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FORM.

The Jovmwar has never been
,silent on important public ques-|to
tions. [Especially on issues
of local and State policy, has

‘ithduvoinclmmdunminﬁk-r

able. It may have been mistaken
sometimes, for it is hmman to err;

pparl share the imper-
M‘hmﬂtj‘. But wheth-

v in the *right or in the wrong,

- the Wilmington Jovixsy has sym-

thized with the masses of the
&nmﬂhc people of the city and
the State in their wants and their
aspirations. The voice of the peo
plehas generally been its voice,
though it is no timeserver and
“would seorn to be driven ulong by
a currentrwithout power to shape
its own course or feel that it had
anvindependent existence.

Well, on this last sabject of lo-
cal reform, the Joursaw has again
taken ground in close sympathy
with the desires of the Damocrnoy
of Wilmington. Gentlemen in
the city differ, as & matter of
course, as to how municipal affairs
o Mo tobe disentangled, but a de
® cided majority are opposed to
rigking everything upon a com
promise with a few individuals in
the Radical who may or
may n6t be able to do what they

ise, and this majority have
fears of earrying an elec-
tion and gotting any Demoeratie
Aldermen who may be elected un-
der it secure in their seats than
thoy have of the Supreme Court's
deciding against the constitution
ality of the appointing power.
The absurdity of committing
popular institutions to a mass of

. ‘dengely ignorant negroes and

those who dupe than was never
more apparent than now, in New
Hanover, Craven, Edgecombe and
other conndi#l These counties
have been cursed sincé the days
‘of “reconstruction” with u set of
officers whose corruption and in-
competence are a standing re—
proach on' free

the Legislature would do #8 obyvi-
ous duty it must ‘mot adjourn
without devising some relief. Tt
is & solemn responsibility which
it cannot avoid. The Constitution
confers ample power. A suitable
plan for both county and muni-

" cipal government can he matured.

The Joumsar and oll those who
fought for #he. ts
inly felt that they were going
secure their object by the pop.

Solar ratification of the action of

the .Convention. It will not do
to tell the people that all they
- fought forin that memorable con-
fest last year was an iguis fatuus,
“which was forever to be a light of
delusion and & hollow mockery of
all hope. Nb, the people them-
‘Belves know better than this. The
Legislature must nssume the re-
sponsibility, and pass general or
gpecial bills which will meet fhe
chse,
law gives us aright to do. Nothing
short of a government that will
place the tax-payers in power will
answer. No compromise by which
our vietory shall ‘be turned into,
8 Radical triumph in the Bast
will satisfy our people. They
would be a strange peaple if they
could be content with less than

they “have o right to  demand un- ‘

der the Constitation.

The people of Wilmington for
- their ity government ask for
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in the Hall of the House of Rep-
rosentatives to-morrow, and “the

dent will be connted and announ-
ced if n result shall be reached.
The President of the Senate ‘will
preside, He will open the certifi
cates in the alphabetical order of
States, and pass them to tellers,
(two on the part of each House,)
who will read them, makean list
the votes, and deliver the resplt
to the presiding officer, who will
announce the same.

In case of but one return from
any Stite no objection will be en-
tertdiped except it be nmde in
writing and signed by at least
one resentative and one Sens-

guch an event the two
homeu aepante and take a vote,
and in case they concur the
vote must be rejected, but in case
they disagree as to the validity of
the objection the vole must be
counted
, In cage different returns are re-
ceived from any State they will
be opemed by the presiding officer,
read by the tellers, and referred
to the electoral tribunal, after ob-
jections signed by at least one
Representative' and one Senator
have been made. The objections,
as well as the returns, must then
be referred to the tribunal.

