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"THE MAIL IN CHINA.

A PECULIAR METHOD OF
LIVERING LEITERS,

DE

The Government Does Not Carry ILet-

ters—Private Mail Carriers and
Their Arduons Daties—A
Clumsy Airangement,

HE Government ot the Celestial
dis-
patches by special couriers, but
would denm it altogether out

empire sends its official

of its sphere to bother with the mail of
private citizens. In eastern China a
tolerable eflicient substitute for our
postal system Las, however, been orzaa-
ized by private corporations that might
be described as local and general express
compenies. Nearly every city has a mail
contractor, who undertakes to deliver
letters and small packages within the
municipal limits of his burz aed of the
neighboring villages.  The larger cities
occaslonally interchange a mail pouch,
and their contractors keep a sort of
directory of firms of the maritime prov-
inces.

The general express companies do a
much more extensive business. They de-
liver verbal messages, letters, bags of
specie, and small consignments of mer-
chandise at any accessible point of the
empire, and have their agents in every
iron-road village and at the principal
landings of the great inter-provincial
waterways.

They, too, take charge of local letters,
and in the ardor of competition the two
rival organiziations resort to all kinds of
strange expedients. Not content with
receiving consignments (with or without
prepayment of charges) at their head-
quarter offices, they sead collectors from
house to house and keep runaoers, who,
like our newsboys, hauat the street
corners and make a rush for every cus-
tomer lifting his hand or his eyelids.

If the agents of the locals should call
at a new home and find that his rival of
the generals has got ahzad of him he
will at once try to bribe the domestics
and thus recover the inside track for the
next race. Should a private errand boy
leave a house with a letter or a package
a runner will promptly attempt to take
him in tow, and, if necessary, purchase
his connivance with an offer of sweet-
meats. '

The collectprs of both comparies are
generally expert penmen. ‘‘Letters, sir,"”
inquired the L. man, sticking his head
through the window of a grouad-floor
parlor.

“Ye-s," drawls .out the possible cus-
tomer, chewing his writing stick; “but
I'm not done yet. Can you wait, or call
again in an hour?”

“Do let me write it for you,” suggests
the representative of the L; ¢it will only
take me a minnte, and save a gentleman
like you the trouble of blacking his
fingers. No ‘extra charge, sir; it's a
pastime, but those G. fellows are too
lazy to accommodate a customer. Let
me come in, sir,” ete., till he gets the
job and a few extra coppers for ¢‘tea
money,” in spite ol his protest.

But the G. man is apt to get even ii a
letter should be returned to the sender
as undeliverable. *‘That shows what
they know about their business. Why,
Ah Chow moved to Nanking a month
ago and lives in a house three doors be-
low the White street corner of the cab-
bage market. L2t me have that létter
and L'll get you an answer in a week.
Those L. fellows don't know anything
outside of their own hash-mill routes.
No prepayment needed; you can settle
after you find out that the letter has
been delivered.”

Long-trip messengers of the general
express travel pairwise, and are miracu-
lous adepts in the art of reconciling a
minimum of expense witha maximum of
speed. They will take a hand in the
navigation of river boats, load themselves
with extra consigunments of all but the
most unreasonable overweight; they
will volunteer to deliver messages or
execute commissions, and thus secure
many a free ride besides the honest good
will of the wayside population; they will
entertain a company ot travelers with
songs and anecdotes, retail the gossip
of their headquarters city, and can repay
their tidbits with topographical informa-
tion.

The charge for long-range letters is
pretty high, but the carriers can be re-
lied upon to earn their wages. They
will make their way across all sbstacles
short of a military blockade, and if the
recipient of the message should be un-
able to write his name they will get some
responsible official of the neighborhood
to sign the receipt by proxy.

As a rule the inhabitants of highway
side towns deem it a matter of honor to
aid a mail carrier in possible emergencies,
ferry him acrossswollen rivers, or, in case
of sickness, carry him on muleback to
the next town ahead, and the North
Chioa Herald published the story of a
letter that had been sent to the far
western Province of Yuman, where the
messenger died in consequence of ex-
treme fatigues in crossing the snow-
covered highlands. He bad contrived
to find the address, but found himself
obliged to intrust a traveling peddler

with the receipt, that was forwarded
from hand to hand till it reache:d its des-
tination in far-ofl Tian Sing (on the Bay
of Pechili) after the laps of saven
months.

In time of civi! war thousands of mail-
bags arée smuggled through the blockade
lines in the double walls of river boats

or in parcels of innoc:nt-looking mer-
chandise.

are sent with more extraordinary preeau-

tions. Instead of being written on paper
(apt to betray itself by rustling under

the fingers of the searching hand) they
are traced on white linen with indelible

ink, rubbed over with a paste that can be
washed out in warm water, and then
sewed into the inner folds of an old

blouse—a boatman’s blouse if possible,

for the messenger travels in disguise, and

tukes care to dirty his garments enough
to modify the cupidity of a robber. -

To some parts of the vast empire let-
ters are forwarded only at the risk of the
On the border of Thibet the
highlands become pathless in winter, and
600 miles due west of Canton there is an
enclave, or State in the State, defended
by independent hill tribes (the rebels of

sender,

Letters of special importance

"The Dynograph Car.

The dynograph car has started from
the Grand Central Station on is annual
- | 1nspection trip over the New York Cen-
tral Road. This car is the inveation
and property of P. H. Dudley, and i
makes semi-annoal trips over three ot
four Eastern railroads to ascertain and
record on paper the exact condition of
the rails and roadbed. The car, which
is forty feet long, was built expressly for
Mr. Dadley, and it is the home of him-
self and wile, as well as his workshop.
It represents, in its present state of effi-
ciency, the study and devolment of twen
ty years.

