushed to make a living by grab-
bing palmetto roots and tilling Florida’s sandy
s0il, yet daring these jolly times they regard
not expense, but rush head-long without any
thought of the future. They wonld let slip the
Jast dime for a pint of the *‘over-jovful,” ora
quarter of a pound of powder. The night be-
fore Christinas may be heard a general firing
off of big guns, followed in order by the loud
and shrill whoops issuing from thetront mouths
of the merry Floridians, which is re-echoed un-
til the sound is gradually lostin the pine-forest.
This is an indication of a merry Christmas, and
a welcomae to the worshipper of bachus.

| the New Jersey const ¥

jored the wine.

From the Baltimore Sun.

. The Storm.

_ The northwestern hnrrieane that came down
from the direction of Lake Superior during
week before last, was one of the most violent
disturhances that has ever, perhaps,been record-
ed in this country. Exccp{,ieﬁnn instances have
occurred of loeal storms mid tornadoes of great-
er force. hut cases are comparalively rare of
land storms extending over a vaster area of
territory, nnd maintaining thronghout so great
a maximum of violence. Some ndequate iden
of the effects of this great hurricane may be ob-
tained from the accounts published of its des-
structiveness here and elsewhere. It will be
sgen that in Baltimore alono upwards of three
hundred and filty houses were unroofed, besides
damage inflicted to other property. Great
damage to churches and other buildings in
Frederick City and coanty, Md., are reported
in onr special dispatch from Frederick City. In
Washington City, where some fifty houses were
unrpofed, the steeple of the Metropolitan M. E.
rm‘bd, and remnins in a lean-
tion. At Cohoes, New York, a steeple
containing & full sot of chimes was entirely de-
molished ; alsn a steople in Webster, Massacha
setts; a Catholic church was destroyed in Woon-
socket, R. I.; n stage upset on the rowd near
Plattsbnrz, New Y., and n dwelling house in
Atinntie CitysNaJo, domolished.  In New York

self mainly upon the roofs. All along the path
of the storm telegraph wires were protrasted,
At one time there was bat one wire nnbroken
between New York and Washington City. Con-
siderable damage is reported at Philadelphin,
inclnding injury to the towers of the Agricultu-
ral Hall and the New York building on the
centennial gronnds.  In the extreme north and
northwest n blinding, driving snow added to
the dread grandenr of the tempest. So far but
little damage at sea has been reported. A nom-
ber of vessels are reported ashore on Cape Hen-
lopen, Del., including the schooner Ralph
Howes, from Belfast, Me., for Baltimore. On
esterday a lnrge foreign
leark was seen ashore. The full extent of the
aamage at sea and on the coasts, however, is
no doubt yet to be learned.
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Wine Without Grapes!

At the session of the International Vitienlta-
ral Congress, in October, 1874, at Montpelier,
France, M. Saint Pierre, professor in the medi-
cal school of that eity, by invitation, give some
facts in regard to the fabrieation of imitated
wiues, n branch of business which had of Iate
rapidly developed in Heraull, especially at
Gette and Meze. The product of this manu-
facture i® mostly exported, the bulk being sent
to Russin, Denmark, Hollend, England. and
North and South Ameriea. Cette nlone makes
nearly 8,000,000 gallons per snnum, worth
abont 15,000,000 francs. Two-thirds of this ag-
gregate aro consnmed in Ameriea.  The only
wines that can be suceessfully imitated are
those rich in aleohol, such as the wines of Spain
and Portugal. 1t is not true that grape juice is
the only thing omitted in the composition of
these wines, ns that is the cheapest ingredient.
Nor is coloring matter nsed to any extent, as
the wines to be iimitated are white. LThe Por-
tugeese formerly colored their wines with El-
derwood, but abandoned it on finding that it in-
The imitation of Spanish
wines utilizes n large amount of chieap wines in
the South of France the production of which has
leen stimulated of late years. These wines
show scarcely 11° of aleohol, but with the nddi-
tion of syrup of mulberry and alcohol the
P 4 p- T .
strength is mised to 21°. The professor, with
great frankness, pleads for thd encourngement
of this industry. The members of the Congress
visited Cette and Meze, and inspected several
manufictories.  One of the largest at Cette had
then storeil 280,000 gallons in ecllars containing
from 80,000 to 100,000 gallons. The total val-
ne of the whole depusit is stated at £40,00C.
The cost of storage, including casks, &e.,
amounted to £26,000, abont 8s. for every 22
gallons. At Meze one establishment astonished
the visitors by the vast extent of ils cooper
shops, and its steam engines of great power
pumping the wine from great cisterns into the
casks.— London Gazelle.

