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Seccambed to am llmess Which Had
Beea Preying Upon His Coastitu-
tien for Years—A Long snd
Useful Business Career.

The BTar chrornicles this morning
with a sincere feeling of the deep loss
the city has sustained, the death of
Mr. Joshua Grainger Wright, which
oocurred at his home in Wilmington,
corner Eighth and Market streets,
Sunday morning at 11 o'clock after a
lingering illness brought about by
three severe] strokes of paralysis suf
fered at intervals during the past eight
years. "

The cause of Mr. Wright's immedi-
ate death was pneumonia but the
effects of paralysis were plainly seen
to have contributed largely to his sad
demige. He suffered his first stroke
about eight years ago and several
years ago another, and about a year
ago still another. At one time last
March his life | was despaired of
but he rallied and appeared some
better. His death Sunday, while not
wholly unexpected, nevertheless came
as a shoek to the family and the com-
munity at large.

Mr. Wright was born in Wilming-
ton, April 17th, 184C aud Was therefore,
in the sixly-first year of his age. His
parents were the lale lamented Dr,
Thos. H. and Mrs. Mary Allan Wright,
and he was born at the old family
homestead on the southwest corner of
Tnird and Markst streets. He was the
last of a large family of brothersand
sisters, who traced their ancesiry to
colonial times, Joshua Grainger, one
of the founders of Wilmington, having
been the head of the family. Deceased
was the fifth of the succeeding family
which bore the mams of his distin.
guished forsfather. When a young
man Mr. Wright graduated from the
University of North Cirolina and upon
the breaking out of the -QOivil"War he
hastened to joif the Confederacy and
was made early in the struggle first
lisutenant of Company K, First N. Q.
Regiment. At Chanceliorsvills, while
fighting bravely for his country, he
received a wound from which he never
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;] famil

member and of wﬁiﬂh,plrilh
vesiryman for many .years, Mﬂ?
yices were conducted by Re Fl!d
erick H. T. Horsfleld, the re m;
the présence of a large. hnnher of
friends and relativesdscluding & dele-
gat.mn of membersof Cape Fear Camp,
No. 254, U. €. V., of which he was
alsoa member. The intermant was at
Oakdale cemetery aund the following
gentlemen acted a3 pall-bearers: Hoa-
orary, Messrs. Samusl Northrop,
James Sprunt, Ool. Joo. D. Taylor and
Col. Jno. L. Cantwell; active, Messrs.
Msrsden Bellamy, E. 8. Martin,
Walker Meares, Wm. Calder, T. O.
Banting and Capt. T. C. Lewis

Deceased was a member of Cornelius
Harnett Council, No. 231, Royal Ar-
canum, and of Carolina Lodge, No.
434, Knights of Honor. Inall of his
relations with his fellow men he im-
pressed them with his beautiful Chris-
tian character and amiable qualities.

A friend yesterday paid the follow-

| character of the deceased:

“Again the silver cord is loosed and
the pitcher is broken at the fountain.
After weary years of suffering which
were lovingly. and mereifully miti-
gated by the' ministrations of those
who never failed him, Joshua Grain-
ger Wright, the Christian gentieman,
the beloved friend, has entered into
that rest which remaineth for the
people” of God. His name and his

1 life are linked with precious memorie
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JOSHUA - 6. - WRIGHT.

Highly Esteemed Citizen of Wil-
‘mington Died Sunday at
His Home.

THE FUNERAL YESTERDAY.

WILMINGTON N. C,, TUESDAY JANUARY 1, 1901

Justre 1o an honored name, and that
he has l«ft us a precious legacy, the
éxample of a Christian life which will

Iovsd bim.”
-_—

LOCAL DOTS.

— Japuary 1st, 1901+

— The Adlgonquin arrived in port
yesterday from a short cruise.

— The Christmas exercises of the
Sauthside’ Baptist Bunday school will
take place Lo night.

— Tho STAR i8 in receipt of a
very pretty calendar for the new year
from the Postal Telegraph and Cable
Company.

—The annual holiday entertain-
ment of the Sunday school of the
Brooklyn Baptist Church will take
place to-night.