Mr. Dudley has perfected an ingenious
electrical instrument: which by a system
| of little glass tubes fillel with ink and
tapering to fine penlike poiats will traca
on paper as the cac moves along at aoy
rate of speed everything that it is desir-
able to know about the condition of the
rondbed. The paper used is about
twenty-fcur inches wide and it passes
from one roller to another, both the
rollers movinz in conaextion with the
wheels of the car. A strip of this paper
eight feet long is used to each mile trav-
ersed, and the points of the little glass
tubes mark onthe paper the alignment
of each rail, the degree of curvature as
| well as the elevation of each curve, the
speed at which the car is moving, and
the condition of the surface of the rail.
Evety variation of onesixteenth of an inch,
and over is recorded.

Connected with the registering and
tracing instrument in the car i3 a coan-
trivance which automatically ejects a
drop of blue paint upon each joint in the
track, where the end of one rail is one-
sixteenth of an inch or more out of gear.
At the end of a trip the exact number of
such faulty spots is found recorded on a
slip of paper. Trackmen are sent out on
the various sections after the car has
passed and the lovse joints marked by
the blue paint are properly adjusted.
Mr. Dudley has fitted up wvery com-
fortable quarters in his car for his wife
and himself, including a well-equipped
kitchen, library, and sitting room, in
which Mrs. Dadley bas her piano. Mr.
Dudley is an Ohio man, but is well
known here and elsewhere as a scientific
student. He is a member of the Acad-
emy of Sciencesand is Vice-President of
the American Microscopical Society.
His dynograph car is of much service to
the railroads on which he operates it.—
New York Times.

————
Fun Over a Senator’s Lost Whiskers.

Seoator Mitchell, of Orezon, recently

offered up as a sacrifice to the sun the
luxuriant whiskers which have hereto-

fore ornamented or rather concealed the
lower part of his face. Bince that time
hz has met with a series of advent ires

agrowing out of the fact that few even

of his old acquaintances were willing to

acknowledge s ideatity with the luxur-

iantly bewhiskered gentleman they had

known in other days. And this is not

to be wondered at, as the loss of his

beard has made him look at least filteen

years younger and has changed his ap-

pearance to an astonishing degree. Whea

ie arose in his place in the Senate to

offer a bill Senator Manderson, who was

in the chair, looked at him in bewilder-

ment for an instaat and then said in a

hesi&nting sort of way: ‘‘The BSenator

from—.” The Orezon msan knew what

was the matter and smilinzly helpad the

President pro tem. out by suggesting

““Oregon.”

At this Senator Frye looked around

and also failing to recogunize Mr.Mitchell,

askel: *‘Is the gentleman a member of

.the Senate?” A smile went around

amang those who noticed the incident,

and as a measure of precaution Senator

Mitchell was escorted about the chamber.
quietly and reintroduced to those of his

colleagues who had not met him since

he parted with his whiskers.

Senator Mitchell was stopped by the

Senate doorzeeper and forced to give an

account of himself. He went over to

the House to see Representative Herr-

mann of Oregon, and at the door had to

tell who he was before he could get ip.

When he found Mr. Herrmaon that

gentleman did not show the least sign

of recognition, and Senator Mitchell

talked with hun several minutes before
the Representative discovered wno it
was. They then put up a job on Repre-
sentative Burrows, to whom Mr. Herr-
mann introduced the Senator as the Rev.
Mr. Ford, an Oregon clergyman of the

Swedenborgian persuasion. Mr. Bur-

rows immediately gave a religious pitch

to his voice and & pilous turn to the coa-

versation, falling a complete victim to

the trap set for kim. Representative

Payne, of New York, was victimized in
the same way.—Washington Star,

Looking Out for Mis Interests:

A New York business man visited
Boston on a business trip and was about
to return when he discovered that there
was one account for $100 which he had
overlooked, says the Boston Herald. He
consulted the landlord of the hotel at
which he was a guest, who knew the
debtor, and thought it a doubtful case;
but added that, if it was cnllectable at
all, he knew of a professional collector,
a tall, raw-boned fellow from Vermont—
who, by the way, was just then dunring
a lodger in another part of the hall, and*
who he thought would “‘worry it out"”
of the man if anyone could. He was
called up, introduced to the creditor,
and shown the account. '

‘‘Wall, Square," said he, *¢ 'taint much
use tryin', I guess. [ knonw that critter.
You might as well try to squeez2 ile out
out Bunker Hill Monument as to try an’
c'lect a debt out of him. But, anyhow,
Squure, what'll ye give, sposin’ ‘1 dew
try?"”

“Well, sir, the bill is $100. T'll give
half{—yes, I'll give you $5U—.{ you col-
lect it.””

“* 'Greed,” repliel the collector;
‘‘thar’s no harm in tryin' anyhow.” -

So:.e time afterward the creditor
chanced to be again in Boston, and in
walking up Tremont street encounterel
the enterprising collector.

“‘Look ahere, Square,” said the ecol-
lector, *‘I had considerable luck with
thas bill o’ yourn. You gzee, I stuck to
nim like a dog to & rat, but for a week
or 80 'twasn’t no use—not a bit. If he
was home he was ‘short;’ if he wasn't
home, I couldn't get no satisfaction.

