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A FAILURE.

Elihu Root, Becretary of War, de-
livered an-address last Friday night
before the Union League Club, of
New York, a speech remarkable for
what he said, and also for what he
didn’t say, but might have said, if
he had the candor,to make his speech
complete. It is also remarkable as
coming from the Secretary of War,
who is so intimately associated with
President Roosevelt. ,

After referring to the part this
League took asa factor in solving
some of the problems of the past,
he remarked that there were still
and constantly would be problems
confronting us which might ‘‘de-
mand the hardest fibre and the
most devout patriotism.” He con-
tented himself with mentioning
three of these problems; one ‘‘the
tendency to a division between the
rich and the poor,” which he feared
was growing; another the labor
question and labor unions, which
he approved as good things and
things that ought to be, but the
tendency of which was to go to ex-
tremes and practice the same des-
potiam over laborers who do not be-
long to the unions that they con-
demn in employers of labor.

In commending labor unions and
oongratulating organized labor on
being able to assert and demand its
rights, he was simply echoing Mr.
Roosevelt, who has in some of his
public ntterances said substantially
the same thing. In talking thus he
waas talking through his hat as a poli-
tician, for the labor vote of this
country ia a faptor of some impor-
tance—and your uncle Mark Hanna
has also caught onto that fact. The
third and most remarkable was the
suffrage problem, to which he thus
referred:

“The third danger is one that this
olub especially should consider. Mr.
Doadge referred in his opening talk to
the march of a negro regiment down
Broadway in civil war times. Within
two years afler this club was formed
the Thirteenth Amendment to the
United Btates Constitution provided
that there should be no slavery in the
country or in any Territory within our
' jurisdiction.

“Within five years, by the Four-
teenth Amendment, all men, the black
included, were freeand equal. In seven

the Fifteenth Amendment,

o on said that no man should
ever be deprived of his vote by reason
of color or s condition of servi-
tude. The ¢ amendments embodied
the scheme of the thoughtful men of
those days to uplift the slaves liberated
by the civil war,

‘“You remember how difficult the
question was, What was to be done
with the black man who had beena
glave all his lifet The answer was:
Give him llhu:{. citizenship and
equal rights, in ng the opporiu-
au; to enjoy them, and he will rise.

“I tear that we are compelled to
face the conclusion that the experi-
ment bas failed,

“The suffrage has been taken away
from the black man in most of the
Btates where he composes the larger
part of the tion. The black man
of the Bouth in general no longer bas
his right to vote. The right 1o aspire
to office is generally disputed and in a
great measure denied.”

““The experiment has failed.” Of
course it has. Why not? The men
who attempted it were fooling with
& material they didn’t know any
thing about, a material they were
using for their own special purposes.
Mr. Root is not candid in this, he is
not honest, he does not make a true
statement of the case or tell the in-
side history, the inspiration of negro
suffrage. He tells all that he cares
to have known, all that the leaders
of his party care to have known, but
that is only half andthe least inter-
esting part of the story of negro en-
franchisement, which was not in-
spired by the desire to give him
“liberty, citizenship, equal rights,
‘including the opportunity to enjoy
them.” That wounld have been com-
mendable paternalism if it had been
prompted by interest in the emanci-
pated slaves, but while that was the
pretence and the justification, it was
not that, butsimply a scheme to nse
these emancipated and enfranchised
alaves to control the South and per-
petuate the power of the Republi-
can party, to get control of South-
ern States to offset the Northern
Btates that the Democratic party
might capture. The Republican
leaders were then anticipating the
turn in the tide and were preparing
for it. ;

To assert at this late day that suf-
frage was conferred upon the negro
to enable him to protect himself is
simply to brand the men who did
it as imbeciles, and they were any-
thing but that. Men like Senators
Btevens, Morton and other unscru-
pulous iron-nerved leaders of those
days never had the canting hypoe-
rigy to pretend that, and made no
secret of their motive when "they
put ““the bottom rail on top.” They
wanted to punish the ‘“‘rebels,” to
humiliate them, and instead of
bringing into the Union the seceding

States as Lincoln wanted to bring
them in, kept them out and made
negro suffrage a condition of being
let in. They pessed these acts
when no SBouthern man had u voice

or & vote in the Congress of the

United States and then by fraudu-
lent so-called elections, under mili-
tary dictation and control declared
the amendments adopted which
made the emancipated slaves citi-

South thousands of white men were
disfranchised and could not vote.
This is a part of the schewming,
tricky, unscrupulous, criminal
history of negro enfranchisement
that Mr. Root did not tell, because
it did not fit in well there, but it is
history all the same.

The game succeeded for awhile;
they played the negro, but as the
men who played him were not mor-
ally superior to the mob they nsed,
a saturnalia of debauchery was the
result, which forced the white men
of the South to devise some way to
get from under the negro and his
white associates, and they did it,
did it boldly, with no hypocritical
pretence such as was made by some
of those who planned and worked to
put them under the negro’s heel.
The *‘experiment of negro suffrage
failed.”

