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RIDAY, - - - annuu‘w?

That's what it-was all last weel_:,
while the autocratic Reed and his
fellow conspirators were playing’
their desperate game for power;
that’s what it is now, and that’s what
it will continue to be while one man
with the party whip sits supreme and
rules the House at his will. :
people do not rebuke this they will
| be holding their liberty very cheap.

RISING IN PHILADELPHIA.

The News, a Republican paper,
published in Philadelphia, in refuta-
tion, as it claims, of the assertions of
Senators Morgan and Butler that the
negro is “incapable of improvement
and can never become a valuable cit-
izen,” remarks that there might be
cited “numerous—hundreds of ex-
amples”—in that city to the contra-
The News puts up a figure of
straw to knock it down.
Morgan and Senator Butler never
have assérted that the negro is “in-
improvement.”
have simply asserted what Mr. In-
galls and other Republicans assert,
and what the Republican party as-
serts in practice, that the negro is
not qualified to hold the reins of
government, and to cope with the
march of
be so many
capable colored men in the city of
Philadelphia as the News would
have us believe, why are not some of
them placed in responsible represen-
tative or other positions by the domi-
nant Republicans of that city with
whom they so solidly and steadfastly
Thus recognizing their capa-
bility and worthiness to hold office
why ignore them? Is it
‘their skins are too dark to stand the
test and meet the requirements for a
It must be that
conceding capability and worthiness
no other reason can be given.

As proof that they are coming,
however, it quotes from a paper pub-
lished by a colored man an article
“Tell 'em we are

which runs thus:

“Tell 'em we are Rising.”
the columns of this paper have never
swerved from the advocacy of Republi-
can principles, we have been a chronic
protestant against the reluctance of the
local leaders to recognize the political
work of colored men. R
acknowledge that in the next political
year we may expect better representa-
The local government will be in-
fluenced to some extent by eolored men.

Con R. Hubert
Council from the Fifth ward. Mr. Hu-
bert has been an aggressive worker in
his ward. He has spent money and time
in past contests leading farlorn hopes
the negro’s ability to
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"ONE MAN POWER.

Thé more the autocratic action of
Speaker Reed in the contest between
the majority and the minority in the
House of Representatives last week
is considered the more 'serious and
outrageous it becomes.
ough illustration of the one-man
power it exceeds anything ever at-
tempted by any other man occupying
the seat he occupies, or by any other
officer of the Government in time of
peace. Andrew Johnsonwascharged
while President with an attempt to
constitute himself a one-man power,
the representatives of the party to
which he belonged and of which Mr.
Reed is now a leading light, brought.

“articles of impeachment against him
and he escaped by the skin of.his

fhemer. Givecion s well ne.Tll
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For a thor-

capable of

That Mr. Reed should arrogate to
- himself dictatorial power and assume
Lin defence of this procedure to in-
" terpret the constitution to suit him- |
. self, and differently from any other-
! pretation ever before given since its
adoption, in direct contradiction of a
former interpretation by himself in
1875, and in defiance of protests and
appeals, proceed to exercise this dic-
 tatorial power, is more than a mat-
ter of mere partisan bearing, more
than a matter in which the majority
or minority of that House, or the
Republican party, or the Democratic
party is interested, it is something in
‘which the whole people of this coun-
try, regardless of party, are interest-
ed, foritisa fearful and a danger-
ous power when one man can by his
sovereign will say what character of
legislation shall be enacted and what
not, what bill shall pass or not pass,

nomination?

We must now
become a law or not, who shall

~ occupy seats as representatives and
who shall not, for all these and more
are the logical sequents of this con-
Spirator's autocratic assumptions.
under the Constitutionm of
United States he has the right and
power to do what he claims, then is
‘he the one-man power in this gov-
greater| than Congress,
greater than the éxecutive, greater
than the judiciary. .

Why do we say this? Becausethe
man who with iron will can with abso- {
lute power rule the House of Repre-
sentatives is greater than a king.' He
absolutely holds -the Government in
his hands, and can clog its wheels at
pleasure or stop them altagether.
Nothing like this is probable} or to
be feared, it may be said. No, we
don’t suppose it is.
ican people are a great deal more un-
manned and degenerate than they
have yet become the life of a man
who attempted that would be a bad

, tisk for an insurance company; but
still it is possible and prudent people
guard not only against the probable
but the possible disaster. If he can
interpret one article in the Constitu-
tion to suit himself he can interpret
all, and he can so interpret as to nul-

to Common

and demonstratin
stick. Stephen
bered by our readers, and
by those in the Seventh ward, from his
He will go to Coun-
venth ward as a fit re-
presentative of the intelligenee and
ability of the rising colored youth,

Mr. Perry, the able colored gen-
tleman who so exultingly exclaims
and proclaims “Tell 'em we are ris-
ing" starts out by telling his loyal
white brethren in the good Republi-
can city of Brotherly Love, that
true dyed
Republican from wayback,
he has been a
tant against the reluctancel of the
local bodies to recognize the politi-
cal work of colored men,”
.this protesting against the failure to
recognize them was in the good city
of Philadelphia, where, the NVews in-
forms us, there arg “hundreds” of ca-
pable, good colored citizens,
is this thus? Why this ignoring’of
capable men by a party which don't
believe in drawing the color line?
‘This is a puzzle harder to solve than
the race problem. The only way we
can account for it i# an the ground
that there must be some sneaking
race prejudice among the good Re-
publicans of that city, which is a
rather hard thing to think about
them. But if any of this sneaking
race prejudice does unhappily exist
in that presumably colorless burg
it is vanishing, vanishing slowly, it
is true, but nevertheless vanishing;
The toad is not re--
He moves

