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|  The establishment of a Recorder’s
|Conrt in the- connty and the limiting

which are

bling come after a|
livels '
the vou: having be n 51

( .I‘Iie'l'

in tompeting ‘
to prohibit the rallroads, their officérs made the drunkards

or employes from owning interests in {Just before the vots to !

Yesterday war the third day of the
trial of Harry K. Thaw for the mmar
Ger of Stanford White, In New York, :
the result belng that Lwo mare IMSS Sm FOl!ﬂtIil\ Mu,;ﬂuﬂm of Present 'l‘erm.complated’
rors were secured, making seven DOW . | Yesterday Aflernocon—Rezcorder's |
in the box: the prisomer was brighter m.r.udhll. -er House | c ¢
and attempted to peep Over A DeWs ewer ourt aLr:d A;tomohile Speed !
paper man's shoulder to redad a news . aw Endorsed. s |
paper account of bis _trial——Mrs. of General Assembly.
Charles J Holman, of Pittsburg, mo- 1
therinlaw of Harry K. Thaw, denies | R
that she is golng to New York to tes- THE RMLROAD HEARING jof the speed of automobiles to 20
Uty lnumml:::'émlh;r‘ T;: - '-u'lile-ﬂ per h(.)ur on the highways of
gan An Inquiry at Augusta, Ga, yes New Hapover  were sirong en-
tarday Into charges of discrimination Supt. A. W. Anderson, of Atlant.c dorsements made by the grand jury
made by cotton milL« agalust the, Coast Line Before Committee—In |&l the present term of Superior Court,
mmﬁw‘ (on;p:::o;it?: n.,::,.d to Solicitors’ Sal‘ary-- (1o “:hich report was ma‘de yvesterday
s:.ﬂ"hl'. to be made on a bill by Mr. rton Introduces Bills. lafternoon, after completing the busi-
Rraatley, of Georgia. to prohibit C.!(By Sow Bell !:,;1 Distance Phxe) iness thai came before it. 'The jury
0. D. colections on lMquor shipped to 1“{ g s o ‘“_“ ) A1) | vas discharged with the thanks of
communities where probibition pre- aledgh, N. C., Jan., 25 The House | His Honor, Judge Long, presiding at
vails ——Senator Bacon, of Georgia, today tabled che Douglass bill to reg-|the preseni term. The report in full
yesterday opposed a resolution to uiale the soda fountains of the State, is as follows:
prevent lobbylng by na™l officers 10 the provisions of o1 To the Hon. B. F. Long, Presiding
secure legislation in thelr AvVOr.— . o T - wouy Judge, Superior Court, New Han-
Col. Joseph P. Minetree, purchasing : ae | over County, Jgpuary, 1907, Term:
agent of the 8ocuthern Rallway, n gal discussion of more ithan two! Sir: We, the grand jury, beg 1o,
lant Confederate officer, died In Wash- | hourws, to 39 '}r-'pur! that we have passed on all]
mgton yesterday ——The Interstale It came up as the \papers seni us by the golicitor and]
= = ) i i Lile special un- = o
Commerce Commission yesterday {der un{ ) , have returned 55 true bills, eight not
made its report coucerning its invest . ‘“,“"“’1" regort o e COm- |irye  bills, and made two presemnt-!
tigation Into the cofl carrying roads: mitter whichstiood seven 10 six ugainst iments . |
the Commission found that seavernal ,‘-h" propose measure During the We found the jall clean anud the pris- |
roads purchased stock in other roads | Progress o[ the debate 1 the DIl joners satisfied, except for the cold,
1o control coal trafic over them, ndlu‘- Dooglass referred to the sodn |they suffering on account of the heat-
recommends the passage of an ot u:vlf""“"“ﬂm'i of the State »s the chil-|er being in need of repairs. We arol
probibit such roads from owning stock | dren's bars, decdaring theit habits were told that repairs have been ordered,
common Ccarriers, and | formed at these places that afterwards [but that does pnot preveni the present
and dope fiends |sulfering. . -
ble <he bill, | Court House is in good order, |
coal properties ——Senstor Bimmoal.iwm’h}'. of Rowan. threw the Housc |but the yard in the rear and the yard
of North aCrolina, yesterday intro- (&nd galleries indo couvulsions of lof the jail need attention. The com-
4 a child labor bill with a view langhter &t an amendment that hece- | mittee appointed to visit the out-ofl- |
m;kn State laws on child labor n!-}lﬂir it shall be mmlawfu! in North [fown property of the councy T!']l()l"fi

