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T COMTESSES DILEMNA

That Spring morning, unable to
eleep on account of the light which
eams Lhrough the windows and
curtains— that stupid Rosette had
forgotten to closa the blinds—the
Comtesse Valentine resolved to
take & walk through the woods
and meadows. 1t would  be
eharming, an  escapads among
the wet leaves, in the high gmss
whero dimmonl-like (lrops shone
here and there.  Sho had nothing

to say against the wguests uf the
chatenn who, without exception,
old or voung, puid court to her
with the most tatlering persis-
tency, vivaling each ather all day
in singing hor nradses: Lutan houe
of solittele o the frecdom of the
wir, 1 tha suasinny inystery of the

Tres, 15 ot !!:kl-.‘-.e.a:n;_:_ ayven to
Parlsioune; one mav well wish ar-
tor Feveng heaid all the men say

aboni itto liston to the little tattie
ol the b rils,

Slio sirrng out of bed, did not
rili;: tor her femmo de chambre,
wis dressed in the winking of an
eye—her costunie wis the most
simple in the sworld—and went
down tlie staitway with the slizht
clic-clae of her heels on the stops,
amid the silence of the slumbering
habitation.

She began to run because a lard |
flew. Shecrossged the down, mix-
ing with the truneparent mist the
trunsparency of her skirt, spring
over the brook, penetrated among
the tall trees; and, as when besile
the flower-bed she had belisved
herself o flower, she thought in
the wood that she was a dryad. |
8he was out of breath and de-
lighted. Remoembrances of an
idyl came to her, with a desire to
be its nymph or its shepherdess.
Were there no longer young fauns
watching in ambush behind the
bushes, ready to bound, little bare
feet which hasten toward the
springs—she would have willing-
ly taken off her hoots as a conces-
gion to mythology—or young

atherds playing the flute while
ﬁ?rir goats crop the bitter moss?

But what charmed her above all
wns the coolness of the breezs.
Puifs, coming from she knew not
whiere, caressed lier forahead, her
oyes, her lips, her neck, imitating

e furtive kisses of a somewhat
gold mouth, raised her 'sleeves,
made her corsnge gape, dared to

lide, hke an mvisible kneeling,
g«.ueulh her flying skirts. Ah!
the lovely shiver, from head to
foot, over nll her skin yet moist
with the warmth of her bed! She
breathed the morning air, offered
borsolf to the breeze with the
pleasure of an opening sail, she
smiled, she laughed—she sneazed!

She grew serions, for the case
was grave. Burely she wus cateh-
ing colld: and for a lady who,with
reason, was proud of her slight
and delicate nose, a trifle pink |
toward the tip, never red—1o0 have
a red nose. just Heaven!—there 1a |
nothing more absurd than to have
a cold. See what ono gets by go- |
ing out ewrly in the morning! It |
would have been so sasy for her
te buve priudently remained in
J. And the evil was certain;
& would bave un influenza which
would last the whole week; she
folt in her nostrils a continuous,

muddening, insupportable tick-
ling, |
A cold! She heve a cold like an

ugly woman! While stamping her
foot on the graes and moss [rom
which the dew scattered like =
shower of dinmonds, she hunted
in her pocket. Ill-luck heaped on
ill-luck! She had dressed herselt
with such haste, she had come ont
s0 quickly, that she had forgotion
to get & handkerchiiefl! Now the
little tickling st the tip of lier nose
had become shurper.  Thers was
pothing to be eaid; she must blow
her nose, must blow it that very

instant, and as she hwl walked |

very rapidly, then run, she was at
least a good league from the
burean in Portugal wood in which
so many perfumed, crest snow-
white cambries lay. one upon the
other, like the wings of loving
doves.

Fate brings us to the lhardes
axtromities! Vilentine thought of
her nnderskirt, edgod with valeu.
ciennes! But to lift up her under
skirt in open day, m the countr;

eront Heaven! Shoconkd never
malke up her mind to do  that.
Some aone would certiinly pass o
the very moment she had ruised
the ligght mitonial to her nose. <ho
would be surprised inthat ridicu. |
lous attitude, and that would be |
enough to muko her die of sheme.
No, no, never! Rather—rather
what? What means should shu |
employ? How was she to get out
of her embarrussing situation?

Ach! ach! that continual tick-
ling!