cils from the

Until the Amer-

Congress is the law making power
of this Government, the greatest of
all because it is supposed to speak’
for the people, to represent the peo-
ple, to act for the people and, as the
duly accredited agents of the peoples
to pass laws governing the people
as citizens of the Republic.
source of power, greater than the
" executive which only administers the
laws it enacts, or the judiciary which
only interprets the laws when their
meaning may be in doubt. By vir-
tue of its authority war is declared,
armies equipped and supported in
the field, navies put upon the high
seas, peace decldred, and the moneys
raised and appropriated by which
the Govern mental machinery is kept
Tunning in war and in peace. This
is the migilty branch of the Govern-
ment which Speaker Reed assumes
the power to control by his ipse dixit,
and which he has, backed by his fel-
low conspirators, controlled with ab- [
solute sway for the past week.
If Mr. Reed’s assumption be cor-
rect that he can declare a majority
present when the roll call does not
show a majority present, then that
clause of the Constitution which says
that a majority shall constitute. a
quorum for the trasaction of business,
and that a majority of the quorum
shall bg necessary to carry a measure,
is absurd, for if he can count a quo-
rum when he pleases, regardless of
the record, and count those present
and not voting as present in law, as
' well as in person, and can thus with
a manufactured quorum declare a
. measure carried by less than a majo-
rity of a constitutional quorum, he
might in contingences, if all the bal-
ance of the members saw’ fit not to
vote, declare ameasure carried which
received only one vote.
rarely knocks the majority | requisite
of the constituton into flinders, utterly
destroys it, reduces the
ty to & practical nonentity (save
for the purpose of making upﬂ
~ the fictitious quorum) makes the par- |

tisan Speaker and his pals'l‘ ahsomtp,'

‘and the House of Representativesinot,

a House of Representatives in the

slow but sure,
markable for speed.
‘rather with deliberation and caution,
thinks before he hops and then does
it methodically. When he jumps he
jumps with a view to landing on the
earth, and not to staying up in the
air, and consequently he comes back
to earth aceording to calculation.
That’s the reason why he moves
with such deliberation, and goes
slow. He does not travel at the
rate of 1,000 miles a day, but give
him _time, point him in the right
direction and he will get around the
world, although not as fast as Nellie
Bly or Miss Bisland did, if you give
him time enough and deep water
don’t come in the way. !

So after ever so much chronic
protesting, twenty-three years after
enfranchisement, in a Republican city
which claims a population of about |
800,000, where stacks of speeches
have been delivered asserting and
maintaining the political gquality
of colored men with all the other
men on the face of the earth, where
there are, according tp the News,
“numerous” capable colored men,
they are “rising,” going up “with a
mighty boest and bound, their polit-
ical work has been recognized, their
“sticking” capacity discovered, and
the grand result achieved over which
the colored brother exultingly ex-
ciaims, “Tell 'em we are - rising 1"
These colored Republican workers
actually to go into the towncouncil.
They are the “rising” statesmen of
the wards in which they live, and one
of them, by the way, this col-
ored brother tells us, has “spent
money and time in past contests in
leading forlorn hopes,” which fact

ey b
b AT "

He delibe-

-

in this instance seems somewhat'to |
have offset his colored ‘skin. The

man who “spends his money in lead-
ing forlorn hopes” has presumably a
good claim on the Republican party
for ward recognition, especially if
there happen to be a good many
negroes in that ward.

The colored editor quoted by the
News tells us further as an evidence
that they are “rising,” that two col-
ored men have been put on “city
committees,” that is party commit-
tees, and remarks that “these selec-
tions will do much to prevent the

threatened growth of a colored Dem- |

ocratic vote in this city,” which
shows the milk in the cocoanut, and

explains at once this sudden recogni-_

tion after twenty-three years of freez-
ing out, of a few colored men. It
was to “check the threatened growth
of a colored Democratic vote in this
city."” This accounts for the “rising.”
The white Republican bosses were
getting scared and decided that they
had better throw out a tub, though
a small one, to the colored whale,
which was threatening to flap its tail
around in the political waters and
stir things up some. Verily theyare
“rising,” and there is hope that within
the next thousand years, at this rate,
the colored brother will be fully re-
cognized as a compgnent part of the
Republican party,

The President has recognized the
claims of the colored people by ap-
pointing Blanche K. Bruce recorder
of deeds for the District of Colum-
bia, to succeed Trotter, black, re-
signed at the fgqu;st of the Presi-
dent, As Blancheis nat anly Blanche
in name but pretty blanch of skin,
being nearly white, this is not so
much a recognition of the negro
after all. It is a sort of a compro-
mise on the color line,

The protectipnists have driven
American ships from the high seas,
and now they are running to Con-
gress with hat in hand begging for
bonuses to build up more ships to
take the place of those they havede-
stroyed. What cheek!

ALLEGED ROBBERY.

Henry Stone of New York Loses $550
Which He Claims Was Stolen.

Mr. Henry Stone, of New York, made

complaint yesterday before Justice R.

H. Bunting that he had been robbed

Monday night last of $550; two hundred

dollars being in two checks for $100
each on banks in New York city, and
the remainder consisting of seven bank
bills of §50 each. A warrant was issued
for the arrest of & man named Gray, a
stranger who had been in the city
several days, and search warrants were
also issued, and the rooms occupied by
two white women, named Sadi Hamil-
ton and Lilly Johnson, living on South
Fourth street, were searched, but the
missing money was not found, Stong
alleged that he had the money on his
person, and was in company with Gray
and the women named at a dance in a
house on South Fourth street, Monday
night, and upon réturning to his lodg-
ings at Mr. Koch's restaurant, corner of
Second and Pringess streets, discovered
that he had been robbed. A witness
named Barney Snaa testified that Gray
made a Prqpqsition to him a week ago
to rob Stone; but there was no gther evi-
dence against the accused; the women
testifying that Gray did not put his
hands on Stone at any time during the
evening. ' The magistrate, after hearing
the evidence, dismissed the case, and
required the prosecutor to pay the costs,
Tl W ——
FEBRUARY WEATHER.

Forecasts as Published by the U. 8.
Hydrographic Bureau.
“Stormy weather will prevail off the
Atlantic coast of North America and
Europe, especially off the American
coast along the course of the Gulf
Stream, and over the Atlantic to the
northward of about 85° North' latitude,
Along the tgnagtlantic routes fresh to
strong gales, prificipally from the wesi:
ward, will b¢ encountered about gnee a
week. Northers will occur less frequent-
ly in the Gulf of' Mexico, but will be of
greater violence than earlier in the
season. The NE. Trades will begin to
extend further north. Icebergs and
field ice will be encountered off New-
foundland and over the Grand Banks,
possibly as far squih ag the 42d parallel,
between longitudes 43° and 53° W,
Little fog will be met with on the
Grand Banks.” '
T —

RAILROAD NOTES.

