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ﬁq are to have then- choive, |
vote either measures or candidstes

each indi voler nccording to hia
vmn ouhn plbhn interest or his seuse of

dut
'l‘,l'ae BTIIPN nghl:u of the State, from
1776 until now, preclaims that ** elections
ought to be free.” It is a noteworthy fact
that, in France, where, so far as elecuonl
are allowed, universal manhood suffrage
prevails, under the first Bonaparte in 1804,
and under the third in 1852, a lican
form of government was con into &
monarchical or despotic one, through the
ceremony of an election, and by a vote of
the people approaching to unanimity.
These were, of course, attributed only to
the influence of dnréss and fear. DBat in
England and America such influences are
not allowed to operate, and like bribery or
frand would renderan election wvoid. Ac-
cording to our theory, if the elector at the
shall express, not his own sentiments,
ut those of some other person or authori-
In the olection itselfl ia but an idle form.
election with us, therefore, is an ocea-
sion for serious thought, inquiry, unreserv-
ed consultation and free discussion; and

our su are acenstomed fo be given,
acocording to the convictions of our minds,
effected sach means.

In the election now before us, the elec-
tors are fo vote *“For a Counvention or
Agninst 8 Convention,”” spd, at the same
time, for delegutes to nprment their coan-

ties in Convention, provided the affirma-

tive vote shall be sufficient, according to
the provisions of the jaw. quh Conven-
tion, if called, is to deliberate on the form-

ation of a Oonstitution, in which there shall
be a provision, ** that the elective franchise
shall be emjoyed by all such persons as have
the qualifications for «lectors in the present

| election;” that is **all the male cilizens of

the State, twenty-ona years old nod up-
wards, of whatever ruce, color or previous
condition, who have been resident in the
State for one year previous to the day of
any eleetion, except such as may be dis-
{ranchised for ipation in the rebel-
lma, nr for felony at common law.” 1
n otation with care, for the par-

g it in my unbu.qm nt re-
marh, with the qunalification of voters in
some of the leading States now represent-
ed in Congress, whose members have shown
exiranordinary zeal in prescribing its terms

Never, heretofore, in America, has the
elective franchise been extended to new
classes of voters, except through the agency
of Conventions chosen by those who had
enjoyed it exclusively before. Cougréss, |,
by the acts under considcration, has ex-
tended it toall males of the black race
twenty-one years of age and upwards, with
no other gualifications than those above
recited ; but only so fur, Lhowever, as re-
gards the present election. And, accord-
ing to my recollection, it was stated in the
debate on these acts by Mr. Fessenden, of
Maine, cerlaiul_y one of the ablest and most
experienced members of the Senate, that
no permanent regulation of this nature
could be eonstitutionally established in a
State without the sanction of its people;
and I think the correctness of the remark
was nequieseed in by the subsequent action
of Congress. Congres, then, Las provided
that in the vresent election the black race,
with no other than the qualifications al-
ready stated, shall vote. 'That was their
act. If it shall be ‘provided that they shall
so vote in all fature time] the act will be
ours. It is not sought to be disguired,
that Congress desires that we shall so pro-
vide, and it is strongly intimated, that rep-
resentation in Congress will not be allowed
us until it is done ; but it is still left to the
people of the State as represented in Con-
vention{o be deliberated upon and decided,
and no more momentous question was ever
prescnted for the determination of a free
people.
The inquiry canoot be excluded from our
consideration, if we would, whether, under
the Constitution of the United States or
any republican organization, a Constitution
of Government for thé regaulation of the
internal affairs of a State can be forced
upou a people against the wishes of a ma-
jority of its qualified voters, by distraint or
doress ? A Constitution of Government,
says Macaunley, which will fit one State or
people may not fitanother ; any more than
a coatby the measure of thie Apollo Belvi-
dere may be expected to fit all the human
race. And the very idea of republican
Government pre-sap that the people
themselves can best Judge as to the funda-
mental law under which they shall live, as
well as of the e ments passed from time
to time by thei islatares. This propo-
sition is most clearly stabed by Washing-
ton in his farewell address, when he de-
clares that “‘the basis of our political sys-
tem is the right of the people to make and
to alter their Constitations of Government. ™
North Carolina does not seek to have a
voice in the question whether the Japanese,
Chinese or any Asiatic race shall exercise
the elective franchise in California ; nor
does she claim the right to interfere in the
domestio regulations of any sister State of
the Union. On the other hand, she makes
her appeal fo the people of all the other
States to concede to her, within the limits
of their common Constitution, the powers
of control, and those only, which those
States assert for

Bat throln'ng out of comsideration the
question of right of the people of a State
to frame their State Constitution according
to their own conception of the )ublm