— At a_semi-annual meecting of
the direclors of the Wilmington Bav-
ings and Trust Company yesterday
the usual dividend of three per cent
was declared.

— The regular monthly meeting
of the North Carolina Sorosis will be
beld Thursday afternoon at 4 o'clock
at the club room, corner Fifth acd
Orange streets,

— Mr. J. B. Farrar has resigned
his position as travelling salesman for
Messrs. H. A. Tucker & Bro., and will
travel for the New Home Bewing Ma-
chine Company.

— W. M. Coamming auwd wife re-
Torded a déed yesterday transferring
property on Second sireet, between
Queen and Wooster, to Dan Beuton;
consideration $500.

— The prayer meeting at St. An-
drew’s Presbyterian Church will be
held this evening at 7.80 o’clock, in-
stead of to morrow evening, as usual,
It will be a New Year's service.

— Emma Thompeon was sent to
the county roads by Mayor Waddell
yesterday morning for disorderly con-:
duct. She had just served thirty days
for a similar offence and was released
only Saturday afternoon.

— An Associated Press telegram,
dated December 30th, says: “‘The Brit-
ish steamer Dora, Captain Golding,
from Wilmington, N. C., for Queens-
town, has arrived there and reporis
having propejler injured.”

— During the year Register
ot"Dwds Biddle has issued 277 mar-
riage licenses, of which 123 were to
) white ecouples and 154 to colored per-
lbnl. Twenty-five were issued dur-
ing December—nine to white persons
nnd sixteen to colored.

--—-:-——-.-——

NE' ADVIRTIBEHENTB

'; Muyxnros a: Kallsy—Bpodnlnle.

_ 8. W. Sanders—Something new.

_ Mercer & Evans Co.—Our thanks.
A. D. Brown—Happy New Year!
Ne'&vilu hnh-—Ydur attention.
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* -GBSEQUIES OF J. W. TAYLOR.
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Thesemains of the latediey. Joseph | |

| »ir Tayior, wiigee death at Habira'
| Ga., -gocurred -dast Friday, 'p.we‘.’n*‘=

ﬂ'un a:l‘hnoan on +he,W..C. and
F.g,, "seain and wefe ¢arried directly to
Eﬂlmem where they were
tondclyhidbmtin the presence of
many relatives and friends.

Rev. J. N. Cole, of Grace M. E
Churzh.

The following gentlemen were pall-
bearers: Messrs. 8. G. Hall, H. McL.
Greén, W. P. Oldham, W. A. French,
J. W. Alderman and N. M. Me-
Eachein.

Those of the family who came to
attgnd the funeral were Mrs J. W.
Taylor, wifeof the deceased, of Hahira,

Ga. Mr. and Mrs, W, H. Newell and

Capt. J. J. Clemmons, wife and child-
ren, of Florence, Messrs. Robert
and Jesse Taylor, brothers of deceased,
of Wilson, and nephew, Mr. Chas.
Taylor, also of Wilson.

— e e E——

(iranted Liquor Licenses. ~

At a special meeting of the Board of
County Commissioners held yesterday
afternoon, at which all the members
were present, the liquor licenses re-
cently approved by the Board of Al-
dermen were ordered issued. As the
old licenses of dealers expired yesier-

i 2 =

abide in the memory of those who

The funeral servides werc fmpross-—
{ivély.reaa vy Rev.J. W. Poiler, of
41 Mark'et Street Methodist Church, and
the benediction was pronounced by {-

daughter, Miss Calena, of Norfolk; |

TWENTIETH CENTURY

Ushered in With the New Year
by Appropriate Ceremonies
Last Midnight.

SALUTE BY NAVAL RESERVES

Watch Night Services at Maoy of the
Charches and Nomerous Home Gath-
erlogs—The Observance As it
Will Be To-day.

———

Last midnight witnessed the closing
of the year 1900 and the Nineteenth
century, the beginning of the new year
1901 and the Twentieth century.