— Officials were busy yesterday at the
C. F. & Y. V. sheds receiving freight for
shipment to stations along the, line of
that read, '

— Railread men cannected with the A,
C. L. repart that the passenger travel is
about as usual at this season of the year,
while the freight traffic Is rather above
the average,

— With the W. O. & E. C. railroad
completed and in operation. we shall
have Business facilities for each cardinal
point of the compass—North, Sourh,
East and West.

— It is expected among railroad peo-
ple that before the present year has
passed away, through connection by
rail will be made with the West, via the

Cape Fear & Yadkin Valley railroad.
There remains now only about 80 miles

of road to be built to make the connec-,

tion complete, and surveyors have al-
ready determined on the line. It will
take but a short time to finish the con-
nection when wdrk is ance fairly begun.

The i’ulp!l. and tho Stage.

Rev. F. M. Shrout, Pastor “United
Brethren Church, Blue Mound, Kan,,
says: “I feel it my duty 10 tell what
wonders Dr. King's New Discovergahas
done for me. My Lungs were badly
diseased, and my parishioners thought
I could live only a few weeks, I took
five bottles of Dr. King's New Discovery
and am sound and well, gaining 20 1bs.
in weight,” .

Arthur Love, Manager Love's Funny
Folks Combination, writes: “After a
thorough trial and convincing evidence,
1 am confident Dr, King's New Dis-
covery for Consumption, beats ‘em all,
and cures when everything else fails.

thousand friends is to urge them to t
it” Free trial bottles at ROBERT R.
BeLLAMY'S Wholesale gnd Retail Drug
Store. Regular sizes 50c. and $1.00. +

The greatest kindness [ can do my many.

Criminal Court.

The Board of Commissioners of New

Hanover county met yesterday th regu-
lar session. All the members were pre-

sent, and Mr. H. A. Bdgg, Chairman,

presided. =

The County Treasurer submitted his
e on hand to the
credit of the general fund amounting to
$21,088.84, and a balance to the credit of

report, showing a bala

the educational fund amounting to $4,-
028.10. :

The Register of Deeds submitted a
report of marriage licenses fees received
during the month amounting to $15.20,

and exhibited the Treasurer’s receipt for

the same.

On motion, the petition of B, F. Tuc-
lington asking the remission of tax on
two dogs, listed through misunderstand-
ing, was laid on-the table, -

Reparts were received from the follow
ing magistrates: J. D. H. Klander, John
L. Cantwell, T. B. Harriss, W. M. Har-
riss. \

The following were drawn as jurors
for the March term of the Criminal
Court, viz: Amas Perry, S. H. Mintz,
F. W. Ortmann, J. H. Strauss, Aaron
Greenwald, J.” W. Dicksey, Sr., John
D. Southerland, T.- B. Harriss, John
T. Platt, William J. Smith, H.
W, Malloy, Ward W. King, F. A.
MeMillan, J. D. Mallard, C. C. Coving-
tan, Louis L. 'Sheridan, W, B, Berry,
W. G. Fowler, C, B, Mallet, Jno. H.
Thees, Coleman Twining, W, H. Pickett,
Wm. Herring, G. R. Smith, G. W. Fred-
erick, D. D. George, Jas. D. Smith, Jos.
J. Awwood, M. G. Chadwick, Jas. W.
Hodges, J. G. Craig, J. H. King, J. D,
Sellers, Jas. Bland, W. H. Turlington,
Geo. R. French.

T P———

A NEW WATER FILTER.

A New Water Filter on Trial Here for
which Encouraging Results are Promised.
Mr. W. W. Whidit, of Newburgh, N.
Y., is in the city with a filter that he has
invented. which, if it will accomplish all
that he claims far it, will be of incalcula-
ble value to the people of the South,
and especially to those who suffer for
the want of pure water.
bined Charcoal and Re-carbonizing Fil-
ter,” and with it the inventorclaims that
he can completely clarify and purify
common river water, so that it will be
perfectly ciear and healthy. A Star
reporter saw one of the filters in opera-
tion yesterday, when the ygfow dirty
water taken directly from fone of the
pipes of the city water works was made
to look as clear and taste as sweet
as any pure well water,

The process of purifying hy the use of
charcoal is old and well-known, and this
principle has been utilized in the filter,
with improvements by which the inven-

tor claims the contents of the filter may |

be thoroughly cleansed as often as may
be desirable, If this can be dane the
filter I8 invaluable, It is hoped that
those having the water works in charge
here will make a thorough test of its
powers, and if through its use, pure
water can be obtained it will be a great
blessing to our people,

T — D W— e e

Pender County Jurors,

The Boayd of County Commissioners
met at Burgaw yesterday. Present:
J. T, Foy, chairman; H. A. Bland and
A. C. Moore. The following is the lat
of Jurors drawn for the March term of
the Superior Court: T. E. King, R.E.
Garris, D. W. Mott, Frank Malpass,
J. L. Atkins. H. T. Corbett, W. B.
Player, J. G. Mahn, G..W. Thigpep,
K. F. Powers, E. S. Boney, C. W. Her-
ring, A. E. Burtan, G. W. Bonham,
Hardy Fenwucll, Danic] Futrell, |, B.
Davis, J. B. Scott, . L. Atkinson, Wiley
Moore, R. M. Croom, R. W. Rivenbark.
Jesse Hansley, W. C. Croom, Samuel
Newton, H, ], McMillan, J, B, Jolinsan,
Robt. Nixon, Danlel Murphy, G. W,
Murray, J. F. Lee, J. K. Sanders, A. ].
Moore, W. I. Flynn, R. S. Moore, J. T,
Player.