Fifteen Whisky Conspirators Sentenced.

In the U. 8. Court at Indianapolis, on Tues-
day, the 1st inst., the following persons were
sentenced for Whisky Ring operations by Judge
Gresham: Philip C. Eberwine, George T. Sim-
onson, David M. Lewis, Harrison Miller, Wil-
lianm Munford. Hiranm B. Sanyder. Alfred M.
McGuft, John E. Phillips, each two years in the
Southern Indians Penitentiarv, and to pay a
fine of £1,000; James K. Ilill, three years in
the Penitentiagy, and to pay a fine of $1,000;
Thomas Robb, one year in the Gibson County
jail, and to pay = fine of $1,000; Heary Jacques,
Cliristopl.er Coconour, John F. Crisp gnd Den-
nis Reilly, each, six months in the Gibson coun-
ty jnil, and to pay a fine of $500; George Ha-

an. six months in the Vanderburgh county
juil, and to_pay o fine_of $500. Several of the
“prisoners pleaded their bonorable wounds and
faithful service in the army, and varions other
reasons in mitigation. Judge Gresham admit-
ted the unpleasantnesss of his daty, bat conld
not allow sympathy to make him forget the
erime they had committed. He drew a decided
contrast between the officers of the government
and distillers. The former are trusted servants
in the pay of the United States, while the latter
are not trusted but are watehod by government
officials. Therefore the former ought to have
increased punishment. Those officers who lind
betrayed their trost should have two years in
the penitentiars and pay a fine of $1,000 each.
James K. Hill, Depaty Revenne Collector, pro-
 tosted his innocence before God and the world.
{ The Judge in sentencing him to three years in
the penitentiary and to pay a fine of $1.000 re-

marked, tha his erime was of deeper dye be-
eaunse of his high position in the goverment ser-
vice. In passing sentence on those who had
been laborars about distilleries, the Judge agnin

These plays, as they arve called, are given ev-
ery night from one house to another. as long ns
a chicken can be found, a dust of meal remnins
in the tub, or a tomato in the patch. They
make no pretentions to ‘extraordinary fine ta-
bles, rigged of with *flour doings,” &e., but nre
satisfied if there is enongh for the young and
merry leaving the scraps and bones for the old
folks and children. They go nat for feasting on

the plays and making merry the night,

‘their play
In the winter of 1875,

L

tion, but Christmas passed and I received none

night. I met Mr. Smith at a country storo, Ant
by making several strong hints, reeeived anin
yitation. Victorious in my design, T mountes
my horse about dusk, with the ¢xpectation o
witnessing that night the rare eapers and ma

nuevers peenliar only to back-woods men.

2 sky was tinged with aric

ed fromehe setting sun. But these are “wo
of space, I must desist from them, and hasten t
the fandango, where

Girls and boys merry and tight,

Had their fun on New Year's night ;
While 1 with eager gaze—

Paid particular attention to the plays.

enbin, with an entry  between,  with sdoors i

tented field.  They mand
the separation of the States,
be expected to promote the confidence

d
I.

d

will essential to theiv union?

tlie Blaines, who displiy their flag on an un-
u no sacrifice to preyent
Why should they |
and good

front of ench other leading ount )

was sitonted in a tie
asy potato pateh at the

| in front, a gre hack,

l few slender guaver sia

1

dainties and witnessing the crowd but to join in

Having heard of these people gnd their pro-
cecdings, I had a great anxiety Lo attend one of
s and witness their peculiar actions.
I had occasion to visit this
section of country, and accordingly ‘¥ availed
myself of every opportunity to solicit an invita-

However I still had hopes, for T heard that one
Mr. Smith was to give a purty on New Yeur's

It w na benutiful winter eve, the western
h erimson color, cans-
rds

The house was n very common double-log-

n the entry. It
Il with @ few orange trees

ks at one end and a cow

remarked the difference between their crime
| and that of the goverment officers. and gave
| them six months and £300 finc, with the excep-
| tion of, Thomas J. Robb, distiller, whom he gave
| one year in jail.