The occasion was celebrated in Wid-
migeton by the firing of salutes, the
ringng of church bells, the singiog of
anthems and the offering up of prayer
at several of the churches’ in the city
and the usual other incidents that the
more observant citizen considers para-
mount Lo the suceessful “'rioging in of
the new and (be ringiog out of Lthe
old.” Upon the whole the oceasion in
Wilmingion was celebrated on a more
elaborate scale, perhaps, than in many
years. DBesides the publiec obser-
vaucesihere were many home gather-
iogs in honor of the event and
the city made mer-3 {rom north to
south and from east lo west as the
big clock in the Court House steeple
rang cheerily thq hour of midnight.

watch night services were held,
led by the pastor, Rev. J.
N. Cole. There was a special
programme of music and a large num-
ber of people gathered in reverencse to
celebrate the passing of the old year
and century and the ushering in of the
new.

Similar gervices were held at Filth
Btreet M. E. Church, led by the pastor,
Rev. John H. Hall. There, too, a con-
gregationjgathersd and held appropri-
ate services. -

At Bt. Paul's Pro Cathedral solemn
Poniifical mass was celebrated at 12
o'clock, Rev. Father C. Dcnnen offi-
ciating. There was a special pro-
gramme of music and il was admirably
rendered. The service was elaborate
and impressive and was surpassed in
significance and appropriateness by
none other in the city.

The watch night zervice at the
Second Advent Church lasted trom 8
until 12 o’clock. @fbere was also
a special programme of music at this
church _and special prayers were
offered. "I’he vew year was ushered in
by the ringing of bells and a gladsome
reception by the large congregation
present.

The Etreet demonstrations consisted
of the explosion of fire works in the
different parts of the city, desultory
firing of pistols, ringing of bells and
blowing of whistles by the harbor
oraft." nctubly the U. 8. revenue ciat-
ter Algonquin, which is tied up at the

| Custom House whar!, and the varioas

other meth ds usually employed to
make ‘‘one’s sell heard” by his fellow
beings.

The most pronounced celebration of
the New Year was by the Hotchkiss

| gun. ecrew of Wilmington Division,

Naval Reserves, corsisting of Messrs.
A. A. Hergenrother, J. H. LeGwin,
Chas. E. McMillan, W. 8. Morris, J.
MeMillan and Louis King. The mem-
bersibrought their gun to the foot of
Market street and fired a Commodore’s
| salute of ten guna

. New Year’s will be obsesved t.c-day
as usual. The banks, Produce Ex-
hange, .Enstdm House, Post office, a
rnumber
will observe bholiday hours or close for
the entire day alid therg will be a
general . suspension of business,
Many hunters will seek thee field
while the ordinary individual will
spend the-dagls usuul on such cccas-
ions in the cit

Receplion To Chimese Students.

Mr. W. B.Cooper, Superintendent of
Grace E. Bunday School, and the
teachers of the Chinese classes in that
organization gave quite an enjoyable
recepiion and holiday entertainment
last night at the residence of Mr. O.
M. Fillyaw to the eight Celestials who
aitend regularly at Grace that branch
of the church service. Miss Eva Par-
mele was mistress of ceremonies and
the evént was a delightful one for all
present. Refreshments were servedin
great abundance and elegance and
upon conclusion of théaffair each
member of the Chinese classes was
presented with a Christmas present as
a testimonial of the appreciation of the
teachersand the Sunday School gen-
erally of his faithful work and punc-
tual attendance during the year.

Port Paragraphs.
The American barque Chas. Loring
aad schooner Jno. R, Fdl. which

day it was nena-nryto.huld tho &

At Grace Methedist church specla;l_

stores and like institutions.

-] Misses Riston and Lucile Banck, after

o

turned to Washington last night afler

PERSUNAL PARAGRAPI‘IS

— Mr. S. A, Schloss iz in Phila-
dalphia.

— Mr. John G:Ies returned to
Chapel Hill yesterday.

— Mr. Chas. Elliott returned to
Washington last night.

—Capt. C. P. Bo]les left last night,
returning to Washington.

— Mrs, E. R. Wooten returned
yesterday to Rocky Mount.

— Mr. Dawson Latham arrived
last night from Rocky Mount.