—_— - —
An @nsiew Opunty Bailor Lest,

The Newbern Fowrna/ publishes a
letter received by Judge A. S. Seymour,
(through the Collector of Customs at
New York,) from Port of Spain, Trini-
dad, as follows:

“The German bark, ‘Peulan” arrived
here from Wiiminq}qn' N, l% and her
captain repprts (o the Congulaje that on
the evening of the 24th of November
last, while in latitude 2740, longitude
69.40, the articled seaman, Gearge Mor-
ton, of Onslow county N, C, was found
missing on board,

The said seaman had been behaving
in a strange manner for some days pre-
vious, making it appear as if he was not
quite sound in his mind. and it is pre-
sumed that he must have fallen or
jumped overboard withgut anybody ne-
ticing i, 2

Georg: Morton having been an Ameri-
can citizen, 1 now beg to forward to you
his trunk and note its contents. There
are no wages due him, as he drew an ad-
;?nce when shipping at Wilmington,

T ét;unk is now, probably, with the
Collector of Customs at New York.

e et

The salary pf Mr, 8ol. Haas, of the
Richmond and Danville railroad system,
is said, by the Buffalo Comrser to be
$15,000 per year. And the Charles-
ton News and Courier says he “stands at
the head of his profession,” and that
“there is not a more accomplished and
brilliant railroad manager in the United
States." His salary Is coaclusiye proof
that he is a valuable man to his em-
ployers. The thermometer is away
down below the freezing point when un-
cle Solomon gets left,

The Postal Telegraph Co.

Mr. W. B. Scattergood, of Birming-
ham, Ala., arrived heére yesterday to
take charge as manager of the office of
the Postal Telegraph Company, and at
gnce entered upon his duties. Mr.
Harris, who was temporarily in charge
of the office, will return to Charleston,
S.C. The other employes of the com-
pany here are Mr. R. J. Mcllhenny,
operator; Mr. T. M. Turrentine, book-

keeper, and Mr. B. W. White, clerk.
———l A E——
The Tolegraph Line tvo Southport Will

Not be Beid,
The Board of Managers of the Pro-
duce Exchange, at their meeting held
yesterday, passed resolutions expressive
of their gratification at assurances which
had been received from the Signal- Bu-
reau at Washington, that the Govern-
ment telegraph line between Wilmington
and Southport will not be sold to private
parties, as had been intimated that it
waquld be some time agq,

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. |
Proseedings of Heguar Mosting of i
Board—Jurors for March Term of the

It is a “Com-4

SECRETARY TRACY’S HOME BURNED

IN W'AB__HINGTON.

His ‘Wife and Daugh ter and a Servant

Bmadmngnth-'l'h:u(}thmn‘nd-
= ly Injured, Including the
Becrotary—Heart-Rend-
* ing Boeenes.
By Telegraph to the Morning Star,

WASHINGTON, February 3.—A terri-
ble calamity visited the household of

whereby
three persons lost their lives, and three

Secretary Tracy this morni
others were badly injured.

It is impossible at this writing to
The house, a

state the exact details.
three-story and basemeut brick, is situ-

ated on 1 street, between Connecticut

Avenue and 17th street, and has recent-
ly uudergone extensive improvements,
Persons passing the house at 7 o'clock
this morning saw smoke issuing from
the front windows, and at once gave an
alarm of fire.
partments .responded promptly. The
premises were almost concealed by a
dense smoke, which was thickened by a
heavy fog which was just lifting. It was
soon discovered that the housc was all
ablaze inside, and that the main stair-
way was burnt, thus cutting off commu-
nication with the sleeping apartments
on the second and third floors. Several
streams of water were played on the

flames and every effort was made to 1

check the fire and to rescue the inmates.

A scene bf the wildest confusion en-
suad, whea it was known that all of the
members. 6f the family were in the
house. Thé firemen l:iehaved }lil;e hergm:
in the eny ,» and went through fire
and smo&?ﬁ?gmhi for them i the
different apartments. Mrs. Wilmerding,
the Secretary’s daughter, and Miss Wil-
merding forced their way through the
blinding smoke and jumped from a
second story window front, Ladders
were raised for them, but in their excite-
ment they failed to sce them. Mrs. Wil-
merding broke her left wrist and was
severely bruised. Her daughter was
badly injured about the lower limbs, but
broke no bones, They both suffered
severely from the shock. They were
taken at once to the residence of Dr.
uax:ler. near by, and restoratives ap-

Iie . e
P While this sad scene was being enact-
ed in front of the house, firemen were
engaged in the sad task of removing the
other members of the family from the
rear. Chief engineer Parrish forced his
way into Mrs. Tracy's bedroom and
found her lying on her bed overcame by
suffocation. He carried her to the win-
dow, and with the assistance of others
carried her almost lifeless body down
the ladder and up an alley to the house
of Mrs. Rhem, on 18th street. She was
then entirely uneonscious, and although
every eflort known té6 medical science
was used, it was impossihle to save her
life; she died within a few miuutes after
her rescue. She was not burned, but
died from suffocation. Her body was
removed to the residence of Attorney
General Miller. Almost at the same
time two more bodies were taken from
the burning building. One “was that
of the Secretary’'s daughter, Miss Marie,
and the other was one of the servants.
Bo(;h bodies were burned to g crisp,
and were unrecognizable by their
features. Miss Tracy's body was distin-
guished from the other only by the supe-
rior texture of what remained of her
stockings. The'charred remains were
taken 10 an undertaker's establishment
in the vicinity.

Secretary '{racy himself had a mast
miraculous escape and i§ naw lying
in g mmewhE precarious
tion at the residence of Hor. J. C. Ban-
croft Davis, on H street near Eighteenth
Street. Like all the others he was over-
come in his sleep by the smoke which

filled the house and rendered him com-

pletely helpless. He was discovered in
thjs éonditian, and with considerable

difficulty was removed to a place near
Cries for a ladder
was quickly answered, and many willing

one of the windows.

hands were raised. to assist him to the

ground, He wasat once removed to a
neighbors house and was soon surround-

ed )lr‘phyqlclan_'a. including Drs. Wales
and

phyxia. The dactors applied artificial

means to induce respiratian, and suc-
ceeded after an hour's work In restoring

him to semi-consciousness. It was then
thought safe to rémove him to Jud

Davis' house. He improved slowly
fram that time on, and seen

called to inguire in regard
condition. Among the first of these were
the President and Vice President and
several me rs of the Cahinet, The
fyll extont of his wrrible affiction is
withhe| ,}mm him for the present. His

firat inquiry upon recovering conscious-
to the safety of his

ness was in
family. He 1s gradually gaining -in
strength, and his friends aregavcry san-
guine of his complete recovery.

