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MERRY CHRISTMAS,

Merry voices, have your way ;
Thrill us, lovely, langhing eyes ;

Turn December into May
Tnderneath these frosty skies,

Laugh. ye grown-up children, tool
W hat, though sober in your glee,
Sweet old memories glimmer through
(Of the days that used to be.

Ring the joy bells all arcund,

Hail the saered Christmas morn,
For the peace of life is found,

And the hope of heaven is born.

Feace for every weary heart :
Hope, for every struggling soul ;
Jov, that never can depart ;
Love. to tonsecrate the whole.
— William Winter,

¢ ASER TWENTY YEARS.

A CHRISTMAS STORY.

Miss Bridget was an old maid; that 153
ghe had been so long recogmized an
known as ‘‘Miss Bridget” that her
friends and neighbors would have scout-
ed the idea of her ever being-called by
anv other name. There had been, to be
sure, vague rumors of an early fondness
on her part for some curly-headed youth;
but whether that fondness had been re-
ciprocated or not was a question only set
at rest by the general opinion that no
one could ever know Miss Bridget with-
out loving her: so it was generously con-
ceded that the curiy-headed youth had
gone to sea, anidl been shipwrecked and
drowned, and that Miss Bridget had
“‘worn the willow™ ever since, and would
alwavs continue to do so, for his sweet
snke.

The enly reason for this sad and catas,
trophical supposition rested in the known
possession, by Miss Bridget, of a minia-
ture representing a young man having
large blue eyes and curling light hair,
antd clad in a blue jacket; yet on this
slender hypothesis was erected a com-
plete seafuring romsnce, which the
younger of Miss Bridget’s friends de-
lighted in rehearsing for her edification
whenever they felt in a peculiarly tan-
talizing humor—delighted chiefly be-
cause of the perfectly charming blush
the story brought to Miss Bridget's
checks and . the marvelously tender
emile with which it softened the rather
gad lines of her mouth.

Miss Bridget lived in a large old stone
house in a street which had once been in
the suburbs of the great city, and where
residences had been sparsely scattered
about and were of a more substantial
charucter than those usually erected.

But the great city in its progress had
caught up with this street, lined it with
blocks of flaning red brick houses, and
rushed onward, far out into the country.

Miss Bridget could have disposed of
her property at a very high figure if she
had been so inclined; but she did not,
and no inducements could change her
opinions on this question; so she con.
tinued to live there, isolated, though in
the midst of aconstdntlychanging erowd
of inhabitants, and her dwelling stood
out from among its modern neighvors—
among them, but not of them.

It was astately, solid, square-built man-
glon, withe o home-like and comforting
look, not shared with any of ‘‘those
others”

It stood in the center of severai lots of
ground, was possessed of alawn and fine

old shade trees in front, and a flower and |
fruit garden behind, and was shut in |

from the outside world, and all noise
and coniusion, by a high stone-wall and
a strong ouken gate, studded with big
iron nailheads.

From the polished iron mastiffs that
guarded the portal, to the brass knobs
&nd the brass knocker of the front door,
all was shiny and in order.

and comfort. The massive furniture,
darkened by age and daily friction,
though unfashionable and out of date,
was stately and comfortable.

The bright cannel coal fire 1n the sit-
ting-room, that flashed in the large open
grate as soon as the brown leaves in the
gall}dcu began to fall, was a charm in it-
self.

The polished brass fire dogs and fen-
ders—mnore for ornament than use—re-
minded one of the stability and security
of alden times,
coulid bhe scen sitting in front of the fire
&t dusk, with some of her yeung friends
about her, the scene of home comfort
and quietude was complete.

Miss Biridget’s houschold was orderly
through a eystem which had been fol-
lowed for forty years—in fact, ever since
ehe was a baby, anda beautiful young
mother and a strong, manly father sat in
the room she now occupied.