Seng Miow), who for centuries have de- | ‘Bymby, after going sixteen times, said

fied the Tax Collectors of the Government,

and rarely permit a stranger to cross
But a still more im-

their border alive.
practicable territory is that of the south-

ern frontier, where the rainy season
turns every lagoon iuto alake, and fevers

are rife in midsumwmer. That district,

on the Gulf of Tenquin, includes valless

~f exuberant fertility, but travelers must
»£¢ what luck there is, and fan the
Jungles of the Song-Kai River a French

exploring expedition a few years ago
came across the remains of a mail earrier
who seemed to have fallen a victim te

wild beasts or the jungle fever, but who

before dying had taken the precaution to

hang his mail bag across the limb of the
tree near the foot of which the explor-

ers found his skeleton..—San Franciscn

Chronicle.

The monumental mein man dwells in
the Qusker City. He shouted from his
window the other morning, *Ha, milk-

man! You needn’t leave but a pint this

moruin,—my wife died last night,”

I, ‘By gum, I'll fix you!" says I. So I
sot deown oanto the doorstep, and sot all
day an' part of the evenin', aad then I
begun early next day; but about 19
o'clock he gin in."
h“Ah," said the creditor, ‘‘he paid up,
eh?”

_“Wall, yas; he kinder pomied. He
paid me my half, an’ [ gin him up the
note.”

Emperor William's Crown.

Emperor William,of Germany, has de-
signed an imperial ciown for himself
with the assistance of the well known
painter, Emil Necepler. It is to be com-
posed of pure gold,eatirely covered with
large dinmonds and pearls, surmounted
by a cross which is to be studded with
some of the finest diamonds of the
famous Hohenzollern family collection
of jewels, The crown vasto have been
formed after the pattern of the first royal
crown of Prussia, but the Emperor ul.
| [ilmntely decided to bave it made to fit
| bis own bead, .

CHILDREN'S DRESSES.

The dresses of children are now sc
picturesque, yet so devoid of elaboration,
that it 1s a satisfaction to note them.
Little dresses of China silk in pale pink,
blue, Spanish yellow or pure white, are
made with the utmost simplicity, a
slight decoration of lace or. the applica-
tion of velvet ribbon being all the gar-
niture that is used or required.—Brook-
lyn Citizen.

THINGS WORTH BUYING.

There is real economy and much lux
ury in linen towelling, castile soap, loa
sugar, fast prints, flannels, cloth anc¢
dress goods that are warranted all wool,
good shoe leather, full regular hosiery
and custom made wraps, jackets, coats
and cloaks. Cotton black velvets and
aatins, ‘‘loaded™ silk, jute iringes and
tinsel trimmings, imitation kid gloves,
plumage from barn yard fowls and furs
from domestic animals all come under the
term shoddy, and are not worth the
labor necessary to form them into &
wearing apparel.—New York World.

WHERE NONE BUT WUMEN YVOTE.

Womnan suffrazeis a fact in the Can:
ton of Zurich, Switzerland. There all
married women, and virginos of mature
age have the right to vote for midwives.
The msle sex is excluded, the females
having the monopoly of these elections.
Candidates for the position of midwife
ire, however, approved and nominated
by the medical authorities of the State,
no vote being counted that is cast for a
sandidate who has not been indorsed by
the doctors. The medical commission-
:rs being all of the male order, the right
to vote of the females suffers a consider-
ible restriction by this right of nomina-
tion possesscd by male doctors.—Chicago
Herald.

—

A CARE OF FINE LACE.

The love of lace is a pretty idolatry
and inherent in the woman of taste and
refinement. Somethinr about its cob-
webby meshes appeals to her heart, and
she handles her Mechlin and carcsses her
Venetian point with genuine affection.
The connoisseur knows full well that
fine lace should be washed as seldom as
pussible, but when it becomes necessary
it is done by her own haunds, or at least
directly under her supervision. A hot
soapsuds with rain water and glycerine
soap is prepared. The laces are rolled
on a glass bottle under a band of linen,
and arc put in the suds to remain twelve
hours. The sudsis renewed three times;
the bottle is plunged into soft, clear
water aad immediately taken out. Each
point of the lace is pinned down under
fine muslin and ironed on the wrong side.
| When finished each flower is raised by
means of a tiny stick of wood, or,
better still, of ivory. Tn bleach
laces, expose them to the sunlight in
soapsuds. The points are then dried on
a cloth to which they are pinned. Then
rub carefully with a sponge dipped in
the suds of glycerine soap. Rinse them
in alum water to remove the soap. Lace
that 18 not badly soiled msy be cleaned
with bread crumbs. Valenciennes should
be folded, sewed in bag of linen and
soaked in olive oil for several hours.
Afterward boil the baz for fifteen minutes
in a hot suds made from any pure soap.
Rinse well in a thia rice water, then open
the bag and pin down the lace to dry.
All laces should be ironed under muslin.
To cleanse siiver laces or braid one may
put them in a sack aad beil in suds, rinse
in cold water and apply a little spirits of
wine to the tarnished places. Black lace
may be cleaned by dipping in beer. It
should be pressed in the hands without
wringing and ironed while it is partly
' wet. Cream colored laces should be
boiled an hour in soapy bluing water.
This operation should be repeated twice,
though the third time there should be no
bluing in the water, and the lace should
not be rinsed, but put in gum water in
which a little brandy and alum is dis-
solved. Then it should be lightly pow-
dered with sulphur flour and ironed
while damp. Quite apropos of lacs, it
may be stated that lace luncheors or teas
are now a fad. Ladies who have an ex-
tensive collection of valuable laces invite
their friends to inspect their treasures.
In one cornér of the invitation card is
engravel the word ‘‘lace,” and if the
guests have any choice laces hidden away
in gilver paper they are liable to bring
them forth and wear them to this womanly
corner of Vanity Fair.—Once-A-Week.

