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OUR SUPREMACY IN COTTON.

The STAR a few days ago men-
tioned that the great conflicts be-
tween nations in modern times are
brought about by the competition for
trade supremacy. The commercial
gpiritof civilized nations is brought
about by the necessity of giving re-
mnnerative employment to the peo-
ple and also to provide compensatory
investment for capital. As long
a8 there is labor and as long as there
s capital this competition between
nations will go on.

For humanity’s sake wars wounld
probably disappear from the earth in
this enlightened age, but when na-
tiona believe that their life and
preservation depends on trade there
will be fighting—pretty much on
the same principle that dogs fight
over a toothsome bone This new
cause for war also assumes a serious
aspect for all the leading natlons
of the world, and the little lones as
well, for they are the bones of con-
tention, Formerly when two na-
tions went to war they were alone
concerned, but now these trade wars
Involve the interests of all and
when two nations go to war, the in-
ternational trade relations are such
that all peoples are affected. War
in Euarope or the Eaat puts up the
price of meat and grain produets in
America, causing poor people to pay
higher prices and enriching another
ciass, War Dbetween America
and any Earopean nation would af-
fect the food supply over there, and
as Europe is dependent on the
United States for cotton, such a
war would be disastrous to Europe
and particularly to the South.

At the present time the South
furnishes the principal supply of
cotton for the world, bat Great
Britain, Germany aud France see
the day that they cannot depend on
the South for their supply of raw
cotton, They are therefore exploit-
ing Africa and other portions of she
world to develop the cotton growing
industry, to free themselves from
dependency on America for their
cotton, and possibly to preserve
their cotton manufacturing indns-
tries from destruction by those of
America, which will sooner or later
have supremacy owing to their ad-
vantage in being in the country that
prodnces the raw supply. Germa-
ny’s war now going on in Southwest
Africa and Great Britain’s war on
the west coast are the result of trade
aggressions and more likely for se-
curing cotton-producing territory.

However, the New York Jour-
nal of Commerce and Commer-
cial Bullefin assures us that

‘‘our natural advantages in cotton,”
the United States will hold the su-
premacy both in the growing of cot-
ton and its manufacture. That able
paper, in its issue of January 19th.
Bays:

i'ne great colton manufacluring dis-
trivci of Eogland ie 10 & peculiar posl-
~%oua of dependence, It was stated at
tha recent metiong of manufaciurers
al Manchester that the mills of Lan-
cashire represented wcapital £100,000,
000 and an annusl product ot £90,000,-
000, of which £70,000,000 was export-
ed. An important psrtof the export
is 10 India, which is =& collon produc-
io¢ couniry and has made a begioning

o! manufacturing, for which ii has
demanded *‘protectlion.”

Andrew Caird, writiog to the Lon-
don Mail, says: ‘‘Lancashire depends
upon the cheapness of American cet-
ton for the bulk of iis great export lo
India. When the price of raw colton
goes beyond 8} peooe per pound it is
difficult to sell the finished article at a
price which the natives of India can
afford to pay.” This not only illus-
trates the hard position that Lanca-
sbire I8 In, but suggests the great
patural advaniage of the United States
for cotton manufaturing. We produce
in our Southern Biates, including in
that calegory Oklahoma and the In-
dian Territory, about 80 per cent. of
all the raw coltou used in the world.
Great Britain bas to import every
pound that she manufactures, taking
mont of it from thiscountry and trans-

portlng it in bulk three thousand miles
Then she must export by
far the larger part of the product, the
cheaper fabries going a et.ll greater
distance 10 Indis, China and Bouth
America, while some of the finer ones
come back here 1o be go!d in our mar-

and more.

