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BILL ARPS LETTER

pHAT BILLHASTO S4AY TO
THE EDITORS.

(ieoraia Philosopher at the
Fress Meetling.

he

iientlemen ol  the Press:
you have received your wel-
some—von have dined—it ‘is
pow inorder to indnlge in a
Lt post  prandial  talk,
weasoncd with taffy. Compli-
ments are well received just
after dinner when the inner
muan 1= =atisfed with his inner
s!f and the mind craves a
dessect as well as the body. 1
propose to speak a few words
coneerning tha press, the edi.
tors and printers; and though
the devil is absent I shall give
the devil his dne.

There is an eternal fitness of
thinee, and it is fit on this oc-
sa=ivn that the host should let
Lis euest be the subject of his
thoneht:= and his attentions.
A cenerons hospitality requires
that, aud so does gond poliey ;
for a< one good {urn deserves
another, it is reasonable to sup-
po-+ that when you return to
vour type all our compliments
will be repaid fourfold, good
meas=nure pressed down, shaken
tosetherand ranoing over. ' ©

it faets are not compli-
wents, and it is a fact that the
pre=s has made more-advances
within the past half century
than any art or sclence or pro-
fession. It has done more for
the world’s progress in all
humanity, It is no longer the
fourth estate, but is the first. . It
i= now more potent for good
a8 the- puipit or the
etlionls, I"‘llr. w’lhl)ut the
press, the preachers and the
teachiers wonld be lhelpless,
Not a book nor a sermon conld
be printed ; not a Dible or a

tract for mission work; not a |

paper for the farm or the fire
side. It is ecnriouz to think
tow the world got along with:
ont it in tihe ages past.

| History tells us that in an-
pient llome there was a written
newapaper published daily and
posted upon bulletin boards at
prominant places in the city. It
wis called the Acta Diruna and

- furnizshed the citizens with the
8 notahle events —with the hirths
-':' an'l deaths and fires and earth-

gqnakes, and the edicts of the
mayistrates, The Aeta Diruna
died with the empire, and
medieval Enrope had no mneore
newspapers until the prionting
press was invented in the six-
teenth eentury. Then another
agppeared - at  Venice and was
sold for a sinall eoin called a
gazette and from this goin the
paper took the name oP Gazette
—a popular name until now.
Bt even this limited prpgress
inthe diffasion of knowledge
wis unpopular in England until
the reien of King Henry the
V1. Jack Cade’ Lthe rebel, had
an army of twenty thousand
men making war upon royalty
and the educated classes ; and
ifa prisoner was taken who
conld read or write it wasa
suflicient excuse to put him to
denth. Shakespeare records
Cade's sentences of death upon
Lord Say ¢ “Thou has corrupt-
¢d the vouths of the realm in
erecting a school house. Oar
fathers had no books but the
score and tally and they were

liones=t , but thou' hiast raused |

printing to be used, and hast
bullt & paper mill. Thou shall
die tor it My friends, WgJack
Uade were Lere what would be
com= of yon ? , Kven in our day
sditors are not universally pop-
ulir, for I remember that
when Mr. Sernggs was publish-
g o paper in Atlanta and was
assiulied In his office and badly

& m= Ve |

: beiten for something that ap-
- beired in his eolumns, 1 asked
#lesrned judge if he thoueht
s' e than was justified in the
dssiult, and he said, “Oh, I
ﬁ Aoa’t know |, | have not heard|
= Wi fafts in the case, but [ will
: #1¥ ohis that in the abstract on
= Uik wenerad prineiples itis right
- Lo weiny by ! 5
@ Fhe jnden had himself been
u severcly landled by auother
- erabont that time and  was
ot aminble towards the profes-
v B,
| Ihe firt 1oglish newspaper

Wid pabilished in 1622, by Na-
thaiel Batter, and  was called

;.HI" Certian News ol the
”r---- WEMNeck ™ Tn 1666, during
Iw Paen of Charles 11 the
o !l