1

The Practical Farmer recommends the follow-
ing wash for the bodies of fruit trees: *One
ounce ‘of copperas to eightor ten gallons of wa-
ter forms a good wash, and is advised for trial
18 n preventive xgainst blight.

a wash that cleans off ail insects, and leaves the

old broash.

genious mass. It was acold, windy night, and
on account of several boards heing

a cordial welcome.

from a youngster and out of the ring she goes

went about thus—calling the fellow in the ring

repeated several times and ending thus:

One pound of
bleachers’ soda and one gallon of water forms

trees with fresh, young-looking, healthy bark.”

pen at fhe other. On my right as I walked in
the entry stoad an eld-fashioned side-board, or-
namernited with n eracked looking-glass and an
In one end of the eabin wns the ta-
ble, and in the other was the nssembled hetero-

nock

from the erncks, the wind had n fair cirenlation
throngh the house and kept it well ventilated.
Not being accustomed to astend such frolies, T
wns rather Iate in arriving, andere I got in
sight of the house, I heard the voices of the as-
sembled crowd, loudly and barmeniously ming-
ling together in a play song.. The sound re-
verberated throngh the still might air in an ex-

alted melodions strain and | mhd AWRY,
causing a perfect calm a d. Then might be
heard n loud noise. similar to “mzkm of an
angry voleann, or the lond detomation of the
“Olympian Jove? himself. What eaused this
noise was & mystery to me at that time, bat on
arriving and entering the honse, I could im-
mediately accounted for the naise. '

Mr. Smith met me at the entry and gave me
‘ I stood n tgt:‘e con-
fronting doors and with astohishment looked
on at the jovial crowd. The girls and boys all
had on their Sanday fixings, and were then
joined hand in hand, forminﬁ a circle and sing-
the same melodious tane, which I heard when
at a distance. Now . thin when they get
ﬁum .h'.'m u“' ' L 3 F: was
the noise I heard—and sare epongh I did, for at
the end of the vesse, the youngster standing in
the ring, walked up to his true love and “‘gave
her one of the allfiredest busses, right stap in the
mowth,” that I ever witnessed. They then start-
ed aronnd hand in hand again singing, with
that girl in the ring who had réceived the buss.
At the end of the verse she takes another kiss

enving him in there.
I was very much amused at the song which

L3 lll)g H

*A dog in the garden eatch him if you can,’

“Je'll bite ns good as any dog can.”

Then he kisses his girl and sends her in the ring,
with the naume **Rose, Pink, Beanty,” or snch
like tasty names. Every fellow also, as he en-
ters the ring is ealled *“*snake, goat, sheep,” or
such animnis as they are supposed most to re-
semble. They continue this game until the ring
is reduced to two and they wind up, by kissing
ench other as often ns they see proper.

Aftler watching them through one game, I
dashed my hat in a crack. marched boldly into
the room nnd took an active pait in the game.
At first | enjoyed it splendidly, but I soon be-
gan to find out that there was sach a thing as
“having too mueh of a good thing.” I kissed
and was kissed and was kissed until my whole
natare rose up in disgust, and I left the prem-
ises about miduight, wishing I pvas at home or
somewhere clse, for the trath of the whole bus-
iness is, I was sick.

Yours traly,

Y. E. Lesox.

The Capitol at Washington.