. The preseni high price of colion is
not the only danger to the Lancashire
mills. The tendency of recent years
has been toward the bullding of mills
in our Bouthern States for manufactu-
ring the coarser and cheaper finished
:nu!-. while those of New England

ave bean working up to those of finer
quality. Itisa quﬂiul certainty that
use ao iocreasing proportion
of our supply of raw coiton, supply our

we shall
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own requirements for finished goods to
a growing exlenf, and, a reasonable
policy in foreign trade, more and more
encroach upon the markets which
Eogland has 80 long been accustomed
tosupply. Wehaveevaryadvantage in
theflc mpetition, fland it will be little
to our credit if we do not profit
by it. It is no wonder that the En

lish cotton manufacturers are lnl.r!a
anxious by the situation that con-
fronfs thew, which they are disposed
to attribate too much to mere specu-
Iation ‘!n tl:lomuw ;nl.l.erh‘; I:‘Il s‘;ae
present condition of supply and de-
mand the legitimate price is decidedly
above 8} pence a pound, and is likely
to remain so untll there is a consider-
able increase in the supply. It will
take time fo effcet that ase from
other sources than the United Btates,
and the result of experiments in
Africa and elsewhere is in much
doubt. Meantime our advantage is a
continuing one, but its benefit will
depend in no small degree upon a
lower Erloe. for we can manufaciure
only what there isaselling market for.

THE APPALACHIAN FOREST RE-
BERVE.
Georgla wants to butt in on the

proposed Appalachian forest re-
serve, the bill for which is now
pending in Congress. Originally it
was intended to reserve an extensive
tract in the western and mountain
portion of North Carolina, and if
the reservation includes portions of
North Carolina, South Carolina,Ten-
nessee and Georgis, all of which
States will probably want to figure
in it, the region in North Carolina
will be necessarily contracted as
compared with the scope of country
which the present bill contemplates.
Senator Overman, of this State, is
in charge of the bill and recently
secured a favorable report on it from
the committee.

Here is what the Atlanta Journal
of Tueaday says about it:

The beginning of forest reservation
by the government of the United
States is less than a dozen old.
Since the inning in 1892, millions
of acres in ifornia, Arizona, Oolo-
udokldaho. Montana and Washing-
ton, New Oregon, South Da-
kota and yoming have been re-
served, and we are face to face with
the fact that nothing has been done in
the Eastern or Bouthern Biates to pre-
serve the timber supply to our part of
the country.

A oational foresiry aystem was agi-
tated nearly thirty years ago, but it
wasnot until 1891 that the President
had suthority to set aside such lands
as are here mentioned.

In the years to come the destruction
of our timber will be sccounted al-
most akin to & crime. It has been
sheer vandalism in many of iis dis
tinguishing features, and the sooner
our people come to their senases the
better it will be for the entire country
in protecting the forest growth.

If a forest reserve should ever be es-
tablished in (he eastern section of the
federal union, it must embracs lznds
where Tennessee, North Carolina and
Georgla meet and join; and Georgia
has more Lo offer than any or all of
the three named In this connection.
There is a section which atill holds on
the soil the original primeval forest
growth. There are tracts of five hun-
dred acres that are kopown (o ex-
fst in a body where no clearings have
ever been made, in White county,
Georgis, and doubtless there are many
ibousapds of such acres in that broken
mountainous couniry. The timber is
fioe, and the commercial hard woods
of the Bouth Atlantic region must
soon be in great demand, as” the soft
woods of the West disappear.

Natfonal parks are different from
forest reserves. Korest reserves are
set aside for the protection of the tim-
and to protect the water sheds. Geor-
gian has an immense opporiunity In
this forest reserve policy. The land
can be purchssed by the government
at very small figures, and the value of
the timber, judiciously cut, would
meet all expenses many times over.

Says the Charlotte Chronicle of
Jan, 21st:

Col. H. O. Eccles, of this city, is one
of the most ent supporters of the
Appalachian Park bill in this section.
Col. Eccles is only waltling now for
the bill to be introduced in the lower
House of Congress when he expecis
to go to Washington to do what he
can {n favor of the bill.

It is not generally known, bui over
200,000 acres ol the land included in
the park survey belong to prominent
Oharlotteans. This land is a part of
the eatale of Dr. R. Y. McAden, and
Dr. J. H. McAdep, of this city, is
trustee of this vast tract, which would
become a part of the park if the bill

passes.