Of course it failed. It was bound
to fail. There was nothing honest in
it. It was rotten. It could not help
failing, and Mr. Root and others
who are training with him under-
stand very well why it failed; they
are not surprised at the failure, and
practically admit it, and have taken
a lesson from the failure by refusing
to grant suffrage to the masses of
people in our new acquisitions, who
are as well or better gualified for
suffrage than were the emancipated
slaves whom theyelevated to citizen-
ship without any previous or pre-
paratory qualification. In this they
are simply following the example of
the white men of the South by in.
sisting upon qualified suffrage for
the people of these new acquisitions,
the way the Southern States have
found te solve that problem.

If Mr. Root’s political friends had
done that in the start instead of
conferring the franchise at one
sweep on every negro old enough to
vote, he might not now have to pub-
licly confess the “‘failure of the ex-
periment.”

——

ANEW INDUSTRY IN GERMANY
Some time ago in commenting up-
on Lord Kelvin’a prediction that
the coal supply of the world would
be exhausted in 400 years, a noted
French engineer remarked that
within ten years alcohol would
supercede coal as a fuel for furnish-
ing motive power. In view of the
fact that aloohol iz now a somewhat
costly fluid to use for such a pur-
pose we thought that was a rather
remarkable statement, but it seems
that they have been experimenting
in Earope with a view to a large
and cheap production of alcohol,
and apparently with considerable
encouraging success. In DBerlin
there was last week an exhibition of
potato alcohol which was attended
by the Emperor, a number of State
officiale and other distinguished
persouns, concerning w?7ch a Berlin
dispatch speaks as follows:

The immense display to-day was di-
rectly due to his &8s _encourage-
ment for several years."- One depart-
ment shows alcohol for cooking and
heating, another for lighting, in
which it is contended that alcohol is a
complete substitate for petroleum; yet
another exhibils waler and statio
motors, while in the .mndlnrra::rd’-
ing the buildings are antomobiles and
trucks driven by alcohol power.

It is predicted that potato alco-
hol, or rather the manufacture of it,
will prove as valuable and important
an industry to Germany as the beet
sugar industryis. If it be all that
is claimed for it, it will, doubtless,
prove more valuable. These are
simply experiments which prove
that it is practicable to substitute
this alcohol for oil or coal, but
whether it can be done on a large
scale, 80 a8 to give the fluid a com-
mercial value in competition with
coal or oil remains to be seen. If
80, these experimenters have opened
upa new industry of incalculable
importance not only to Germany
but to the world, and one
that this country wiHl not be
slow to take advantage of, for here
our potato-producing capacity is
unlimited. There is not a square
mile of arable land between the two
oceans on which potatoes can not
be produced in abundance, and on
which the production could not be
doubled or trebled by proper culti-
vation,

While we produce enough for
home consumption and sometimes
more, the production has been kept
within bounds because of the low
prices when there is a excessive pro-
duction and the difficnlty of keeping
the potatoes in a sonnd, salable con-
dition. Butif they can be profit-
nh]g utilized for making alcohol,
as are for sugar, there will be
& praoctically unlimited demand for
them, little danger of their becom-
inga de on the market or of spoil-
ing on the hands of the growers,
and the result will be a largely in-
creased production.

The Charlotte Observer’s ““Morally
Stunted” will point with pride to
the fact that in Souch Carolina,
with Ben Tillman dispensaries all
over the State, there were over two

hundred homicides last year. And
“Our Best People” will claim that
with licensed saloons the number
would have reached four hundred.

Deafness Cannot be Cured

sens and politically the equals of
the white man aud the superiors of
many white men, for when these
smendments were voted upon in the

Are you indebted to THE
WEEKLY STAR? I 8o,
when you receive a bill
for your subscription send
us the amount you owe.

Remember, that a news-
paper bill is as much en-
titled to your considera-
tion as is a bill for gre-
ceries.

SOURED ON ROOBEVELT.

There isa strong sentiment among
the “Lily Whites” of the South
against the nomination of Roose-
velt for the Presidency, and
it is daily gaining strength and
taking shape. It doubtlesa has
pretty strong encouragement, foo,
from political manipulators on the
other side of the line who have not
yet come out openly against Roose-
velt, but will, doubtless, when their
plans are matured and they get the
wires running to suit them.

The efforts said to have been re-
cently made by the Roosevelt sup-
porters to close the breach in Ala-
bama, has failed, the managers of
the “Lily White” wing perempto-
rily refusing to entertain the over-
tures made, and informing the other
side that the Rubicon had been
crossed, that they were rnnning the
business in their own way, and wer®
in the fight to the end. They have
made practically an uncompromising
declaration of war against Roose-
velt.

Thus far the ‘‘Lily Whites” in
North Oarolina have not been saying
much or showing their hand, for the
reason, probably, that Senator
Pritchard was not yet prepared for
an open outbreak with the adminis-
tration, but he seems to be nearing
that point, for he has got to talking
about Roosevelt’s ‘‘blunders,” and
some of the party organs in sympa-
thy with him and the negro shut-out
movement he engineered, have be-
gun to talk in plain English.

