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GOING BEHIND THE RETURNS.
The "WHote Presidential guestion
rests upon ‘this pivot—whether the
Commissien: has the legal right to go
behind: the’ deeisions of the Return—
ing Boarde ? “Tf the Comthission de-
cides to go behind the returns, then
either Florida and Jiouisiana will be
given toMxJ! Tilden, or they will be
thrown ott, and the number of votes
in the electoral college having been
thus diminished, less than 185 will
clect, and, consequently, Mr. Tilden
will be declared elected. If, how-'
ever, the COmmmsmn ‘should resolve.
not to go ‘behind the returns, then it
appears to us /that the one vote of
Oregon will “be nfeceasanly given to
Mr. T'Iden, and he will then have 185
votes, the. nuuﬂner neeessary to an
clection in a complete colloge.

That the Republlcan hne of st._l.ank
or defence, whichever it may beeon-
sidered, ‘is 48 indicated above, is ap—
parent from the speeches of Mr.
Matthews, Mr. Stonghton, and, espe-
cially, of Mri Evarts. = They  all as-
sume that the sct.'lon of the Return-
ing Boards i i ﬁn,a'l and that neither
Lhe Conereu ROt the Electoral Com-
mission have ady right er warrant of:
law to investigate or distarb the said
action. The Dumocrats, of course,
repudiate-and oppose vigorously. any
such statement of law or assumption:
of finality. - Mt Field, Mr. Tueker,’
and Mr. O’Conor ‘made very able ar-
gumen.ujm 39 m of such a,
position, an malsl.ed that the certifi—
cates sent up did not deprive them. of

the right to inguire into the grounads|,

upon which hé refarne! were based,’
and that it was competent to oﬂ"ar

evidence of illegality andimnd. h
Bat Mr. - Stoughton thought very
differently.’“ Here ‘s hia" 'pontm ai
defined by hlmge!f -~ N
“The statute.of Florida ereated a Re-
turning Board, baving capacity to certi

thé number of votés cast ‘for electors, an
to certify wbo‘wen al

Board perf ver mista-
ken, however c]on ed efror, however,
(if you please) tai fraud, a.nﬂ
ascertain and did ;ow

g
for. particular seis o! eleetm h.:{
‘cast, and did certify and declare who wera
the persons who were elected electors, that -
ends all inquiry here.”

Mr. Evarts argued from the same.

stand-point, insisting as to vhe abso-
lute fivality ~of the 'certificates, and

r that the Ldmmmmﬂ '¢ould not 'go
" behind those qerixﬁcat,ea L0 uncover

or ferret out amy raseality or fraud.
The Herald, in an excellent article
‘upon “The Republican Ground Be-
fore the Electoral Commission,” in
commentiog upon the position taken
by the counsel for the Returning |
Boards, ‘thus ‘tersely and traly ex-
presses the sentjment of eyery honest
and {sir minded man in.America:

“Whether the legal pointbe well taken

3:};1% it 18 abhorent to every ides of i‘“‘
It remarks ﬁartbpr fods s 15

¢ Wheoso ablea lawyer. os Mz, Evarts:

is driven, by the, cies,of a desperais

case, to coatend, in the face of, the cofin-

try, that a Biale certificate ‘¢an override ‘&

—plain prohibition of the Constitution of the

bmud States, and that an Eilectoral Col-

g1 consisling € Q! F office-
ers, may cast 1 votes of &
State, shielded b sﬁute

scrutinv, the l!e‘#ll'l get a bad i
sion of the cn?:: which requires such

perate advocacy.” -

We miay!iddd, it tbiesommlbiien:

should decide for Mr. Evarts and'his
able mampf’q;, will itbe pdﬂilhle'for
the righthinking portiog of the peo-
ple—those who are actuated by prin:

m and if that {

'_ and. gemmon honesty of the nation
: I*y deciding that a fraud is as good’

as the trath merely because it comee
wrapped in the forms of law.

We will briefly summarize some of
the reasons why the Commission will
be constrained, as we believe, to de-
cide to go behind the returns:

& court composed exclusively of Re-
publicans, decided against the action
of the Returning Board. The Com-
mission will consider this point. They
cannot afford to be more partisam
thaa the Supreme Court of Florida,
and to ignore the action of that body.