FASBION NOTES.

Bonnets of white lace and pansies are
popular,

Silver nets about six inches square
and fringed with tiny silver balls are
worn by some young women in the
hair, -

The most fashionable china is pure
white with scalloped edges, and has the

monogram of a single initial engraved on
one side.

Rough, coarse, woolen materials,
woven with uneven threads, are very
fashionable for long mahntles and walk-
ing dresses.

The long sleeved garmeats are usefal
for the cooler days. Lisle thread unions

are in ecru.  The cotlons come in ecru
and bleached,

Wicker tea baskets' containing silver-
plated teapot, tea caddy and all the

accompaniments for tea on a journey are
used in Englacd. -

Breakfast jackets are made of flowered
delaives and nainsook and trimmed with
Valeaciennes lace and ribbons the exact
shade of the pattern.

_The Princesse gowns are open at one
side to show an underskirt of different
color, and the bodices and sleeves are
slashed with puffings of the same color,
or opened in some odd fashion and lsced
across with cord.

There are many girdles of all sorts of
passementerie and gold yet shown, and
many of them have one long end which
hangs straight down in front to the bot-
tom of the skirt. These girdles give a
style to almost any costume.

I"etticoats of dark or black silk, black

satin and surah are suitable for every
day, as well as better occasions, and are
trimmed at the edge in the most varied
and charmiogly dainty way, the trim-
ming being replaced as soon as wora
out.
_ A pretty novelty for the baby is a
Jacket made of waite China wash-silk,
embroidered with blue forget-me nots in
each corner and on the sleeves, and
these little jackets, instead of being
scolloped like the flannel ones, are
hemmed and feather stitched.

There are some new ideas a3 to sleeves
which will be carefully observed as a
date-mark  The latest of these is the
wide, loose sleeeve coming below the
elbow, and thea finished not with the
uvsual cuff, but a deep Hlousce or two
frills of guipure or other kind of baad-
some lace,

POPULAR SCIENCE.

Naturalists say that a single swallow
will devour 6000 flies in one day.

Teak wood contains an oil which pre.
vents the rusting of nails drivea into
it. ;

There is a river in Kansas which varies
in width during the course of the year
from three feet to seven miles.

Professor Rogers says that every pound
of coal contains a dynamic force equal to
the amount of work & man will do in a
day.

A French artist, M. Marey, has suc-
ceeded in photographing a flying insect.
The time of exposure was only 1-2500th
of a second.

A  marine biological laboratory is
about to be established on the island of
Jamaica in honor of the fourth centenary
of the discovery of America.

A block of carbon foirteen inches
square represents the amouat of that ma-
teriul in the bodily make-up of a man of
the average of 155 pounds weight.

Cyrus Thomas claims to have discov-
ered the key which will unlock the mys-
tery of the Maya codices and, probably,
of the Central American inscriptions.

. Through a pneumatic tube seven hun-
dred miles in length letters are whirled
between Paris and Berlin in thirty-five
minutes—at the speed of tweaty miles
a minute.

In using what is known as the Ca-
nadian method of boring oil wells, a
well 1090 feet was bored in 228 hours,
or an average of 4.78 feet per hour of
actual work.

According to Dr. Hansen the red in
flowers is a sinzle pigment soluble in
water and decolorized by aleohol, but
capable of being restored by the addi-
tion of acids. ;

Blaudyte is the name given to the new
material made of Trinidad asphalt and
waste ruober. It resists the heat of
high pressure steam and lasts w ell in the
presence of oil and grease.

A disease peculiar to Japan is known
as kake, which is thought to be the
result of a rice diet. The discase is a
slow degeneration of the nervous system
and steadily increasing weakness of the
patient,

Some prominent German engineers
maintain that the applicaticn of test
loads to bridges has never yet led to the
detection or defects wnich could not
have been found by calculation and in-
spection,

Sir Benjamin Baker has recently shown
that a crack or nick on the surface or
edge of a bar of steel does not always
in-icate its liability to tail by the gradual
speading of the nick anl a probable
breaking under a very much smaller load
thau a sound bar.

The difference between the so-called
s‘chemical” focus and tae visual focus of
a telescope may be little or it may be
half an inch. In either case the photo-
graphed image will be decidedly out ol
focus if allowance for this difference be
not carefully made.

The rate of progression of a storm is
often fifty miles an hour, and a series has
often been traced in a direct line from
north to south a distance of 400 miles.
The average altitude of thunder storns
has been found to be not over 5000 feet
above the surlace of the earth.

Melvin Atwood, the aged San Fran-
cisco mineralogist, one of the discover-
ers of the great Comstock ledge, believes
the chances are excellen: for iinding in
California one or more of the volcanic
pipes coutaining diamonds, as at Kim-

| berly,: Du Toitspan and Bultfoutein.

Dr.” Dareste has demonstrated that
monsters and monstrosities. Juring ani-
mal development are not the result of
pathological changes in the embryo, as
hitherto supposed, but modifications of
the processes ol orgauic evolution, such
as bring about the difference betweeu in-
dividuals and races ia mankind.