(b inzetle appeared and
BHESVives, heing the oldest
"I"‘-- i ipier in the world. ]l_klh_ﬁ
‘i'i'rf;'-'f [0 there appeared the
won uily - paper uuder the
e or the English Cou rant.
bu] fis 1ol ]{El'i“‘ that it died,
Loy opinion is that it was
:”'*_'rl:“ transplanted and is
VW pibtistied  in g Cartersville
::;2 a "lnrl_-!.i-.:.u gentleman with
””-\mvrlr-m Fres man to assist

hand hsnce is called the
;‘-l':'r;";iht “American by Christian
Dt feeman.  In 1704, Dauniel
l:a'“"_"‘T{ii‘.nh_uhm‘; a tri-weekly
,N'_'"' .l the Foglish Nation, and
b, = columns with
l-l_...;““ uriginal story of Rob-

| But there was
B ess in any English
.l'”“_’l'dllnfr until the TLondon

° bepan its wonderful

'.I.[Ifu 11
o, PJU=l one hundred years

K
:
:
;
S,

Crusoe,
T4 In’r"“L suee

It o
Moonr own country there are

g papers as old as' the
I'tie Maryland Journal
ged its name, Lut still
fan unbroken succes-

| Ines,

45 ol
ma“ll-’lih

| would taunt

sion. I have before ms a genn-
ine original number that
dated August 20th, 1773.

In 1721 James Franklin was
a printer and his brother Ben
was his devil. The boss of a
newspapers wasnot then ealled
the editors ; e was simply a
printer or puoblisher. The
name editor came afterwards,
and is derived from a Latin
word ‘edere,” to eat. To make
a living by this calling was so
precarious that the publisher
was generally hungry and was
glad to take subscriptions in
something to eat. Some of our
country editors are still driven
to the same npecessity. Not
long ago [ saw in the Camilla
Clurion a double-headed, hun-
gry announcement that Brother
Underwood would receive for
spbscription chickens, eggs,
possums, ramm, lamb, sheep or
mutton, pig, pork or swine, and
until farther orders wounld take
green corn, blackberries, lye
soapand inguns, Blessed with
the wmaintenance ot thirteen
children it is no wounder that hie
rejoices in the privilege of
meandering around with his
brethren once a year and re-
pledishing’ his ecorporosity.
Ben Franklin was the yonugest
of seventeen children—the last
of the litter. His brother .Jim
got into an upleasantness
with Rev. Increase Mather, who
was then the bull of the theolo-
wical woods in New England.
The question discussed in Jim’s
paper was whether it was a sin
to inocnlate a man as a pre-
ventive of small pox and uced
the old preacher so roughly
that he was arrested aund tried
and forbidden fo run a newspa-
perany morse. And so Ben was
promoted from being an imp
to an .imperial and ran the
machine himself; =and this
was the beginning of his
wonderfnl career. Ben had
lizhv hair and blue eyes, and so
did Horace Greeley who follow-
ed in his lead. History does
not record a case wherein a
little devil became so wonder-
ful a ‘personage as did Benja-
inin Franklin. None have ap-
proached him, unless it be our
own beloved Unele Remus, who
before he was= in his teens was
the little red haired devil of
the Old Plantation in Eaten-
ton.

In course of time the editor®
of a paper became a man of
consequence, and he was known
by name as the rcling spirit,
the responsive party, the
moulder of all its nlterances;
but now the editoris lost in
tlie superior power of the stock-
holders and the general mana-
ger. We know of the Herald,
and the Tribune,and the Tiufes,
and Courier-Journal, and the
Datroit Free Press, and the
Chicago Inter~Ocean, but who
knows who are the editors?

Who write the leaders that
shape aur politics and our
statesmanship.

Henry Watterson  spends a
yearin Europe, and Whitelaw
Rgid is minister to France ; but
still the thunders of their pa-
pers roll on and agitate the re-
public. Who Enows the lead-
ing writers of the Atlanta Con-
stitution 2 Who - konows the
mental power that is bekind
the throne—a power that is
greater than the throne, but is
generally too poorand too mod-
ern to assert itself ? The man
ager shapes the general drift of
a political ' newspaper for the
money that iz in it. The edi-
tor wouid like to shape it in
accordance with his convie-
tions, but he cannot always do
it, If the manaver sees profit
or advantage in advocaling
tariff reform the editor must
conform and write upon that
side. Not long ago an editor
told me that all his convictions
were against protection, but
his employment depended upon
his writing 1 its favor. 1
have known editors to thundev
arainst the debasing influence
of rambling in stocks and lot-
teries, but the advertisement
of the Louisana lottery continu-

‘ed in the columns of the paper

carefully
who drew

and mention was
made of every man
a lottery prize.

