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votes cast, and ‘somb :
turn any at all; and so on through the
list. Itis to the last degree discourag-
ing to those who earnestly desire to do
something for the public good to find
that those whose speeial duty it is to
help will not do so, and ean refuse to do
so with impunity. )

As to the work of the agricaltural ba-
rean, I desire to eall your attention to
the suljeet of our forests. 1 will not
undertake to point ont the many and
mosg important functions which they
fulill' in the cconomy of nature, and
which the investigations of scientific
meRake. oxerg. day bringing to the at-
tention of the world, but will content
myself with referring to them ns a
source ‘of wealth, health and fertility,
and to.the fact of their rapid and waste-
fu! destruction. Depleted as they are,
our forests ure to-dny, perhaps, worth
more intrinsieally, properly managed,
than the lands they stand upon; whilst
the value of those especially which shad-
ow the highlands round about the
sources of our rivers is simply incaleu-
Iable considered with reference to rain-
falls. dostructive floods, &c.The proof of
this is plain to any ono who has observ-
«d the condition of those valleys whose
hillsides have heen cntirely stripped of
timber and converted into that shame of
Southern agriculture—old fields; and
yet, in the face of the increasing value
of timber and the decreasing value of
the lands from which it is ruthlessly
swept, the destruction goes on.  Many
counties alrendy feel the evil keenly,
and not many years hence, if some rem-
edy be not applied, the outery will be
genernl. I confess I do not sce my way
clear to that remedy. I am aware of
the difficulty and the danger of interfer-
ing ‘with the owners’ legal right to do
what he pleases with his own. II he
sces proper to cut down all his timber,
dry up the springs which feed our
strenms, and precipitate his soil into
their echannels, changing Lheir cur-
rents and deluging all the low lands
below him, and impoverishing himself
and his children, I ean’t sce how he is
to be hindered. But the people of oth-
er nations are finding means by bonuses,
exemption from taxation and other de-
vice {0 restore the forests and denuded
lands; and many of our counties are
ndopting Inws, with regard to inelosing
the lundsy the effect of which is to re-
duce the expenditure of timber for farm-
ing purpeses to the minimom, As
gunrdiars of the interests of an agricul-
turnl people, T commend this whole sub-
ject to your serious attention. I am re-
quested by the board of agricalture to
say that they concur in the recommen-
dations of the commissioner.

I call yourattsntion to the report of
Dr. Ledoux, Dircetor of the Fertilizer
Central Station. It is gratifying in the
extreme,  you will perceive, that the
quality of the Fertilizers sold in the
Siate has steadily improved, and the
marked valoe of the improvement
amaunts to more than $100,000 in two
vears. This is enused obviously by the
fuct that. knowing their wares were to
be subjuected to a rigid scientific test, the
denlers were carcful to make them come
up to the mark, and ‘many others have
quit the mark altogether.

PENAL AND CIIARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

I am happy to say that the affuirs of the
Penitentiary and the two Asylums have
been well managed by their respective
boards, and are in o satisfactory condi-
tion. The Deaf and Dumb and Blind
Asylam makes perhaps n more satisfne-
tory exhibit than it has ever done since
its establishment. With nlarge increase
of pupils there hias been a deerease of 16
per centin the total of expenses. As
you will see by the Superintendent’s re-
port, with a reduced appropriation from
former years, the Board of this Institu-
tion have saved £15,056.12 out of the
amocnt with which they have erected an
elegant and much needed addition to the
main building at a cost of $7,576.53, and
have still to their credit in the Treasury
- $7.489.57. e

Though results have not beén quite so
sutisfaclory with the Insane Asylum, yet
vn the whole it hias done well. Notwith-
standing, the number of its inmates have
increased and some extraordinary and
costly improvements have been made,
cxpenses have been kept down, and it
has lived within its appropriations. I
recommend that the Board be anthosized
to build on the grounds a separate resi-
dence for the Superimtendent, and that
his pay be fixed in cash ns arv the sala-
ries of all the other princlpal officers of
Lthe various institutions of the State. 1
also recommend the repeal of section 29,
chap. 6, of Bmttle’s Revisal, under which
the State pays for the transportatiorn of
patients to and from the Asylum to
whom the Clerks of the Superior Courts
will give a certificate that they have not
property safficient to pay their own ex-
penses. Under Uintinet the State is of-
ten imposed upon shamefully. It is the
nature of publie chiarities to invite such
abuses, custom legitimizes them, and
they become a base for still greater abus-
es. The only safe way i to use the
‘knife promptly on their first appearance.