According to a report from Germany
the most powerful electric locomotive in
the world is building at Baden. Itisto
be provided with motors of a total horse
power of 1500, which can be raised to
2000 horse power. Oane motor 18 to be
placed directly on each of the eight
axles, and the locomotive is desizne | for
a speed as high as that ordinarily used
on steam locomotives.

In many of the out-of-the-way places
it has been found necessary to manufac-
ture nitro glycerine on the spotin order
to avoid the very high rates charged by
transportation companies. Such has beea
the advance in methods of making this
explosive that, with ordinary precau-
tion, thorough washing, and careful
watchicg of the various changes of color,
it can be made without fear of serious
accident,

A Train's Life.

A prominent official of the passenger
department of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company was asked the other day by a
geatleman with whom he was traveling
to New York on the Washington *‘limit-
ed” express what wasthe average ‘‘life”
of one of such trains. “‘Well,” he re-
plied, ‘‘that in a large measure depends
on the length and nature of the train’s
regular run. Take, as the most promi-
nent example we could have, the limited
express which we rua from New York to
Chicago.  The average life of such a
train is a trifle over six moaths, and the
fact that such a train goes to the shops
to be thoroughly overhauled and refitted
twice a year shows how caraful the great
railroads are to keep up their standirds.

“*Yery often the trains show but little
wear, and only here and there can the
results of six mounths’ use be detected,
but they are, nevertheless, ordered to
the shops, stripped of their interior
fittings, repainted, gone over by the
workmen of every department that took
a hand in originally constructing them,
and then restored to the cabinet makers
and upholsters to be turned out again
practically new cars.”

Another interesting point was that
these trains are not ‘‘patched up” with
a new car now and another new car
again, but are always sent out in com-
plete sets of cars from the shops, and
when this is done the train which is
taken off to give place to the new
one is used for some less distinguished
run.——Philadelphia Record.

——— e

Two New Snmmer Foods.

Two new summer foods are inimated
in recent official publications. Accord-
ing to a report made by Vice-Coasul
Robinson, of Colon, on the Isthmus of
Panama, the business of preparing ban-
ana meal for the New York market will
soon be carried on in that region. He
states that a company has been organized
for the purpose of drying and otherwise
preparing bananas and plantaias for food.
He says it had been ascertained that
while apples yield only twelve per ceat.,
bananas, with skins removed, yield twea.
ty-five per cent. of thoroughly desiccated
fruit. The supply of bananas is prac-
tically unlimited. The fruit grows to
maturity all the year round, and may he
obtained every day througnouat the year,
80 that the manufacture of the new food
qgm be made continuous.—New York

un.

At Serning, China, the contract for
iron work for a large Qhinese iron works
m been taken out zothe hands of Eng.
ligh ﬁrmandlslvm;_ Belgiaus.

A HINT TO DAIRYMEN,

Itis a common practice among farm-
ers to carry back from the cheese fac-
tory whey in the cans that they had
carried the milk in, and unless the farm-
er uses every effort to thoroughly clean
his cans, the effect upon the milk will
be quickly noticed in the cheese product.
Night's aod morning’s milk should not
be mixed in the same can, unless the

morning’s milk is thoroughly cooled by

aeration before mixing with the night's
milk. “Cousequently it would be neces-
sary for those who do the milking to
get up an hour earlier in the morning,
which every farmer knowa is no casy
mafter.—American Dairyman.

THE NEW YORK BLACK KXOT LAW,

The law concerning the black knot of
plum and cherry trees, which was re-
cently passed by the Legislature of New
Yoik, and which is now in force, de-
clares a tree infected by this disease to
be & nuisance, and requires the owner of
such tree or trees to abate the nuisance.
It authorizes the supervisor of any town
(or the mayor in the case ot a city) to
sppoint, on the application of three or
more resident freeholders of the town,
three commissioners who shall be fruit
growers and residents of thé town. It
shall be the duty of these commissioners
to examine any tree or trees koown to
be or suspected of being affected by the
disease 1n their town, and to mark for
destruction the part or parts found to be
infected by the black knot, If the tree
is 80 badly affected that its total destruc-
tion is demanded or necessary, they are
to mark it by girdling its trunk. They
must then give notice to the owner, who
is required withia ten days of such notice
to cut away and burn the part or parts
marked, and in case of the girdled tree
to destroy it wholly, burning the affected
parts. If he fail to do this within the
specified time, the commissioners are to
do it for him, and he renders himselfl
liable to a fine not exceeding $25 or to
imprisonment for ten days, or to both,
in the discretion of the court. Any
justice of peace in the town has jurisdic-
tion in the case. The commissioners are to
receive each $2 a day for the time actually
spent in the discharge of their duties and
their necessary expenses. The owner of
destroyed trees is debarred from recover-
ing damages against any one destroying
the infected trees or parts thereof.

With this law faithfully enforced, the
fruit growers of New York may expect
to be free from a fungous foe that has in-
flicted upon them untold losses in the
past.—Country Gentleman.

LAMPAS IN HORSES.