Ool. Eccles 1z of the opinion that-the
bili will be passed by Congress, it hav-
ing already passed \he Benale by a big
msjority. The secrelary of the Appa~
Iachian Park Association, Dr. Ambler,
ol Ashevllle, is sending out lilerature
on the subject, says Col. Eccles, and
the associaiion is doing all in ils power
to make the movement asuccess. The
amount of money is ten milllon dol-
lars and Col. Eccles believes that this
amount wlil be fortheoming. Only
two Senators have opposed the bill and
these have now come around all right.
Contrary to what might be expected
Col. Eccles says that many sand per-
haps a majority of the lumber men of
the Appalachian section favor the bill
a8 it would prevent the denndation
and final destruction of the forests.

If Columbia has anything that we
want she had better not ‘“rige as one

man” and stand there long enough
for us to ““touch” her.

next inning.

Panamanian revolutionists

a8 one man.”

he chooses.”

least found that out!

We left her
a little something and she ought to

be satisfied, or else we are liable to
make her hold up both paws in the

The associated press dispatches
tell us that on the morning of Jan-
uary 21stan earthquake shock was
felt all over the republic of Panama.
Probably it was the same seizemic
disturbance that occurred when the
“‘rose

So Rooseve!t now says. ‘‘Senator
Hanna has a perfect right to be-
come a candidate for President if
There is reason for
Hanna to feel an overpowering sense
of thankfulness that Teddy has at

RECORD -OF COURTS.

Negro Woman Before the Mayor
for Murderous Assault Upon
an Old Man.

KNOCKED DOWN AND ROBBED.

South Garelina «Soon’ Badly Slashed by
Anotber and Sent to Hospltal —Two
Others in an Affray—TYramp
Sallors In Smatody.

In the police court yesterday Bessle
Murphy, a young colored woman, was
charged with makinga desperate as-
sault with a club axe upon an old ne-
gro shoemaker mamed Noah Williamos,
who appeared with his head bandaged
up as the result of a very severe gash
in the scalp from the blade of the
wespon, which was produced in court.

published. The old man lived alone
snd while cobbling before the fire in
his house, mear Ninth and Grace
sireets, Tuesday night, the Murphy
womsan came in and asked for some-
thing with which to drivea tack out
of her shoe. The old man gave
her something In response to ber re-
quest and after driving the tack out
on the hearth, the woman asked the
old man for some money. The old
man replied that he had none and
wenl on with hls cobbling. The wo-
man, stepped behind bim and the old
man unconscious of any danger, said
the next thing he knew women were
tielng up his head. One witneas tesil-
fled that the axe was lying in s
pool of blood on the floor and the
old man was unconscious in his
chair when she eame ipn. The
old shoemaker’s pockets had been
robbed of $1.05. A colored woman
with whom the Murpby girl lived
was introduced {o prove an alibi for
the defendant, but the witness proved
a fioe one for the Btate. She sald
Bessie Murphy said she was going off
to get some money to buy something
to eat, and that she went off and
came back with $1.05—the amount
stolen from the old man. The as-
sault occurred while the woman was
absent from her home. The defend-
ant siill contended, however, that she
was at home when Williams was
clubbed, and sald the old man was
mad with her because she wouldn’t
marry him. The Mayor held the wo-
man for the Buperior Oouri in default
of $100 bond.
Negro Slashed Amother.
Bhed Hines, a young negro who
says he came from Sumter, 8. O., and
has been employed for some time ai
the Armour Ferdilizar Works, was
badly slashed on the left arm late yes-
terday afterncon by Dave Macone,
colored, who is employed at Cape Fear
Jlumbermill,near which thecutting took
place. The cause of the affair could
not be ascertained. A warrant was
issued by Justice Fowler forthe arrest
of Macon and Hines went to the City
Hall, where he was examined by Dr.
Harper and sent to the hospital in the
patrol wagon. He bad a gash about
eight Inches long and an inch
and a half deep on the arm near
the shoulder, The main artery
barely missed having been sev-
ered. The police last night arrested
John Young and Andrew McLean,
both colored, who are charged with
the culting of Hines, though Hines
says Macon was the man who did the
slashing. Hines was under the in-
fluence of liquor when the trouble oc-
curred, and the police say they have
the right parties, notwithstianding the
statements of the wounded mnegro,
who was disposed {o assume an air of
mystery about the affair when he was
taken to the hospital.
Smashed in the Head.
Kim Hamilton, an old, one-legged
colored man employed at the Cham-
pion Compress, got too muech liquor
aboard yesterday afternoon and was
making a nuisance o! himself in the
viciniiy of Becond and Princess sireets.
He at length got so bold as to sirike
Joseph Tale, a youog mnegro, with
a cane which he carried. Tate carried
an umbrella and in retaliation smash-
ed the old ‘‘soak" over the head with
it, laying bis scalp open. Deputy
Bheriff Howe saw Lhe occursnce and
carried them both before Justice Fowl-
er, who required of each a bond of
$25 for their appearance in his court
to morrow morniog at 10 o'clock to
apswer charges of assaulf and battery.
Suspicious Sallors,