The Elizabeth City Carolinian is
one of the old-time, dyed-in-the-wool
Republican organs. It has changed
hands, and although published in
the Eastern part of the State, where
the negroes do most abound, thus
announces its endorsement of the
“Lily White” movement and its op-
position to the nomination of Roose-
velt:

We cannot support Mr. Roosevelt
for the nomination to succeed him-
sell. His Bouthern policy has been in
direct opposition to the poliey which
was inaugurated by the Republican
State Conveation at Greensboro last
August. We bave given this matter
the thought, and we expect all
kinds of harsh criticism from the
Roosevelt forces in North Carolioa
and the South, but if they cannot see
the matter in the same light that we
do, then they are at liberty to go
their routs and we will do likewise.
We do not believe that Mr. Rooss-
velt will be the nominee, and The
Carolinian nominates as its choice for
President of the United States Charles
W. Fairbanks, of Indians, and for
Vice President Jeter O. Pritchard, of

North Carolina. This will make a

team that any Republican in the ns-
tion would be proud to su

The Roosevelt people have had an
eye on SBenator Fairbanks all along,
and also on Hanna, but while Hanna
has said that he is not in the race
and ‘‘doesn’t want the job,” Sena-
tor Fairbanks has never said that,
and nobody has ever said it for him.
But it will not be diffienlt for the
Hanna and Fairbanks boosters in
the Bouth to get together, as their
main purpose iz to lay Roosevelt
out, and either Hanna or Fairbanks
would suit them for that purpose.
It will be interesting to watch
this game as it develops and the
play of the factions in North Caro-
lina as it progresses. Pritchard con-
trols the machine and Roosevelt the
patronage, 8o that the strikers will
be put in somewhat of a guandary
a8 to which way to head.

FOR ASSAULTING OFFICER HARRISS

Joha Robissos, White, Held for March
Term of Superior Court.

Johu Robinson, the young white
man who started a domestic difficulty
on Becond| street shortly after 12
o'clock yesierday morning, and who
assaulted Policeman W. M. Harrls
because he went in to demand quiet,
was held for the March term of Bupe-
rior Court iu a justified bond of $50,
by the Mayor yesterday at nogn. At
last accounts Robinson had not given
the bond and was still confined. At
the hearing he pleaded drunkenness as
a palliation for his offence.

Officer Harriss testified that Robin-
son made at bim with a knife or
other sharp instrument, and exhibited
8 beavy overcoat, which was badly
alashed through on the shoulder, his
uniform coat underneath having also
been slashed. Robinson’s wife, who
was Mrs. Florence McDougald did not
appear in couri to testify against her
husband for disorderly conduct.

The Goversor’s Pigigre.

Prof. D. M. Bain, teacher of vocal
muasie in the country schools, has pf-
fered & very handsome piciure of

making the most rapid progress in
singing duriog the lerm. The plcture

will be handsomely frgmed, suitable
for school room decoration.

| CREATE NEW COUNTY

Governor Aycock to the school

One to Be Made from Parts of
Harnett, Moore and Chat-
ham Counties.

LEGISLATURE  YESTERDAY.

Coast Lise lovokes Ald of Cerporation
Commission in Petty Tows Ordi-
sasces--New A. & W. Bullding.
FParmers’ Protective Ass’a.

[Special Star Telegram.)
RawmigH, N. O., Feb. 9 —In the
House to-day Representative Grabam,
of Granville, iniroduced a resolution
Lo appoint a joint commitiee from the
House and Bensate to investigate tbe
cost of converting the Biate peniten-
tiary building into a hospital for the

insane or other useful purpose. It was
pul on the calendar, passed, and sent
10 the Benate without engrossment.
As it is, only about 100 convicis are
kept in the prison with accommodation
for 1,000,

The House alto passed a joint reso-
lution urging the distribution of the
Geo. Peabody Educstional fund in com-
plinnce with Peabody’s wishes, rather 4
than to concentrate it in one Btate as
some trustees urge. .

In the Senate, the most notaple bill
introduced was by Justice, to provide
for tax and penaities on com-
panies and the adjustment of taxes
with such companies as do not dis-
criminate against North Carolios ship-
pers. It requires railroads, on June
80th and December 8lst, to P’ﬁ a fran-
chise tax of $6,000, which will be re-
funded at the end of six months if the
Cor tion Commission, ceriifies to
the State Treasurer that such railroad
has not discriminated against Norih
Carolina shippers.

Oiber bilis of interest were :

Lamb to appoint justices of the
peace in Cumberiand.

Bellamy, to allow license to be paid
for bolding festivals in Brunswick,
$10 each night.

The Senate argued at length the bill
to refund $375 o Stale Treasurer La v,
the amount embezzied by Major W.
H. Martip, while Martin was coaching
Lacy’s clerks when he assumed office.
The bill met strong opmon and
was re-referred to the Ju y Com-
mittee.

Another notable bill passed in the
Senate was that to establish & prison
parcle commission, consisting of the
Governor and two citizens.