Valentine tore off a leaf. The
loaf, too slight, too slippery, got
away from her, obstinately re-
fused to render the unforeseen
gervice which was exacted of it.
Valentine picked a flower; the
flewer, applied to her sensitive
nostrils, seetved only to redouble
thoe intolerable . In truth,

extrffordinary thing was sbout

the low door of a forest hut, had
i werod and drawn from his

pockot a red cotton handkerchief,
clean and still folded.

*Ah! monsieur,” eried Valan-
tine, ‘‘wait an instant. I suppli-
cate you to lend me your hand-
kerchief! (Five 1t to me, sell it to
me; at no matter what price, sell
it to me, I beg of you.”

It was n very young man, al-
most a child, small, puny, with a
sickly look and freckles all over
his face, Ho wore a ragged blue
blouse, open at the broast, which
displayed the thinness of his bust;
liia bare feet were thrust into big,
tdown-at-the-heel shoes, without
strings, a miserable lad, without
doubt too weak to be employed in
tnw toil of the farm house or the
fichls, and who, through fenr of
s tivders, had been clinrgoil with
witehing swwed wood ecordeld up
in the clearing.

Ho raised s head, the hand-
karehief in his hand, and aid, in
a drawling voies:

“1 know yon well, You are
the liady of the chateay dbwn
there.  You often pass along  the
ronn ] in the paths on  horseback
with gentlemen,  As soon as 1
Levr the horses” hoors 1T hide be-
Lifad the trees; and 1 look at you
until you have disuppeared.  You
Wye protty ina ehdaig habit! You
aro very pretty alsoin that dress
tuida morning: You have asked
me for my hasdkerchict! Why?
Haven't you o handkerchief, you
who are rich?”

“0h, yes!" suid she, “I have
one,  Don't tronble yourselt about
that, Give me yours imme-
diately.”

“I am willing,” he replied,
“but what shall I get in ex-

| ulmn;;u?"

“Whatever you want!"

"Money ¥
“Yes, money, Fix the sum
yourself,  You have ouly to come

to the chatean; you will be paid
what vou ask for.”

He looked at her,

“1 don’t need monay,” said he.

“Well, what do you want?—
speik, but for merey's sake make
haste!”

*If you want my handkerchief,
promise to send me another, one
of yours, I lodge in this hut; I
cnn ba found here ull day and all
night."”

She did not fail to notico the
singularity of this demand, though
the tickling in her pink nostnls
was exasperating her more and
more,

“Yes, yes, it's agreed! Rosette
will bring you what you want
this verv day."”

“Thank you,” said he,

And he gave her the red cotton
handkerchief in which, without
losing a minute, she buned
nose with a little buzzing sound
like that made by a wasp whon it
settles,

Valentine got off with her fear.
Destiny spared her the disaster of
catching a cold!
joy of not having a red nosa she
took care not to forget her prom-

It seemed to her tolerably
strango—nfter rofleotion—that a
prasant  should have preferred
such a vain recompense to a sum
of monev, Good!
out doubt, taken it into his hend

to make a present 1o some girl of

the :10iul:burir:;.: village  with
whom he was in love!

lnd of the forest, and the Come-

her

But wund the

He had, with-

Well, no
matter; a protty perfumed hand-
kerchief of valenciennes, with a
crown embroiderad on it, was
brought by Rosstte to the young

g D ‘f’ ERTISEMENTE,
DO YOU KNOW

That rou cun have your eyes tested ac-
curately, and fitted with glasses by
practical optician at

YOUNG’S JEWELRY STORE

The finest set of test lensesin thestate,
and there will be no charge for testing
your sight.

More eyes are ruined by glasses sold
by incompetent persons than any other
cause,  Therelore, weadvise you to be
earefal with your sight, and haye your
eyos exumined by a

COMPETENT OPTICIAN

Silver goods for bridal presents, dia
monds of the finest quulity, watches in
gold and silver cuses, elocks of the best
makers and gond timers, gold thimbles
and Christins goods, gold headed canes
and plain gold rings, opera plasses and
funcy hair ping, and of the latest styles
of goods, at the

LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES.