Lampas in horses is nothiog more than
the swelling of the soft parts of the roof
of the mouth, just behind the upper froot
teeth. It frequently occurs in colts or
young horses at the time of shedding the
tecth, and among older ones when they
are afllicted with some digestive disorder.
It is merely the result or effect of some
injury or disorder, and in itsell not a
disease, but through the ignorance of
man many a horse has had his mouth
burned with a hot iron, fur this barbar—
ous operation bas long becn practised as
an infallible cure for lampas. If the
swelling is due to an unsound tooth bet-
ter cxtract it than to injure the soft
parts of the mouth by burning or other-
wise. In severe cases a slight scarifying
or pricking with a sharp knifs just
enough to start the blood will give
almost justant relief, without causing
much pain to the animal. Where lam-
pas is due to digestive disorders, as is
usually the case 1n old horses, give a dose
cf physic, with a warm bran mash or
gruel which the horse may drink with-
out being obliged to chew. There is no
danger of the horse starving with lampas,
and a fast of a day or two will probably
be more beneficial than injurious. If
the horse gets very hungry give him
some corn on the ear, and in biting this
from the cob he will force the swelled
gums back into place. Bathing the gums
with equal parts of vinegar and water or
with alum water will oftea allay the in-
flammation and restore the parts to their
normal condition.—NewYork Sun.

FARM AND GARDEN NOTES.
A sharp kink in a pig’s tail is said to
indicate good health.

Planting cacumbers for pickles should
be done as socon as possible.

Egg plants may now be set out with-
out any danger of their being injured by
the weather.

The proper temperature for cream
churning in winter is from sixty to
sixty-four degrees,

A great deal of dirt is carried from
the milkman's wazon to the kitchen
when milk is served in open dishes or
pans. _

The swéet potato, in addition to being
& good food for maun,is a delicacy for the
bog. 1If there is any left over give it to
them,

Too much caution cannot be given on
shearing ewes about clipping the teate,
A ewe with a clipped teat is ruined for
breeding purposes.

The Punic bees are the tamest and
geutlest of all the bee family, and their
sting the least painful. The sting of the
Byrian bees is the most painful.

The mutton market is growing more
particular all the time. The people who
eat mutton begin to know the good from
the poor by looking at it aud touching
it.

A rich and occasionally good food for
cows is cornmeal fed with hay and well
mixed. A too frequent diet of this

will, however, produce fat instead of
milk.

Do pot neglect to chop some onions or
onion tops for little ducks and turikeys
every day or two. They ure relished by
them and will *do them very much
good.

The best way to miake & dry goods
clerk of your boy is to give him :cghoiee
lot of seasoned elm chucks to split, with
a splintered ax helve, the first warm day
in spring.

Do not let little chicks go hungry.
They will gathor all they can, if they
have all they want to eat, while if
hungry they will paep round the coop
snd not grow.

Make the home the centrs of your
farm work. Make every effort to add to
its bgauty‘ and its purity, and the home
will in turn make your field work much
lighter and pleasanter.

Good land may be stocked with sheep
at the rate of five head per acre of pas-
ture and eight head per acro of plowed
lsnd. With what stock can the land be
made to earn more than in this wayl

For the proper aud successful eultiva-
tion of asparagus, the soil should be a
rich, well-prepared loam, and ecare
should De waken that the roots are
spread and well-covered. Salt is the
bst fertilizer for this plaat, :

HOUSEHOLD MATTERS.

A XOYEL CREEPFING RUG.

A novel creeping-rug to be laid upon
the nursery floor fhan the baby starts
out for s crawl is made on a foundation
coarse Holland, bound with Turkey-red
cotton. The rug, which is about two
yards square, is scattered with objects
either cut out of plush and velvet and
applived in place or worked with col-
ored wools 8o as %0 have raised effect.
1f worked with wool, t::d;:bml;:

padded with ing.
tﬂ;:,b:ﬁce, bees and a bee-hive, balls and
whips, fruits and fowers, sad pictures
of li‘tle children may be used in the
decoration.—New York Post.

CLEANING BLACK SILK.

The Parisian method for cleaning black
silk is as follows: Thoroughly brush
and wipe with a cloth; then lay upon a
skirtboard and sponge on the right side
with coffee that has been etrained
through muslin. Iron on the wroag
side, The coffee removes every particle
of grease and restores the brillancy of
silk without impartinyg to it either the
shiny ap or crackly or papery
stiffness obtained by beer or, indeed, any
other liquid. Tbe silk really appears to
be thickened by the process, and this
good effect is permauent. Experiment
on a ribbon or cravat and be satisfled
that this is the best method for cleaning
silk.—Detroit Free Press.

CARE OF BROOMS.

Dou't hang your broom brush end
uppermost, unless you want to spoil it.
If the brush is the least bit damp, the
moisture will work down into the body
of the broom and make it musty, and
after a time will rot the threads all out.
I know there is a great fancy nowadays
for fastening the brooms on the wall by
means of nails driven through spools, as
well as various broom-holders and similar
devices, but it is all & mistake, as one
may see by giving the subject a little
thought. Hang up & wet broom in this
way, and the water naturally soaks into
the tying. Once wet, it would take days
to dry it. Before it could be thoroughly
dded, it gets wet again.

The inside portion of the broom is
fastened with wires. These become
rusted and break away, and the threads
which fasten the outside get rotted, and
some littie blow breaks them loose; thea
the broom is spoiled. Go to the bard-
ware store and buy a dozen large-sized
screw-eyes. Put one of these in the end
of the handle of every broom in the
house. Drive nails aod hang them up.
Before putting them up it is well o dip
them from about four or five incies of
the length of the brush into hot water,
hang them up and let them dry thor-
oughly before using. In this way ihe
brush dries straight, and the broom will
last as long again as whea treated ia the
usual way.

These screw-eyes have various uses,
and it is economy to buy them by the
gross. The dusting brush, floor brushes
—anything with a wooden handle—may
be hung up by means of them. The
bread board, the ironing board, indeed,
every wooden utensil about the house,
may be much more coaveniently plazed
by means of these trifling appliasces.
Buch small wares cost almost nothing,
and by their use one finds elbow room,
shelf room and order much more easily
than by almost any other means.—
Ledger.