RarmigH, N. O., Feb. 10.—Repre-
sentalive Doughton, of Alleghany, in-
troduced in the House to-day a bl
providing for a $400,000, 83 per cent.
bond issue to meet Siate appropria-

tions and for other purposes. This is
a comprcmise bill agreed upon in
committes, Governor Aycock in his
message having asked for $500,000.
The Biate deficit is $318,000.
In the SBenate, White, of Franklio,
introduced = bill to appropriate $200,-
000 to public schools, being a renewal
of the appropriation two years ago.
The Senate passed as special order,
a bill providing for the inspection and
sale of cotton seed meal or fertilizer.
A joint resolution was passed urging
Congress to pass the Appalachian
Park bill. Also bills to Im:rnrm
Hiawasse Raiiroad Co.; Bank of Dup-
lin, at Wallace, and a substitute for
establishing & Board of Examiners for
trained nurses, by whom licenses shall

be fssued.
A substitute bill to vide dead
bodies for colieges, giviog

them bodies of those who die in jails,
penal institutions and bodies not
claimed by relatives.
The only notable bills to pass the
House were:
To provide for the incorporation of
sireet reilway companies under ihe
goneral law.
To incorporate the Bavings Bank
and Trust Co., of Elizabeth Oity.

To exempt Jno. A. Russ, of Bruns-
wick county, from peddier's tax.
The gquickest legisiation on record
was enacted to-day. Jono. R. Webster
arrived from Reideville at noon witha
bill to ibis bucket shops in Reids-
ville. It was introduced in the Benatse,
and in twenty minutes bad passed
both branches of the legislaiure and
was ready for ratification. It was
railroaded at Webater's requeat.

The Benate commitiee on railroads
and railroad commission voted by a
big majority to again report the notled
Justice **Whittle Bill” uanfavorably.
It requaires railroad companies to blow
whisties and riog bells always uniil
persons on the track take notice, and
and if injury is done the company is
liable, This is the bill, it is claimed,
which would force roads to run trains
most of the time under control.

RawmieE, N, O, Feb. 11.—The
House of Representatives to day pass-
ed the bill incorporating the North
Carolina Farmers Protective Associa-

tion, prepared and backed by Ool. Jno.
8. (‘hnnlnzhnn and Col. J. Bryan
Grimes, Becretary of Biate.

An important bill introduced was
by Siler to establish a new county, to
be known as Lee county, and made
ap of portions of Moore, Harnett and
Chatham. The people of Sanford sod
Jonesboro and the surrounding sec-
tion are moving for the new county.
A committee, composed of Measrs. W.
A Monroe, A. L. McNeill, A. A. F.
Seawell and Wm. Campbell, reached

h Tueaday to present the matter.
The county, with Sanford as

the county seat, includes about 300
uare nlfu. made up as follows:
?mn Harnett 27 square m from
Obatham 90 square miles, from
174 square miles. The boundary be-
tween this territory snd Ohatham
county is the Pes Dee River and the
Oape Fear River. The aggregate value
of taxable property is $1,948 557,

Other bills introduced were:

By Abell, supplementary to the act
to restore self ment o Bruns-
lwlek county. This passed its readings
ater.

Abell, to make more effeciive the
laws against stealing rides on trains.
Notable among bills passed by the
House were to allow Fayetteville
to issue bounds; to direet the commis-
sioners of Pender in the use of their
sinkiog fund; to incorporate Bhallotte,
Brunswick county.

The Benate passed & bill allowing
to file petitions

Comm

n
to the town complained of toheu-tﬁ
case. Itis 5rlndnlllr for the relief
of the A. 0. L. in certain eastern
towns which require trains to pass
through at four miles or less an hour,

to te the duties and liabilities of
hotel k It prescri hotel-

baggage lost, unless the owner

viously gives bim notice that it il.':t

greater value; te will be liable

for the full value.

ustice ““Whistle Bill” was made
order for Friday, when it

will come yp ynder tnfavornble re-

The Benate passed a bill to

1,

i

Lacey embemzled by Masjor
Martin, %lﬂo Treasurer Worth's
institutional eclerk, while coaching
Mr Lascey’s clerks, when the admiois-
trations ohanged, was argued spirit-
edly some time and tabled.

opposition was that it would be
a bad ot and unfair to ex
Treasurer Worth, who lost $16,000 by
Martin’s defaleations daring his ad-
ministration.

The biil biting fire crackers
over three inches long, toy pistols
aud air rifles passed second reading,
and on objection went over until tc-
mOrrow. _

There was some discussion of the

tion 1o change the peniten-
tiary building lo an insane asy!um.

Sepator Travis said the matter had
heretofora been in ted and was
found impracticable. ator Hicks

was added by the president to the
committee to investigate for this Leg
islature.

The joint committee on Agriculiare
hesrd addresses lo-vight from Ur.
Winston and several members of the
faculty snd students oo the need of an
agricultural® bullding at the A. & M,
College and decided to report favor-
ably the Scott bill sppropriating $50,-
000 for the purpose. Oaly one voie
was cast against it

STATE GUARD ACCEPTS DICK BILL.

Isjuaction Agalast Colicction of lncome
Tax on Judge Parseil's Salary.
[Special Star Telegram.]

Rarmas, N. 0., Feb. 11 —The con-
vention of State Guaard officials here
to-day adopted resolutions accepting
the provisions of the Dick bill and ap-
pointed & committes, consisting of
Col, Bain, Gen. Royster, Ool. Arm-
fleld and Lieut. Brandorn, to amend or
add (o the Biate law for the guard to
conform with the requirements of the

Dick bill.