, is the measure proposed expedient ?

ill it promote the welfare to con-
fer the right to votein all ar elections
on the negro race, with no other ifiea-
tions than those in contemplation ? Isit
not perfeetly manifest that it will not ?—
The representative republics of this coun-
try, with their written bunshtnuons, their
divisions of power iuto ve, execu-
tive or judicial departments, and their in-
troduction of the pevple to pate in
and decide upon the rights and interests of
society, as voters aud jurors, are looked for
in vain in other conntries of the world and
are founded upon the idea of a certain
. | standard of virtue and iutelli in the
constiteent body of electors, without which
they eannot be maintained. Who among
ns believes that the great mass of the
blacks recently in a state of slavery, come
up fo this standard of virtue and intelli-
genoe, and are fit to be made self-reliant
electors ? In such their condition asto
knowledge and morality, the extension;of
the right of suffrage to them indiscrimin-
ately, inltud of distributing political
power mu:burd
will in
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“ When tha people of ope of uid rebel
States shall have formed s of Gov-
crument in conformity 'i;h the w of
the United States, in all mpedt. 13“-

Convention o' dolegates elected by the male
zeus of m:hguh. tvm-ﬂ years old and

re are
appeal without @isrespect to Congress:
1st. Byeho:::;:’m which shall

for the peoplao! North Carolina, and ask-

ing spprobation thereof. 2d. By voting|

against Convention. And inasmuch as the
only specific requirement of the Act of

stitntion for mnegro which we
consider it rminous to I ghould
prefer. the latter. Conventions, with
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weér over the fundamental law of t.ho under

tate, are not called of choice, e
cases where

change is desired, f the
elective franchise shall be en, tzlllmhp& alteration is not hmlul
:‘;’e‘::'m‘,'.hﬁ}'; O ﬂ”mm Jor |is no occasion for the eall. To me, who
when cértain other shall oocur, (as farther ogncurred in, and most mﬁl’ approved
recited in thoe 5th section,) ““said State shall be |their decision, it wasa me -

\ared entitled. £o tadi There wasa to-mghl. at the
:‘:flmmmﬂne humm&m ru: ;? ]':ebrunrg 1585, %o wee’ tho Jpeoplo of | goneert Uh'.hh T, Bw'l First
ted therefrom, on the preseribed by |\ orth Carolina reject the p made | Paptist, on m"f the great
law® - by the Legislature to eall a ivention to | 1t mm ain Boston, has

This is the only provision tonching the |consider the subject of secession. The in the T.'niul amuwem. w. hh‘?:

subject matter under consideration, and its
only intimation is, that until there is a ful-
filmeunt of the requirements, the Military
(overnment sh continue. There bave
been threatening declarations made by in-
dividual wwembers of Congress, and certain
presses have teemed with fulminations
against all whlio should hesitate in taking
immediately the steps pro but Con-
gress, as a body, have estublished no pen-
alty and made no threats. The first reflec-
tion which oeceurs on hearing these an-
nouncements is, that it would be a harsh
measure and saver of injustice to require
people to vote iman , and then
punish them for voting for the candidate,
(whether man or measare,) of their choice.
And further, that it would bestill more un-
inst to punish the peole of North Carolina
for failure to make a Constitotion and es-
tablish a basis of suffrage whieh Penunsyl-
vania, Ohio, New York and other great
and leadinz States of the North have re-
fused, and still do refuse, to establish for
themldvel, thongh with far less cogent
reasons than prevail with us. The Consti-
totion of Pennsylvania, as re-ordained in
1838, regulates suffrage in these words :
“Tn elections by the citizens, every while free-
man of the age of twenty-one years, having re-
sided in this State one year end in the election
dmt.rict where he offers to voto ten days immedi-
uPrnceding such election, and within two years
a Stale or County taz which shall have been

aum ased at least ten days before the election,
shall enjoy the rights of an clector,” &o.

That of New York provides that

“Every male citizen of the &ge of twenty-one
vears, &o,, shall be enbitled to vote,” &c. *‘ But
uo men of color, onléés he shall have been for
threo years a citizen of the Btate, and for one
year next preceding every election shall have been
seizad and posscssed of & frechold estate of the

valoe of two hundred and fifty dollars over and
above all debts and incumbrances charged there-
on, and thall have been actually rated and paid s
tax thereon, ahall be entitled to vote at such elec-
tion,” &e

That of Ohio, as follows :

“ Every whito male citizen of the United States,
of the sge of twenlty-one years, who shall have
been a resident of the State one year next prece-
ding the e¢lection, and of the County, &c., in
which he resides, such time ss may be pmnded
by law, shall have the qualifications of an clector
and ba entitled to vote at all elections.™