Two sailors who applied for lodging
at the police station before day yester-
day morning are held for furiher ad-
vices. The men said they came from
Norfolk, but their actions were rather
suspicious and it was decided best to
detain them a while.

A, €, b, Pension System,

Florence Times: “MajorJ. J. Lueas,
of Bociety Hill, was in the ciiy this
morning going home from New York

where he attended a meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Atlantic
Coast Line., Msajor Lucas said that the
pension scheme which was considered
at & recent meeting was adopted. It
appiles to Ger:p!oyu o'! tl;ae e:::d
D over years of a
g? l’an years service with the Coast
Line or with any other system which
the Coast Line has acquired coatrol
of. Beyond tbis matter Major Lucas
gald thers was nothing else of interest
to the public considered at the meet-
fog.”
e i RE————————

Much Game ia Onslow,

Mr. L. M. Bandlin, of this city, re-
turned yesierday from a visit to a
friend in Onslow county., Mr. Sand-
lin spent much {ime in nunting, and
brought home as a result of his sport
in the field, 150 birds, 50 squirrels, 6
duck and 6 coons. The game was dis-

played near Front sireet market yes-

“The facts of the case have been niready |

810 FIRE AT LOUISBURG, N. 8.

Town [hreatened With Destruction —S.
A. b, Collision Near Henderson,
[Special Star Telegram.)
BavreieH, N. C., Jan. 23.—The Bs-
leigh fire department was telegraphed
early this morning to come with ap-
paratus to Loulsburg, where fire broke

out at 3 o’'clock. However, before the
apparatus was gotten on the train, an-
othtr telegram was received that the
fire was under control. Reports from
Louisburg are that $20, was
done.. The losses, with few excep-
tions, were covered by insurance.
Two and one frame store build-
ings were dutroeodod, J. W. Ponton
and Mrs. Ay being the ownera
Others were also damaged. The mer-
chants who suffered were: Dellz &
Co., Bwilt & Co., J. W. King, Odam
& Co., W. B. Hale, Huges & Preston
snd W. H. Harrls. Much of their
damage was from water and moving
goods. Thelecourt house caught saveral
times as did Riverside warehouse and
other buildings, but the fire was ex-
lizguished before damage was done.
It looked at one time like all the busi-
ness seclion of the town would go.
Two freight trains north and south-
bound from Raleigh and Richmond
collided early this morning just be-
yood Henderson. Both engines were
badly damsged. Eight cars were
wrecked so the track was blocked until
noon. The Beaboard (rains went
around by Selma over the A. O. L.
and Soutbern (racks during the
blockade. Enginesr Will Reid, of the
norithbound train, was very badly
scalded and bruised, No one else was
injured.

e R ST - - -

TRIPLE CHARGE OF MURDER.