The first newspaper [ ever
saw was the Youth's Compan~
jon, and for more than fiity
years it has not long Peen out
of my sight, except during the
period of the war. sy father
was nota partisan, but always
took papers on opposite side in
politics—the Chronicle and
Constitytionalist and the Fed-
gral Union and the Southern
Recorder. He used to say that
it was safest to believe only
the better half of each, but
neverthelese he wag a Demo-
erat; and, of course, I followed
in his lead. The Recorder rep -
resented the whigs -who were
more wealthy aund aristocratic
than the Democrats. They
owuved, pephaps, 75 per cenf. of
the slayes in the State, and the
Recorder's columns of runaway
negroes was three times as the
one in the Federal Union. The
little wood cuts of the runa-
ways with the hind leg on the
trot gnd the bundle and stick
over the shoulders were lined
down the columns in military
precision, and I used to wonder
if all the runaways were just
alike, and all carried the same
gsized bunele of clothes. The
Whig boys of our fown used to
boast of their paper and its
more numerous rungways, and
us by sayiog:

l“You _.Democrats havn't got |
is |

enough negroes to get up a
runaway.”

It is instructive and humili-
ating to look back now over
political past—the strife and
struggles between Whigs and
Democrats, the exciternent and
tomult and bitterness, and all
without eufficient cause or ne-
cessity. Crimination and re-
crimination, slander and blood-
shed and all for the benefit of
the office seekers and dema-
gogues. How the politicians
did fatten upon the peoplse!
The time was when I really
believe that if the Whigs were
put in power the country was
in peril, but I have lived long
enough to learn that the real
issne between the two great
parties are the spoils of office ;
this is the politics in its last

analysis. But still polities
must not neglected. The peo-
ple must take choice, and the

responslbility is greater upon
the comntry press than any
other power or Iipfluence. 1
believe that this power to-
day i8 more independent than
it has ever been. The editors
of our weeklies are less sub-
sidized by the great dailies or
the great leaders in politics.
They are bolder in expressing
their own convictions upon the
tamff and education and agri-
culture and monopolies and
finance than ever before. ‘Lhere
is no well defined party line.
The country press individuali-
zes and speaks for itself. This
is well. When there is one
yood weekly paper in a county
town the people will get the
editor’s hopest eonvietions
When there are two there will
be strife and insincerity. What
one advocates the other will
oppose or condemn. One hotel,
and one paper, and one school
are enough if they are good and
the community shonld sustain
them with confldence gnd lib-
erality. What a world of
gratuitous comfort the weekly
gives us, Just think of the
homely fireside news that
comes from every vreecinct
through the unpaid pens of
Slim Jim and Griuning Jake
and Susan Jane and [Daisy.
Think of the arrival of accom
ptished men and chsrmmg
women that qre recorded with
compliments that gladden
the hearts of these concerned,
and dian’t cost a cent. Think of
the lovely bride and the manly
groom and.all their angelic
attendants, and of the officiat-
ing clerymaa who get five dol-
lars for tying the knot, but the
poor editor got nothing but a
chunk of cake What ixa mar-
riage without publication and
balf a dozen papersto send to
rejected sweethearts, Think
of the long obitniries of de-
parted friends that thes editor
has to publish free of charge
and be thankful. -Thiok of
this, and still be calm and
serene if you can.

[f, however, the county pa-
per is vemal or vindictive or
licentions in its tone there is
no greater curse—not even the
preachers or the teachers can
counteract its bad influence
upon the rising generation. No
man is fit to be an editer who
is not moral, temperate, con-
gervative and econsiderate of
the feelings and opinions of his
fellow creatgres, L.is paper
goes into every family and
helps to mould the character of
its inmates. Itisa good part
of their education. Iudeed, I
have thought that a father
could not-do a wiser thing than
to lay aside ten dollars eyery
year for gond standard papers
for his family. A good reli-
gious paper of his own religious
creed—a good metropolitan
weekly newspaper of his own
politics—a standard literary
weekly for the circle, an agri-
cultural paper if he isa farmer
—a. paper for Lhe little children,
and his own couanty paper for
county news and official adver-
tising and general reading. It
would be an eduecation without
going to school. But when a
paper stoops to personalabuse
from personal motives it is an
outrage upon those who have
no paper, and I have thouoght
it wonld be a good law if when
and editor lampconed a man he
should be required to give the
man an equal amount of space
in his own columns to defend
himseelf and reply to the
charges. If the editor should
call a man a thief or a scoyn-
drel,the man should have space
enongh in his next issue t) say,
“You are a liar, you old flop-
éared hound ; and I can prove
that you stole an empty guano
sack and used it for a table-
cloth, you dirty old fiee-bitten
dog.”