The Capitol never was so attractive. Itis a
noble hlding, and vear by year all that is his-
torieal in it takes on more charm of age. . The
historieal pictures, full of stiff fignres, and bed -
tifizl by splendid ecolor, which surround she ro-
tunda under the dome; the old Hall of Repre-
sentatives, with its sintely pillars supporting
dingy g allerics, and its new statues copiributed
from the different States. and the dark, warm
corridors leading from the centre towards the
wing—all these ave charming.  Then (always
with the consciousness that countless tons of
symmetrical marble and iron are impending in
five architectural forms above your head) you
descend to get your oysters in a restanrant, or
to study frescoes :long the vaunlted cellings and
the walls. Crypt below the surfice of the earth,
where Lincoln lay in death surrounded by sen-
tinels and tapers, the swelliug dome anbove.
where in the midst of your eestacy you are ask-
ed to buy ten-cent photographs; the Supreme
Court room, with its row of stately Judges talk-
ed at townards five o'clock by lawyers all the
worse for the Inck of dinner, are Among the many
interesting places in a place which I have re-

solved to some time deseribe in detail, con
amore.
Outside everything is changed. The old,

high iron fence around the grounds on that side
of the Capitol looking towards Pennsylvanin
avenue has been removed. Off ench end of the
Capitol whole blocks of building have been rais-
ed, and the spaces thus made are laid out with
wnlks and flower gardens. This open space
tributary to and dignifiying the great building,
is in some places singularly beantified.
The eastern front of the Capitol looks out on
a scene entirely changed. . Where once the
trees of a dishevelled park wavedl, and in the re-
mote distance the statue of Washington was seer
to glimmer amidst the foilinge, there is now au
orderly arrangement of grounds, and a vistd
opening out from the central Capitol front up
along a mnagnificent broad avenne stretching
far away. Years henee enthosiastic Washing-
tonians say, this avenae will be lined with mag-
niticent dwellings.

——

A Colony of Midmen.

“The town of Gheel, sitnated in the province
of Antwerp, has been for six centuries an
abode of madmen, and tradition even takes the
story back eleven centaries. There are 11,000
people in the place, and they have charge of
1.300 lunaties from abroad, who are boarded
aronnd in the ‘amilies, and trepted with great
consideration. The children from youth are
fumilinrized with the business, and all the peo-
ple know how lo manage those committed to
their care. The inhabitants are all, so to speak,
engaged in the swrveillance of the Junatics.—

b

is unfit to receive Voarders. The lunatics are
disposed of by the inhabitants according to

their wenlth or stations, wealthy patients being

the poorer.
dangerous lunatics are not

Consumption of -ﬁ'heat in Rngland.

In Mr. James Caird's annual letter shoat the
c?re:d crops, there are some intercsting statis-
ties about the English consumption of whest.
Previous to 1860, the anaunl breadth of Briifsh
wheat land exceeded 4.000,000 acres, wwhen the
population was barely 28,000,000. The average
breadth during the last cight years is? 200,000

ccn.-s less, while the population has inereased
A

) 32,000,000. The produce of 3.000,000 acres
uf!ureu;:n land sufficed for our wants before
1870, that of 4,500,000 ncres has been consumed
in each year since that time. The consumption
of wheat in the United Kingdom in the year of
1874.. may be stated in ronnd numbers of 100,-
000,000 cwt., in the following order of supply:
Home growth, 50.7; United States and Canada,
31.5; Russian, 5.8; Germany, 4.0; Chili, 2.2;
FIIEI"IOP. 1.1; other conntries, 4.7; totil, 100.
This is subject to considerable fluctuation. Rus-
sin sometimes rising to 18 per eent.. .l Amer-
ica, so recently as 1872, falling to 12. But on
the average of the. last six |yenrs, the Uriiteds
States and Canada have takon the leading pince,
and Ruossin the second. The conntries-of Wes-
tern Europe—Germany. Franee, Denmark, and
Spain show, he says a declining export, either
fur a greater home consumption or lessened pro-
duction. The mainstays are the United States
and Canada and the Black Sea ports of Russia,
whose rich and unexhausted lands, with a com-
paratively sparse population, finds a profitable
outlet for an abundané surplus in the United -

Kingdom.

