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'I'RB PARDONING POWER,
It is the part of good cltmenshlp to,
favor good laws and their falthful
execution. They should bé made
with exceeding care, aud should be
executed with fidelity and impartial-)
ity. An old writery; Anacharsis,says:!

“These written lawsare justlike spiders’|
webs; the small and feeble may be caught,
and entangied in ‘them, but the rich and!
mighty force through and despise them.”

There is toe much truth in this.
When it can be said with trath that
the goddess who presides 1 courts|
of justice sits with bandaged eyeal
and.dispenses the law with an wven,
and unbiased hand, then that country
is indeed rich ,in such a poesemon|
Bat if the Judge holds the scales un-!
evenly; if he be purehasable or vin- |
dictive;if he administers in t.he'court.sl
in obedience to the behests of arbitrary
and usurping power, and makes him-|
self the pliant nstrument of a flagi-
tious and venal party, he becomes a
curse to society, and deserves to be
held in everlasting reproach. The
time will never come when the cor-
ruptions of the immortal Bacon will
be forgotten, or whenthe crimes and
cruelties of Jeffreys will be condoned
or softened. - The great writers at
least will not prostitute their pens
that scoundrels may be canonized
and crimes transformed into vjriues.

Good laws are absolutely essent.tal
to the well being of society. They
should not only punish vice, but, ad |
Goldsmith said of Chinese laws, they
should reward virtue. Lord Claren-
don, one of the most eloguent and |
splendid of KEnglish writers, says
“the law is the standard and guardian
of our liberty; it circumscribes and

_defends it; but to imagine liberty
without a law, is to imagine every
man with his sword in his hand to
destroy him who is weaker than him+
self; and that would be no pleasani
prospect to those who ery out most
for liberty.” :

Good laws then are . pecessary for
the good order and preseryation of
society, and for the safety and perpe-
tuity of real liberty. - Bat they must
be executed promptly, equitably and
equally. They muist not be as,nets,
to which they have beea qompa.red

___through which the. big zﬂ.'h,u break
and the little fishes - «escape, only
catching those of mediam gize. They
must be for all offenders,of great
and low degree. They mnst. proteop
equally the rich ‘man in lp,s elegant
home and the poor wan in  his cot~

tage. The chief, the important thmg |

tsto have the laws enforeed.
The STaz has always st.ood by an
honest, capable and faithfal judiciary.
Without ‘specially ehampioning:the
merits of men, it has been ready to
advoeate the prineiplesof Justice and |
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