The house was completely gutted by
fire. The walls are standing, but the in-
terior presents a picture of ruin and
‘i?hc‘.thi an,  résidence of Judge W.
5. Cax, of the District rgup_reme ourt,
which adjoins it on the left, was badly
damaged by water.

Chief Parrish, of the Fire Department,
told his story as follows: “I paid no at-
tention to the fire when I heard there
were people in the house, I felt my way
through the smoke to the second floor,
and found a man in bed ina room. |
trie({ to pickihim up, but he was almast
too heavy. | mdnaged to him into
the hacﬁymnm. where thero was more
air, and then 1 broke the window out
and called to Ldwe, who was in the
alley, to” run up the ladder; then they
took the man out and it proved to be
the Secretary. I couldn't mave him any
further, fus | was exhausted and full up
to the neck with smoke. Then I went
back into the smoke and fire again and
found a young lady; Miss Mary Tracy,
they tell :‘]c it Was, and as I caught hold
of her wrists to lift her .up the flesh
came off her burning hands. 1 got her
out, but'she was dead,” .

Dr, Rueh, at the volicitation of friends,
visited gthe undertaker's establishment
and identified Miss Tracy. He made a
hurried examination and found she had
died from “suffocation, Mrs, Tracy was
found 10 have died from the rupture of
a blood vegsel, '

A geatleman whe saw the flre said
never in his life did he see ar hear- 6f
such a sight, “It seemed,” he sajd, “as
though hell had broken loose and sent
its firey tongue tothe earth. The whole
building seemed to be one secthing
mass of flames bursting from eye
point, Scream followed scream, eac
one more horrible and blood-curdling
:)han the 'otgerl. &oufn the ini*.erior of the

uilding. nly a few e were -
ing at %he timye. and tmpseemedp?tﬁt
and bewildered. The engines svon ar-

-rived, and you know the rest.”

R. C. Turner isa footman at the Tracy
residence, . He -was an eye-witness of a
mm of the fire, He wastip and dressed

ore T o'clock, and was prepared to
up stairs to clean the silver. He sleptin
the basement. “Just as I was starting
up stairs,” said he, “a colored man rang
the bell and told the butler, who an-
swered it, that the house was on fire.
The butlét ran up-stairs and immediate-
ly rushed back, shouting, ‘My God! the
house is on firel" The entire first floor
was in flames; we ran out the front door;

Mrs, Wilmerding and her daughter were.

at the front second story window, scream-
i:ﬁ for help; both ladies jumped; neither
fell on their feet, but on their side.”
The houseof E.S. Rheem, No. 821
17th street, itself almost captured by the
fire, was thrown open for the reception
of the dead and dging. Mrs. 'lPt:cy
still alive, was brought in by a couple of

firemen, and 'was placed ona sofa in the |

dining room, Here she lingered for

a little after 8 o'clock when she

The Fire and Police De-

candi-

uth. He was suffering from as-

regalned-
cansciousncss, regognizing friends wll:o
to his

'dive

* .:'um.
a little blood, hardly enough tc _
ed hemorrhagic; she closed her eyes and
without a moan ceased to breathe.

The cook, scorched and blackened
until she had an Ethiopian appearance,
but nbt seriously injured, was the next
brought in. She was provided with an
up-stairs room. ;

Secretary Tracy was the third sufferer

| to be sheltered under Mr. Rheem'’s roof,
He was placed on mattresses in the

kitchen, whether he was taken through
an alley, for it wasnot deemed proper to
bring him through the room in which

his wife lay dying. - The President walk-.

ed over from the White House as soon
as he heard of the traged%'. He was
weeping as he came out of the house
where the Secretary lay unconscious,
‘and where Mrs. Tracy was dying.
WasHINGTON, February 8.—Later—
Mrs. Tracy endeavored to escape by
dropping herself from her bedroom win-
dow, and in her to effort to decrease the
distance to the ground, she the
narrow window-sill and lowered hersell
as far as she was able. Those. who saw
her in this perilous position shouted to
her to hold on, but either she did not
hear or her strength failed, for after thus
han%ing for a moment, between life and
death, she fell forty feet into an area-way.
She was immediately taken to the house
of a neighbor—Dr. Rhom—and placed
upon a lounge in the sitting-room. She
was perfectly conscious and did not seem
to suffer pain. | ionally she com-
I)!aincd of oppression in the neighbor-
1wod of her heart, and found diffi-
culty .in breathing. She conversed

awhile, coughed slightly, and then
became silent. The physicians looked
at each other significantly, Mrs.

Tracy was dead. The immediate cause
of her death was snpposed to be from
Injuries to her heart, sustaived in her
fall from the window, which flooded her
lungs with blood.

Her body was soon removed to the
residence of Attorney Geéneral Miller on
Massachusetts avenue. Almost at the
same time two bodies were taken from
the burning building one was the Sec-
retary’s daughter, Miss Mary, a young
lady, and the other was that of the
French maid, Josephine. That of the
former was found by, Chief Parrish lying
on the floor in the second floor hall at
the hehd of the stairs. The body was
not greatly disfigured, She had evi-
dently died of suffocation. The Chief
lifted the lifeless body in his arms, and
although the stair case was ablaze, he
brought it safely out into the street.

Of the French maid little is known,
save that her dead body was found in
her room, on the top floor of the house,
burned beyond ition.

The bodies of Miss Tracy and her
maid were taken to an undertaker’s es-
tablishment in the vicinity.