The like of that would keep
down a personal rencountey.
Just let two men have an equal
chance to talk and they will
not be inclined to fight. That
is the reason why lawyers get
along so harmonioosly qut of
the Court House. They ex-
pand and exhaust all their
wrath 1n the Court House while
the judge and the sheriff are
near enqugh to maintain the
dignity and the majesty of the
law and keep down a collision.
The judge and the sheriff are
like the paling fence that is be-
tween two dogs as they
run up and down the line as
though if the fance were mnot
there they would eat each other
up, tail and all. Most of the

fighters want some palings
between them.

What a world of papers there
are. Whata world of readers.
How eager are the people for
‘news and for knowledge. Even
‘ the Sabbath is the day of rest
for the body only, but not for
the inquiring mind. Young
man, why do you leave Bunday
School before it closes ? “Be-
cause [ want to get the mail be-
fore church begins,” bLe =aid.
The mail is the biggest thing
out whether Sunday or in the
week day. Not long ago our
preacher took his text in Nehe-
miah and at the close of his
very interesting discourse closed
the Bible and said: “Now, I
 want you to read the remaining
chapters of this book this even-
ing, if you have time after
reading Tur Wisox Abpvaxce
Yon will find it guite as roman-
tic and more ipstroetive.” Oauar
preacher still hears the thun-
ders of Mt. Sinai and hia falth
is the faith of his fathers—
“Remember the Sabbath day to
keep 1t holy.” Buat as faul
found it at Mars Hill, the
Athenians still outnumber the
saints and spend their time in
hearing or telling some new
thing; and so it becomes you,
gentlemen of the press, Lo be
more circumspect in giving
them news that is fit to Learand
to tell not only on the week
days but on the Sabbath. lLet
your lotteries, and murders,
and scandals,and patent medi-
cines, and mad dog, and snakes
be double sandwitched with
maxims and paragraphs incul-
cating virtue and piety and

truth. Let us all keep the
landmarks of our fathers
and write nothing and print

nothing that will make memory

ashamed of our life when we

linger and languish at the close.
BiLi Anp.

DANGERS OF WEALTH

The Greatest Menace to Our Liber-
ties

Editor Henry W. Grady told
a great truth—and told it well—
when, in his speech at the
University of Virginia, he said :

“The fact that & man ten
years fromn poverty has an in-
come of $20,000,000—and his
two associates nearly as much —
from the control and arbifrary
pricing of an article of univer-
eal use, falls strangely on the
ears of those who hear il as
they sit empty haunded, while
children ery for bread. The
tendency deepens the danuers
suggested by the status. What
is to be the end of this swxill
piling up of wealth? \When
the agents of a dozen wen who
have captured and control an
article of prime necessity meets
the representetives of a million
farmers, from wiom they have
forced £3,000,000 the year be-
fore, with no more moral right
than iz behind the highwvay-
man who halts the traveler at
his pistol’s point, and insolently
gives them the measure of this
year’s rapacity and tells them —
men who live in the sweat of
their brows and stand before
God and nopature—that they
must submit to the infamy be-
cauyse they are helpless, the
first frnits of this system are
gathered and have wnirned to
ashes on the lips. When a
dozen men get together in the
morning and fix the price of a
dozen articles of common use
—with no standard but their
arbitrary will And no limi’ but
their greed and daring—and
then notify the soyereign peo-
ple of this free republie how
much, in the merey of their
masters, they shall pay for
thejnecessaries of life, then the
poiut of intolerable shame has
been reached ”

Unknown Friends:

Sometime during Monday
pnight some EKindligparted but
unknown friend left a2 piece of
rope about fifteen feet long,
beautifully noosed, on our steps
as & present for our faithfnl
work in this community. We
took it inand shall treasure it
highly.