1t is known that muoch of the laws as
they mow stand en the statute book in
relation to cach of the Asylums and the
Peniténtinry were abrogated by the de-
cisions of the Supreme Court in the liti-
gation conecerning their management
about 1872, and some legislation has
been had since in consequence thercof.
The laws now have to be read with the
decitions of the court to arrive at their
meaning,  Implication has :also Lo
be resorted to in order to supply the de-
ficiencies. This minkes it extremely in-
convenient for the Board and ull con-
cerned, who sometimes have to consult
counsel before performing n plain duty.
I recommend that the various ncts rega-
Iating _these institutions be re-enacted,
striking out those features declured void
by the.court, and the whole simplitied
and conneeted s0 as to be casily nnder-
stood by all.

e work on the Western Insane Asy-
lam bas been folly commensur:ie with
the appropriation. The repor: of the
Commissiongrs will give all the partie-
ulars. No work ever undertaken for the
State has been done better, or more
cheaply, and when finished all it sur-
roundings ‘considered, it will. in the
opinion of many, be the most desirable
Institution of its kind in the Upnited
Stalés. I trost a sufficient appropriation
will be minde to finish the wing now so
near completion, and farnish it for the
receplion of paticnts. This can he ilone
at an early period of the summer of 1880,
and will give much relief to many dis-
tréssing cases which cannot find room
_in the asylum at Raleigh.

For reasons well known to all who
are, acguainted, with the state of the
treasury, but little has been done toward

g an asylam for the culored.—
Annppropriztion of $20,000 was innde
by the last Legislature, but no tax was
leviedo raisc mouey, and at:an carly
da treasurer notified me that he
ﬁm my warrants.  Unwilling
to townrd an so much
- needed, Iappointed a of commis.

fo-| sioners, as the act required, and request- |

'ns it could be remo

ed them at least to select a location and
make a beginning.

as being near the center of our colol
population, and purchased a beantiful
site containing 170 acres on the railroad
and Little river, within one mile ol the

is farming land. A design has been nc- |

After proper delib- earnings, by

eralion and examination the b-(}anl final-Jof !

Iy located the nsylum near Goldsh forw
L ]

porting. goar
town, for $5,000, a large part of which | :)1(:;50 been for the

of Maj. Wil-
be seen tmt the
nles as engineer,
avearge number

market.
son,

1 nearly $100,-

per apnu for the years

1B77-"78, be 00 per an-
num, per ha we cost of sup- |

ersecing them |
tilme about $98,-

Their health been excellent. !

nong of the $20,000 a
col®ed insane asslum,
the 8om given to the
asylamow idhout of
All otl

iated to the
ti'l:.mil-'t.m of
estern insanse
A

is o;ll)‘ in regard to
priations, and is to

cepted and the foundation of the build- | As nearly as can be ascertained their | table 1w the lengthening of the liscal

ing laid, as will appear by the report of |
the commissioners. It now remains for

you to provide menns to erect the build-

ings, which I respectfully recommend
be done. The care of our insane is n

heavy and growing burden, bat human-

ity and the constitution are alike imper-

ative that it shall be done at State ex-

pense. Let us not try to evade a plain

‘daty, but face it manfully, using due

care to prevent extravagnnce, and waste

in the manner of dving it.

THE PENITENTIARY.

The penitentiary system of doaling
with our crlminals is comparatively new
in this State, and as it is now by far the
most oostly of all our institutions, and
is almost daily becoming more so. eve-
rything pertaining to it is deseryin of
your earnest attention. The main idea
of such a system is to punish offenders
with hard Iabor, either to reform or de-
ter them and others from the cowmis-
sion of crime. The economic problem
is to make this labor support the insti-
tation. The plan adopted at present is
much more than doing this if the work
being done by the conviets was paid for
in cash. The mamber of convicts now
on hand and their distribation is shown
by the report of the very competent and
energetic board of directors and super-
intendent, sent herewith. The able foree
kept in the enclosure has been constant-
ly employed upon the walls and build-
ings, and by placing a cash valuation
upon the work dune, it will be seen that
they have earncd handsome wages over
and beyond their keep. The returns
from those engaged on the various rail-
roads show greater wages, valuing their
work by engineers’ estimates. These
estimates are very liberal toward the
company for whom the work is done,
yet it will be seen that the convicts hiave
earned more than feur times the mini-
mum fixed by the Legislatare at which
the companics should be charged.

YALUE OF CONVICT LABOI. ’

From this we may draw some valua-
ble conclusions: )

1. That convict labor is almost if not
quite as valuable for road construction
as hired Inbor.

2. That conviet labor is more valuable
used in this kind of work than employ-
ed at trades and mechanieal work in
close confinement. _

3. That the health and general tone
of the cenvicts is'belter in ontdoor work.
Influenced by these considerations T am
irduced to say that, in my opinion, it is
our policy to provide labor for them on
public works altogether, after the com-
pletion of the penitentiary buildings,
leaving within its walls only such »s
from fecbleness or the .nature of their
crimes cannot be sent ontside. In addi-
tion to the Eompletion of the roads be-
gun by the State, and to wbich labor
hias been already assigned, there are a
number of loeal railroads and turnpikes
greatly desired in many parts of the
Siate, agd valuable swamp lands to be
drained, at which convicts might be em-
ployed with great profitto the State, the
counties or communitlies supporting the
convicts. - I think that whencver any
county or community will obtain n char-
ter for building a railroad or n turnpike,
or draining a swamp or dyking a river,
and will undertake to support the hands
they should be given the convict labor.
There are many fertile valleys of great-
cr or less extent, remote from railroad
facilities, such as the groat valley of the
Yadkin from Salisbury to Patterson,
wliere well-to-do  farmers 1 am sure
would be induced to attempt the build-
ing of narrow gaunge railroads il they
were given the nccessary labor; and
many excellent turnpikes would be con-
structed as feeders to our railroads, and
many rich swamps might be drained in
tho same manner. In this way the in-
creasing coust of the penitentinry woulid
be kept down, and a vast benefit to the
people be accomplished.