It is believed that the fire originated
in the parlor, near the open fire-place.
Whether it originated from a grate or
heating pipes is not known, as no one
could be found who could tell whether
there was fire in the grate last night or
not. The frame-work adjdining the
mantel was where the fire started, and
it no doubt burned some time before it
was discovered. The furnace is in the
basement; directly beneath where the
fire started, and the hot air pipes leading
to the upper stories pass in the rear of
the wood-work, The firemen generally
think the wood-work was ignited by the
overheated air-pipes.

e ae—

SUPREME COURT.

Polygamy Declared a Crime and Not
Within the Constitutional Pravision
Guaranteeing Freedom of Religion.

Ry Telegraph ta the Marning Star,
WASHINGTON, February 3.—The Su-
preme Gourt of the United States to-day
rendered an opinion affirming the consti-
tutianality of the Edmunds-Tucker Idaho
test oath, intended to prevent Mormons
from vating. The case comes up upon

application for a writ of habeas corpus,
made by Samuel.D. Davis, who is in jail
in Idaho. having been seantenced for un-
lawfully taking the prescribed test oath
when he was a memberiof the Morman
Church. The Court denies the applica-
tion for a writ of haheas carpus, holding
that polygamy isa crime, and that the
Constitutional provision guarantecing
freedom of religion is not intended to
prevent the punishment of any person

-

who In the name of religion commits a

crime in the eyes of the law,
— > ———
REPUBLICAN CAUCUS.

A New Code of Rules for the House
of Representatives Considered and Ex.
plained.

By Y'wiegraph to the Morning Star,

WASHINGTON, February 5.—The pur-
pose. of the Republican House ctaucus
this afternoon, was to consider the new
code of Rules which was completed by
the Committee on Rules this morning,

The caucus was called together im-
mediately after adjournment by Mr.
Hendersan, of Hlinols, its chairman.
The reason for the call ‘was stated, and
each member present was furnished, in
confidence, a copy of the new code.

Mr. McKinley then took the floor and
proceeded to explain in detail the sco
and purpose of each of the rules, The

ing consumed a great deal of time,

The code was read i exfenso, and as

cach rule was read its provisions were

explained by Messrs, Echinley and

—annen,

There were frequent inquiries by the
members for more detailed information
as tg the effect of changes and for the
reasons therefor; so that the work of the
caucus progressed glawly. Generally
the repart of the committee was adopted
without material amendment, but there
was at least one important addition, My,
Atkinson, of Pa., offered an amend-
ment placing pension legislation in the
Pnivil d class, and' making reports

rom the Committee on Invalid Pen.

sions in order at any time, There was
lively opposition ta this amendment and
some members of the Committee on

Rules sought to prevent its adoption;

but the amendment was finally incorpo«

rated by a vote' of 76 1o 24,

The fu'] cade as it emerges from the
eaucus differs from the old rules in the
following material points; Under rule
15, & new clause is added as follows;

On demand of any number of mem-
hers present, but not voting on any call
by the Speaker, the yeas and nays shall
be noted by the Clerk under supervision
of the Speaker, and shall be recorded in
the Journal and Record immediately

.after the names of those voting in the

affirmative and negative, under the head
of "?resent and not voting,” and shall
be followed by the names of absent
members, which shall be entered under
the head of “absentees.”
line with Speaker Reed’s ruling.)

The caucus remained in session until
7 o'clock. Most inviolable Secrecy im
regard tq the praceedings was preserved,
and every effort was made to prevent
the dction of the caucus becoming pub-
lic. While it was stated that on every
question presented the caucus is har-
monious, the length of the session and
the known opposition of several promi-
nent Republicans to any radical change
in the rules render the ‘accuracy of this
statement doubtful, [n fact, it been
gathered that far from being harmoni-
tma::k tg:ie caut.gu at times was ?tro
wo u expressions of to
nt gpinlfons: and that this
position is the more probable one is
evidenced by the t care which was
taken to prevent the facts being known,

Whate'er besides you chance to want,

Ne'er fall short of SOZODONT,

But kgep it always in your sight,

A soures of beauty and delight,

To cleanse your teeth till with your smile

The most fastidious you beguile. ¢+
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taken to

and Miss Mattie Jackson, of Ohio, As-
sistant Secretaries.
committee was adopted unanimously
confirming these nominations, A list
of honorary Vice Presidents, one from
each State, was also chosen,

Funeral Ceremonies and Burial of Mrs.

Daughter.

of Mrs. Alice Coppinger, wife of Col. J.
|. Coppinger, of the 18th United States
Infantry, and eldest daughter of Secre-
tary Blaine, were to-day laid to rest in |
consecrated ground in Qak Hill Ceme-
tery, beside those of her brother Walker.
A brief service was held at 10 o’clock at
the residence of her father in Madison
Place, and the body was then taken to
St. Matthew's Catholic Church, where
the salemn rites for the dead were per-
formed. Rev. Father Thomas Sherman,
son of Gen, Sherman, and nephew of
the Senatar, celebrated

Cardinal Gibbons read the burial ser-
vioe and blesged the body.

blessing the body, the Cardinal “an-
nounced that, agreeable to the expressed
wishes of the family of the deceased, no
remarks would be made.
then took up their burden, and followed
by the stricken and weeping family pass-
ed from the church.

(This is in | tion that there opght ta be indignation
meeting
trict in
the Representatives supporting Reed.
~Such meetings would notm

if they were not successful in causing
the members to cha
very wholesome in e
members.—Charilotte Chronicle.

that as a specific for all Blood diseases,
nothin,

dical Discovery.
old estabhshe?‘ remedy with a record |
It has been wei

sands of cases 1
For Threat and Lung troubles, Catarrh,
Kidney disease,
pepsia; Sick Headache, and all disorders
" aris) .frou}ki.mg:verished blood, there
mng like Dr, Pierce’s Golden Me-
dical Discovery—world-renowned and
ever growing in favor. t

CAUSE OF THE FIRE STILL A
.. MYSTERY.

Secretary Tracy Taken to the White

House—Arrangements for the Fune-
al of His Wifo and Daugh- ;
ter — Messagos: of
: Condolence.
By Telegraph to the Morning Star.