The same highly respectable butler—
white-haired and time-worn-- waited at
table; the same fat and equally respect-
able housek ecper mn.naged' her domestic
concerns who had managed them for her
mother before her. The life in the
stooe house was, in fact, one of the last
reii:c.e Gf the life of a half century before,
When it was a hope and a joy to have
I:\'c'«l at all, instead of a discase and in-
Banity as it is nowadays. .

Miss Bridget! ormed, in truth, a con-
necting link between the old and the
new.  Herrecollections were of the past
and of the ol —but.rather by tradition
than by actual experience, for she was
only forty—while her associations seemed
ever with the young.

With old people she did not assimi-
late; and almost dajly she would be
found surrounded by young, charming,
and gaudy creatures—butterflies of the
fashionable world—who sought” in Miss
Bridjzet's society a nameless charm which
ceemed to soothe the feverish excitement
under which they lived, and to remind
them of An existence more beautiful if
less brilliant, and tender and sweet in its
every element of orderly repose and re-
finement. Mise Bridget was
of a competence, and of competent ser-
vants, honest withal, to dispense it;
}E:rcfom her domestic avocations were

Many of her friends wondered how
she occupied her time, since she was
never scen with erochet or Berlin-woolin
her hands. True, she read much, and
of the newest; and her music was some-
thing to be remembered, as of the utter-
ance ot an harmonious soul through sym-
pathetic fingers.  Btill, the greater por-
tion of her time was unaccounted for to
the curious.

Mcanwl:;le there was wretchedness and
sorrow and starvation in the by w
the great city that recognizecll),in l‘a{:: ::{
angel of mercy and a constant savior from
the worst of evils.

There were poor, down-trodden crea-

ures who could have told how many of
Miss Bridget's hours were dispensed.

_ But she held conversation between her
tight and her left hand on such topicsto
be a vanity and unworthy, and there-
fore these acts of hers passed in the di-
Vine record unknown of men,

Bl = B

. The interior |
of the house was a marvel of neatness

And when Miss Bridget |

'I‘hstd she was ever miatile, kindly,
an nerous, was a general reputstion
whieﬁeahe had achieved by thI:‘mem
force of her personality; but those who
50 believed her would have beenat a loss
for details to attest its truth.

Meanwhile there were none who did
not esteem her happy above most, for
that she was tranquil and uncomplain-
ing. And these would have marveled
had they read her heart, and known that
hers had been a life of bitter disap-
pointment, ss well as of entire self-abne-
gation; yet such it was.

The intuition which grasps at truth,
even unknowingly, had seized the secrct
of her heart in its furtive decision on the
| merits of the hidden miniature romance.

Twenty years before, Miss Bri had
loved and {m;:x loved by thiﬂuly- :‘.d
young man whose portrait reserved ;
and the npantimp:t the '.hl"g‘ of their
lives, which ought to have been woven
together perpetually, had been a sad, sore
episode which had chastened and sad-
dened a spirit full of bright enjoyment
and capacity for the perfection of carth-
thappinm. He had been poor, and

e had been rich; and their story, like
most sad ones, was a short one.

A few months of constant association
and of wing love and then sickenin
disappointment of blighted hopes, an
the young man had donned the blue
jacket in which the artist painted him,
and had departed across seas, and they
had never met since.

Even correspondence was forbidden
them by her nts—who loved their
only child with that ignorant love that
does not foresee; and as she was dutiful
and he was proud, the thread had been
((:lut, and they had drifted widely asun-

er.

It had been in the autumn that he had
gone away from her; and ever since, and
now, when the season had returned, and
the brown leaves pattered on the stone
walks in the garden, she had felt thesad-
ness of her crushed-out longings and
hogea press heavily upon her.

. Now, when the shrill blasts were wail-
ing mournfully outside, and the Christ-
mas tide—which promised to be green
that year—was only a day off, the de-
pression of her spirits seemed almost be-
yond the conirol of her dearly bought
self command.

