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ABSALOM.

BY NATHAN l‘-;RE\l-l\’ WILLIS

The soldiers of the King trod o and Fro,

Clad in the garh of batle: and their chiel

The mighty Joab, stood beside the bier;
Andgrased apon the durk pull steadbastly,

As if he'lenred the slumberer might stir

A slow step smrted bim,  He grasped his blade
As if the trumpet rang: bt the bent forn

OF David enrered, and e gave commuanil;

I low pone, o liis few followers,

And left hine with lis dead. The Kidg stood siill
Tl the lase echo died, then throwing ot

The sackeloth from s brow, and faying back
The pall from the still Fearures of his chili,

He bowed his head upon W, and Broke torh
I resistless elotuence of woe

*Alus, iy noble boy, thue thoushouldst die !
I'iow, whowertimode so beannifully for!
Fhan dead should sertle in thy glovious eye,
And leave hinsnlliess i shits clustering hioe!
How could e mark thee for the sillen tomb,
'v1:. prodil by Absalon 2

Mokl sty beows my son, and 1 oaty ehill,
As 1o my Bosom U lave teied w press thee !
How [ was wonuwfeelmy pulses thrill
Like a rich harpstring, yearning to caress thee,
And leir thy sweer "My father ' from these dumb
And coldlips, Absalom !

B denth s onothee. | shall hear the gush
O music, and the voices of the young;

And Tife will pass me an the mantling blush
A the dark iresses to the solt winds flung

Bur thou, no more, with thy sweet voiee, shultcome

To meerme Absalom !

SAnd oh! when b am stricken, and my heart,
|ike & bruised reed, is Waiting 10 be broken,
How will irs love tor thee, as | depar,
Yearn for thine ear to dmak s lusedeep token !
e were so sweer, amid death’s gathering gloon,
Tosee thee, Absalom !

“And now furewell ! "Tis hard 1o0give thee ap,
With death so like o gentle slumber on thee;
And thy dark sin '—0h, 1 ¢ould drink the ¢up
1 ttom this woe its Mierness had won thie
May God bave called tliee, like u wanderer; home

My lost boy, Absalom '

He cavered up his fice, and bowed himself
A moment an his child; then, giving him
Alvok of meliing enderness; he clusped
His hands convilsively, as ibin prayer,
Atid, as il strenghy were given Jim of Gid
He rose up calmly, and composed the pall
Firmly and decendy, and left him there,
As il s rest had beena breathing sledp

BE A PHILOSOPHER.

I you germo ouble don't worry or fret,
For you neved can belp i by fretting

Pata gt of your mind; don't wke time 1o regret
Phenue cute ol Gl lls s Fargdtting

You are notall alone in mistormuite or Joss,
1Eyon nosee you 1l Bnd quite a few

On ahot, sleepless pillow  don't tumble or 1oss;
Take o calm, philusophicul view

I yom ust miss o e andd (0 means you must walt
Afew hours, there nre worse things tun wasnng

I you can'vmeet your notes at the speciied dare,
1 you tall on the ee when you've skating,

I 0 man wanisi o give you o prece of Ius mind,
1 your wife sirs o fuss umd o sew,

O you see thut your business s running behind
Tuke o calm, philosophical view

I17s the very best wiy, when it comes to o pinch
You can smile when your paverty's pinching,

You can smile at bad healtl.  1t's ad absolute cinch,
You can face anything without Hinching.

Tomy friends I am sl recommending the plan,
Though, 1 don't say it's anything new,

Of their woes | mysell undeninbly can
Take a calm, philosophical view,
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