DYEES FOR THE ROANOKE.

.~ Asa further illustration of this iden,
I beg leave to eall your attention to the
sitnation of that rich and once product-
ive region, the Roanoke country below
Weldon. At one time the Egypt of our
State and a sonrce of great wealth to
our people, those splendid and inex-
hagstible lands are fast becoming a wil-
derness by reason of the destenction of
the levees which confined the Roanoke
within its banks. In the demoralized
state of labor there and the reduced con-
dition of the planters, it has been found
impossible to replace them, and the
whole region will be lost to the Siate for
generations if_something is not done to
reclaim it. If the counties or citizens
interested will undertake| to support the
convicts and their guard, I recommend
that sufficient force be fuenished them to
rebuild those levees and thus rescue
that important portion of onr State from
ruin, and enable the citizens thereof to
recover Lheir prosperity, and increasc
frc:uly the public wealtll. Itis entire-
y practicable as I am informed.

RAILROADS.

The public works have been pushed |
forward with energy and cconomy. 1
regret exceedingly that the inanagement
has not been able to have the cars o
the Western North Carolina Railrowd
running across the Blue| Ridge by this
time, =as was confidently expected
when your predecessors adjourned. No
energy or determination has been wuant-
ing, bat insnperable dbstacles were !
found in the nature of the country and
the insufficiency of funds, Naked labor
can make little progress in such work
as cutting a railroad track through our
Western mountains, unajded by all the
modern applinnces and material now
used in such operations, and which cost
more money than the company coald
command. Owing to the geological pe-
culiaritics of the formations through
which the track is cut, vast slides of
earth and rock, some of|them as great
ns fifteen acres of surfage, have been
continually falling into l“ll.‘. track as fast

| But the work
is now almost done, @ay+light is nearly
throngh the great (hnmel. In a few
weeks from this day the engine will
pass the summit, and the track can be
completed lo Asheville easily by mid-
summer. - |

Owing to the condition! of the treasu-
ry. I did not purchase the whole amount
of iron which I was aunthorized by law
Lo buy, though greatly tempted to do so
by the low price for which it was offer-
cd. About twelve miles of rails unly
were purchased, the cost of the whole
being o little over $75000. The re-
mainder of the appropriation will fur-
nish the iron necessary to reach Ashe-

spect will _enable the work to be done

si:uply that the lnst Legislature
ed lﬂ:’nppro ' ;

$140,000 ap

ville unless it should riso| greatly in the

lhoW.H.U:_R.B..h.hunw

net earnings, deducting everything and |
inclading the sick, the womey and .zli
others not at work ‘on the nﬂ] fraofm
any cause, is $121.50 per hand. |

the Wwhotd the “experfent of von
structing that road by the convict labor
has been n success. I hope it will be
continaed, the namber kept up nnd eve-
ry necessary step taken by your body to
finish the road to its Western connce-
tions as heretofore agreed npon.

The squad of hands employed on the
Georgia nnd North Carolinn Railread
has finished grading to the town of
Murphey, in Cherokee connty. [ have
received no official report of the work.

Col. L C. Jones, President of the
Western Railroad, makes a very flatter-
ing report uf the progress of the work
done by thwe convicts on  his line.  Eav-
ing determined lo extend it in the di-
rection of Greensboro, the company be-
gan work ater near Egypt ‘in March,
1878, with 100 cunviets, and there is a
good prespect of soon sceing this road
completed to Greensboro. It will open
out u fine seetion and be n great benelit
to the country through which it passes,
to Fayetteville and to Wilmington. The
bands on this rond have earmsl net
about §  per head. :

The Chester & Jenoir Narrow Gange
Raidoad Company has finished its line
to Dallas, in Gaston, county, amd the
grading to Newton on the Western
North Carolina Railroad. From that
point to Lenoir, the greater part of the
grading is done, and the work is be-
ing pushed with encrgy. They have
been furnished with fifly conviets, and
the number has been Kept wp. [ cor-
dially commend this enterprise to your
favor.

It is reaching out in the direction per-
haps more impowtant to the welfure of
the State than that of any eother rail-
road, except the Western North Caroli-
nn. It notonly points towards the most
reaarkable and extensive iron and cop-
per mines in the South—Cranberry and
the Ore Knob—but also the salt, lime
and plaster deposits of Washinglon
county, Virgiriia, the chenp importation
of which would probably de more to
renovate the agriculture of our State
than anything which could perbaps be
devised. 1 regret to say that work on
the Spartanburg & Asheville Railroad
hans been suspended, just as it has at-
tained the crossing at the Bine Ridge
into the benatiful valley of the French
Broad. Two hundred hands had been
kept with that company under. a con-
tract made before I came into office, st
a small hire, which contract was re-
speeted by my board antil last Septem-
ber, when finding the company in » fail-
ing condition, and unable to pay, the
hands were withdeawn, and placed on
the Western North Carolina work, be-
yond the ridge.