ALMONDS, PEANUTS AND MACAWOONS,

Selted Almonds---A common way of
preparing the nuts is to blanch aad dry
them, then put them in a new baking
tio and allow ove large tablespooaful of
butiter for each pound of almoads. Set
them in & moderate oven, shake and
watch them until brown, drain off the
grease and sprinkle with sait. Keep in
a cold place; serve in fancy disaes,
Place on the table before the guests are
seated and pass several times,

Salted Almonds, Rale No. 2---Pour
hot water over them, blanch and wipe
dry, put them in & wire basket, have a
kettle of hot olive oil, smoking hot, sink
the wire basket in the oil for a moment
and out again,  Sprinkle the almoands
with salt and put them in a cool place
until they are ready to serve,

Salted Peanuts-—-These are much used
and preferred by some to salted almonds.
Get the uocooked peanuts, shell, put
them on & tinin the ovea to dry, then
rub off the brown skin and put them in
a baking tin with two tablespoonfuls of
olive oil for every quart of nats. Set

them on top of a hot stove, shaking sad |

stirring them all the time uatil they are
a rich brown---take up on a skimmer and
drain. Sprinkle with sait aad cool.

Salted Almonds Prepared in Cream---
Blanch one pound of almonds, wipe dey
and soak in sweet cream enough to cover,
one hour, skim out and dry, scatter salt
over them through salt sifter, put on a
baking plate and set in & moderate oven,
shake often and brown.

Mrs. Rorer's Rule for Cocoanut Maca-
roons—Beat the whites of five cggs
until light not stiff, then add by degrees
one pound of powdered sugar, a tea-
spoounful of rosewater, and half a pouad
ol shredded cocoanut, mix carefully and
thoroughly together and dip by tea-
spoonfuls on greased paper, leaving a
space between each. Bake in 3 mod-
erate oven uotil light brown. They
should be first dusted with powdered
sugar.

Hickory Nut Macarvons— Crack
en ough hickory nuts to have a1 cupful
of meat, pound fine; make a frostng
of the whites of eggs beaten to a stiff
froth, add fine sugar enough to sweetea,
stir in the nuts, butter the hands and
make into balls the size of large hickory
nuts, place on oiled paper in s dripping-
pan far enough apart so they will not
touch each other when they spread.

Almond Macaroons.—One pound of
almonds, shell and blanch; after peeling
put in the oven a few minutes to dry,
pound in clean mortar, pour out and mix
with fine sugar, one and a half pounds,
beat the whites of nine eggs a little and
mix with the nuts, beat well together, it
too thin add more sugar, flavor. Drop
with & spoon on sheets of foolscap paper,
leaving a space between. Bakein a slow
oven about twenty minutes. Do not
try to remove them from the paper until
cool, then turn them bottom side up
and they will loosen.—New York Ob-
server.

&> Sarsaparilla
Cured me of Goltre or
swellings in the neck
which 1 had from 10 years
oldtill Iwas5. When I

fain
truly recommend Hood'
- lg. AXNA Bu'unus.n'.
HOOD'S PILLS are the best after-dinner
Pllls. They assist digestion and cure headache.
NYNU-—Ss
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Arizona Onyx.
Arizons onyx is fast gsining o ™
tion in the East, and the dt;“h ;:tmtu
distant when most of the onyx used in
the United States will come from this
Territory. The great bed of this pre.
cious stone in Yavapai and Maricopa
S::;tia.nllo;c;l when sufficiently devel.
+ Will supply a greater of the
demand. Even now from ::l: to five
car loads are shipped from the Yavapai
Leds, and arrangemcnts are being made
to increase the output. The Yavapai
onyx beds, owned by W. O. O'Neil and
partners, are probably the most extensive
mines of the kind known, being almost
a solid body ode mile by one mile and a
balt in extest. At preseat sbout forty
men are engaged in taking out the stone
that is being shipped to Chicago, New
York, Cincinnat: and other Eastern cit-
ies, where it is worked into table tops,
etc. Probably the largest slab of onyx
ever taken out in ome piece was dug out,
of the O"Neil ledge, it being 23x10 feet
and twenty-six inches thick. The stone
from this claim 13 very fine grain and
takes 4 much higher polish than the cel-
ebrated onyx of Mexico, and it contains
colors that were exhausted many yeats
ago in the Mexican mines.  Then, too,
the mines of that country never turned
out picces larger thar five or six feet
Square.
Creek onyx beds do not seem to be as
large as the Yavapai beds, though the
stone is as fine, but even as they are,
they will produce large amounts and in
blocks of very satisfactory size. J B,
Daugberty, of New York, is doiog a
great deal of development work; ana as
soon as the road is completed, which
will be in a few days. he will put teams
to hauling and losding in onto the cars
at Phenix for shipmeat to New York.—
Phenix Gazette.

Admirable results have attended the
artesian borings in the Sahara, and this
has led to a demand being made by the
inhabitants in other portions of the des-
ert.

—_— ———l—
The Dreaded Sieeping Car,

Coughs, Colds and Pneamoaia are contracted
in the Palace Sleeper spite of all precautions,
save one, and that is 19 be wrmed with s bottle
of Dr. Hoxsie's Uertain Croup Cure. This is
not only a cure, bat a wwdar - wl prevetioe of
Criuwg ant Peeumomia. Sold by prominent
druggists, Sc. Manufactured by A. P. Hox-
sie, Buffalo, N. Y.