WASHINGTON, February 4 —Sectetary
Tracy continues to improve slowly.
Many prominent people called at the
house during the morning and were in-
formed that the Secretary was getting
along nicely. His son, Frank B. Tracy,

is now with him, having arrived here
about 1.80 o'clock this morning, on a
He is the first member of

special train.
his family the Secretary has seen since
the awful calamity of yesterday morn-
ing, and his presence was an unmistaka-
ble source of joy and hope to the
bereaved parent. The President Sent
over early in the morning to inquire
after the Secretary, and Private Secre-
Halford called in person dbout 10
o'clock to consult with him in regard to
the Secretary’s removal to the White
House. ik
The physicfans -attending Mrs. and
Miss Wilderming said this morning that

their patients passed quite a fair night

and are better to-day, Mrs. Wilderming
suffers a great deal from her bruises,

and at times this morning was hysteri-.

cal, as she to realize the extent of
her terrible loss. At ten o'clock the doc-
tors succeeded in quieting her nerves,
and she then fell intoa quiet slum-
ber. She Is necessarily much ‘exhausted
and suffers more from the nervousshock
than from her arm, but the doctors say
that with absolute repose she will soon
rally.

Miss Wilderming 1s decidedly better.

having passed a restful night.
Mr. Frank B. Tracy called early this

morning, but was advised by the physi-
cians not to see his sister, for fear the
meeting might excite her. No one, save
the nurse and physicians, is allowed to
enter the sick room.

WASHINGTON! Feb. 4.—Funeral ser-
vices will be held over the remains of
Mrs. and Miss Tracy, in the East Room
of the White House to-morrow morn-
ingat 11 o'clock. Rev. Dr. Douglass,
Rector of St. Johns P. E. Church,
will conduct the religious services; The
bodies will be tcmﬁoraril deposited in a
receiving vaultat Rock greek Cemetery,
until final disposition is determined upon.
The services will be private,

Secretary Tracy was this afternoon

3;& White House, where he
will remain for the present. He has re-
ceived a great many messages of condo-
lence from individuals and organized
bodies. Among thesc are messages
from Queen Victoriasthrough the Brit-
ish Minister, and from the Lord Mayor
of London, the Common Council of
Brooklyn, officers of the “Alliance” @nd
“Petrel” at Norfolk; Mission Ridge Post
G. A. R, of Chattanooga, and Rev. Ly-
inan:Abhot. of Plymouth Church, Brook-
yn.

The funeral of Josephine Morrel, the
French maid who perished in the flames
atthe T mansion, took place from
St. Matthew's Church this afternoon.
The girl had no friends or relatives in
the cluz, and Mrs. Harrison took charge
of the burial arrangements.

Building Inspector Entwistle has made
an investigation into the origin.of the
fire. He says the escape and explosion
of gas seems the most probable cause, as
immediately under the point where the
fire started there was located in th base-
ment a pump run by a Bunzen
burner, and it is fpomible that this may
have been out of order, allowi to
escape to the room above, ind a
woaden l_{:anm:lling which extended all
around the rooms on this floor, a.:d that
it then took fire. There is no absolute
evidence that determines the cause.

WASHINGTON.

Btormy Scenein the Colored Men’s Conven-
tion,
By Telegraph to the Morning Star,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4.—The Colored
Men's Convention was in session 'until
an early hour this morning, and after a
stormy scene finally elected Bishop A.
W. Wayman as permanent President,
His chief competitor was ex-Senator P.
H. B. Pinchback.

When the Colored Convention met
this morning the vote by which Bishop
Wayman was declared "elected perma-
nent chairman was challenged, and the
claim was made that ex-Senator Pinch-
back had been the choice of the Con-
vention.

Pinchback called the meeting to order
and the.committee on permanent- organ-
ization was appointed. The committee
mede a unanimous report, recommend-
ing Rev, J. C. Price, of North Carolina,
as President; Wm H. Dupree, of Massa-
ehusetts, Vice President; R. A. Dawson,
of New Jersey, and W. Calvin Chase, of
Washington, Secretaries; Wm. Lively

The report of the

B e —
THE LAST OF EARTH.

Coppinger, Becretary RBlaine's Eldest

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4.—The remains

requiem mass.

At the conclusion of the ceremony of §

The bearers

The yery fact that a number of Re.
ublicans are timid about following
eed, only adds strength to the sugges-

held in every Republican dis-
orth Carolina to protest against

in vain; for

, they wduld be
ecting a change of

Nothing Like I,
Every day swells the volume of proof

equals Dr. Pierce’s Golden Me-
Remember, this is an

: ghed in the balance man
ears and found fulﬁlling ave claim)f

t has been tested man in thou-
with ﬂzttgre:anr; success !

Liver Complaint, Dys-

A

vival meeti
[ Philadelphia’ Church, in this county, by
the pastor, Rev. Mr. Arrowood. Servi-
.cgs are held day and night and much in-
terest is being manifested. - —— About
four years agp P, B. Key, Esq., of States-
ville, and the late V, 3 J

in Florida,and while theré were attracted
by a piece of land which wasregarded as
a fine tract for trucking purposes. It
was offered chea
The tract contains 2,460 acres, and is lo-
cated in Citrus county, near Ocala. It
looks now like this purchase is to turn
out a real bonanza; and as it is located in
ﬂ;le very centre of the recently discovere!
fhm has been such a great excitement
l_atei{l. Fabulous prices are being offered
for this and ad 5

TURPENTINE,

Mr. G

~SPRITS

. —= Sanford

Express:

C.
Graves and Mr, W. M. Kivett, twq v
known citizefs of had an alte,.
cation on the streets of that town We,_

nesday. Mr. Graves is reported 1o have
:bm P”t:{ badly hurt. —— On Wed.
nesday e firm of McPherson g
W » doing general merchyy.
dise, made a,cbedp assignment , of all
ghgir joi{g: stock in tra'[gl;&c.._to Mr.

idney Weatherspoon. e liabilitjeg
are estimated at $8,000, the assets ;
$6,000. L

— Charlotte Ghronicle: There vij|
be a meeting of bee-keepersin Charlotte
on Thursday, February 13th, for .
purpose of organizing a bee-kecpery
association in the interest of bee cultyr,.
All who are interested in the honey
bee in this section of the country, bot},
in North and South Carolina, are invited
to attend. The meeting will be in the
hall of the Chamber of Commerce, —__
Mrs. Herndon, the mother of [ A
Herndon, who has been connected with
the Chronmicle's editorial department for
over a year, died on Saturday, at her
home in Danville.