Pastures Meadows and Lagwns.
A Southern Indiana correspondent writes:

“Orchand grass, Kentacky blue gtiss and white
clover, and, if the ground is low or moist, add
red top, and you have the finest and most pro-
ductive pastare fnown among extensive stock
growers, as it requires no reseeding, but im-
proves in quangity and guality, carrying more
stock ench suncceeding year—invalaable for
woods and pastures, and should be- extensively
sown in the burnt forests. ILeaving out the
Orchard grass (as it is too rank and rapid a
grower.) you can have the best mixtare that can
be formed for kawns, yards, ete. Orchard grass
alone makes the most profitable memlow, as it
is immensely productive, makes exeellent hay,
and twice as much of it as timothy, for a termn
of years. With us timotoy and clover cut only
about two good crops. and frequentl y but one.
To sow corn, millet. Hlungarian grass or some
other substitate every yearortwo, to make up
for his lost clover or timothy crop. is very dis-
couraging, it being expensive as well as annoy-
ing. Orcharl grass’is the remedy, and is dve-
tined at no distant day to  stand at the head of
all grasses for pastare or hay.—Ez.

Items of Interest.

A singular death touk place the other day at
Lincoln, in England. A grocer named Picker,
whe keeps fowls, was last week fewding them,
when a1 bantom cock sparred him in the lex
thumb. . Mortification set in, and all efforts L
save the unfortunate man’s life proved wnsvail-

One of the greatest social punishments that |
can be inflicted on a family is to declare that it

sent into the better families, thie poor ones to
Of course the very iwmoral or
thus disposed of.—
The cures average from sixty to sevent -five to

ing.

Senator Sharon has sold his San Franeiseo res-
idence to W. 30 Brien, of the bonanzt fiem of
Flood & O'Brien, 8212.500 This price ireludes
three 22,000 chandeliers, the £5,000 single piecs
enrpets, 3,000 fireplace, gold eoal seutties, and
other necessaries of life in the way of furnitare,
which cost Sharon altogether $65,000.

BREADSTEPE'S IN EUROPE.—

The Mark Lanc Erpress, in ils weekly re-
view of the grain trade, date:d Jan. 31, says:
“The damp weather during the past week
has bronglit the price of native wheat down
nearly a shilling more. The overflowing gran-
aries make millers temporarily mastors, of the
situntion. The Paris nprket has nuiintained i
prices for both wheat and flour.  The markets
of Belginm, Hollaud and Germany sre very
dull.

It is remarkable that the first month of thi<
eentennial winter closely resembles that of 1776,
The journals of that year speak of the nunusual
mildness of the season. It is even said that twe
lack of the usnal ice in Boston harbor prevented
Washington from crossing his forees and ate
tempting a sarprise on the city, and the Amer-
icans were enabled to continnallvsend forth ves-
sels from all parts-of the harbor to the West In-
dies for ammunitions of war,

A correspondent of the Rural New Yorker
days: “Set a tomato plant’ into each hill of en-
cumbers or melons, and yon will have no tron-
ble from the striped bngs that are so destroe-
tive to these plants.  Theplants e b tied to
stakes, and if well proned when Jarge, both
subjects can proceed with their fruitiug without
detrlment to vne another.” Try it.

Whisky prodaction in the United | States for
the last six months of 1875 was less, by ore
than' 2,000,000 gallons, than during the corres-
ponding six months of 1874 This decrease is
attributed to the seizure of distilleries at the
West. Consumers of this popalar fluid will not
soffer any serions apprehensions so long as the
present standard of production is maintained,
which is more than 26,000,000 galluns for the
last six months of 1875.

Touisville has been amused by a row in a
fashionuble boarding honse. A boarder refos-
ed to cither pay his bill or to go nwuy until the
month for which he bl bargained for had ex-
pired. The'landlady was told by the Iawyers
that the money was not legally dne until the
end of the month, and that she must folfil her
part of the contract before she could sue him.
She next took the eause into her awd hands, put
damp sheets on his bed, fed iim on viamds, and

it s whining puppy in the room next to his.
le retreated after three days of endurance.