2. The Commission has the power
given them to go behind the returns.

| The Heraild states this point thus:

“But both Houses have made an une
quivocal assertion of their right to go be-
hind the certificates b’l& ting commit-
1ées of investigation to take lestimony inall
the disputed States. It would be more
than e, it wounld be pre erous, for
Onngrean to order such lnvesugnlona if the
mere certificates are binding and it has no
aunthority-to question their validity. Con-

in reted its own powers and deci-
g::- Lgrllt’l(r Evarts in advance by ap—

pointing those committees of imvestigation,
and ithas explicitly transferred'to the Com-
mission whatever powers on this subject it
possessed itself.”

3. The course of Congrm in the
past offers good grounds to justify
the Commission in going behind the
certificates. The Republicans have
more than once assumed and exer-
cised the same power whenthey had
a majority in both branches of Con-
gress. Then they said that the ob-
Jection of either House was sufficient
to throw out the returns from any
State. Arkausas is a case in point.
In 1873 the returns from this State
'were thrown out by a Radioal Con-
gress, and that, too, withoat any solid
grounds for doing so. The returns
‘were Tejected because the State sesl
was lagking. The fact was, thd law
of Arkansas did not require the ‘use
of a seal, and so the certificate was
perfectly regular. '

When Mr. Lincoln was elected to
his second term, the same thing oc-
oumd as to the votes of seversal
States. The Congress threw oat the
votes of . Lounisiana, and two or three
other States. ' It went behind the re-
tarns to do this. Why not do the
same thing now? If valid then, why
not valid now? .

4. The Joint *Commission itself
adopted a rule, marked fifth, that
' would indicate that 1t pur to go
bebind the certificates. The rule pro-
videa

&:iutmm for process to compel the
tttan ce of witnesses or the procuring of
written or documentary testimony may be
made by counsel on either side, and all
process zhall be served and executed by
the l['arahal of the Commianion or his dep-
uties.”

5. Al lawyers know that the Su-
préme Court of the United States has
time and again decided that the
rulings of the State Courts muss be
regarded as final and conclusive in all’
cases arising under their own Consti-
tutions and laws. In Florida, the
Supreme Court, composed exclasive-
Iy of Republicans, bas decided asto
the 1mgulanty and illegslity of the
action of the Returning Board. That
decision, acoording to the highest le-
gal tribunal of the United States,
must be accepted as final and con-
elasive,

—

We cannot pursue the topie far-
ther now. Our space is up. The
country believes that the existing
laws gwe every facility necessary for
determining whethei’the Hayes elec-
tors were legaily and  fairly elécted
it the State of Florida. They be-
ligve that hbneety, jmiﬂe, faimess,
right demend that this great gues-
tion shall be properly, thoronghiy,
bonestly inquired into. It is only by
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THE USURY lll':l- A I.Aw.
The Usary Bill, of which we gave

an_analysis soep after it passed the
Senate, yesterday passed thg House
on its third and fimal reading by s
vote of 57 ayes, 38 ‘niys. 'There
were twenty—five members who did
not vote., The Jaw ‘now is six per
cent. interest; or eight per cent. by
apwal contract. If more than this
is charged the lender forfeits the in-

been paid, the borrower may bring

an action within twelve months and

terest. This law  places all on an
equal footing—banks and private ia«
dividuals.

COTTON.
The New York F!hanaal Chroni-

For several years the supply of cot-
ton and cotton fabrics has been great-
er than the demand. Hence, prices
have been ruinously low. But the
turn has come at last, and now the
cotton of “the great staple is
larger than the production. The
same may be said of cotton goods.
We are glad to see sach an an—
nouncement. We have long insisted
that, although cotton was no longer,
king, the South had it in-its pow-
er to enthrone 1t againi This would
depend upon the wisdom of the cot—
ton planters. If they raised more

‘oonsumption than was required for |
the world’s consumption, or indéed ss |

much as ‘wss reqaired, ‘then it was
certain that the great staple wonld

be profitable: Tbc me ﬂﬁmn-
tcle says:

the fact that, during th W

years, tw v n months’ producttion of
our mills gone intoaetal comsmmption
or expo. so t.hnl;in Augnlt. 1876, there

were 8 W held
by producers, jobben and retail houses, in
the aggregnte,thu thieré wete 'two yeéars
before by atleastthree momths’ produection..
They had gone out iof ket and were in-
vilible to the trade, y bad been dis-
tributed to actual constmers and by export.
We then indicated the incressed and in-
créasing demand for cotton fabrics, snd
the advancing prices, which: are/ now clear-

lewhf produou: in %ﬂghn impnr

su of goods as went into oompﬁan
3132:? io either of the m:*‘!&u—lor

1875-6.

