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¥From the New York Times, Aug. 12th,
The Rebels and their Leader.

The popularity of Juff. Davis is just now at a
very low ebb m Dixie. The rebels generally
have 2 notion that he is somehow respousible
for the great reverses that have overtaken
| them 3 and, without seruple, they sre casting at
hima the sharpest reproaches. He is stigmatiz.
ed both for wceapacity and for neglest—for lack
of brain and for lack of heart. The prevailing
criticism upon him: is all adverse ; and his for-
mer lieges now make him outa man very much
to be despised.

Now, we don’t feel ourselves ealled wpon to
say one word m vehalf ¢f Jeff. Davis. There
is rota man on the feot stool whom we so ut-
tarly abhor. la our deliverate judgement, there
Sus never lived a humao being —eertainly not
in modera civilizatioo—whe attempted so enor
mous & ¢crime, or wrought such terrible calam-
ity. Nothing is more certsin than that one or
iwo genturies heuce, when the last remunant of
slavery has died out of the world, and history
makes up its ealn, irreversible verdiet wpon
these times, the name of Jeff, Davis, the slavery
champiou, the conepirator, the traitor, will be
put on the scroll as, beyond all comparison, in*
famous,

We say we have no plea to make for Jeff.
Davis. Yet we protest that it dees not lvok
well for his fellows in guiit to turm ugoun him
because he ir not successful. There is some-
thieg in this aet exquisiely palthy, We were
going ta suy devilish, but about this we are
pot sure. If Milton is any authority, the devils
don’t do such things; for among ali the speeches
he reports trom the terrors of Paudemonium,
not ore of them—whether from Moloch er
Mammeaon, Beiial or Beuelzebub—contiined a
sylabie of reproach sgainst the rebel lesader for
the “sad overthrow and foul defeat.” The whole
erew recogaiz.d that there had been equal hope
and hazzard 1a the glorious enterprise, aond
were coutent to take without epmplaint the
“equal ruin.” The disposition of our American
rebeis to make their chief responsible for their
hard fate belengs unly to the meanest elements
of the anman soul, It is very like the blina
spite of the bafll -d reptite.

Bad as Jeff Davis 1s, he has served the reb-
els weil, and they have no right to eomplain of
bimm. He was mmade their Presidest by a unan
imous vote, They had knowa hige long and
thoroughls, and eould net be mistaken either
abou: his faculties, or his devotion e their
pringiples. lu is the judgement of the whole
worid that they were not mistaken. They could
have fouad uo man within their borier so con
sumately quaslified for their leadership. Coid,
reserved, imperious, he could be the tool of no
man. Ever audacious, yet never rash ; inflexi.
ble in his purpose, yet versailie in the use of
means ; of every clear cowaprehension in gener-
al matters, 2nd yet of the most Ligated attach-
ment of the great rebel idea; of 8 temper of
soul incapable alike of undue elation or despon-
de ey ; of tireless industry, ana of first rate
exccurive abilily ; he was preeisely fitted to be
the cnief of this iremandous enterprise. The
wonder ever will be not that he at last sinks
exhauwsted, out that he was ever able to stand
againat our Goveruvinent at all, His*ory may
be searched in vain for another instance of «o
prodigious & power organized from suebh limired
materialy, acd ho'ding out so long against such
terrible trials. Thae ability and euergy  witk,
which he has consvlidated and sustained the re
beilion have extorted the admiration not on'y
of Europe, but of even the loyal North; for
the qualities are in themselves, nose the less
admirable, though employed in *he most wick-
ed cause,

Of eonrss it cannot be pretended that Jeff
Davis has made no mistakes. Were this so, it
weuld preve him more thae human, There nev.
or was human energy yet which did not some-
times misealtulate. 6&:‘ point is not that the

Tebei leaddf wiis porfect in his msmagement,

thar, therefore, he cannot justly be reproached
i any measure, for the failure of the rebel en- |
terprise. He has surpassed all the expectations
hie Confederates in treason eceuld have reason-
wbly formed ; and he is just as mueh entitled
tu the eonfidence of his fellow trsiters now, in
this their day of disaster, as he was a year ago,
when in the fush of vietery, they shouted his
Rame to the stars,

The simple truth is, that this rebellion falls,
because it was not possible for it to cope suc-
cessfully for any tong period, with the migh:
dier power arrayed zgainst is, specially when
that power had right on its side. It was cer-
tain, from the outset, that if the North shouild
ouce reslly gather and put furth 1ts vastly su-
perior swrength, the Confederacy would have to
yield sooner or later, nni-ss 1t should receive
help from abroad. 7T.¢ desperate efforts wich
have been made by its envoys to secure sucn
nelp have all the while betukened a lurking eon-