— Mr. Almon Elliott hasreturned
to the University of Virginia.

— Mr, N. M. Alston, of Golds-
boro, arrived in the city yesterday.

— Mr. Forest Hyman is the guest
of his friend, Mr. D, Archie Bulluck.

— Mr. and Mps. H, F. Wilder
returned yesterday from Si, Stephen‘s,
8. 0.

— Mr. Geo. G. Thomas, .Jr has
returned from a short wvisit to Balti
more. )

— Mr. Péter Rourk, of Bruns-
wick, was a Wilmington visitor yes
terday.

— Mr W. R. Newbury, of Magno-
lia, was 8 visifor to Wilminglon yes-
terday.

— Miss Lina McCauslin went up
to Atkinson yesterday to spend New
Year's.

— Mr. H. C. McQueen and Miss
Sue McQueen arrived last mght from
New York.

Trainmaster Charles L. Porter,
of Florence, was a visitor to the city
Sunday.

— Mr. and Mrs.
ward have returned
Mount.

— Col. A. H. Slocomb, of Fay-
etteville, was among Sunday’s arrivals
in the city.

— Dr. K. J. Powers, of South
Washington, N. C., was a visitor fo
the cily yesterday.

— W. J. Davis, ex-State Senator
from Brunswick county, was a visitor
to the city yesterday.

— Miss Sarah Hocutt has returned
to her BBme at Greenville after visit-
ing relatives here. ’

— Messrs. W. H. Pyke and J. A.
Pullan, of Southport, were arrivals
in the city last evening.

— J. 0. Oarr, Esq., of Wilming-
ton and J. A. Carr, of Lacey, Miss,,
are guests at the Orion.

— Mr. Will Atkinson left last
night for a few day’s visit to Rich-
mond and Washington.

— Rev. A. S. Barnes and wife, of
Whiteville, are here on a visit to the
family of Mr. E. C. Craft.

— Mr. Starke S. Batchelor, apop-.
ular insurance man of Raleigh, is here
for a few days business trip.

— Miss May Higgins returned
homse last evening from Rocky Mount
where she has been on a visit.

— Mz, Reid French, the “Ivoi'y
Starch’” man, left yesterday, after
spending the holidays at home.

Mr. Burgess Marshall re-

C. W. Wood-
from Rocky

spending the holidays at home.

— Prof. John Jay Blair has re=
turned from Rocky Point, where he
spent Christmas with his mother.

— Mr. Wilkes Morris, who has
been quite- sick, the STAr is glad fo
legtn, was .much better yesterday.

! — ﬁr. V. T. Brantley, operator
at the Sz A. L., offics, is spending a
few days at his home af Cheraw, 8-Q,

— Mr. J. J. McCaurry, of Char-
lotte, and M. C. Ficke, of Newbern, .
were arrivals at the Orton yesterday.-

— Messrs. J. Holmes Davis,” W.
S. Register and H. W. Nash leff, 1ast
evening to spend New Year’s at Char-
leston. i

— Mrs. John W. Hinsadale, of
Raleigh, after a visit to her uintar
Mrs. Sam T. Ashe returned home yes-
terday.

— Mr. W. H. Cooper and mte, of
Nashville, Tenn., are visiting in fhe
city the guutl of Mr. Cooper’s |
brother, Mr. W. B. Cooper.

— Miss Mamie Rourk,.of Shal-
lotte, N. O., passed through the.city
yesterday en route to Savannah, Ga,
to visit her brother, Mr, John W.
Rourk.

— Mr. Will Donlan, who has a
position with the Central of Georgia
railroad, at Savannah, is hereon a
short visit to his parents, Mr. &nd
Mrs. P. Donlan. '

— Misses Mamie and Carrie Hil-
ker, of Goldsboro, . accompanied by

a visit.io Mrs, Otfo Banck. m&umed
hme yulerdl.r
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] Tm; FIRE YESTERDAY]

Early Mormng Blaze in Depart-
ment Store of Mercer &
o Evans aém:;mm.r.

THE DAMAGE . ABOUT $5,000.