The editois of the Worly,
Herald, Times and other New
York sheets toil from sun to
snn and are hardly known by
name. Secarcely a day passes
that we do not receive dead
head tickets and beautiful lit-
tle mmewmentoes to prove that
the busy world is not toa busy
to remember us. Com seil
Which means, 'tis well—Ari-
zono Kicker.

Enjoyment of Thought.

Une of the highest of spir-
tual luxuries iz the enjoyment
of pure and exhilerating and
sublime thoughts; to such a
devont and cheerful thinker
a prison may be a palace. “I
thought of Jesas,” said holy
Rutherford, “uutil every stone
in'the walls of my cell shone
lite a ruby.”—New Berne Jour
nal.

e
A Perpotual Qompanian.

A Chyistian should make his
Saviour a perpetual companion
everywhere and on every day
of the week. Chist offers to walk
with him in every day's jour-
ney of life. What compagion-
ship so .enlivening and so
purifying as his? and who els
can so make our hearts “barn

FOR THE FARM.

—_—r——

MATTERS OF INTEREST 1o, *"d God, and they are going to
TUE TILLERS OF THE 5017, *TUmble  and continue  to
gromble until the condition of
Original, BDorrowed, Stolen and  things is so changed that with
Communicated Artictes on lhe same amount of honest
Farming. | work they will have en equal
: ‘ chance with other classes to

BILL ARF AND THME FARMERS. |make a reapectable living,
Favioes, N.C. | No, Mr. Arp, you cannot
Mg, Eprror. — DEArR Sir. — ' prove that farmers do not work
That Bill Arp writes with al28 bard as other classes of men.
view to doing those who read| You cannot prove that they
his articles good, no one will | baven’t something else to
doubt. He writes only in kind- | ¥Tumble at besides themselves
ness and every man can learn | 304 God. [Look further, and see
from the tone of the letters|tbe relation that our govern-
that are published in your pa- | ment sustains towards the say-
perr He does not go deep ©“ral classes. See how it is
enough—he does not go back to  Made possible for one class to
first causes, however, when he | fob and prey upon the other,
writes of the farmers,and right |#nd then see what protection
there does he make a mistake. the government gives the rob-
I have always thought that Ped and downtrodden elass, and
Bill Arp was, or had been a %€ il Lhey haven't something
farmer, until reading his last | else 10 complain of besides
letter in the Apvance. Now, | themselves and God.
we are very much obliged for| Just=uch advice as
Mr. Arp’s sympathy and don't |Rives: “Ilat you

Mr. A rp
are chrorie

e —
AT THE GATES OF CANTON.
IN THE BOOCA TI6GRI1S.

Shameen and s

FPrinces. Attack qn Foreigners.

| 4 Boat Population, Seenes and

Temples,

CaANTON, China,
The Flowery Kingdom is essen.
tially a land of rivers, canals and
boats. The entrance into the
southern provinee at Canton s
very pietoresqoe. The  broad
mouth of the river, kuown as the
Bocea Tignis, opens the way to the

fortx, and the eity itself is surroand-
ed by a brick rampart and - border-
& with extensive suburbs., A wall

UrHs, -
'ﬂ)_ - - - ~T0 TEIS OFPYICE—-
V. ; NUMBER 25
| farmers haye s thi 3 '
granible at besides u:‘;ne:;?v:-z NAUTICAL LIFE. |tbe way is clearcd by an atten: sat-|

| smells gEreel the vinitors ahouat

Merchant :

city, which lies on ita northern| ' “2€ls and wall decoratious is fine | *ome folks.—Charlotte  Chroulele.
bank in the midst of a rich allavial | **%, 'DUerestiog.  The sales are ——

plain, aboat thirty miles from the made by ‘bright and basiness tike A RATHER LOXESOWE FARTY.
sca. A low country stretehes away |y or® #0d assistants. The wik | Dailas  county  Alabama, has
ou either hand. The waters of the | :‘_""IH of Caaton are unlike any | seéven thonsand Repablican voters
river are covered with s tloating “Mi [ baye seen elsewhere fn Ohina jand 5ot & whitle man ampng
world of boats of every eoncsivable _." the fact that the ~rticles offered | them It wonld take the white
size and shape, The approaches to or sale bave only oue price. 1n| man's Kepallican party some Ll
the city are guarded by the Bogue| . "¢ Cities It seems 10 be the rus |0 matenalizs in Dallas. — Wil

t lareigners Lhree or four tunes

| Kaudy shops display oriental wares

HOME CHAT.