fective ——New York markets: Money |(Caolion o feed o horsc<. mules, |that at- Castle Haynes they found 36 |
on call, stemdy. 1-2 to 4 per ceml . [COWS, and other anikmals ha) of whom were sick, 5|
rallng rate. 3 3-4. closing hid 3 12; klt is served with mayonnais: dressing and pneumonia,
offered at 3 34; spot cotton, steady
at 11 cents; %our, firm, but slow: lponu- the town of Ropers, in Washing-
wheat. firm. No. 2 red, 52 1.2 elava- fSon countiy: to empower [ commis |complaint to make.
tor:- corn. steady, No. 2, &5 elevator:; [Honcos of New Hauover 1t lssue| Three prisoners have
oats, steady, nfixed, 41 turpent bonds and call for a special tax elec |the last £ix months, bui two were re-
and rosin, steady tion for the benefit of public xchools; lcaptured. We recommend & new fur-
b amm— 2o authorize Jomes count: Io issuc |nace for the insane department in
If the Hom. Thomas Setie thinks bonds to build a bridge over Treni |the County Home. The Home was

all that aboni the Republieas party im |river. » |clearr and apparently well kept. YWe
the thié® mourners’ bench of Smoong bil's inirodaced in the House | earnestly recommend that one iusane
iwtre: By Mortoa, to allow the Y. M. | inmate, Minnie Reynolds, be cither

the Democratic party hasnt gone any- IC. A of Windngton to issuc bonds; {gent to the asylum or some provision
be made to better her physical com-
fort. which is now pitiable. The con-
vict camp near Scotis Hill was found
|to be in good condition, uo sickness
among or complaints from the pris-
oners. :
We recommend that the maxhinum
speed of automobiles should not\|ex-
reeed tweuly an howr oosdhe i
lic roads of this- edunty. Tt s~ che
sense of this body that our represent:
ative in the Legislature be requested
to have such a law passed for this
county.
We earnestly recommend the enact-
ment of the law now before the Leg-
islature  for the establishment of a

viding expense money wheu they are Recorder's Court for the county. We
" believe that it _will result in a finan-

to handle as prohibition. 'called to the assistance of the attor
ney general. The opposition was’ lodiﬂa_‘ sa?ing and from a humane stand-
by Buxton, of Forsythe, - while the | point, it is almost a necessity.
champion of the bil was Webb, of Respectfully *'“P‘]‘“_t(?_d-
Buncombe. There was an amendment | LOUIS H. SKINNER,
to make thie sa'ary $2,500 anl and if F. A. LORD: Foreman.
the fees do not amount to that In Secrelary.
some districts, the solicitors are (o
receive only fees. If they amount o
over $2 500 any residue is Lo be paid
into the State treasury. This was by
McLean, of Robeson. The was
finally p.‘!pﬂﬂt‘tl and the bill made the | {Specinl. Star Correspondence.)
special order for next Thursday. | Raleigh, N. C., aJn. 95.—The Anti-
\mong bills passed was to prohibit|Saloon League forces are greatly dis-
that President Roosevelt is determin- | the exle and manufacture of wine and |turbed over the persistent refusal of
od that Germany =hall have tari |cider at Littletcn Among those in-|J. W. Bailey, editor of the Biblical
. ' | troduced were by Turner, to Increase |Recorder, to serve and longer as
concesrions n Jyelum for her diﬁi’()‘_thr salary of the Governor to $5.000 | cheirman of the league it/ charge of
dtion to meet us hall way It is|per year and by Webb to allow com-|the campaign work for temperance.

tu:len:'vrm\'icts. 11
very sick with fever

oners

South

|to improve ¢che efficlency of the James
I Walker Memorial Hospital of Wil
. . _'hm ey |miogtos:; by MeNefl, to rogulate la-
Mpaw killed Stanford White becCausé | hor in cotton mills; Royster.
re war fazy The evidence in the iate the conduct of keepers, clerks
' 44l way make it appear that Thae and employes of dispemsarics: Dowd
coald have been crazy if he had not of Meck'enburg, to promots comiorl
dome the Rilltmw. ov s'veet rallweys by providing sepa-
T U tt— . SOALNLOP TDCORer " - e