— Lumberton Robesonian : 1n ().
tober last Turner Campbell, an industri.
ous colored man, who farmed last yeyr
on the plantation of Capt. J. L. Inman,
came 3o Lumberton with a‘load of cor.
ton for: market. He left his wife ang
son, a lad about 12 years of age (they
constituted his family); at home pickiny
cotton. He returned about night, and
from that day to this he has not beey
able to find a trace of them. Campbell
has tramped in every direction endeayt
oring to find them, and has spent wha-
he made during the year.

— Maxton Umion: This term of
court is one of the | st, criminally
speaking, that has been held in Robeson
for a number of years. —— A colored
boy ‘on trial for stealing a coat from M;.
' Rotholz last Friday, stated he had taken
a drink or twa and it so affected hin
that he stole the coat under that ip.
fluence. Judge Bynum adjourned
court Saturday, and left for home the
same night. He continued two capirg
cases and a felony, till next term, and iy
the meantime the criminals are licl] a
expense of the county. All the (jyj
cases were continued YV common -
sent.

— Newton ZEnferprise: We |iam
from gDOd authority that the big are
bank, Lincoln county, has been solii fior
the sum of §$16,000. —— The flics hiye
not made much progress in the when
fields lately. The frosts, we presume, have
exterminated them by this time. Mr,
|, B. Little, of. Glifie’s township, recently
killed a Poland China hog that weizheil
750 pounds. It is too big for any scales
in that part of the country, so it had to
be cut up and weighed in sections. — —
An attorney for the Northern iron com-
pany that has|been leasing mines in this
county, has been here this week making
this an extensive investigation in the'
Register's office of the titles to the
lands they have leased in the country.

—s Goldsboro Argus: The exodus
tintsamhavinga hard time of it in

ew Berne. It secems that they have
been meddling with the laborers, caus-
ing them in $ome instances to leave
their situations and then failed to keep
their promises withthem. A number of
citizens interviewed one of the agents
Tuesday night and advised him to leave
on the first train. He did so, but soon
returned, and this time was sent off in
hurry. —The railroad company, 11 the
Denmark case, in which the plaintifi was
awarded, $5,000 for the loss of a limb in
1875, yesterday moved for a new trial.
The court overruled the motion, where-
upon an appeal has been taken to the
Supreme Court. - So it seems the case is
not yet settled

— Charlotte NVews: Mr. Coat iri-
mer, of Mount Holly, was out hunting
cedar birds yesterday and brought down
eighteen birds at one shot. A minister
saw the slaughter and counted the birds,
50 there can be no mistake about it
The birds were shot on the wing! —
Pneumonia is following the grip in quite
a number of cases in Charlotte. 3— J.
D. Frazier of Wilkes county, Georg
Murray of Rutherford county, and Ber
Loughter, -James Blackwell and Ben
Puckett of Palk county, who have been
in Mecklenburg ‘jail undergoing impri-
sonment for violation of the revenuc
laws, are to-day tramping homeward.
They appeared before Esq. D. G. Max-
well, & S. Commissioner, and took th:
insolvent debtor’s oath, as required by
law, and were released. None of- them
had a cent of money, and they strucx
out on foot for their respective homes.

— Winston Dasly: Messrs. M, 1.
& J. C. Stewart, of this city. desirc in-
formation of the whereabouts of one
Abram Rencher, who was at_one time a
resident of this State. Maj. Ham
Scales has received the sad inteiligence
of the death of his brother, Dr. R. H.
Scates, who died at Paris, Texas, on the
24th, ult. —— A gentleman from Wal-
nut Cove informs us that work has com-
menced upon a large suspension bridge
at that point, to extend from ncar the
Roanoke and Southera depot to a point
near the Cove hotel, —— Dy, M. E.
Teague yesterday filed the required
$3,000 bond as acting sheriff of Forsyth
county, to cover the emoluments of the
office should the Supreme Court con-
firm the decision of the court below.
During the month of January the
tobacco manufacturers of Winston ship-
ped one million, three hundred and
thirty=seven thousand ' two hundred
and twenty-six (1,337,226) pounds ol
manufactured chewing tobacco. And
on yesterday, (Monday, February Srd).
there was shipped eight car loads.

— Raleigh News and Obscrver:
There were twenty-seven deaths in the
city during the month of January, fif-
teen whites and twelve col
There were forty-eight marri censes
issued for this county during the month
of January. Twenty-five white, and
twenty-three colared. Geo. Alston,
colored, who was appointed by Post-
master Shaffer as janitor when he took
charge of the toffice, was removed
yesterday and Stewart Ellison was ap-
pointed -m his place. Is thisa chop of
the axe of Surveyor Harris? es-
terday morning between onc and two
o'clock, the Templé store and dwelling.

.

located in the suburbs of the city on the

Hillsboro road, was destroyed by fire.
The loss is estimated-at $4.000; insur-

ance reported at $3,000. —— The Gov-
ernor yesterday refused to commute the
death sentence of John Wilson, under
death sentence for murder in Yancey
coun% to be hanged February 7th.
—We

are reliably informed that the

Greeasboro Bessemer Company will go
right ahead with the wark of inaugu-
rating the enterprise. Greensboro is on
a boom correspondingly.

— Charlotte News: A series of re-
‘have been commenced at

ohnston, met

and they bought it.

asphate-beds in Florida, about which

joining lands. Capt. H.

P. Johnson is now in Florida looking
after the interests of himself and Mr.
Key. The excitement over the phos-
phate discoveries there is said to be in-
tense, and the truck farm being in the
"centre of the
demand, and is ex

phosphate area, is inbig-
ed to bringa big

ger sum than would be paid for a gold -
mine,