J. W. YOUNC,
Co Byea, & Bank Sts. Petersburg, Va,
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Is weriving, and L will Aispiny the fAnest line of
woods ever shown in this wown. Come and see

tesse thought no more of the mat. | the

ter.
(ne evemng,
wilking in the wood, not alone,

but with her head bent toward
the shoulder of the manshe loved, |

when she was

NEW STYLES.

| COME AND SELECT THE NEW-

shie noticed betwesen the branches |

u tiny point of light,  Shestopped |

and  recognized the forest hut.

Curious, she approsched,

r |
She saw, through the half-open

KST NOVELTIRS.

MRS. P. A. LEWIS,
Waldon, N. C.
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door, the puny lad sitting on the

daor, bent over and holding in his
cligped hands somothing light and
white, which Lo sometiines kisged,

- CHAS. M. WALSH

wnd with which he ocensionnlly

wiped his eyves, whicli wers full of

tils,

At the sound of footsteps on

the moss hie gove & start,  aroso
mind with all spesd hid the hand-
kevehiol  bencath  his  blouse,

grainst his Hesti: then he blew out
s vwandle, left the hiat without
speiking, a2 if ha knew not that
auy one was there, and plunged
WS Very

into tie furest, which
dark and very melancholy,

Fulfilled the Propheoy.

“T liear that Juck Mawking is
going to marry Miss Hopkins, the

clothier's daughter.”

“Well, I'm not surprised. [
always said he'd marry o tailor-

made girl.”

What Was Left
“The only thing left now,” said

the counsel to his client, "is the

Judge's charge.”
“How much is it likel
asked the client anxiously,

Saved by s Little Child

“How is it that Jenkins's baby
cured him of drinking?”
“‘Because ever

to be?"

time he went

South Syeamore st., Petershurg, Va,
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— MONUMEBENTS, TOMBS,

Liswest carh prices guaranteed. All
work warranted mhfmaz.
CHARLES M. WALSH.
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subscriber, eve

—THE—

WEEKLY WORLD

—And—
THE -~ ROANOKE —- NEWS
~——One year for—

$2.00.

pen. (lash must sccompany order.

The Weekly World with ninety-six
columns of reading matter, is really what
its nime implies 8 weekly epitome of the
ovents of the great world and is ooe of
the most desivable papers in the country.

It can be had cheaper in conjunction
with the Roanoke News than in any
other way.

Send two dollars and get both papers
tor twelve months,

s THE v

Cosmopolitan,

Published mouthly at New York is one
of the best American periodicals. Tta
engravings are conceded to be better
than those of any other publication of
the kind,

It is a high cluss magazine in every
respect and is becoming very popular.

The anousl subseription to the Cos

mopolitan is three dollars,
We offer the

COSMOPOLITAN
—And the—

ROANOKE NEWS

one year for

o= 53,00, %5

pen, Cash wust accomypany each order

HOME AND FARM

LOUISVILLE, KY.;

Troats of the everyalay lifs un the farma of the
South and Weat,

Ttw eontribntons are practical sien who tall whas
ey Dave bartod Letwosti tho plow hasdl,

B F. Johnson, Walda F. Hraws, Joff. Welborn,
Wil Aep, Steelow Dayow, W, F. Massey, John L
Kdgar sl n score of athurs miake HOME snd FARYM
thie ot (nstruotive ab woll s the most atirmctive
farm Johrnal pabilahed,

Its Home Department « nut surpasesd by any
haibe Journal.  [te ariielns come direct from the
hwme makers,

The Children's Dopartmont in in chargs of Faith
Lautluer sl le wn lnvalonble ald 14 eduestiyn,

ITE PLATIFORM:
intter Roads ; Patbor Schiools”. Battor Lawa] Dotter
Varming; Better Poutal Facllitios; Free Bagging:

Free Twine | A Meduotion of the Tarif; A Fair Field
and i ¥

Fuvir

War anall Trosta wnd ComUinatbons which war on
tho farmer,

Co-oparation pmoug farmers, nod united sforis ta
=ake Turniing pay.

SUBSURIPTIONS, £&5O CENTS A YEAR.

uows axn rarn «nd § ROANO KE NEWS
One Year, 0ny B 775 8

$1.76.