- — e - ~fa the Senate most of the session

m?_ ((:r“u{lﬂ J. Byt Qo lwas devited to a discussion of tho

e be Nebraske legISIMWC | jugiice il placing solicitors on sal-

has made a great pafade of fring out jaries and providing for taei~ assist

the lobbydsts, but up to date the botel lance to the a‘torney geuneral in the

omnagers have not been 25 COm- pwscmnt;n (;thr:‘mts, It is lpl:;pm[l

: ) “ % Antl to put the jcitors on salaries o©

piain of dechgpesd I oe. $2.100 per year In lleu of fees pro-
jobbyistn appgers {0 be about as hard

wherc yet

vorue people contend

to regu-

The Lamberton Robesgnian is urg-
ing the extension of the town llmits.
Lumberton has grown so that a com-
siderable portion of the town is out
side the corporate limits. Few places
in North Carolina have made such
(regress as Lamberton, o hichh is 1ap-
ily developing into a cot.t weill - n

ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE.

Completion of the Work in Raleigh.

VoL,

It $& anpounced f{rom \\'ashingum{

|years,
|to the county roads for long terms and

The House passed the bill to incor-|the other eight trivial. The other pris- |tion,
were questioned. bnt had no |ble amount to the dispatch of busi-

| ness.
eecaped in |lms a

‘ were,

Progress of Work. |

THE BILL DEFEATED WORK OF GRAND JURY/DOCKET COMPLETED THE WASP ARRIVED

-——

1
Superior Court Made Remark-

able ‘Progress Disposing of
All Cases in One Week."

—— -

SNIPES TRIAL POSTPONED

Sentence Passed in Two Other Cap-
ital Felonies—Judge Long Left
For Home After Recess For
Term—Other Proceedings.

The business at the present term of
New Hanover Superior Court, which
will expire by limitation tonight
week, was completed yesierday evei-
jng by 6:15 o'clock, and there will
be no second week, Judge Long hav-
ing left last night for his home at
Statesville, N. C., after making a for-
mal order that witnesses and jurors
summoned for the coming Monday
need not ritend. During the day sen-

tence was passed in three of the six
capital cases for trial at the term,
and the others were continued. The
asggregate of sentences passed is 79
ecoveral of the number going

two others going to the State prison.
During the week remarkable progress
has been made, a fact which is favor-
ably commented upon by all in at-
tendance upon the sessions. Jadge
long is a tireless and thorough work-
er. and is an able second to Solicitor
Pufly. Sheriff Cowan during the week
has established an enviable reputa-
and has added no inconsidera-

That Colonel Taylor, the clerk,
most valuable deputy in Mr. W.
N. Harriss is strikingly illustrated in
{he fact that yesterday- afternoon
when court adjourned at 6:15 o’clock
the minutes were at once readyv for
the signature of Judge Long, who
went to his room, packed his suit
case and left on the 6:50 train for
his home.

The sentences imposed yésterday
geven vears on the roads for
Garfied Pearsall, convicted of break-
ing into the home of Mrs. Dunn last
Summer while the family was on the
beach: five years in the State pris-
on for Kate Fisher, the albino, who
broke into the house of Seetion Mas-
for vA - J%: Eamb, at ‘Wrightsboro; 30

William Ashe and Frank James, both
colored, charged with murder of col-
ored women, while gseveral minor
sentences were passed on defendants
for trivial offences. Sergeant Smith
had previously been given seven years
on the roads for burglary.

During the day Joe Murphy, colored,
eharged with inflicting wounds which
subsequently caused the death of El-
lis Benjamin at his home in Florence,
S. C., was arraigned and Woodus Kel-
lum was assigned to his defence. La-
ter it was announced that George L.

eschau, Esq., had been retained for
he defence and the assignment of
Mr. Kellum was stricken out. The
case was continued until the April
term.