‘adwisistration in the conduct of the war, especi

ally od mational currency eriginated by
Lhe ary of the Trensury.”
g Wash New Era, of the 10th inst., re-

publishes {rom» the Raleigh Stsudard et July
S1 aif able artigle, four culumns in length, de-
nouscing thie theachery of the Confederate lead-
ers, showing the falsity of their efforts, stating
that pottions only of but five of the original
thirtesn States remain ip the hands of the Con-
feaeraey, and propoung that North Carolina,
» her Sovereign eapacily, make immediate
overisres to the North for peace.

- Te'this, in the spirit of remoustrance and en-
treaty in which we appealed to tke Standard a
week ago, we would now call the attentioa of
' that paper, and of those who have participated
ir. the su-called ‘peacs meotings.” Supposing
them to have been influenced by every proper
motive, ot i< alty to the Confederacy, and of a

scicusnees that this was its only chance. In the |
oaclier stage of the rehellion, Lefore the first
great uptising of the North, the Southern peo-s!
ple would have snomer brooked the inferval dev

il to have set up a cotirminous empire, than

have endured Napoleon [Il. in Mexico. But,!
ever since, they have hailed every step of the

French Emperor there, ard at the preseat time

would even be glad to accept not only his eluse

neighborhoad but his direct protection.

W o have no belief that Jefl. Davie himself,
with all his traitorous sgirit, wovid have ever
entered into open rebellion had he not eoumted
upon either a divided and paraiyzed North, or
speedy foreign intervention against the Nation-
al Goverament. Bold as he is, he otherwise
never would have committed himself to an ene
terprise with suoch terrible udds against it.—
Ouce in, of course he could not go buck; and it is
marvellous with what potent and dawntless en,
ergy he has ever since peen fighting kis fate.—
Accursed as he is for all the ruin he bas pletted
and the sea of blood he has eaused te be shed,
we 4o not hesitate' to testify that he bas been as
true to his work as his fellow traitors have to
theirs. Having together sown the wind, they
must together reap the whirlwing.
liberately challenged their fate. Though jt
comes in & different shape than they expected,
let them meeu it like men. This cursing of
their leader is pitiful.

_— e —————
[From the Fayetteville Observer.|

Yankee Response to the Peace Propositions
and meetings.—'I'he last rmail has brought ex
tracts trom the New York “Vorld of the 18th
inst, received by the Petersbug Express. from
wh:ch we cupy the following most important
paragiaphs :

*\V asuixgroN, August 17.— According to a
private letter reseived here, the article in the
Raleigh Standard of the 31st of July, throwing
ihe entire responsivility of the present war
upon the secessionists, deneuncing the ireachery
ot the Confe derate government, and arking for
prace, etc., was writter by the Speaker of the
North Carolina House of Commmons and the
President of the Guverner’'s Counail. It is fur
ther stated by the same correspondeat that
Governer Varce apprcved of the publication
of ihe article, copies of which have been furnish
ed the President xnd members of the eabinet.”

[Wa stop here to say, that all this about
the Speaker of the House of Commorns (Mr
Donnell.) and the Presid ent of the Governor’s
council (Mr Satterthwaite,) and Gov. Vance
nimself, is notoriously false. A oitizen of Da-
vidson county is the writer for the Standard.—
But the next extrsct is the ove to which we par
ticularly call the attention of our readers : |

“@reat Union Meeting in N. C.—NEwBERN,
N. C.,, Aug. 13.—A meeting of citizens of
North Carolina, representing every county im
tbe First and Second cungrsssional districts,
and a portion of the Third, was held at Wash-
ington, N. C., on the 1lth inst. The first
North Caroliva Union Regiment, stationed at
that point, participated in the meeting.

Addresses wera made resolutions adopted
expressing sympathy with she great conserva:
uve party ot North Carolina, declaring an ¥n-
ergetic prosecution of the war in this depart-
went to be the only means by which the Unisn
sentiment in the intertor of the Siate ean be
mude particular usefui 10 restoring wer to the
nationsl jurisdiction, asking the Governmest
tor reinforcements for this purpuse, aceusin
tha Confederate Government of perfidy and
cruelty toward North Carolins, declaring that
aer people are therefore adsolved !ron any fur
ther obligation to sustain ih,. plecing the re-
sponsinility for the destruction of slavery OIF:.