Judge Simonton, of the U. B. Court
of Appeals, to-day enjoined Bheriff
Page, of Wake couaty, against col-
lecting income tax from Judge Thoa
R Purnell, of the Eastera District of
North Oarolina, the injunction being
returnable at Charleston, B. C., Feb.
24th. The sheriff was proceeding to
force collection under orders from the
Corporation_Commission. All other
judges and“government officials in
the State are privi to become par-
tied to this, which is a test suit, their
contention being that their salaries are
not liable to a Btate income tax.

—_—— - —

MOVING THE PERTILIZERS,

Shipmeats So Heavy Railroads Taxed to
Provide Necessary Pacilities,
| Charleston News and Courier.]

The movement of fertilisers out of
Cbarleston is increasing so rapidly
that the railroads are taxed to provide
the necessary equipment for a quick
service, Wilhin the past fen days
there has been a decided increase.
Representatives of the railroads say
that based on estimates from the fer-
tilizer people, the total output will
amount 10 st least 400,000 tops. This
i considerably more than was sold
last season, and it is accepted as an in-
dication that the cotlon acreage in this
Biate wil be greater than for many
years paal.

The car shoriage has caused Lhe
Southern Rallway and the Atlantic
Coast Line no little unessiness. I
will take about 85,000 cars to move
400,000 tons of fertilizers. The rail-
roads ale m every effort, how-
ever, (o get the freight out with as lit-
tle delay as possible, and thus far
there has been no great delay.

Czpar bBLorr, Va., Nov. 13, 1903,
We bhave sold Johoson’s Chill and
Fever Tonlec for the past 10 years. We
know it has saved hund of long
cases of fever and heavy doctors’ bills
and has saved the lives of hundreds of
our own people. We keep it in our
households.
OepAR BLuFr WooLex Co.
Agency of ihis wonderful medicine
will be placed with good men. Ad-
g:- A. B. Girardean, Blnnn?h,

Yhe Tobacco Prospect.

Mr. James Dodd, assistant manager
of the Wilmington Tobacco Ware-
house Co., will leave to-day for a trip
through Brunswick county, instruct-
ing farmers in the culture of tobacco.
Mr. Dodd says there’s plenly of time
yet to sow tobacco heds and pitch &
crop. Thus far be has secured the
promise of farmers to plant 3,300
acres and with a conservative average
of 1,000 pounds to the acre, he says
the yield should be three million three
hundred thousand lbe., which, at the
average price of 10 cents per pound,
will bring $380,000 in money to Wil-
miogton. Mr. Dodd has worked
faithfully, and he hopes tosee the
warehonse company reap a rich re-
ward this season.

———— s ———
New Presbyterian Charch

Rev. William Black, of Davidson,
Synodical Evangelist for North Caro-
line, passed through the city Monday
from Phoenix, Brunswick county,
where he had just coocluded a suc-
cessful revival, at which there were
80 conversions. Hbe also brought with
him news that he had the petition of
35 consecraied people of that section
for the eatablishment of a Presbyte-
rian church at Phosaix. The new
church will be organized on Saturday
before the first Bunday in March.

e A
White Man Accidestally Shot,
A white man was accidentally shot

last night about 10:80 o’clock in Burr
& Bailey’s alley. Bergeant BSmith
heard the pistol shot and went in to
investigate. A bullet had entered the
ealf of the man’s right leg and had
imbedded itself between the bones in
the leg. The injured man was given
temporary attention by Dr. W. F.
Stokes, and being & seafaring man, he
was sent to the U. B. Marine Hospital.
He gave no comprehensive idea of
how the accident oceurred.
B 2=

— Greensboro Record: Mr. E.
B Respass, engineer in charge of the
surveying corps of the Raleigh &
Western Railroad, was seen at The
Benbow this morning. Mr. Respass is
in charge of the survey from Colon to
Greensboro, to High Point, ete. In
reply to a question he said he was not
suthorizad to give out any statement
about the but .from the work he
“has been ordered to do and is doing he
feals satisfled his people are coming
right into Greensboro.
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It Was Ome of the Most De-
structive in Wilmington in
Several Years.

LOSSES AND  INSURANCE.

Departmest Comtrolled the Blaze by §
‘A. M —Notes and lacideats of the
Cosflegratios —Removing loto
New Qauarters--The Cause,

As the BTAR was going Lo press ye:-
terday in time 1o catch the early morn-
ing mails, a fieres fire which broke out
at 3:35 A M. in the basement of the
large, three-story, brick dry goods
store of Capt. A. D. Browr, No. 29
North Front street, bad just been got-
ten under control by the "firemen with
only partial loss to properly adjoin-
ing. The details were given in yes-
terday’s paper up to that bour with as
near an approach to accuracy as waa
possible under the circumsisoces.

‘The scene of the- fire was visited
yesierday by nearly everybody io the
city, as very few came dowan aithe
early hour before day. It was prob-
ably the smallest crowd which ever
witnessed a fire of sny magnitude
‘bhere. It occurred when everybody
was asleep and those who arose and
looked out could see no evidencs of a
fire for a considerable time afier ihe
alarm was sent in on account of its
confinement at first to the basement.
Box 41, at Water and Market streets,
from which the alarm came in, isan
jimportant one, but when pseople arose
snd called to mind the propensity of
the Wilmington Paid Fire Dapart-
ment for extinguishing any aad ali
fires in their inciplency and with the
reassurance of an absence dbf a blaz-,
they quistly retired for the most part
and left the conflagration with the fire
laddies, a few of the more vsature-
some, the police and moraing news-
paper people.