Damage to Mr. W. Van Hardin's Saloon
Adjoloing—Ratis and Maiches Were
Likely the Camse of the Con-
flagration—Ilnsurance.

.

A destructive fire occurred yesterday
morning about 1:30 ocloek in the de-
partment stores of the Mercer & Evans
Company, Nos. 115 and 117 Princess
street, and an estimated damage
of between $4,000 and $5,000 was
wrought. The fire was confined to

the third floor of the building where §

it originatad, very near the par
fition dividing a [storage room for
old wares and a room in ‘which was
kept the wholesale shoe and the sur
plus retail shoe stock of the firm.
The origin of the fire is supposed to
have been ‘‘rats and matches” and this
theoryhs pretty!well sustantiated'by the
fact that only last Wednesday Mr. B.
B. Jackson, a salesman in the store,
found a box of matches very near the
spot al which the fire originated with
the case gnawed open and some of
the matches spilled about the place.

The general retail stock of dry
goods, notions, ete., on both second
floors of the building were smoked,
scorched, and to a small extent dam-
aged by water., The goods in the two
salesrooms on the first floor were
also slightly damaged.

Mr. Mefcer, president of -the ecom
pany, places the value of the stock on
all the floors at $14,70C, upon which
was carried $12,000 insurance, dis
tributed between the several ‘local
companies, as follows: J. H. Boat-
wright & Son, $2,600; Willard &
Giles, $1,506: J. VanB. Metts, $2,000
Dr. W. W. Harriss, $500; Col.
Walker Taylor, .$4,500, and W. W.
Hodges, $1,000. It is impossible, of
course, to estimaie the damage to the
stock yet, but the fire depariment
places it at betwzen $3,500 and $4,000,
while others claim it will exceed that
amount.

The damage to the buildings will’
aggregate about $800. No. 115 is
owned by Mrs. .A. J. Mercer and is
insured for $1,000 with Willard &

Giles; $1,000 with J. oatwright &
Son and $200 with Col} Walker Tay-
lor. Ne. 117is owged Dy Mr. A, H,

Evans and was insured for $500 with

Willard & Giles; $1,500 with J. H,

Boatwright & Son and $700 wifh Col.
Walker Taylor. -

The store No. 319 in the-same build-
ing, occypied by Mr. W. Van Hardin
as a saloon, wasalso damaged to some
extent bysmoke and water. The build-
ing is owned by Mr. T. 8. Evans and
the loss is covered by insurance. The
stock and fixtu f Mr. Hardin are
also covered by insurance with J.
VanB. Meits and Col. Walker Tay-
lor. :

Mr. Mercer asks the STAR o return
thanks to Chief Schnibben, Assistant
Chief Monroe and the firemen- gener-
ally, who prevented a more serious
conflagration by diligent andskilful
work.

Chief Szchnibben also asks -the STAR
to thank Mr. Andrew Smith for re-
freshments served the firemen, and
also to Mr. Mercer and Mr. Hardin for
like courtesies.

The stores of the Mercer & Evans
Company will be closed for several
days until the losses are adjusted.

-~

Changes at the Court House,
# Mr. Owen Fennell takes charge fo-
day of the office of clerk to the
finance committee of the Board of
Oounty Commissioners, succeeding
Capt: W. P. Oldham, who will go in-
to other business. Mr. Fennell was
-alected to the position at the first
meeting of thsé fiscal year in Decem-
ber. County Standard Keeper Geo. T.
Bland yestepday turned over the effects
Of” his office to his successor, Mr.
@G. 0. S8immons, who was also elected
at the beginning of the new fiscal
year.
The commissioners mll meet Mon-
dly for choosing of other elective
the board who were not
doclued upon at the December megt-
ing. :

Mr. O. H. Page Promoted.

Mr. Owen H. Page, who has for
some time most acceptably filled a
position in the office of Mr. E. Borden,
superintendent of transportation of the
Atlantic Coast Line, has been pro-
moted to the position of lost car agent
to suceceed Capt. J. P. Russell, who
has accepted a position in the General
Manager’s office. Mr. Page’s promo-
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