The Atlantic & North Carolina  Rail-
road lias been environed with diffienl-
ties ever since wy accession to office,
some of which were cailed W the alten-
tion of the last Legislature: a suit be-
gun in the State courts to impench the
validity of the mortgage bonds, on the
ground of usury, was followed by a
counter suit in the Federal courts W
foreclose the mortgage and sell” the
road. These have at length been com-
pronmiised, on terms which it is thonght

will enable the road to live awd meet its
inteaest promptly hereafter, the necu-
mulated interest being funded, and time
of payment extended, tho bondholders
surrendering 810,000 of bonds and eon-
pons to be cancellad. When it eame
into the hands of the prescat board, it
wastapparently in the last extremity of
exbaustion. Its road-bed, track and
bridges. worn out and unsafe, its rolling
stock run down, ils employees unpnid,
its interest really twelve months io de-
fault, and a floating debt of about $27,-
000 due—all this has been changed.—
The road-bed, bridges and rolling stock,
are now much improved; the floating
debt bas all been paid, employees are
paid off weckly, arrangements made to
adjust its bonded debt, an old tax debt
due the United Siates, compromised at
$6,500 is being paid nt the te of $300
per month, $1,500 being already paid;
and the President reporis $10,000 in
the treasuary on the 1st of Janaary to
mect the interest when the first install-
ment becomes due in July next. s |
gross receips for 1877 were about 12
per cent. Zreater than the year previous,
and up to date of report were still great-
er for 1878. These are certninly very
gralifying resalts, and
assurnnce that the road can take care

give posilive |

of itself, if run on business principles
and by busjness men. It is a source of |
mnoch regret 1o me that the plan adopt- |
ed by the board and spproved by me to |
reach this end caused such local opposi-
tion, and subjected all concerned to the
imputation that the great desire of the |
board and myselfl tv save the Siate’s
properiy was pursued withvat regard to
private intererests. I believe amd earn-
eclly hope that when results are seen, |

these unjust impressions will be remor-

ed, !

ANGOLA BAY.

It is also n source of regret that Lhe
work of culting n canal through Ango-
In Bay was not undertaken as provided
by law. The board were ready to do
S0 at my request, amnd offered the eun-
victs; but found it practically impossi-
ble to duv the work, owing j0 the omis-
sion of the act to provide the necessary
means for its exeention, there being un-
thority for neithern survey to be made, |
ovorscers to be employed, wer imple- |
ments o be purclused by the board. A
little amendment 1o the law in this re-

promutly.
NAVIGABLE. WATERS,

It is gratifying to sce that the gencral
government has begun  to take an inter-
est in the improvement of our navigna-
ble waters. Surveys of the Neuse, the.
Yadkin and the Catawba are in progress
or contemplation ; and if reperted upon
favorably, [ would suggest that u veso-
lution of the honorable body. in this be-
half would materially strengthen the
hands of our represcnatives im Con-
gress in obtaining the necessary appro-
priations. S

FINANCIAL. |

The treasurer's report will engage |
your earnest atication. You will see
that whilst the utmost eeonomy has been
rmeticed. yet the fands in ills hands
1ave not been suflicient to micet all the
objects provided by law. The reased is

iations without in ng
it dittle over half of the'
propriuted to buy iron for

the taxes.

year from October to Junnary. It is o

in the State
the

t;fl%f{tv y;r':l".‘o‘.“ “‘;.!'-.?"..':.‘J:.'.“..’n
the ias

senernl Assembly, who thoaght

-:n-.-; and so it woulds nd more, under | un s;._ Aler » full by
I ean- | coansel, the Sepreme Court, with one

n belter scheme ol assessment.

nizing the impearts
of the question §
my duty 1o assist the
Sapreme Court with argament from

coml ne

LT deem it o be
liberations of the

sel learned in the law. [ sccording-
swyed counsel to sid the Atturney-
encral in presenting to the court Lhe

'

not conceive it possible to devise one ! dissenting voice, affirmod the opinlof
which would oporate more umequally, | and judgment of the lewer sourt, aml

unjustly or prejudicially to the treasury. | dismissad the appea),

The rule for every county, town amd

The same guos-

tion was presentesd jo the Sapreme Court

township is diffcrent, and the walues of | at the same time ih the crse of the Stite

property situated in the same jocality | agninst William Deaver
nnel of the same character, are as variant gpfiug term. 1877, of the

at the
jor Court

expense of «

are now considerable, wail are daily

nml llnuqm\l as the HV(D!(‘C(]. urbllarg. l\hd nf’{nllwl’fnn] couniv, from Lthe 'mltmnl