A counservative eslimate of the dam-
age by the fire is $50,000. The heav-
iest loser is Capt. A. D. Brown. His
stock valued at from $30,000 to $35,-
000 was completely destroyed with an
insurance of only $19,700. It was
stated erroneously in yesterday's paper
that the insurance was $35,000, which
was the amount earried last year, the
balance having been dropped upon the
advance in rates upon merchandise
stocks about 12 months ago. Capt.
Brown had jast received his usual
large lioe of new Spring goods, but he
had unfortuoately neglected to take
oul insurance Lo cover it

The building occupied by Oapt.
Brown’s store was owned by rs.
Elizabath Vollers and it was complete-
ly gutted by the flames, oaly the
blackened walls remaining. Contrac-
tors differ in thelr opinion as to wheth-
er the walls can be restored and upon
this, of course, largely depends the
amount of damage. The building is

[ valued at $8,000; insuranes, $5,000,

The wholesale and retail elothing
storeof the A. David Compsny, ad-
joiniog the Vollers building on the
north, was badly damaged by smoke
and water. The stock is valued at $30,-
000 and the damage will probably range
from 88} to 50 per cent. The eatire
stock was covered by $14,500 insurance,
The chiel damage to the building
which is owned by Mrs., P. M. Me-
Rary is on the roof, where the flames
lapped nearly across and cracked the
tin and wood covering all to pieces.
One line of hose was turned on the
roof to keep il from catching and
thereby resuited the damage from
water to the stock, The building was
insured for $5.000 and the damage is
estimated at from $750 to $1,000.

Next south of the Vollers building
was another three-story brick business
structure, owned by OCapt. Dinald
MacRae. The damageto tne bailding,
which isinsured for $10 000, will be
between $600 and $800. The basemsat
of the buildiag is used as & sworage
room for electirical and gas supplies,
gas sloves, ranges, fixtures, etc , of the
Qonsolidated Railways, Light and
Power Qo,, the offices of which, with
those of Hugh MacRae & Co., bank-
ers, occupy the firat floor of the
building. The damage in ths offices
was chiefly by smoke and was slight;
fully covered by insurance. The base-
ment of the building in which the sup-
plies were stored was completely
flooded by water, causing a damage of
$1,000 to stock, which is fally pro-
tected. An engine of the Flire Dapart-
ment was engaged until yesterday af-
ternoon in pumping the water from
the basement.

The second floor of the building is
occupied by the Harmony Oircle club
rooms, which were damaged about $75,
with $400 insurance in pompanies rep-
resented by Col. Walker Taylor. The
+hird floor was formerlv used as a
K. of P. lodgeroom. The damage io
the building was greatest oo this floor,
where a wood joist extended through
the brick wall from the Vollers build
ing.

The Depariment had at one time in
addition to four streams from hy-
dreante, three from the engines, includ-
ing the two reserves, making seven
lineof hose in all. Two ol the engines
were stationed at Princees streel dock
while the *big” Adrian was at foot of
Market street. The reserves were
brought out when the magnitude of
the fire seemed {0 demsand it.

The Vollers buildiog has no. parti-
walls with the buildings on each side
as the proximity would scem to iadi.
cate. It waa probably due to this and
the further fact that the walls of the
McRary building extendel above the
roof of the Brown store that the flames
did not communicate more rapiudly.

The Origia of The Fire

The origin of the fire is a matter of
speculation. It was at first thought
that some pedesirian had dropped a
cigaretie or cigar stump through the
grating in the sidewalk into the cellar,
but after a look at the premises it was
seen that such a theory was impossi-
ble. The back door of the csllar was
found open by the first parties to reach
the scene and the robbery and incen-
diary theory is advanced. Mr. Au
brey Walsh, a clerk in the sto.e,

remembers distinctly heving closed

he back door upon closing at
7 o'clock the evening before. It
is also thought that perhaps the fire
might have occurred from the heating
apparatus in the bassment. Oertain it
is that the basement was burning
fiercely from end to end before the fire
was discovered.
Distribution of lnsurasce.

The insurance agalnst the various
losses was held in agencies as follows:

A. D. Brown's stock—J. H Boat-
wright & Bon, $3,000; J. VanB. Mets,
$56500; Willard & Giles, $3,600;
Walker Taylor, $8,500; W. W. Hodges,
$4200. Tota!, $19,700.

Vollers' Building—Walker Taylor,
$1,000; Willard & Giles, $3.000; W
W. Hodges, $3.000. Total, $5,000

A. David OCompany stock—J H.
Bratwright & 8on, $4,500; J V.nB
M-iis, $4,500; Walker Taylor, $3,000;
Willard & Giles, $2,500 Total, $14,500.

David Buailding—Wasalker Taylor
$5,000.

MascRae Building—Walker Taylor,
$3.000; Willard & Giles, $8,500; J.
VaoB. Metis, $3,000; J. H Boatengh
& 300, $500. Total, $10,000

After the Pire, What ?