The tribunal is to decide, by a
majority vote, whether any and
what votes from such States are
constitutional and legal, and what
persons were appointed electors,
and is required to make a brief
report in writing, which must be
signed by the membdrs agreeing
thereto, This decision must be
read and entered in the journals
of both honses, and the counting
of the vote must proceed in con-
formity therewith, unless upon
objection, made in writing, by at
least five Representatives and five
Senators, the two houses sepa-
rately concur in ordering other-
wise, in which case their conour-
rent action must govern. No votes
from any Btage can be acted upon
nntil the objections previously
made have been finally dis-
posedof. :

While the two houses are in
meeting no "debate will be allow
od, and no question can be put
by the presiding officer except to
either house on & motion fo with-
draw. When the two houses
separate each Senator and Rep-
resentative may speak ten minutes,
but after the debate has lasted
two hours the main question must
beput.

The joint meeting eannot be
If| dissolved until the count of the

-

vobe is completed and the result

deolared; and no recess can be
taken when a question arises in
regard to connling any such votes,
or otherwise, in which case either
house may direct a rocess of such
house not beyond next day,
(Sanday excepted,) at 10 a. m.
While any question is being con-
gidered by the commission neithey
house may proceed with its legis-
lative or other business.

The act does not impair oraf-
fect any right under the constitu-

deoding in the MRited States
Courts, the right or title of the
person who shall be declared
clected, or who shall claim to be
President or VicePresident, if
any such rig[xt exists,

The commission is composed of
the following persons: On the
part of tlie Benate—Senators Ed-
munds, Erelinghuysen and Mort-
on, Republicans, Senators Bayard
and Thurman, ‘Demoerats. On
the part of the House—Repre:
sentatives Wood, Payne] and Hun-
ton, Democrats; and Garfield aud
Hoar, Republicans. On the purt
of the Supreme Court—Justices
Clifford, Miller, Strong, Iield
and Bradly. ~
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The Mormon Bighop Lee, who
was convieted of murder and
would have been hanged last week
but for a stay of execution, isa
monstor of erime. It will be re-|
membered that he was one of the
Mormon chiefs who had a hun-
dred and twenty-sev en emigran fa|

glaughtered al Mountain Mead:

tion or laws to question, by pro-|
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He has hitherto refrained from
interfering with Gov. Nicholls'
governmeni in Louisians, " but
stated on Monday that he woyld

either party in Louisiana because
that would be prejudging the
electoral vote.
Virtue unparalleled! Pity he
was not as scrupulous when he
interfered before and allowed the
villain Durell to set up & govern-
ment by a midnight order. * Ah, |
the times change, and Grant
changes with them. He sees the
soeptre departing, and he becomes
 very moderate, very fairminded,
very patriotic. He will not pre-
judge the matter of the electoral |’
vota ! No, indeed, not he!

The New Orleans “Pieayune”
reached its fortieth year last Wed-
nesday. It is one of the honored
institutions of the Southwest.

“A stitoh in.time saves nine.” _A

bottle of Dr. Ball's Oon h Byrop will
ills. E
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MISCELLANEOUS.
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AGENT,
At his Old Btand,

No. 17 Market Street,

Wilmington, N, C., deals in

DRY GOODS,
CLOTHING,

BATISFACTION' GUARANTEED

*

G0O0DS AND PRICE.
TERMS CASH OR CITY ACCEPT-

ANCE.
Jan 18 1m

PONY.

IF YOU WANT SOMETHING VERY

tlegunt for the holldays try the

Pony Whmkey!

Whiskey. It is the very article that every-

body wants for Christmas, r

"

Christmas Goods

IN QUANTITIES
AND AT TOW CASH PRICES,

EXTRA LAYER RAISINS AT $3 50
PER BOX, HALVES & QUAKTERS,
CITRON, CURRANTS, FIGS IN
SBASKETS, DRUMS AND
CARTOONS.

FRENCH HI‘ED CANDIED

And Kresh Broken Caudy.
MALAGA GRAPES; ORANGES,

udcvmﬂhguhnlmforuble use, ‘ut

-

e -

-
BOOTS AND SHOES.| »

We are the exclusive agents for this|
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CANVAS FRAMES,

.-
BRISTOL BOARD,
Drawing Paper,
\u'ri:iun. FOR EVERY KIND OF
PAINTING, VARNISHES, JAPAN.
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