Since the passage of the Acts of Congress
on this subject, an amendment has been
proposed in the Constitution of Ohio by
the Legislature and submitted to the vote
of the people, so as to admit colored men
to the right of suffrage on the sume foeting
with white men ; and after a most anima-
ted canvass in its favor by the leading pub-
lic men of the dominant party in that
State, the news comes to us, as I write, that
it has been rejected by an overwhelming
majority. Now will there be any punish-
ment attempted npon the people of that
State for refusing o extend the right of

to negroes? If not, is any to be
reasonably apprehended upon the people of
North Carolina, if they shall come to a like
determination, for reasons far more power-
ful and controlling ? If any penalty is
to be imposed, should it not rather be upon
these States where the negro is not numer-
ous and has been a freedman forgenerations,
if not from before the foundation of the
State, (as in Ohio, ) than in this State, where
they constitute one-third of the population,
and the generality are necessarily, from
their recent condition of slavery, in the
grossest ignorance ? It is derogatory to
the Congress of the United States to pre-
same that for a negative vote on this ques-
tion, which would be but & respectful re-
monstrance, they would think of visiting
the electors of a State with punishment ;
and if, in the excitement of t'tgw faver*,s they
should, theqoomtihl&ntlm e great Btates
already mentioned, as well as others, who
have mnmfastad no disposition to make the
coveted change in their body of voters,
would be quick to perceive that, what is
ours to-day may become theirs to-morrow ;

that precedents accumulate and constitate |

law, and that, astheir répresentatives shall
have done to others, so may it be done to
them. However this may the chan
gmpoaedisint fundamental article of
tate Constitation, deeply affecting t.he
security, safety and peace of society, and
the promotion of the civilization and
happiness of its members ; it is domestic.
H concerns ourselves only. and we must
act upon isin the choice allowed us ac-
fo our convictions “of daty.—
Mhachm i8 mot necessary to
tha protection of any rights or im-
nnmes of the freedmen before the law.
the present Constitotion, and the Bill
B;ghh which has stood untouched since
17Tb the free colored man is now, and al-
way shasbeen entitled to all thagnarm
teeo as to life, liberty, sec ‘zeand proper-
ty, which are vonch-lad to the white men,
as mueh so as women, minors and adalts of
the white race, who have not paid public
taxes. The question before us therefore is
not one of protection to him, but whether
he is qualified for the exercise of political
power here, wilich is denied to him in sg
many States of the North. I have no pre-
jadices the colored race. As &
member of the tare in years gone
by, I voted for their liberation on all prop-
ei :.Eghea.honl “n:aordang totthe th& ;:ta
o a -] on
freod white I m::;%fdmd;&
ta om against men
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presses and politicians of varions shades of
opivion, were, in the confusion and uncer-
tainty of the times, nearly umanimousin
favor of the eall. But t.ha people. seeing |
the critical eondition of affsirs, rejected 1t
by a decisive majority ; at the same time
taking care to elect elngntoa who would
represent their sentiments, provided the
aflirmative had prevailed. Thus two months
were gained, before causes, not then antici-
pated, and which were regarded when they
occurred as a necessity, precipitated us into
a war already commenced,

These are some of the views I should
have presented to your meeting, had I|®
been able to attend. I think the subject
has been less considered, Ly the people,
than, from its trnnsccndnnt importanoce, it
deserves.

I disclaim any purpose of disrespect or
contumacy towards any d enb or au-
thority of the Government of the United
States, and still moreat aiming to promote
the interests of party.

A Whig from principle, never having had
any other party connexion, now past the
meridian of life, will gladly forego all his
interest in party, provided he ean be as-
sared that he yet has a conntry. Our own
(Gaston, long years ago, in the Halls of
Congress, spengmg of faction, which is but
party in excess, exclaimed, ‘‘Faction out
of power is a demon in ohsina. Fwtion
elothed with the attributes of rule is a Mo-
loch of destruction.” Tn our present sita-
ation what is party to us or we to party?—
To adopt platforms, profess creeds or bar-
ter away our rights and interests as a State,
in order to conciliate any party, is not on-
ly positively wrong; but is a mistaken pol-
icy. Nothing less than the saving efficacy
of that perfect law of liberty embraced-in
the Constitution of the United States, with
all its privileges and mutnal guarantees,
will relieve or materially benefit us. After
this shall be restored we may afford to par-
ticipate in the contest of parties.—
A half-faced fellowship, s patehed up Union
based on fear, and secompanied with men-
tal reservations, should not be desired. I
trust that Congress will reconsider and be
convinced of this truth, and I trust that the
people will be charitable toward each other,
and patient and submissive to the laws, but
that they will not lcse their self-possession
nor forget that freedom in elections is their
birthright; and, if there be among us those
who, conscious of jlittle favor with the old
voters, are seeking to exhibit extraordinary
zeal for the new, and to bind them er
as & parb i organization, opposite and hos-
tile, on the imaginary ground of adverse in-
terests, let the former remember that they
constitute the majority, and on this ques-
tion hold their destiniesin their own hands.
Intending, ns I am sure they do, nothing
bat what is right and just homds their
fellow-citizens of all races, they have it in
their power to protect themselves against
wrong.