Desperate Negro Arrested Near Ralelgh
Yesterdsy—Swliit & Co Demesticate,

[Special Star Telegram.]
RauEigr, N. ., Jan. 23.—Will
Adams, a negro, was arresied and held
by the coroner’s jury to-day for the
murder of Mary Bridgere, colored, and
her two children at their home twelve
miles from Raleigh last evening as
was told of in yesterday's Associated
Press dispaiches. Evidence before the
jury was that Adams was seen at the
Bridgers house during the afiernoon
although he stouily denied being there,
There is also other elrcumstantial evi-
dence. When a posse went (o his
house he refused to open the door, and
several volleys were fired sn at win-
dows. He foughf llke a tiger when
the door was broken open.

Bwint & Oom;an:. meat packers, of
Ohicago, capital $100,000, domesticat-
ed to-day for the purpose of establish-
ing a branch office in Wilmington in
charge of A, C. Landes. L. F. Bwirt
is president and D. E. Hartwell, sec-
retary, of the general company.

- —

Register to Meet His Doom,

Jabel Regisler, the notorious erim-
inal of Columbus eounty, sentenced
to hang on Feb. 25th for the murder
of Jim Staley, and !Jesse Boles, was
taken to Whiteville on the & o'clock
train Friday morning by BSheriff
Buller. Register will lay in jail there
untiil the date of his execution when
the hauging will be condueled private-
ly. Pelilions askiog the Governor fo
commute his sentesce (o life imprison-
ment are being cireculsted in Colum-
bus as well as counter pstitions askiong
that the judgment of the court be not
changed. Oone of the petitions in
Register’s behalf is being circulated by
his sister,

——————— R ERe——
Hasdsome haw Uffices,

Messrs. Russell & Gore have fitted
up a handsome private office adjoining
their general consullaton rooms in the
Allen building. The celling is of dee-
orated canvas; the wallsare handsome-
ly frescoed with oak trimming, while
the floor is of beautiful rift sawed
North Carolina pine in natural colors.
The famous Wernicker elastic book
cases are used In the room and every
olher convenience known fo the man-
ufacturers of office supplies is em-
ployed. The offices of Messrs. Russsll
& Gore in Lheir entirety areamong the
very best equipped in the Siate.

Negro Killed at Floreace.

Before day yesterday morning Wil-
lie Mick, a negro shifling engine
helper, was instantly killed on the
A. C. L. yards at Florence by belng
buried under an avalanche of coal
from one of the rallroad chutes, The
¢o3! had been clogged in the chute
and the negro had gone up on the
frame work fo loosen ii. The heavy
bulk gave way all at once and the
negro was burled under it.

——— A —:
New Line of Steamers,

It is reported on good authority that
upon a guaraniee of tonnage by Oo-
lumbia business men, Mr. T. D. Love,
of this eity, will next montih begin the
operatlon of a steamer line between
Georgetown, B. U.. aud Columbls, on
the Bantes ard Congaree rivers.
Either the ‘‘Highlander” or “Ta,
Heel,” it is sald will go to the new line
and will be operated in comnection
with the Ciyde Bteamahip Co.

—————l - E——————
Died at Age of 1157

Emanuel Solomon, aa old colored
man for many yeers employed at
Ohrist’s bakery back of which he lived,
died yeslerday and his age is given as
115 years on the death certificate. The
remains were sent yesterday afiernoon
to Beott’s Hill for interment accom-
panied by his son, who said his own
age was 72 and he was the youngest
of the famlily of the old man’s chil-
dren.

Teacher Resigned,

Rev.J. D. Bowen, teacher of Acorn
Branch school, Distriet No. 5, on yes-
terday tendered his resignation fo
Bupt. Oatlett and will return home.
The action of Mr. Bowen was not ex-
pected and the result of his resignation
will be that the echool will be without
a teacher until Supt. Oatleit can em-
ploy another. There were 26 pupils

terday and atiracted much attentiom.

FIRE IN A COLLEGE.

Dormitory aud Other Buildings
Burned at State Normal in
Greensboro Yesterday.

rsrunEN'l‘s BARELY ESCAPED.