oflen indifferent opinions of the assess-
ors may chasce to be. Very listle prop-
orty ix nssessed to anywhere within the
neighborhood of its yalne, but that does
not ‘malter; the essentinl idea is to bave
the assessient bear the uniform propor-
tion to the true value of the property tax-
e, Unless this is secorcd. une man
pays a vastly higher tax than his neigh-
bor, aml one township or county than
the adjoining toownship or county, and
it is in the power—and often happens in
practice—of tho connty asses-ors and
commissioners to defeat the will of the
Legislature by lowering th e nsscssments.
It becomes nlso a heavy tax on honesty,
and compels the conscientious man o
pay somctimes double or treble the tax
paid by his less scrupulous neighbor, A
remedy for this evil is deman:led alike
Ly justice and good policy. What that
remedy shall be your wisdom muost de-
vise. We do not want an ibcrense of
taxcs but an equalization of taxes, aml a
faithful collection of those which are
levied. My own opinion is that the
treasuver, auditor, or other State pflicers,
be autlorized to act ns a State board of
assessors, with power to stipervise and
equalize the assessment of the county of-
Ceinls whose lists should be submitted
to it; and it should have authurity to
summon witnesses, henr testimony, &e..
and if the connly sssessors werc chosen
by this State board it seems o me we
would almost have a guaranty that unai-
formity could bo secarcd.

So. o, some disposition shoukl be
made relative to the lands sold for taxes
and bought in for the State. For ten
yvears these lands have heen accumula-
ting, until as the report of the Secreta-
ry of State informs me, there are now
in his office sherifl's deeds for 1756 tracts
and lots of reml estate, ruprmn:}i&;
laxes to the amount of nearly $17,000,
on which the timo for redemption has
expired, nnd the State’s title is ahsolute.
In most cascs the owners coutinne hap-
pily in possession, whilst their defaults
go to swell the taxes of their neighbors.
1 refer to the trensurer’'s report for o
statement of the annual expenditares
of the government, which is so clearly
set forth as to need no comment from me.

PFUBLIC DKHT.

The public debt, it will be seen by the
treasurers report, nmounts to $16,960,045
principal and $10,160,182.25 intervst.—
This is known as the recognized debt,
as contradistinguished from the special
tax bonds. What shall be done with itis
aquestion that deserves ypar best consid-
eration. It is out of the question fur us
to allemlll to pay it at its face valoe.—
Indeed do unut conceive that there is
any moral obligation on os e do so;
nor do oor creditors expeet it of us. Quile
one-half of our property npon which our
bonds were basod was waatouly destroy-
ed by consent of a large majority of those
who held them, and no court of con-
science npon the earth would permit a
ereditor to destroy one-half of his secur-
ity and elaim foll payment out of the re-
maimder. But we can and should pay
somjething. The resolution of last sus-
sion constituting the Governor, Treasur-
er amd Attorney-General. a commiltee
to confer with onr ereditors, gave no
power Lo mnke or accepl any proposi-
tion whatever; and so an invitation Lo
visit New York to confer with the hold-
ers of our bonds was declined as thone-
companying correspondence will ahow,
Besides this no attempt to vpen negotia-
tions with us has been made. But 1 have
grounds to believe that very reasonable
terms indeed ean be obtained if we
dvince a determination 0 settle the
question and be done with it. I refer
exclusiyely to what is known ns the **rve-
agnized” debt.  Se far rs the special tax
bonds are concerned, my opinion as ex-
pressed Lo your predecessors, remains
unchanged—that they are not binding
¢ither in law or good morals, unless it
may be as to a very small fraction hon-
estly nprroprlnled 1o the Sinte's nse nnd
accepted by her. For une 1 vow my
readiness o co-operate with you to the
full extent of my power in devising the
mcthod amd bearing the barthens of an
honorabls adjustment of all ode indebt-
edness, ns something which sooner or
later will have to be dohe alike for the
sake of our good name and fulnre pros-
perity.

FEDERAL INTENFERENCE WITHI STATE
COURTS.

I also call your atlention W certain
matters which have oceurred since your
Iast session, and which give rise to ques-
tions of difficulty and grave importance,
inyolving a serivus gonflict between the
Inws of the United States and those of
State. :

At the fall term, 1876, of the Saperior
Court of Guilford goanty, one loskins
and two others were indicted jor an as-
sault and batlery upon Levi Homble. In
March, 1877, the defendants having been
arrested, filed in the office of the Circu
Court of the United States for the wes-
tern district of North Caroling, their pe-
tition under oath, in which they set forth
that shey were officers of the internal
revenue deparimcnt of the United States,
and that the ncis charged against them
in the bill of Indictment I have mention-
el werv committed under oulor of theie
oflice; they: therefore prayed that the
prosecution agninst them should be re-
moved from the State Court to the Cir-
cuit Court, in parsuance of an act of
Congress now cmbodied in section M?
ofthe Revised Statates of the United
States, and which provides that criminat
proscsulions commenecd in any eourt of
n State against any officer acting by au-
thority of any revenue law of the United
3 on aceount of any net done under
color of his office, may at any time be-
fore trial be removed for trial into the
Circuit Court next to be holden in the
district where such prosecutions are
pending. The prayer of the petition
lawing beea grasted, n copy of the order
removing the case wag, on the 4th day of
Muarch, 1877, served uj the clerk of
the Saperior Court of Guilford county,

and when. at the ensaing spring terms of |

that cotirt, the case :::b:

lled, the de-
fendunts objected to f plh':ouﬂp

|

of the Hon. Johin M. Closd, ¢

nad eleven companies of

jodge
presiding.  Deaver and andber had
been indicted for a conapiracy to extort
money from one Henry Sammit and had

ablnined froms the Cirenit Conrt of the

United States an order of removnl slai-
lar 1o that obtained by Hoskins.