The case of Lonnie Snipes, the
'yvoung white man charged with the
murder of W. L. Williams, a traveling
men, was continued in the absence
of witnesses regarded as material to
the defence, an affidavit 1o this effect
having been furnished by  Messrs.
Bellamy & Belamy, Herbert McClam-
my and Walter P. Gafford, Esags.,
conusgel for the prisaner. This afii-
davit as to the facts =ought to be

aid that if Congress does not act at | missicners ia counties to pav $2 12 ju-| During the last hour of the session of
‘his ression he will call an exira ses rors _insrpml of $1.50 as !‘-‘."-f _ (the State Temperance Convention
While he IS it he should |- This afternocon the )oint r-:::ax.ntl‘wt‘:last night, great pressure was brought

hile he is at it. he should | < " oiroads gave a further hearingito bear on him to retain the chair-

have all tariff echedules

tfon
over- [to the representatives of roads on |manship, but he refused on the ground
nanled. as they are out of date

the
pending rai!way regislatica. The prin-!that the sentiment of the convention

cipal speaksr this afterncon was Gen-|seemed to be for State prohibition,
The Millars Waeasnhing- | el CounselA P Thom, of the South-jland he was for prohibition by local
figares . out that than | M while tomight General Suaperin- option only, so he wants a free _lmnd
17 00 06 o g gl Y . tendent A. W. Anderson was heard.ias an editor to advocate his views.
13000000 men in the L nited States Heo gqnéted a large pumber of figures |[The executive committee, at the lns;
are avallable military service. | to show that a reduction in the rate|minute, was empowered to appoint a
New York Soate coald fornish 1394 1;‘:"’” not ln":;ﬂl‘lg: lhﬂ_h'a;x’-‘-ram] thatlichairma;g. - .
\Mbera e ' roads would be seriously hampered | The ague is to undertake at once
i u\) .;:;.'-,!!tr«, Ohlo 1,085,119, llfn-o}slm thetr efforts t0 lmprove the service. |the raising of $500 for temperance
1.084.559, Jr}r! Peonsylvania 1,017,000 ) He made a decidedly favorable :m~|c'ampalgn pUrposes.
Any ona of these Stales, according 10| pression co the committe> and was The vice puesidents elected by the
thiose figures, oould rmdse & ar:ny‘lhmrt! at great length | League O sc;lrvo with ‘}[‘l’erifl ](;:)arl.;
> - . == si:n as president, are o wd,
larges than that ”r (.hc.(.nfwlﬂr‘:!u' RESIGNS AS SECRETARY. :('hﬂl':ol'_(": R. B. White, Franklinton;
Setates durizg the Civil War George P. Pell, Winston-Salem; J. H.
james H. Taylor, Jr.. Succeeds | Tucker, Asheville; A. M. Scales,

Secretary al

TRy more

for

, Mr.

proved by the absent witnesses was
not made public.

of the next criminal term.

When court convened yvesterday
morning the trial of Ralph Windham,
charged with an assault with a dead-
ly weapon and carrying a concealed
weapon, was resumed, the defendant
being found guilty and recommended
to the mercy of the couri. He was
fined $50 and costs in one case and
judgment was suspended in the other
upon condition that he keep the peace
toward John Odam and William Snee-
den. the prosecuting witnedses and
all other citizens for a given period.

The Wilmington Sewerage Company
pleaded guilty to two counts of main-
taining a nuisance at KEleventh and
Market streets and judgment was sus-

Sheriff Stedman With B. & L. | Greensboro; J. A. Hartness, States-
At a meeting of the directors of the [ville; J. A. Brown, Whiteville; E. E.
| North Caroltoa Home Building Associ-|Hilliard, Scotland Neck; J. J. Rogers, |
«ill offer - ation “'Bf_"m“-" nftm:uu(m at ':_ '_"“T'N‘k.'-}{inston: W. 8. O'B. Robinson, Golds- |

wer  Sheriff Frack H Stedman in view |boro; W. C. Douglass, Raleigh; Geo.
be open door of hope 0 the Wiy  of his contempiated removal '

«ard youth of North Carolina, tltr'?;f;tm‘tl’:' in itho near fullurv. '..-Inrhrﬂ_l Rockingham; C.