Will be No laterruplion of Work for the
Yerm—President Mclver Isimes @
Statement—Kind Offers of As-
sistance by Many,

-

[Special Star Telegram.)
GrEENsBORO, N.O., Jan. 2L—Fire
broke out the in kitchen of the State
Normal Qollege here this morning at
& quarier to four o’clock and destroyed
the main dormitory with laundry,
boiier room and kilchen. All the
_.lrll escaped with their lives, but most
of themm iost Lheir personal effects. The
loss is about $75,000, not half of which
jscovered by fusurance. The college
has closed down until Monday when
work will be resumed. '

The students are belog taken care of
in the hotels and private homes, more
thau 3 huodred more homes than
were needed being offered.

State Treasurer Lscy and Btste SBu-
pe:inlendent Joyoner are here and
Governor Aycock will come lo-mor-
ro« wheu a meeting of the board of
directors will be held looking to the
ereclion of a modern dormilory by
next Fall. The studenls’ bullding,
practice and observation school will
be converied into dormitories for the
Bpring term. Oaly twenty-four of
the siudents went home. Citizens here
are raising a fund to aid destitute stu-
dents, over a thousand dollars baving
already been subscribed. President
MclIver says ithe disaster ia a serious
one but not a circumstance to the
typhoid fever epidemic of a few years
ago. Rejolcing is great that no loss
of life resulted. Dr. Mclver this after-
noon issued the following statement
to the public.

““The main dormitory of the Biale
Normal and Indusirial College was

No student was Injured in any way,
though a number of them lost their
trunks and all their clothing. The
citizens of Greensboro have opened
their homes to the students and com-
fortable temporary arrangements have
been made. .

““There will be no suspension of the
college. The siudenmts have shown
perfect self-poassesalon, and there has
been at no time anyining bordering
upon a panic. The three other dor-
miiorles, together with (he temporary
equipment of rooms in the main col-
legs building, the studenis’ building
aed the Curry bullding, will enable
the college to continue its work for the
present. In two or thres weeks some
permanent and beiter arrangement

can be made.”

(By Associated Prese.|

CHARLOTTE, N. O., Jan. 21.—Fire
which broke out in the kitchen about
five o'clock this morning, destroyed
lhe maln dormitory, the kiichen and
ulnlnrmm and laundry and boiler
buildings of the State Normal College
for girls.at Greensboro. There were
about three hundred students in the
burned dormitory and all esecaped
without injary.

Some of the students, however, had
exceedingly narrow escapes. Two
young ladles were awakened only
when the flames had reached their
room andé in their fright they were
barely prevented from jumping from
the ‘window. Over one hundred
of the studenis lost all their cloih-
ing. Much praise has been
stowed upon the watchman for the
manner he went about the waking of
the studenis and thus preventing any-
ot $70,000. wwith- 35,000 toeu-
ma w 7 nsu-

The building is the property
of the Siate, and had been in use only
a few years,

The students were well cared for by
cltizens of Greensboro and the banks
of the town tendered each a loan of
$100 to 1eplenish their wardro
while the Bouthern rallway offe
free transporiation to any who desired
to go home. Bﬁ:lu exercises will
be resumed not later than Monday
next.

Mrs, Hoed’s Magazine Work,

Charlotte Chronicle: *“'The Mill
News, of Charlotte, has recently been
very greatly improved and is now one
of the neatest publications received at

this office. One of its features Is a
woman's depariment, conducted by
Mra, Liseite Olayton Hood. Bhelsa
ifted -woman, whose literary career

an in Wilmington .in 1875, on a
monthly wmagazine. . Hood's
style is simple, but very earnest and
forceful, and her depariment, we feel
sure, will be an altractive feafiure of
the Mill News.” [Mra, Hood i a
daughter of the Rav. Dr. G. D. Bern-
heim, of this city.]

Rolled OHf t{he Feader.