. The deeision of the Sapreme Conrt
was the same in both cases.

Impressed  with the importance of
having the earliest possible settlement
of a question of “o great moment, 1 di-
rected e Siale's coansel 1o carey, by
wril of error, hoth cases to the Sapreme
Court of the United Siales, where slone
such questions of sach a mture ean be

finally decidasl.  Transeripts of the onscs,

have accordingly been prepared and for-

warded, and the cases are now  depend-

ing inthe Suprete Court. 1 am mlvis-
el however, hy the State's counsel that

tUere may be difficaltics growing out of
e peenlinr constituting of the Federal |

Sapreme Conrt, which will prevent an
adjudication in these «ases of the goes-
tior T destred tv have presented. l(‘uwe
renson o helieve that similar difficalties
have arisen o other States, agsd that puh-
lie attention and discussion has been ex-
cited thereby.

I therefore refer it 1o your hosorabls

body 1o deciae whether | aball furiher
prosccule the easis now depbhding In
thie Saprome Court of the United States;
of whether it more comports wilh the
dignity ahd gravity of the gquestion, that
you should Instruet Your Senators and
request your represeatatives in Congress
tn eall the attention of tha: hosorable
bady to the fact that persons indicted un-
der the eriminal lnws ol 1his Sumte are
socking amnd ubl:!iliﬂi invunaily Mrom
prosccution, under a Federal law enact-
ed for the only parpose Cf prtectin
the collections of the internal revenue :
the United States.

STATE PRUSECUTIONS.

n indictment inaugyrated by Gorernor

well, in Wake Supvriur Canrt in
1874, against G. W, Swoepson, and M. S.
Jawtletfield Iuving been Wied, as was< al-
leged, before Judge Walts in 1875, awd
taken by certiorars 10 the Sdpseme Coart
and boing continued there antil Aagnst
last, was then decided upow and case re-
manded for n new lri:tl]. The cireum-
staners are all set vot with particularity
in said decisions, reported in 79 N.C.,
1o which you are referredl, Under u rvs-
olution of the Legislature ratified on the
16th of Febramry. 1874, | emploved
counsel o assist. As amonded bill
against both defendants was found for
obtaining money ander fale pretences,
and the ense now stands foz trial. It is
allegedd, hower, that a com promise was
made between parties acting for Swep-
son aml the Westorn Division of the W.
N. C. R R. Co. which by implication
binds the State not o prosecate. T do et
wish, if [ possessed the right, to take the
responsibility of deciding whether Rt
does or does nos. and 9 refused Lo later-
feve with the duc cvurse of law. [ re-
spectiully ask your will in the premises,
miul foroear further remarks as wanifest-
ly impropber uffon a case now before
the conrts.
STATE PFROPERTY UELD BY THE UNITED

SEATLS.

The proporty of the State. ence ealled
the Confederate Hospital, now known as
the United States barracks, in this city,

has bevn accupicd by the United States |

ever since 1B65; aud although troops
have long since boen removed, posses-
sion or payment for ts use have both

been refased contrary, as it soemns o me, |

w hoth Iaw and pubiic comity.

In accurdance with a resolution of the
Inst General Assembly, Tildo applied 16
the Secretary of War to restore the offi-
cial letter-books of the executive office
of this Stale taken by military aathority
in 1865. or (0 permit mo > make & copy
o sopply the place of e erigisal in
this office. Both requests were refased.
The vorrespondenee BotWween the Secre-

the lmrracks and, the
herewith submitted. My opinion ¥ re-
gerd to these matters being intiomted
in the correspondance itsell, | make no
further comment,

SATE GEOLOGIST,

The State geological sarvey ha
boen made n co-worker wigh the
of agricalture, its uscloiness has
therdhy greatly increased to the
In order that it may be made sti
to weet the popular noeds, 1 recommend
that it be placed nnder the divection of
the board of agricaliure, of  whiclh the
State Gevlogist is ez officio » member,
instend of the board of cducation, as at

resent. T am satisfied that  tse dissnt-

frotion wiiich has for » ' lung ' whilo
existed wilh a portion of our § to-
wards this most  valuable and impor-
tant work, has arisen from o fallory of
the Iatter board to direct the labors of

the majority of the public feel most im-
medinte fnterest. board  of agri-
cullare, constituled s it w, can
do this: and if se, good rusulis may be
anticipated. -

THE VNIV exsiTY.