Dauring our civil war, the several sceeded
States nsed at first distinetive State flags. In
March, 1861, the Confislerate Congress mlopted
' the so ealled **stars and hars, composed of threo
| horizontal bars of equal width, the middle one
white. the others red. with a bloe union con-
taining nine white stars arranged in a eircle.

the hundred. Gheel is divided into

their hands.™

Learn About the Pulse.
Every intelligent person shoulil know ho

An old farmer says of his boys:
teen to twenty, they knew more than
twenty-five they knew as much;

-

|
1

i
11

ty-five, they asked my adviee

the old man does know something.
L

The drath of old ex-Governor Weller, of Cal
ifornia, has revived this anecdote of him: Wel

shipwreck.
nsked b
much.

0

-

thing but my reputation.™
- Governor,” sxid the friend, yon travel w
the least baggnge of any one I ever suw.”

—_——-

n

A wit once asked a
ed in the dramn of life.

“1 mind my own business,™ was t
reply.

H Y

“ From six-
did; at | have some iden of the ease.
4 at thirty they | uow the healthy | puise of eacly child—as now
were willing to hear what Thad to say; at thir-
e 3 and I think when | g, or fast pulse, and the very case in hand l
they get to be forty, they will acknowledge that | o0

ler was nnfortunate emongh to be eaughtin a
Arriving nt San Francisco, he was |
y » sympathizing friend if he had lost

‘th

he tart

by comparing it when he is

be of that peculiarity. An infant's pulse i

one hundred and forty; » child of seven years.
| abont eighty ; and from twenty to sixty years,
beats 1 minute, deelining to sixty
A healthy grown person's pulse
beats seventy times a minute. There may be
to sixty; but if the polsc al-

it is seventy
at foar score.

|

good health down
ways exceeds serenty, there is a disease. Th
mnchine is working itsell outy there i

fever or inflamation somewhere, amd the bod

< Lost everything," said Weller, “every- | e qing on itself—as in consumption. when

ek, that is, over sixty, gradaall

the pulse is qui
hanees of eare, mt

inereasing with descreased ¢

til it renches one hondred and | twenty, whe

| death comes before many days. When 1l
mise is over seventy for months, and there is

peasant what part he nct- slight cough, the Jungs are affceted.
Noah was probably the only man who ever

went to sea for fear of being dgowned.
'

onr dis-
triets, each with its overseer and physician.—
Large sums of money are spent in the place by
the patients, and families generally arve always
desirous of having one or more lanatics on

w to
ascertain the state ot the pulse ir heakh; then
alling, he mny
Parents shoald

| and then a person is born with| a remarkable

| “The resemblance of this to the “stars and stripes”
| led to confusion and mistakes in the ficld; and
‘ in September, 1861. = battle flag was adopted,
ared field charged with a blue saltier, withs .
parrow border of white, on which were display-
ed thirteen Lwhite stars. In 1863, the “stars
and bars"'were supplanted by a fiag with s white
field, having the Laulc-ﬂng for a nnion. The
flag of 1863 was found doficient in serviee, it
| being liable to be mistaken for a flag of troce §
| and on February 4, 1865, the outer liaif of the
fic!d heyond the union was covered with a ver-
This was the last flag of the

| tieal red bar.
| Confederacy.

Nineveh was 14 miles long 8 miles wide and
| 46 miles round, with a wall 100 feet high and
| thick enongh for three chariots sbreast.  Baby-
Ton was 50 miles within the wallz, which were
| 75 feet thick and 100 feet high, with 100 brazen

gates. The Temple of Ihana at Ephesus was
' 196 feet to the support of the rooi—it was 100
| years in building.  The largest of the pyramids
| was 481 feet in height and 833 fect on the sides.
T The hase covered 11 acres.  The stones aroe
¥ abont 80 feet In lenath. and the layers are 208,
It employed 350,000 men in buililing. The Iab-
i}‘rinlh in Ezypt contains 300 chambers and 12
{finlls. Thebes, in Egypt, presenis rnins 27
| miles around, and contained 350,000 eitizensani
1€ ¢ £00.000 slaves, The Temple of Delphos was so
A vich in donation that it was plondered of 850,
| 000,000, and the Emperor Nere earried away
from it 200 statnes. The walls of Rome were
B3 mwiles round. &
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