stors had better knock right un- | s resignadion as secreiary and treas | der.
.;fisuﬁ- _..::—m..n of the Sta:c are | ¥ of ”"'.‘“"‘_‘i-"m““ and {he -*'4!1!!"! Of the 97 counties in the Siaie elev-|

. | was accepted with expressions of re-|en have dispensaries and nineteen|
Jbout twenty yYoars ahead of the men, gret. MY S.ledman hn.\;mg' been one have saloons. All the others are un-
wnd we ongh* to do our best to cateh of the u'm's';m: apirits in tho argaal-|der local prohibition, with anti-jug
wp with the procession, zation of the assocfation and baving|laws applying to forty-seven, prohibi-

————— -““7”-*"“‘;“‘::11 m“’-‘_;léi:»:t'-?l as sv:):rc- iting liguor being shipped from other
e 3 lary a surer s egun bus-| counties .

‘ Senator Tiiman had the ol | s in Jooe' Mr. Jus. TT. Tayor, Jr. ountie in: them B |
Senate mad the other day a-nd Was | os unanimously elected (o succeed |Fire Early Yesterday Morning. ‘
terribly hurt when they didn't seem gSperiff Stedman and the office will The alarm of fire from box 19 at
0 appreciate his effort to be wganny.” | remain at the Court House. Mr. Tay- 4.30 o'clock yesterday morning was
He apologized and declared that he | lor has bLeen nmot{ialed with Sheriff |on gccount of sparks from a fireplace
would never again t to . be funny ' man for six_ years and is thor- at 709 Handver street, owned by W.
| r n iry ‘| oughly couversant with the duties of | H. Moore, colored, and occupied by
The fact is there is an irreconcila | (he office. His election will give emi-| Nancy Woodcock. The damage was
ble difference between Tillman and | nent satisfaction to the shareholders. about $50.

the other Senators as to what consti- ,
tutes real fan. To skin another hj NEW ADVETIBEMENTS,
" QClerk Superior Court—Notice 1o
D.

in a few days when the noble wom-
|

en of North Carolina go to Raleigh
the to o=tan

nstitution .which

lz hedalf of moveoat
lish an
Aulan-

W. Mitchell,

w hole

['Navahoe Went Aground.
Navahoe, while

ator is fun for Tillman, but not

for the fellow who has to furnish-the | Jurors Withesses.

skin. The cornSeld lawyers. mes:| L. ‘Gore Co~P. & M. Powlers
Business

and
butt of the E Warren & Soa—S mmed  Milk!
s K j”’ o e e R ;
: .-:.—r".‘h. "4 -
o e A
Sl

.:' ] f " ‘ -..I.‘

alry parsifiage by the

L

» Fay-|W. Watts, Durham: W»l. Everett, ofror larceny,

pended upon paying the costs, it hav-
ing appeared to the court that the
nuisance has since been abated.

Arthur ' Bland, colored,
from the Mayor's Court the same day
was defended by C. C.
Loughlin,  Esq.,
guilty by the jury.

Entries in other cases were as fol-
lows: Callie Smith, bawdy house,
continued on physician’'s certificate as
to defendant's health; Fred Filyaw,
ascault with. deadly weapon and car-
rying concealed weapon, continued
for witnesses: Donna Roderick and
Caledonia Roderick, nuisances, nol
pros with leave; Ada Robinson, nui-
sance, nol pros with leave; John
Montgomery, larceny, capias; Thos.
Little, assault with deadly weapgn,
capias; Walter Guion, larceny, con-
tinued for defendant under former
bond: Amby Carter, non-support,
same bond for April term; Walter
Holland, abandonment and non-sup-
port, bond to next term; T. L. Ruth,
back costs, defendant given time.

A&nl:ne bill was. again

iwhich the Navy ofsihe couniry helds

~ebon—it twe State ptrison for

The case is set for,
|trial on Wednesday of the first week

chor Here on Recruiting Duty.
Handsome Craft Did Signal
Service in Cuban Waters.

The United States Guaboat: Wasp in
command of Chief Boatswain J. L.
Crogham, United States Navy, arrived
in port early yesterday afternoon and
dropped anchor off Queen street. She
comes fnom Beaufort on 1‘ecruitidg,
duty and her arrival was awited
with pleasure by 2 number who have
becoma interested in the inducements

out to young men.