It was toward dusk on Christmas-eve,
and she sat alone by the bright fire in
the sitting-room, and that she might for
once accept the painful pleasure of rem-
iniscence she let her memory carry her
back to those halcyon days twenty years
gone.

She had been surrounded by a group
of young and happy beauties all the after-
noon; but they had dropped away and
' left her all alone; and so she sat, deep
|in thought, when o loud rap of the

knocker startled her for a moment, and

she came out of her reverie, thinking it
might be the return of one of her late
visitors, or a new one; and so her face,
which had for a few moments become
hard with lines of unrest, softened into
its nsual placidity. _ )
{ The door of the sitting-room opened,
| and the butler appeared, bearing a small,
! rough looking box.
| *It’s a box, marm, just left here by a
 sailor chap, who said he was sent by the
| captain OF a ship and told to leaveit, and
'no answer. Will'I bring it in here,

| marm "’

““Yes .J
| ““You may p

h,” said Miss Bridget.
it here at my feet, and
| bring something to open it.”

The butler placed it on the ru%l:t her
feet and left the room. Miss dget
examined the direction curiously.

It read thus: :

#To Miss Bripcer CULVER,
No. 2 —— BStreet,
New York.”

It was bound with hoops of iron, and
bore the appearance of having traveled;
but the outside gave mno clue to its
source,

The butler returned, and after some
trouble removed the lid, and retired.

The contents of the box were wrapped
in a covering of oil silk: end Miss Brid-
get removed this, and found beneath—a
worn-out and faded plue jacket, a
cailor’s hat, and knife, and, wrapped in
a bit of the same silk, the companion-
picture of the miniature of the curly-
headed young man—a portrait of a
beautiful girl, apparently about twenty
ears of age.

Miss Bridget held these things fora
moment in her hands; then she folded
them slowly together, and ri from
her knees, walked quietly out of the
room and up-stairs, leaving the empty
box on the floor.

When the maid knocked at her bed-
room door, halt an hour later, to call
her for tea, Miss Bridget answered that
| she was ill, and desired not to be dis-
| turbed until morning.

That Christmas eve the winds mounted
higher and higher, and whistled more
and more drearily about the old stone
house, and rattled the windw—g::::,
and banged the blinds of the ing
| brick houses in the neigborhood,and was
| altogether wild and uncomfortable and
| pitiless.

At about midnight there came up a
terrific snow. storm, and at once anni-
hilated all the ibilities of a ‘‘green
Christmas,” which according to ancient
' superstition, ‘‘makes a fat church-
| yard.

And op the Christmas morrow the
| snow lay heavily upon the trces, and
| was banked up in drifts all about the

stone fence; but the sun shone merrily,
' and flashed brilliantly on the bright
crystals; and early sleigh-bells awoke

Miss Bridget, where she had thrown
herself, infer clothes, on the couch ia
her bedroom, with her head resting on
the old, torn, and weather-stained blue
jacket, and the two minalures clasped in
her hand.

And late she rose and made her toilet,
| and v down to eat

] went
her  lonely  Christmas

|
breakfast

maid, who said there was a tleman
in the sitting room who innistSnou see-
{ing her. And so Miss i who,
though in trouble herself, would incon-
venience no one clse entered the sitting-
room and saw by the window a tall -
tieman, with thick curling brown Ei‘:,
who, turning and seeing her, made three
steps and took herin his arms, and held
her so close to his breast that if he had
not the curlinf brown hair, and the
blue eyes, and the frank open face of
minature we wot of, we should have
deemed it stiange, believing as Miss
Bridget had, that he was buried in the
sea, and had sent his jacket home as a
token—a most foolish supposition truly
| for “‘dead men tell no tales.”
And so Miss Bridget did change her
| name after all, and in spite of the confi-
| dent prognostications of her friends. But
she nover could quite forgive her sailor-
husband for the shock and the dreadful
glef she experienced when she discoverd
the contents of his Christmas-box.—
Harper's Monthly.
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| and on the stairs she was met by the|
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