Capt. A. D. Brown has moved into
the old Murchison National Baok
building, 118 Norih Front sireel, and
will remain there settling up and ad-
justing everything until arrangements
can be made for reopeaning the store
by the purchase of a new stock The
sife was being removed from the
ruios Lo the new location last nighi

Pending an adjustmeat of their
losses the A. David Compaany is clossd
snd headquarters have been opened
in the same building with the Atlan-
tic Trust and Banking Co, on Prio-
cess sirest. Mr, A. Dawvid, president
of the company, and Mr. E E David,
of whe firm, were in New York at the

for yesterday by Mr. L. Biein, secre-
tary and treasurer of the company.
A Fireman Injured.

While engaged in keeping a hose
playing on the ruins yesterday morn-
ing about 7 o'clock, Foreman Louis
Freimath, of Hose Company No. 8,
and Engineer T. B. Jackson, of]Eagine
Oompany No. 1, fell through from the
sidewalk to the basement. The latter
had his left hand severely eut by
broken glass. He was removed to a
drug store, and later sent in one of the
hose wagons to the hospital, where
Dr. Joseph Akerman took several
stitohes in the wound. Engineer Jack
son was able to be out yesterday af-
ternoon.

— D E——————

DR. BLACKWELL TO CLERKS

Letier of Appreciation to Yomeg Mes of
Atlastic Coast Lise Olfices.

To each and every one of the one
bundred and forty-six young men em-
ployed as clerks by the Atlantic Coast
Line in this city, who signed the pe-
tition asking him to remain in the city
as pastor of the Firast Baptist church
and not to accept the call 1o Norfolk,
Dr. Calvin B. Blackwell yesierday sent
& type-written copy of sthe following
very beautiful expression of apprecia-
tioo:

"My Dear Sir and Friend,
“fFrom one hundred snd |
gentiemen in the A.O. L. offices I bave
received a heart-touchiog token of ap-
preciation in the form of a request to
contione my ministry of the Word in
Wilmington.
“Taois kindly act to which you per-
sonally contributed by your signsture,
reveals to me what I already believed
in, the noble heartedness of the men
who compose the clerical department
ofthe A O. L.
“I ioterpret this beautiful incident,
one that I shall ever tiressure in my
owa heart, as & sign of your personal
appreciation of and reverence for the
religion of the Master of whom Iaw
bat an humble ambassador,
““As one who counts men above
moaoey and estimates his real riches in
his friends, whom chaoce and change
can never harm, I count myself most
fortuoste in holding sueh a large
block of “‘preferred,” gilt edge A, O
L. stock.
“whether [ am able, in the light of
God’s guidancs to comply witn your
request or o', be assured I nave al-
ready given you from tim» to time of
my heart's best, and I shall hold ¢sch
of you in my prayers before the throne
of Him who directs our paths,
Signed, “CALVIN B. BLACKWELL,
“Wilmington, N. O. Feb. 10, 1808’
——— E————
Naval Stores

Naval stores men are of the opinion
tbat the high water mark bhas been
reached in spirits turpentine, though
no reaction is looked for before April
at least. The demand is good and
stock is searce. Yesterday’s receipts
at Wilmington were the largest, how-
ever, of any day in several moniths—
92 ocasks. The quotations at Wil-
miogton and BSavanosah have re-
mained unchanged for two days at 6§
cenits. The receipts of tar here yester-
day were perhaps the heaviest of any
one day in ten years—1,148 barrels
The price remains ynchanged at $1.65,
with good demand.
— A —
Retter Than Gold.

“I was troubled for several years
with chronie indigestion and nervous
debiliry,” writes F, J. Greer, of Lan-
casier, N. H. *'No remedy helgedm
unul‘l began using Electrie Bitters,
which did me more good thao all the
medicine I ever used, They have also
kept my wife in excellent health for

ears, BShe says Eleciric Bitters are
ust splendid for female troublea; that
they are & grand tovie and invigorator
for weak, run-down womar, No other
medicine can take its place iv our fam-
jl{."u Try them.ugnlby,%einb. Bal-
isfaction guaran BELLA-
MY, druggist. i

——EY—————

Blue Island, I'l, Jan. 14, 190L
ELy Bros.:—I h:’ve used
your Oream Bailm 1 my family for
oine years and it has become m
family doctor for coids in the head.

use it freely on my childrea. I
Godsend to chlldn:. e SRR
Yours respecifully, J. EmMBALL. °

Messrs. ELy Bros :—I suffered
gresily with catarrh aud tried different
remedies without effeet. After u
one bottle of your Oream Balm
found relie! and I cancot praise too
bighly such a remedy.

Miss CORA WILLARD, Albany, N. Y ¢

womanhood,

time of the fire and were telegraphed |

e ———————
M= PENNYROYAL PILLS =2 iz

of menstruation.” They are “LIFE

aiding devel t
known remedy for wome: gy

becomes a 1. BO AIL. Sold
by dnuglt:"ﬁ )fon-s cnmcgfo%fcfwa. Ohio.