_ Tha Wasp is the cconverted yacht
“Columbia” whig—-h was purchased by
the gpvernment in 1898 from Mr. La.
dew 4t a cost of $94,000 and which
was used gy effectively in the attack
ion the defenses in Nipe Bay, Cuba,!
Juring the late Spanish-American war.
She is a vessel of over G600 toms dis-
placement and carries armament suit-
able to her size. With other boats
of her size the Wasp in Nipe Bay dur-
ing the late war engaged and destroy-|
ed the Spanish Gunboat Jorge J-ua.-—n.|
She also rendered splendid service ia
the attack on Cabanass, Cuba, and
again during the blockade of Ponce

Puerto Rico. She has lately covered
the upper waters of the Chesapeake
on recrufting duty and after visiting
the North Carolina sounds on similar
service will navigate all the rivers on
the Atlantic and GulH coasts.

Boats will leave the foot of Market
strest every odd hour for the accom-
modation of those desiring to look
cver thée ground pricr to enlisting
This boat service will begin at 9:00
A. M. and terminate at 5:00 P. M.
The recruiting will be carried on
aboard the® Wasp when she lies at an-
chor. Visitors are also being received
on the ship.

PYRITES IN BRUNSWICK.

Scuthport Colored Man Has Made Im-
poriant Discovery on Lands.

Thiz week's issue of the Southport
Herald says:

“A good depcsit of iron pyritdp has
been discovered oa the land of R. M.
Smith which is situated near Taown
Creek. The deposit was aceidentally
discovered by Smith while digging on
his land abeut two weeks ago ani
was foumd about eight feet below the
surface. B
 Cdgmith had the sampleé sent to the
State chemist and in a letter received
from the department it is learnzied that
the sample sent is a fair specimen of
genuine iron pyrites. These pyrites
are chiefly used in the manufacture of
fertilizers, the pyrites being convert-
od into sulphuric acid of which large
auantities are used.

“If the ore is found in large quanti-
ties a3 seems probable, Smith, who
is one of Southport’s colored cisizens,
has a small fortune in his hands. He
has already had an offer from the
Navassa Guano Co., for the property.
The land lon which the pyrities is
found is an island surrounded by rice
fields.”

WHITE CONVICT SHOT.

Attempted to Escape from County
Chaingang at Castle Haynes.

John Casey, a white convict, sen-
tenced a few days ago from the May-
or's Court on 2 charge of vagrancy,
to 920 dayvs, was shot twice in the
loin by Foreman Lan Lockey at the
county conviet camp at (Castle Hayvnes

ed out to work with the other pris-
oners vesterday morning, and was at
work in the quarry when he made a
dash for liberty under cover of the
rock crusher on the premises. Tore-
man Lockey fired at him down a gul-
ley, both balls from his pistol taking
effect in the loin. He was at once
removed to the hospital in “this city,
where it is stated that the wounds
will not be serious. One of the balls
has been located and taken out by
Dr. MecMillan, the county physician,
while the other ranged downward into
the hip and will be extracted today.
Casey attempted to 'ead no revolt
of the prisoners, as was erroneously
reported on the streets here yester-
day. . !

A MISSION FEATURE.

glnteresting illustrated Lecturgs at the
sent over!

and was found not|rian church, will deliver in the lec-

First Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Cameron Johnson, a returned
missionary of the Southern Presbyte-

ture room of the First Presbyterian
church at 8 P. M. on Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday a series of inter-
esting and attractively illustrated lec-
tures.

The lectures will relate to the home
life of the Chinese, Japanesesand Co-
reans and will be illustrated by pic-
tures taken by Mr. Johnson in his

travels among these interesting peo-|this State we

ple. It has cost some thousands of
dollars to secure these pictures and
the apparatus is the.best of its kind.
Mr. Johnson is a very teresting
Bpeakez', the lectures intensely inter-
esting, and are delivered for the plea-
sure and information of his hearers.

Everyone .is most cordially invited to(there is a well defined demand 1}0"

attend.

o -

i ference.

commerce.

carly vesterday morning. Casey turn-

SO T Tl e
at 3, 3: D, 4 1 _?_4;30 P. M.
3 n% children to- Winter Park. 1w |

——

TENDENCY DEPLORED
i -

Gunboat of United States Navy at An-|§eneral Public Attitude 'fowarli

State - Corporations is-
Unreasonable.