B e = —

THOUGHT FROM OUR
FACHANGES

Unpleasant sights abd uns vory

the
Launts, the homea and the hnts of ¥. C

rhese wretehed people who make

up the greater part of this eity of

Canton. |
Iu the business thoroughlares Lthe |

What the Brethren of the Ouill
are Thinking and Saying.

and merchantiise Most of the THE LAST SHALI

shops are very small, for the neces. NS FInST,

sities of this frugal race aure not! | B¢ mau who tells the last story
maay, The haildings sre coversd generally comes out ahead any-
with sigas which, hanging by one| ™ *¥+ 300 Know.—Sanford Express.
end, are read vertically, the char
acters belng placed owe above
another. The silk and china shops Fhere is some mighty Interesting
howeyer, are usually large stores, Tesding in the record of tax re
o which the display of every va.|turns. That book would not be a
riety of silk, ecrepe, embroidered | Very incorrect test of the religion of

AN IN

EREESTING INnMOE.

‘om ol pative merchants te churge

the
amount they ordinarily charge [lor |

minglon Star.

IN ATITEKWICKIAN dERsSY
see how he could feel other- | ¥rumblers, that you are not as|divides the town into two parts,| < ¢ 80048, bat if 1he parchaser| The Greensboro Nosth State
wise after investigating, as he bad off as you s4¥ ; g0 home ‘Iaml separates the Tartar popula-| "'_“ patience and will wait & week | Reji in authority for the = alement
says he has, the condition of |2nd do more work, you don’t |!ion from the Chinese. In the walls ", two he will be visited by the|ihut ~Mr. Hrover is beng mention
the farmers; but we are .-=ur-l“'Ul'k enouzh,” has caused the |"r¢ BUErons gates, to which the u::laﬂ IE.:“-';.” day, aod will be able |ed by the Northern vapers s aw
prised that Mr. Arp should fall | farwers to drift along into their |reets lead, and at esch of which | :'-‘rel:.:o:s:hf: f.“.fﬁ' hil‘ni;:rthu"lnr‘-n e L SR
into the same old worn-out tale.,w"f"l condition lovg enough. ?l::"l: “‘ lrnaul-boua_c. These wa «talls are lauua‘l the mmcmm“ :}: ..';IT. " “'u:' :" “":'1."“”.!“‘.! s
of advice to the farmners. Thev | They are now aroused and are + I' oriresses aud gates, from the jone and osts, cither cosited ‘e ose WOt be some of theg North
have heard it so often that thinking for l!i&lll:-‘t’]'t‘!-‘, and E(:::'JI‘IT:: ,t‘lt:t:;:.‘]:lnve NOSh cunss of raw, which form an mjrtant = :\- o Papees.— Whningiee
there are a few fools who half- | they bave learnel thst their 43 f'rr:;nt. of th::it:: liea the Hittle! Lele of lood, the eves of which are Sat
way belieye it. | laziness is not the sole cause of wland of Shameen, which has be -; regarded as 3 saperior delicacy, COXVERTED §it vt
Mr. Arp 8AYyS : “] was think- {their burdens and will NEVER | oeded to the French and the l-‘.n‘g The tea bouses uud restaurants are It hias heen supgpested that M
ing about the farmers—the [ AGAIN be the tools of proriTical |lish, where most of the foreigners hondautly numerous in every part | (o Price &.‘. as = _.:,',lt,:i
poor, downtrodden, oppressed | "RICKsTERS, who make laws by |live. It coutaing many very band fol SNS ey, l“," temples and joss- | g riet  attorney bocanse  1he
farmers—the men who sweat which one class of Citizens may some J""lﬂf'llﬂ"ﬁ., that were bailt in .”".l*“' ,'b".h ’,'”“ 4 greal part in 'reswdent  cog nl- not fnd ansy
and toil for the support of the! rob the othier and grow rich in |the “I'! days wheu all the busineas \;u.: ;ln.l.:‘_\"h:;] (:: .I ::'“ ‘II"H.;.‘E", an} ivartiabie matenal his own
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