Jeff Davis and his eonspirators against the U
ion, expressiag tae belisf chat Noreh Carolina

wiii notwithstanding, find ample eompensstion
in the blessings of free llb_l:l‘ for \he  present
inconvenience of emancipation, rej»i oing .in the
recent Union victory at the Kenenn;{ election |
erheadism at the North, sed

but that:he wes ag.nedrly ve ssany living maw |

W similar circumstances could have been ; and

-
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commen n‘gt.'ho ability and patriotiom of
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desire to secure our Independence as well as to
bring this war tv a close, we ask them 10 loak
at the eflect of their movement. It is preeise.
ly what we told them would occur. They pro-
posed negotiations for peace. The yankees in
Newbern respond by a meeting evidently
com posed of Yankee soldiers and megroes, (the
First N. C. Union Regt.) ‘‘representing [that
is, stolen from | every county in the lst acd 2d
and part of the 3d Cengressional distriets,” and
welcome their proposition for negotiation by a
call for mute treops to overrun the State ef
North Carclina! That is the sort of negotiae
tivn for peace, and the only sort that they re-
cogmize. lustead of turning their thoughts te
peuce, the Yankees uave oniy been encouraged
to wage war with more energy. And uader
the persuasion—falee though it be—that they
will meet with Union friencs by penstrating to
the interior of the $Siate, we shall nu doubt seon
find themn advancing with the reinforeéements
they oall for, tuwards Weldes, or Raleigh, or
Fayettéville, one or all, burning and Isying
waste and robbing wherever they, go. “An
energetic prosecution of the war”’—that is, nce
cording to the invariable Yankee fashion, lay-
ing waste as they go, and killing and maimiug
| our sone and brothers—*is the only means by
which the Univn sentiment can be made pracsi=
cally useful.” Useful to whom ?—to Liucoln
and his plans of subjugativn and spoilation ! —
Separate yourselves we beg of you—we beg of
the Stundard and of the participants in the so-
cailed peace meetings ~frumn the remotest idea
of being willing to have any association or
sympathy with the blaek and whit: seoundreis
who meet your prepositions for psace with
proposiucns (o lay waste your pruperty and
that of you: neighbors and friends and kicdred,
and who deuvunce copperheadism at the North,
that is, demounce the peace men at the North
to whom you lovk for assistance Ia. securimg
peuace, but whuse po!':isal destruetion at home
you ensure by the pesce meetings here.

ls any true man of Norih Carviina willing de

liberately to euntinue a course which thus en~
ceurages the muliguant enemy to make more
energetie war upon our State? Gud forbid!
L'nen let every patriotie citizen who has been
lor a moment misied by the natural and univers
ssl desire for peace, come forward and repud:-
ate this most vnfortunate movement thav has
S0 encourayged the eusmy. If any man shall re -
fuse thus to repudiate it, now that its fatal ten-
déency is exposed b) tue Yankees themcelves,
Norin Caroina will assuredly repudiste him.
——re et

Upcn the oeeasion of the expulsion of General
Bauks from the Valley by Jaskson, in ‘the sum-
mer of 1862, and the capture of Winchester, a
frightemed Dutchman ran all the distanee from
Winchester to Martinsburg, twenty two miles. —
The feliowing is the Dutchman’s description of the
capture of the tewn, and his flight:

“I hear von great noise, and somebody say,
Stonewa.l Shackson’s come to town. I luoks out
de door, and I see vonm great big rebel, mit a hora
ooming down de bike, and he blay, ‘Whese been
here since I been gonel! Bheneral Banks, mit a
blue coat on.’ Thén I rushes back inte mine
house, Mr. Daily, and I grabs my monish—I have
mine monish here, Mr. Daily, (slaps h::dl’o"m)
and [ shamps over the stockade fence, amd I raun,
till I can’ rup any more. But I got my monish,
Mr. Daily, and I am tam dry.”’

e~ SR :

Pay vour Tax 1x Kivp Proupriy.—It is well
kuwowa Lo a!l that our Cengress, at its last ses-
sien, levied a tax in kind on the produsts of the
earth. It is the duty of our planters te pay

& | this tithe, upon auch erops as have been gather-

ed in, at the very earliest epportunity. Our
srmies are uow needing the Pprovisions which
these tithes will furnish,asd ought mot to be
‘deprived of them a moment longer thaw is suf-

can be shipped 10 the order government.
Be.ides, a prompt complisnce with the provise
to ns of the Jaw will save the Government much
expense and trouble, "QMI; all who hav