L4

il

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Reduction of Passenger Fares is Dis-
approved—Service is What is
Wanted—Largely Attended and

Representative Meeting.

-~

The tendency of the times, both
State and National, toward the gen-
eral oppression of corporations by
dractic legislation, by unnecessary and

'vnreasonable requirements of them as

public servants, placing them forevei
on the defensive with no time to“at
tend” to legitimate a.fairs, received a
merited rebuke at a special meeting
of the Chamber of Conimerce.yester-
day afternoon, called for the purpose
of considering pending railway legis-
lation before the North Carolina Gen-
eral ‘Assembly, especially. as it apper:
tains to the reduction of ' passenger
rates in this State. The atténaanée
was unusually large and representa-
tive, and the sentiment as expressed
above was signally unanimous. The
sense of the meeting was admirably
expressed in the following preamble .
and resolution, drafted by President

|Taylor, and after a thorough discus-

sion, adopted without a dissenting
voice, viz: ¥

“The conditions affecting transpor-
tation the country over aye such as
to demand the most careful consid-
eration on the part of the publie, and
impose the obligation of moderation
and discretion in governmental inter-
The maxim that the best
government is the government least
felt applies alike to persons and to
Both are subject to re-
straint, but the largest amount of in-

'dividual liberty consistent with the

public good is 2 condition that pro-
duces the most wholesome results, am+i
this is the chief end of government.
The congested condition of traffic re-
sulting in marked inadegquate serviee
on the part of public carriers. has-been
met with a public protest which
threatens to result in the adoption. of
very drastic measures; €0 -much 80

ithat it-is an open gquestion.if the vem. -

edies proposed are not. really .more
detrimental than the evils complained

of. The steady and rapid growth in

population, accompanied by an aec-

quisition of wealth without a parallel
in the world’s history, has resulted in
an expansion of business of such

enormous proportions as to render

utterly inadequate physical means of”
trangportation, so that the railroads

of the country are confronted with &
problem that no amount of human
foresight could have adequately pro-

vided for. Their resources will be
taxed for a number of years for pro-

viding physical betterments to. meet

the demand. imposed by present con-
ditions, without taking into accouni

the steady and certain growth of
these demands. To meet the situa-
tion every ¥nancial expedient must be

employed, and income hyspothecated

for vears in advance. Operating ex-

penses have shown a steady increase,

which is 4 further handicap to physi-

cal betterments, while charges for

public service have only shown =2
small increase in one department, and

no inerease at all in another, viz:

freight and passenger servige.

“Jt must be clear from the forego-
ing that the demand of the country is
for better service, and that better ser-
vice can only come through a sub-
stantial enlargement  of physical
equipment, and that guch betterment
can be procured only through vast fi-
nancial expenditures. Qbviously, re-
lief cannot be granted if revenues are
cut off, and the ability of public ser-
vice corporations 1o market their se-
curities advantageously is in direct
relation to their earning power. Thus.
to reduce rates under such conditions
would at once curtail current income,
and render it impossible to markpt
further issues of securities, except
at smaller figures, and perhaps pre-

ivent entirely flotations. . The situa-

tion as here stated applies to the coun-
try at large, while the conditions " in

|the South are even more -aggravated.

The population in this section of the -
country is relatively sparse, while the
volume- of business is also smaller
than the more populous sections.
Therefore, it would be manifestly un-
just to expect or demand as low rates
for this section' of the country as ob-
tain in other sections under subs
tially dissimilar conditions. That the
Pennsylvania railroad has seen fit
voluntarily to reduce its passenger
fare to 2c¢c per mile in a restricted
area is no justification for the same,
or approximate rate in this State. The
present passenger fare charges in
do not believe are ex-
cegsive under existing conditions,
while the passenger service is admit-
tedly inadequate, and. in our’ judg-
meat it will not .bei-fpossibl,e.,t(} bgrtgr
passenger- service 'if passenger iares
are reduced. We know of no popular
demand fof a reduction in fares, but

better service. In -view of the

going, it.is the semse of ihis Cham
there is “n0 :