*“The colton growmg undmttq;
interests.are never apart. They
of late have been on the rising grade, a

a long descent, which carried cotton 'lowur
in eurrency than its priee im the ave-
rn;eotl.hmymn fore the wa, ud
cotton 2 to 4 cents per ponnd

than the lowest at the same Iow
prices always extend wmmpmm This
is especially true of cettonyand isproduced
for eotton fooda. but also by en

uses, permitting its substitution for o
materials, as we showed, in our articlé of
Eepumber 30, had boendom in !hoUnltbd
States in the past seaso

facts, then,2we hue to de.l in d
the auﬂchncy of our resent oottonlu

“Assuming our
the Egyptian mpmgo iau. and

thnt the supply to Europe from Indll. ﬂtl

Iinb less: than last yesr—{this

hst item being prohlematical a8 we neyer

infiae "‘3’&1"3“;31‘03&%‘.;““2’5..

uence of price T
the supply of the season 419,000 balés, ¢oin-

EE iy e S

e n Europe, on

mg whari. Ttmrl;e is beligved to be

rate the loss would unonnt wleo-.ooo
of 450 pounds each;eall it BL.M bales. /.
“.A.sa said,  the, su
R 00 Tt toss then 1010
on 'tlie‘tmp n:aih m &“1
ence in weights raisey’ MW m
beles.” i Jroefiv Al

grown'in the United Stites since the’
war fetéhed :more: nonqun-hy some
dlghh millionsd of qpnm—- thsn the
st crop fetohed. ;
. 8o our theory is, if the Som.h will,
‘make povmore than 3,500,000 mas,
it will reseive more actual monay
than if ‘it made'5,000,000. ' The true

' Hever to'rafag more' than three and'a |
l#a.lf millions-hales, and devote all the.
gxtra lsbyr ¥nd expense tecésdary'to
‘make the excess of cotton—sthe mil- |
lior or milliop and a kelf bales addi- |
tional—to the caltivation of a diver-.
sty of grops, In other words, to

now devoted to cofton, and devote
‘the remaining third to]the raising

were done for a term ‘of years, we'
' are confident that cotton would av-
erage from" 80" 10 40 cents a pound
for a raw a:tmle

LET A SHEEP AND noal LAW BE
PASSED.

One of the most intelligent farm-— |
1@rs-in the coynty of New Hanover
Fwas in our office a week or so ago,
when he said he was beginning to
raise sheep on a larger scale, hoping
that a dog law would be passed and
the protection of sheep be secured,
but if the present Legislature ad-
journed without passing such a. very
necessary law, that he should dis—]
pose st once of what sheep he had,
and of eourse abandon the ides of
more éxtended sheep-raising.. What
fis trie of ‘this gentleman | wmie of
f thouskinds it North Caroling. - With~
out a/law 10 protest the shéep it is
simply imposeible ‘to  make nbu?-
raising profitable. g

Did men who beéome'! aandﬁm
before the people for the Legisl
eyer realty investigate the" mb‘jewa
sheep: raising—what - a, tremendons,
source of profit it is to any people’

| who, pursae it intelligently ?- Did

| they ‘ever really make ‘any calculs-’
“In September fust. We ulled attenﬂoa'o , :

tions as ‘to the immense oost.oftln
useless dogs of & Biate? We hava,
sot a dodbt ‘that thelluga of North |
Carolina i what, they consume and
déstroy; - cost’ enough snouslly. to
pay off one tenth of our State mdabt
edness. And yet men 'whe profeds:
to be gualified ss law.makers for the
people—a ‘most responsible ‘and. ku-
portant peaition surely—and 40 know |
what thié' people ‘need, and How'to
invent plansand devise means for the
material ‘and intellectual advance-’
ment of thewr constituents, fail to
anderstand or, dppreciate’ one of the
most important ‘méasures they conld
possibly adopt. A dog law would bé |
a great' and positive blessing, and
would “save annually' hundreds. of |
thousands of dolars to the people of |
North Carolina. We “will gvre you
some faots presently. .