I am, very respectfuliy, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
W. A. Gramam.

Messrs. Pern & GaLss,
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California Elections.

Piw Frawamsco, Ocl. 17—P. M.
The Democratic msjority is fourteen hundred,
ins in the interior. The Alta claims

Prize Fight.

Cureaco, Oct. 17T—P. M.
Fitzgerald and Dooney in » prize fight

engaged
Dooney lost by foul play on the nine-

I
L

Special,
L. PLANAGAN

DEALER IN
MILLINERY AND FANCY GOODS,

TOYS, FRUITS,
AND
FRENCH OONFECTIONERIES,

BABY CARRIAGES AND LUNCH BASKETS,

AND A GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF
SMALL WARES, NOTIONS, &c., &c,

“VAHRIETY STORE,
No. 1 GRANITE ROW, SOUTH FRONT ST.,

Betwveen Market and Dock stroets,

WILMINGTON; N. C.
A5~ A good assortment of FIrz Worzs always
on hand.

.3 &4

LAW OF HUMANITY
IN RELATION TO SOCIAL BVILS,

An Essay for Young Men, on Physiological
Errors and Abuses, incident to Youth and Early
Manhood, with the humane view of trestment
and cure. Sent in sealed letter envelope, free of
ocharge. Address Dr, J, BKILLIN HOUGHTON,
Howard Association, Philadelphia, Pa.

sept. 35 308-88-d&w-3m

To the Voiers of Brumswick County.

WITH THE CONBENT OF Dz. W, G. CURTIS,
we announce him &8 a candidate to represent this

county in the Oonvention called under the Be- |

cunstruction Ack.
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COAL ! €OAL!
STOVE COAL,

Buck Mountain.
All COALS sold by na are aecurately weighed

g WORTH & DANIEL,
_sept 3 289 2m
W. N. Lippitt,

DRUGGIST AND CHEMIST.
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A NEW IOHOOL-IQOK-

JUST ISSUED FROM THE PRESS of Mosars.
Eogelbard & Price, Wilmington, N. C., sa

AGRICUETURAL CATRGHISN.| -

Bmall but comprehensive, it is belioved to con-
tain all the Chemical and Geological principles on
which the true scicnce of Fsrmiug is based.

Designed for s School=Book, Teachers are re-
quested to give it & trial

The same amount of matter, in 80 small & com- |
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Price 25 Centa,
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'The Best Kid Gloves in the City, Our
Own Importation, $1 25.
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Corsets 65 Cents;
Everything new

The Iargest and finest assortment of Gents' Far-

The Beat Paper Collars in the Oity for 35 Conte
per Box, _

DON'T PAY THE BIG PRICES, when you oan
get the same for 50 per cent. less at

whora‘yon have the largest and chepest stock to

select

We invito the attention of Wholesale
stock, and the extra-
Ty indnumn d liberal terms we oﬂer
P 8.—All Goods warranted as represented
money refunded.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

NEW HANOVER COUNTY.
Oourt of Pleas and rier Sessions, Seplember
Term, 1661,
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A PACKAGE OF TEN 1
DOLLARS LIABLE

cuml. rnu’_ﬁmn.

1 Prizsoof.,. 800000 ) &

m_ﬁ.mﬂ;ﬂl.bhﬂro oonfesso, and |
Teste : ROBT. B. WOOD, J ;
New County Goet, |1 Prisest,.... 85800
oct. 18 17-1awlw Ln-q-&.,.;ﬁqb ‘*f

"5‘?‘

i'f'

.r*' 'i : ‘Ig

cot 18 ~lawGw

A. n!ﬂ!g;'ﬂ be st the Court|
“mﬂ “'.h,'tc "?m of ':
Mmmﬂ m Office
attend. R s
oct. 18 A3 ARl 17-5t* o

“BILL llf.” “HERE’S YER

mmamw

tem of superior leaf,
w Iunhn

DB-
wmmMnm

OFPFICE ON
PRINCESS STREERT,

Wmmw ,"-‘_ N

um m.m- nnnn

L]
17-1w