Address:

R 7 L T
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A clubbing arrangement by which
readjn%ma.tter can

CHEAP LITERATURE!

every variety ot

be secured at the lowest rates,
e benefit of its subscribers

THE ROANOKE NEWS

has made clubbing contracts with literary, agricultu
al, political and ladies’ publications, by which any cl=
of literature can be secured with little additional cos!
The propositions made below are open to every new
subscriber who is in arrears and
up and every subscriber who has paid up and wishes
to renew his subscription,
Subscriptions for clubbing arrangement must be for
not less than twelve months,

READ PROPOSITIONS CAREFULLY.

pays

IT COSTS YOU NOTHING \
TO SECURE A YEAR'S SURSCRIPIION TO |
A POPULAI HOME AND FARM JOUR=|
NAL—READ OUR GREAT OFFERGIVEN !

HELOW,

|
Weare plensed to annonnce that wel
have mado nerangements by which we
are prepared to supply FREE to each of

our subseribers a year's subseription to

that well known monthly Howe und Farm
Journal, the American Farmer, publish-
ed ot Springficld and  Cleveland, Ohio,
We make this offor to each of our sub-|
seribers who will pay up all arrearages
on subseription and one year in advance, |
and toall new subscribers paying one

year in advance. The American Farmer

is strietly National in its charwcter, It/
in a high class Wastrated Jouroal filled
with entertainiog und instructive rcading!
watter, vontaining ench  wonth mueh |
informution that is invaluabletw agricul:
turists snd of special interest 1o euch
member of every home. It is not & clusa’'
publication und is suited to all loculities
being Nutional in its make up and ch".-
ucter, thus meoting with faver in all lo-
culities. It is strictly non-political and
nunssecturion. It has o trained corps of

various departmoots of Farm, Horicul-
ture, Sheep and Swive, The Hume, The
Horse, and The Dairy, are filled with
bright and useful watter.  Tho readers
of the Awerican Farmer are universal in
its praise and Took for it monthly visits
with Keen auticipation.  The regular
subseription price (v the Amerigan Far-
wer is $1,00 per yoar, but by this ar-
rangement it ¢osts you sothing to receive
that grent publication for ene year, Do
not delay 10 taking sdvantage of this of-
fer, but to cull at wnce ursend o your
subsoription,  Sample eupy of thy Amer
ioan Farmer can bo seen at this office or

will bosupplied dirser by th pulilishiers

contiibutors and is carefully edited, The |

THE ROANOKE NEWS
And

| THE LOUISVILLE COURIER

JOURNAL

|ONE YEAR FOR TWO DOLLARS 1IN

ADVANCE.
The Courier-Journal, Henry Watter-

son’s paper, is a journal of strong South—-

ern proclivities and always in the fore—
frout for everythiog favorable to South~
ern enterprize, Southern industry and
the Southera people geaerally, ita brilliant
editor being to the maoner born. It is
peculiarly & newspaper but  devotes
eonsiderable space to literature and ita
special luaturesare particularly attractive,

A HANDSOME OFFER.

A POULAR ILLUSTHATED HOME AND
WOMAN'S  PUBLICATION OFFERED

FRER TO OUR SURSCRIBERS,

The Roanoke News has perfected
nrrangements by which we can offer
FREE to our readers « year's sobserip-

| tion to Womankind, the popular illustra~

ted monthly jonroul published at Spring-
field, Obio. We will give a year's sub—
seription to Womnokind o each of sor
readers puying a year's subseription to
the Roanoke News in udvance, and to all
new subscribers  paying in  advance,
Womunkind will find a joy:ms welcome in
every hume, It is bright. sparkling and
Its honsehuid hints and

sugpestions are invaluable, snd it also

interesting

contains u large amount of news about
women in geveral, It fushion dipart-
mont is complete, uod profusely  illustra=
ted, it hus o bright und entertaining vorps
of contributors, and the paper is edited
with care aud ability. Iis children's
department makes Wowuankind a favorite
with the young, and in fuct it containg
much which will interest every wember
ol every huusehold in its sixteon lurge,
handsomely illustrated pages. Do not
delny in accepting this offer. Tt will cost
you nuthing to get a full year's subserip-
tion to Womankind, Snwplea cau,tbe

seenat thiv office
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The Roanoke News and Cosmovolitan one vear for

The Roanoke News and Courier-Journal one year $2.
The Roanoke News and N. Y. World one year $2.
The Roanoke News and Home & Farm one year for

The Roanoke News and American Farmer $1.50.
The Roanoke News and Womankind one year $1.50

Remit by check, money order or postal note.
THEROANOKE NEWS, Weldon, N. C.
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