ﬂ Why-have not. legislators consid- |

ered this important’ subject beforq,
and 'ptovided such enactments ot
were necesasry to proniote and stim-
ulate - the- raising. of sheep? . Havs |
they been ignotant of the vast advah- |

vestment? Are. they moral opwaras
or ‘mere shams and demagogues?
It they

liness, .and indepeadence - 10 ‘dare.do
| right. " 'If they are really qualified to’
.| legislate for. the good of a State of
more'than one’ million ‘oneg’ htu‘ufm&
{ thonsand . people, they ‘ought to. un—:

: ﬂemand the great value”of’ *thep‘

Afur ;:;ahng iuue estimsates not

There oughtnot to be any diﬂiouhy
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iR iré!’l‘

m | 3. The valug of the shqap tbs[ ac-
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cultivate only -two-thisds of the area | [ of Senator Troy.ia xeference to an

of cereals, root. ordp_g‘} &e. If "th_iis !

| speech referred: to, be indalged. the

tsges arising from this ‘mode of m-:

are fit -to 1epresent intelli- |
gentpeople;: hheybughcﬁohuvbmah- ;
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Lhat wonld'iFise frdm tHe tdx. ' IF &l

be' mdde to pay‘ fof! the &bir laxury.
‘In’ eat;ma
Questlbn, weé must consider: '

b o “e Valus of wide spread sheep- |
m’lmn 2. }iie that-of Ohio, for mahnoe.
North Caxolma i.q ndminbly ads ted
Ho paat.nrnge and E raiuing era

is scarcely a ooun_y hat is 6t spe—'
qlally adapted foif. -,

2. The cost of dogs in feedmg them.

tﬂ!m; hlh

[ apon the Teptessing
. gether' ‘preventing suceessiul ' sheep-

huat. de * them nnul‘ IPOEQI‘ dsy

Fi sﬂan-m LETYRR/
We pring withipleasure, the latt.era

Agricnltural Department for . our,
‘State. The letter was not really in-
tended for publieation; batit so fully
{ éxplains the poinst in gmestion ithai
e think,is ought, ta appear. _

. Senator Troy shows that we waere-
led into an error; and, with eggal
| elearness, we think, nhows that our
mistake was 3 yery, natnral _one, on
{ sccount of . the peculiar shape in
which the bills were presented,

We ate heartlly glad to find that
the Legislature will meet the de-
mands of the people on,this unport-
ant guestion, : .

SOUND DOOTRINRK.
‘Hon. Hesry:; Watterson  made &

nry sensible and, effective apoenh on
the Eléotoral Gommissidn. /He isthe |

Journdl: whieh, under bis manage:
ment, is one of the;bess papers in the:
United Seatesi Lot Mr:i Watterson’s|

t follawing: au-un:t.ht. it iwell cslou—.
.laladtodogwd:.; % iy yd slid
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1 1108 Yig) 'hxtm!!-w:ins -_
Mri' Jumes ‘Madisoni ‘Wells, whe'
{ csrried Lpuisisos in his pookety i.ﬁf
the following propesition: '« "m0
*‘For oné million:dollars the vote of w

H be secured to Tild: d Hen—
da:i%nkie‘%he oraxd o qn'be u:m

by ﬁehér‘sndt::mm” g Ao who may
m 0 e

tn:‘:l- such Tesult] ntﬁbe mr;j'n’
elmmqr&mmbwd!mnmdtﬁ»
reach what we want, the de#.! g
a.greednpoh the Wioney to be phid e

' s¥eér> whomdid shis unprineipled
fellow dast/ the: eight vetés P~ For
| Rutherford -B. Hayes, is:the response..
Andiyet heid the rasoal who is the'|
recipient of Jobn Sherman’s eulogy,
and 'has the confidench of his' party.:
As Sherman'iv a represstitative man of
| his patty dw thes; MNorth; wo lLis friend’

I thon'if 'he offy/only rést his weary ear-
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Mz, Wm. T, Hill;, of this place,, was;
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.bead and. instantly
aul was found broken epep, ;mi.qanbbeﬂ
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