Itis proposed to lay a submarine cable
in the Caspian Sea.

How's This ¢

We offer One Hundred Dollars
any case of catarrh that cannot hm‘a’"
Hall's Catarrh Curs, o

. J. Caexer & Co., Props., Tole

We, the undersigned. have known d
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe him
perfectly honorable in all siness Lransac-
tions, and financially able to earry out any ob-

ligations made by their firm.
\ ml;“ Tuvax, Wholesale Druggists, Toledo,

Warniva, Kiswax & Manvis, Wholesale
Druggists, Toledo, O.

Hall's Caiarrh Cure is taken Internally, act-
ing directly apon the blood and mucous sur-
faces of the system. Testimonials sent free
Price 35¢. per bottle. Sold by all druggista,

The Ladies,

The pleasant effect and perfect mafety with
which ladies may use the California Hquid
laxative, Syrup of Figs, under all conditions,
makes it their favorite remedy. To get the
true and geauine article, lo 'k for the name of

the California Fig Syrup Co.. printed near the
bottom of the package.

Mr. J1. Lane, grneral manager Georgia Seath-
ern and Florida Railroad, says: = | was entirely
relived of bheadache Hm.”}'cl'nline in Afteen
minutes. It is the only thing that relieves me.”
All druggists, fifty cents,

Ir you are troubled wtth__'mnh:h take
Beecham's Pills. A positive specific. Nothing
ke it S cents a box,

B e —

1t afMicted with sore ayes use Ur. lssas Thomp -
son sEye-water, seil at Te.per bottle.

Natare should be
assisted to throw
off impuritiesofthe
bloed. Nething
\ CURES does it so well, so

Ill.llllll. promptly, or se
m safely as Swift’s

Specific.
LIFE HAD NO CHARMS.,

m}-‘or thm'y;act; 1 was troubled with mala-
i Tyhoo. ich caused my appetite to fail,
and mgraﬂymduud{n flesh, and life
lost all its charms. I tried mercurial and
potash remedies, but to no effect. I could
getno relief. I then decided to C ¢

A few bottles of this wonderf
medicine made a complete and permanent
cure, and I now enjoy better health than ever.

. A. Rice, Ottawa, Kan.

Our b;:okon Blood and Skin Diseases
ree.

Swrirr Srecirio Co, Atlanta, Ga.

DRKILMERS

WAMP

N
so1

Kidney, Liver and Bladder Cure.
Rheumatism,

Lum joints
urine, e

gravel, ulcera b
Disordered Liver,
Lm;utm s hidncy dificulties,
La Grippe, urinary trouble, bright's discase,

Impure Blood,

Scrofuia, malaria, gen']l weakness or debility,
e i T e e
At Druggists, 50c, Size, $1.00 Size,
“Invalid? Quide to Heakt® Trea
Da. Kituzs & Co.. Bivcunawrox, N. ¥.

Bo far ss developed the Cawve |

mlancholy and nervoyen e ;:-'z:m_
refreshing sleep and re-tons .rm
and strength. For periodical pai
mnternal inflammation 414 m
tion, weak back, leucorr), ;:i
| kindred ailments, it's a pocitiv, .
_clﬁc--nne that is racreanterd P;;
it fails to give satisfaction in an
case, the money paid for i r;
turned. -
_The great, griping, ol ned
g“s make trouble. Dy 1 ey *
leasant Pellets prevent iv. Ty, v
is the natwral way, Sick Heala a,:
Biliousness, Constijation, Indiges
tion, and all derangements of ;h.

[ |

| for sale for some time
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ful disorders peculiar 1o pogr T
can .b'c taken awav The .
unfailing remedy for them = .
Pierce’s Favorite Prescrios; b Dr.
It corrects, eures, and Lol
up. It improves digestion, e ‘:

the blood, dispels ach-

Li"tf, Stomach and Bowels ar
vented, relieved and cured
est, cheapest, easiest o take.

pre-
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Should Have It n The B
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tntake josgesoa'y aentyer | feimrs
Sore Thrvat, Tonsgiitia, - vy ru?
Brvre all Sammer Comnplatnra '
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“Augus
Flower

“ T am Post Master here and
a Store. [have kept August Fi
| think
a splendid medicine.”” E. A, Bo
P. M., Pavilion Centre, N. Y

The stomach is the reservoir,
If it fails, everything fails. The
liver, the kidneys, the lungs, the
heart. the hcad. the blodd, the niTvesy
all go wrong. If you feel wrong,
look to the stomach first. Put that

b))

right at once by using August
Flower. It assuresa good appetite
and a good digestion. -

Tutt’s Tiny Pillse

.-ﬂ--lm the torpid mer.dnngu-m.

the "digestive organs, reguisis the
bowels, and are anequaled as anant-
bilious medicine. e small. Priee,

Ofice, 30 & 41 Park Place, 5§
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BETTER DEAD

THAN ALIVE §
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FRED'K DUTCHER DRUGCO..

FRAZERGAZSSe

BEST IN THE WORLD,

Jts wearing QOAINIes aFe LiEelr jaiess | "ually
out three boxes of other e b
afievieni best. (- GET THE GENINE

FUR SALE BY DEALERS GEXERA!

Pio's Remedy fior Untarth bs fir
Rest, Ensiest to 1'se, stwl Cheape

Sold by druggists of send by Dl

. . T. Aarsitioe, Warren, Pa .
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