» “tax iu kind” to pay, do yo
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Tux Tax v Kisp.—The Hon. James L.
Pugh, of Alsbama, has recently written s com
cise eludidativn of the tax lvw of the last Con-
grese. Mr. Pugcliis one of the ablest men in
the Confederste E use of Reprasentatives, and
his views will be read with pecelisr interest
throughout the country at this time :
Bruxnpincs, July k1, 1863,

Mr. Editor :—You will piease publish the
following propositions on taxation and subsis—
tence : A

1 Nodirest tax on land aud slaves ean be
laid by Ce without 30 apportionment.
Representatioh and direct tazes are inseparas
ble No direct tax canbe laid constitutionall
without a census—no census ean be taken dure
ing the war. Hence, those who favor a tax on
property, and not on produsctions, ircomes and
profits, sre fur violating the Constitution,

2. A tax om propersy insteid of ::.duetions
would necessarily oppress the eitizer, and  sols
dier, because the tax, in order to be uiform
must be laid on the land «f the soldier as well
as the citizen who has been driven frowa his
home by tha enemy and msking nothing ; then
properiy mudt sell under the hammer to pay
tazes.

3. The prevision tax, or in kind, ean oppress
RO One; As no persom pays anyth'mg if he
makes nothing; whereas, the tax on properdy
must be the same on every one, and paid*in
money, whether the land makes provisioes er
grass and weeds. The provision tax will stop
the inerense of the war debt and the further is-
sue of Confederate money susiain erodit abroad
snd eonfidence at home, and above all feed the
army abundantly. A tax on property will aes
complish neither of these results, Ience, lam
in favor of the tax in kind, and the mouey tax
on incomes and profits, instead of s money
X on property.

4. Whether you lay a tax on proparty or a
tax in kind, it must be Lthe same en every body,
becanse if the property or crops of any oune,
whether citizen or soldier, is exempted, uniform
ity is destroyed and the tax is wncoastitution-

5. The provision tax of ene tenth is all the
planter pays while incomes from spesulation
&c., are tuxed as high as fifteen per cent.

6, Potatoes, peas and ground pess, left in
the field for stork, are not ccunted, because the

1
\

ficient to get them to some m'm “‘"j enignind b i
ot now in the Confederate army and rapidly iori

tax law requires an aecount vnly of such pore
tious of the erop useally gathered as “have
been sold or ounsuined prior to making the
‘estimate. This was intended to guard agsiost
| fraud and evasion of the tax law, buat eanmot
| @mbrace potstoes, pens, &e., usunlly left in the
‘field as these have nut beeu suld or cousumed.
prior to estimate, whieh wiil be made £s soon
as the crop is gathered. The Goverament will
need grain. &o., at onoce, to supply the Confed
erate army. Your obedient servast.
J. L. PUGH.
e o

The Fighting Strength of the Confclcracy.—

Mr. DeBow, Editor of DeBow’s R cw bas
made a esiculation of the fighting p ;'aiive of
our ecuntry. = He makes & very fair deduction
for our losses in consequence of the position of
Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri and portions of
Virginia, Tennessee, Lonisana and Arkansas.—
Iie then shows that our male population ' be-
tween the ages of 17 and 45 amouats to 1.181,
:500. Deducting one fourth for exempts {(a very
large allowance,) we have 880.000 men. We
have lost mmany men in the war; but the natursy
a! flow of eur £op||l ation has gone far to re-.
place them. uring the two years of hostili.
ties mot Jess than 120.000 males have pasesd
from under to over 18 years of age, Mr. De-
Bow estimates from these figures, thas in me
event during & long war ean ‘he Caulederate
strength be reduced under 700.000 if the pavs
ple are im earnest. This is an army ample for
all our possible necassitics. :
e

Coxpivion oF TR Post Orrice DeparTMENT.
—A correspondent of the Atlanta Intelligencer
gives the following account of the Lhrifty condi
tion of the Post Office Department, under the
managemert of Pustmaster Geperai Reagan.
The intention of the Government in making the
department self-sustaining will ultimately be

reslized :
Revenus for the r ending Sgptember
30, 1862, $717,274,99. For the quarter ende

ing Desember 31st, 1862, $772,82088. For
the quarter end ing March 31st, 1863, $907,~
I5 in estimated that the wumber of sold

- L

onld exturt ite liberation frem the Ca

s of Si. Petersburg, 1ere 8
us who will eay taat with cudh an
we can bo whipped 1
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