The success  which bas  allended the

cfforts Lo rovive the university is -
'nllﬂs of l

fying in the extreme. The

siudents is constantly increasing, 3 bwrge
proportion of whom receive tuition
free—the covmse  of stady, is 1
and thorough, the corps 3: is
noiple and excellent, and the adahis-
tration of President Batile s

nble and  untiving  } copme ok
heartily W your fnror this cherished
mettiorial of the wisdom amd patrivting
of vur inthers. =1l o

MILITIA,

To the muiealing e andd porseve.-
rance of Adjimant-Genera i Jd un'i:i
indebted for Use nocleus of ok oxer ont

voluntecr miligia um-m

State Guards. Two by

er consisiin riy-i anies,
= 8" hirty-iwe  com : ies

and
armed and  oquipped by e aliowanos:

o oy e e

speedy amd o

—

and expend

tary of War and mysell in relstion to | your imwmmm-. i
letler-bouks, is | to tho
Ut your Iabors

J
o.
aiore

surnly |

Msuif&ommh#
estin cutling down salaries. A
start has been made, and we |

the “Heform Legishatare ' .

|
‘Url_ick of neurslgi
h “‘-.w. “Ll!lmil
b# hias Boen W yoars. @

0 bia roomml

,lhe officers of this or-

puimkﬁrwth‘ the means of sup-

ing it
se oust of

~d — AL -t :

its efficiency.
b il 1 v g

in-

creasing in  laboricaspess and  asefnl-
ness

Provision also shoald ” be made for s
enrollment of the
militin by thg tax-li or otherwise,

ars! 2 small sum Jovied as as equivalent
for oxcmption from doty for the
o the sehoul fund, as provided in te

cunstilation.,

ACTS OF TIME LEGISLATURE. i
Complaint s requently made by L
Yo y of Siste Gibem, at the
care and  issufficient manner in
which mrny of the ncts and Inws in the

origingd are kept and oamlied, Some

Ut were passorl your
were lost cnumly?{o some m

monis were lost, and could not be sap-

Hod fross the jouraals, boing often
?us.'m scraps of r piancd W the
oviginaly which lost In madfing,

tugwiher with ether insccumcies, witeh
neule it dificult w prepare proper copies

far the pripter.
lovs »

tronble in there resjects, W ol soffi-

I trust your commit-

chent impurtance lo be louked after

clusely.
EXECUTIVE CLENENOTY.

this and preceding  sdministrations in

regnrd to the cxercise of exveutive |
1u mecond-
apce with law, | herpwith rubmits s

clemency Wward oriminals.

of those Lo whowm cle!
tendedl by me, with n
the remsons which influencal

i cach case. It will be that
number amoants Tn'AM o Y of

ey has boen ex-

18 were commutations bt & wero sim-

My respites. Counting Abhose < in con-

timewment at the inping of my term,
ahve! those con of ':5-.—!:—-;-.

the pust  Lwo years, the wheole nomber
of oflenders cannot fall short of 3,000, of

which those pardoned’ and commotod

would be onie asd vne-hall ool por
....ﬁ in

anuwe, It s  guilg
some cascs | Is?c Ixen imp-?:‘puu.
though ifr “fitet Easey of importance T

approval. And it may also e that in
e cases | lavo yicided to the impor-
tuiy of ([ficnds-—bamas salore could
scarvely avoid this in a government like
ours— but In the wvast majority of

bunsus acted o, | exervised  this graml

atacd j attribute of the cullective
sovercigaly of the -:t:' with a sin
cure desind to pronsote puablic gowd,
andd in the fenf of that God whe s

rdon our ur Tusaiuslis, as wo Lrusi
The subject of propet  exercise of

tils  pretogative 1 so ghave, L ves- |
punsibility—cspecially in capital cnses |

s 3o groat, that the criticism of those
unacquainted with the fattd Ts Often
danguerous as well a8 wimusi, as tending
W furce excoutive activn vee way or the
other contrary o judgwent or consel-
ence. 1 lmve irfod to avold this; bug it
is bhard w hold uhe belancy oven amid
such complicating clamor. If error
Uiere has been—and undoubtedly Lhere
was sowe—I s glad 1o believe that it
was On mercy's side.

The repurts of the Sceretary of State, i
Auditor, and Sdperivtendent ,o(

Instroction are hevowitls sent and com-
mended ty f aligption. . Thay eringe
economy nm’aimfnl work on the

of thuse offlcers. The Aaditur :
Wme W say Ui be resarves sis special
suggesiions fof Wic various committoes
of your hosorable’ budy, before which
be will nppear from time w Litee.

Thesupﬂ.lpdnﬂ.‘s repurt shows
encouragin G in the receipts

ol the schoul fand
in tw ausadance of papils.

1 also send iu a columunication and
report from the Grand Lodge of M;
in this Stie relntive o the Oxford Asy-
lum for Orphass, snd commend it o
your allention, in connection with sey-
tion 8, art. X1, of the constitution.

And pow, gentlomen, i briefy
reviewed Lhe condition of af _
made such suggesiions as 1 deews cal-
culated o nid nthe )

ot ool

Spirit of all \\':hl
redound to the welfwre of (e grost
ple whoso setvanta wa are. ‘”

\'crﬂ_r- pectiuily

b

i

our Mlcv-.tnhu.
¢ & B Vaxca

—

—— e ————————
R

Tus Govuﬂ- NW'Q._‘-,
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Legislature will hereafier be known as

i

the Sevatorial contest, which ‘- are
Gov. Vance's election to, the Senate of
the United States, i 4 S I

;' i
1
.

y ol “Hole™

Hon. Alexander H. Stephens had
of the bowels ;

eh
| '

clerks will .vemove all farthor

for wasl of the
teading papers of
ol o i) & 4

stilemscnt of

{lmvo made it & rule tv cumenli beth |
Jodgs and sulicipr, aml vbtain

¥

“4

?ﬂlﬂl salaries,

? Bil for enlarging and defining the
r‘l‘fﬁ(ﬂ? of Justioss of the Peace.
LA Lill relieve horse drovers from
e 510 lax Wis infroduced. Tet it

 slond.

av' i ¥
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.'0(0 A great Jﬂl of pur space ‘Li.“

| week 0 the admirable n’-ﬁ:t}oﬁft

the geologist in those chanpels in which | Yance 1o the Legislatufe. Pon't Bo
deterred from read g it By it longe, |

84 it iv worthy of ewrelal petusal.