A Qolden Rule
of Agriculture:

Be good to your land and your
will be good. Plenty of oy

Potash

in the fertilizer spells quality | Q=
and quantity in the hare, ol (Sifs

L
CRUELTYTO CONVICTS
Investigation of Alleged 'nhuman

Treatmeat to Prisoners in
Mitchell County,

THE REPOR!S OVERDRAWN.

So Says Chairman Mortos, of the Legle-
lative Commitice —Witoesses Who
Testified s arion Tucsday,
Now in Raleigh —Notes,

[Special Star Telegram.)

RawkigE N O, Feb 11.- Ohair-
man Morion, of the House Commit-
tee on Penal Iastitutions, who is =
member of the special committee to
Investigate charges of cruelty to peni
tentiary convicts at Marion, said to-
night that the commities regards the
report of the investigalion published
this morning, especially those in the
Charlotte and Raleigh papers, as very
much overdrawn. Parts of the testl-
mony to counteract the sensational
charges were omitted, thereby making
an unfair showing for the prison au-
thorities.

The committee returned to Raleigh
from their investigating trip this after-
noon and will hear further testimony
0 witnesses in defence of the peniten-
tiary santhorities at the prison here
Friday. '

The special comm:lies at Marion
Tuesdav heard 8 number of witresses
and adjourned to meet in R.leign,
One of ine reporis slleged by Chaire
msn Morton 1o be overdrawn is as fol-
lows:

J. O L Bird. wno brought the
charges placed the men on the stand
who testified that thesbuckled convicts
were marched twenty-s'x miles over
a road which was on an average five
inches deep in mud, that some of the
men loat their shoes; that when they
could not go on Lhey were cursed by
guards, and that sick men were cursed
for groaning; that the men reached
Marion about 8 o’clock, were placrd on
cars, aud were not taken o 1f unul day
lhight of tae tuird day., [t was stated
Lhat there were twn very sick men 1
tbe lot whea the squad rrached Ms
rioo, and it was thuugbt that ove of
them was dead. Nearly »li the others
were very much exnausted

Ia rebaual, Prison Buperintendent
J B. Mann read copies of orders to
show that he was not rrspoopsible for
any mistreaiment of the mep, and Bu-
pervisor Lashley who had personal
charge of the movemen:, declared
that he saw no evidence of cruelly 1o
convicis, and the march waes DOl an
unusus] one, The result of the hesr-
fog io s-me maasure rslablish d the
charges witl out fixing Lhe re:pousi-
bility. Evidence was also submitted
showing that on previous occasions
sick convicts had been sliowed 0 fall
fo tne mud and lie in the reiu at the
depot h-re. Buperintendent Menn ssid
ne thought this was & mistag~ on Lhe

purt of the witness,
e

THE FOWLER «U~REN.Y BILL

Persomal Letter to Lhamber of Commerce

from *w'nor of the Measare,

The resoluvons reoently drswo by
—Mr J. Allen Taylor in regsrd to the
Fowler Currency Bill and adopird by
the Wi'mington Obhamver of Com
merce have attracted much favorable
attention in commercisl circles here
and elsewhere, Hon. Obharles N.
Fowler, author of th~ bill, to whom a
ocopy of the resolutivns with Lhe sup-
plementary stateme«nt of facts, were re
cently sent by the Chamber of Com-
merce, yesterday wrole as follows t0
Becretary Jumes Eyle:

“James Kyle. Esq., Secretary, Wil-

mington, N C.

“My DEai SIR:—Please accept my
sincere thanks for i1he resolutions of
the Wilmingiwon Obamber of Com-
merce, reialive to the new currency
bill,

*‘Under another cover, ] send you a
copy of the Uongressional Directory,
containing a lit of the members of
Coagress; and ] shall be greatly obiig-
ed if you will send a copy of thess
resolutions 1o every Representafive
and Benator, as I regard such action on
the part of s0 representative a body as
most significant and beneficial.

“Toanking you again for your cour-
tesy. and especialiy for the great work
the Wilmington Ohamber of Qom-
merce 18 doing for the cause of fivan-
ol and currency reform,; I remain,
my dear sir,

rec trulv yours,
" N FowLEr”
—— - ——

— Fayetteville Ubserver: Beveral
young boys, while drunk Bunday
night, cat the electric light wires in &
certain bouse in this city, and earried
off the bulbs, It cost one of them six
dollars, who submitied before tihe
Mayor Tuesday mornivg.

Escaped an Awfal PFate,

Mr. H. Haggins, of Melbourne, Fls.,
writes, “‘My d told we I bad Con-
sumpti)n and nothing could be done
for me, I was given up to die. The
offer of a free trial bottle of Dr, King's
New Discovery for Consumption in-
duced me to try it. Resul's were start-
ling. I am now on the rosd 10 recov-
+ry, aod owe all to Dr. King’s New
Discovery, It surely saved my life.”
This great cure Is gusranteed for sll
Throat and Lung disesses by R. Rd
mlt d'“ll“- Price 50c .an
$1.00. Trial bottles free. t

or and banish ‘‘pains
SAVERB‘;’ ttgdgirls;t

Organs an 5 o
Bq;’nll them. Cannot do hsr{;:—life

W.§C SHEPARD, Jxr., Wilmington
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