2
hope this |

& . - —r '-‘o.‘
l‘" I.L:";';P.‘"r‘; ol b dmnd) |
plish any & Wohny

best advice from Ui

an 4

ﬁ?mﬂiﬂj_(‘oqily_. L
! —

r'

1k
Muosh criticism bas bren wade upos

&

miflee 10 report the bogdiation

h..‘m.&
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A 1T & 0L
]

1ith, loreedd the Houee LN
ing a reduction of the tax oy 1,

ag the | MUdBiT .3 2y

Shiretiohe izt

Looe V650 T i

sags: The comstitutional” sctventio.
sholishing annual sessions of the [, .
slature saved m Faxes are nos
red Uord i SN SOl by oo s

The State Ganed really do. all the | $00.000 in the Sings, Fropppry, ; floe
duty, and @)l Al the funetions of te |is ft? | ‘
whole miitia contons in the cun- : We hope the Leginlature will look
stitation, nnd shoolkd : w.: Imf this. There pust ba consideralls
. t-Gogers) ' | lodhs somewhere. .
pay be  increased 10 . Hiy Qaties

of them, ‘have oocurred mu_'

) an .w “m and i,y

-m.‘ '“-m mern 0
aad of m“*-a’ nbality

- Four membees baye altwady el w..

ety () ——— e
Mhe -‘*;-q trisl bhas been remon-d

-
oy h*-n

| The State Legislatare.

h Legwlature assembled on Wel

y, the Sth, A Jarvis pee
inate officers were elected - R
Furman of Bansombs, Principal
: Pttt . Cowan' of New Hano
. Rewding Clerk +J. S Tombinen
Calawha, Bngrossiag Clerk, and M-
harriil of Ouslow, Door kenper
| The llouse was organtl by the eloc
of John M, Moring of Chaibem,
i John D), Camerop of Orang.,
s B W. Best of Wake, Heading:

3:3“ the 8 ei‘l the folfowin;

X W .\. Harr!-ﬂ ol Ilhlﬂf. kn
“l’ (‘I-rk . wl‘i:Mnt!lJi-i.
HI". ke . .

In the SENATE, the fllowing bhass-
beca introduced, asmong oth

= |

JMM of instreetion W abe Lo

ittee on Salaries and Foes.
Bl to peader more speedy the exc
tign ol perpony convicted of capatal

félomics.

An act restoring fhe whipping pot
A 51t to pahlat thie wfMing o Pirin,
ay of poisonoas fdrage or madiciae.,
orpt upon mlﬂ n pliyss

<"

In the HOUSEK, resolatum  salation

19 [ wlecvion Trmwd:, sunl proposing

@in future one box snd one lallot

with all napes and all gficen on seuw
paper

{ il to rxemp.t merchants from pay

h‘..-ng of a npl'(‘i‘l privilege tax, passed
b third reading.

In SENATE, on Saturdar s more

war mle Jooking to the prevention of

considoration of se wmang loos!
. Goed
Mr. iaarrw, of Fosalihin wigedecel

a resplution that the Fimaner Commi
o be ipstructed jo report 10 the Sen
e a bill providing a

Uquors which shall enfolfe
the Moffit Ball Punel’ tux, ‘which tax

on spirtuocuas
the idea of

By Mr. Bryun, of Pender a0 regubu
pay o certan officers of the Gon
Amosably. The primcipal wnd as-

t 0 regeive 35 per day and

nqin ) pents per mile ; earolling
L

doorkeeper any
O ind mlibger S

T 6 Be e Tadoh ! F ES, and

in place of 8., &e.|

The: repesl of the merchants’ 30

vilege tax was passed, afier con-

| A _number of bills and resolution:
Pu«lu&oﬁl, which will be notic~!

ben paseed. p———

I In the HUU!B, Rowan sends up a

to abolith the homestenl law

dnd revive U w hipping post.

A resolaton wassn roduend wn Pe card

| @ the m_ ol Swte officers aud

Wo'néed fovéate” '

yonrs thereall.r.
AT
- ‘
- T T . A ’ ?M-
I the HOUSE & redolurtion to
ol Suuth mrgﬂ**

: ..-.u'._ (he questions of rc
“ ol “regulation’ BF ' tailwss
charges. And odddé¥ning o
‘of wlaries, foes amd omoiv

ments.of State ofieers. . -

“Alee 10 lnsiruct the Jadicwsy Lon
it e 2o

d’*ﬂ basbandry