A negro was scooped up on the fen-
der ol car No, 20, of the street rail-
way line, nearly opposite The Orton
last night. The man was rolled over
and over and finally pliched off {0 one
sideof the track unhurt. A number
of people sa# the accident and hur-
ried to the man, thinking he had been
severely injured or killed, but he
jumped up and exclaimed that he was
not huri and told the molorman fo go
ahead. However, it was a narrow eas-
cape and, in the opinion of bystand-
ers, the fender saved his life.

<

Yook His Groceries Away.

C. H. Simpson, a eolored fisherman
who lives on Beventh, between Ann
and Nun sireets, complained last night
that he had been robbed of a basket of
groceries at Front and Orange sireets.
He was taking the groceries home
about 9:30 o’clock and put the baaket
on the sidewalk while he rested a mo-
ment. He sald two well-dressed white
men came along, took the provisions
and threatened to harm bim if he said

in attendance in thst Jistriet.

anything about it.

buraed this morning about 4 o'clock. |
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STILL RIGHT AFTER THEM.

Shamber of Commerce Again lavokes Aid

of Corporation Commission fa Strug.
gle With Sesboard —Address

The following letter to the shippers
of the Chamber of Commerce has been
drawn by President J. A. Taylor and
s copy of the same was mailed yester-
day to each member of the body in-
terested. The leiter {s sel! explanz-
tory:

WismisaToR, N, 0., Jan, 23.
To Members:
B. A, L. Bervice.

The Seaboard Air Line's new man-
agement have shown their hand. You
will recall that the 8. A. L. lssued s
circular in November discontinuing
flag siations between Wilmington and
Hamlet, and that this Chamber car-
ried the matter to the corporation com-
mission and had the stations restored.
Invesiigatlion disclosed that the 8. A.
L. had without warrant or color of
law discontinued these siations, and
the prompt aciilon of the eorporstion
commission in the premises was sup-
posed to, have definilely settled the
matier; but in this supposition we
bave been woefully disappointed, and
the purpose of this railway system to
disregard its public obligations in di-
rect defiance of law has been made
manifest by the issuance of a circuler
without authority of law and to which
publicity was never given, under date
of Janusry 8ib, effective January 18:h
discontinuinog all the stations, with the
possible sxcepiion of omne, resiored by
the order of, the corporation commis-
sion. The matter has again been car-
ried to the commission.

It is the purpose of lhis letler not
only lo advise you of Lhe situalion,
but to suggest that the Wilmington
shippers tender shipments, in the reg-
ular course of business, for these abol-
ished stations, and in the event that
they are refused, to require the agent
to endorse across the face of the bill of
lading, over his signature as agent,
formal notice of refusal. The law
cannot be violsted with Impunity,
and iis infraction subjeets the offend-

io iy to penaliy,
!‘gi.:dhnmlnr will prosecute all in-

fractions of the law if shippers, acting
on the suggestion herein, will procure
the evidence of refusal of thipments.
We would indeed prove ourselves
simple to expect any relief other than
by force. The B. A, L. has given un-
mistakable evidence of its purpose to
ignore the just needs and business re~
quirements of this city, and the puklic
is not powerless to gain redress if ils
rights are vigorously asserted.

You are earnestly requested to sup-
port, by your individual actions, this
Chamber in its efforis to safeguard
the public welfare.

Yours respectfully,
J. A. TAYLOR, President,
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VERDICT NOT GUILTY.

N'rs. Bechtel Acqultted of the Charge of
Beiog an Accessory, After the Fact
to the Marder of Her Danghter.

By Telegraph to the Morning Star.

ALLERTOWN, PA,, Jav. 28.—Mrs,
Catherine Bechte), the aged mother of
Mabel Bechtel, who was foand mur-
dered last Ociober, was io-day acquit-
ted of thecharge of being an accessory
to the murder after the fact, Her
trial occupled nine days and the jury
deliberated one hour before rendering
the verdict of not guilty, The gray-
haired defendant received the news of
her acquittal with tears and expres-
sions of joy. Bhe was Immediately
released from custody and went to
her home, accompanied by her sons,
John and Charles, who are under in-
diclment on a similarcharge, but their
trials have been posiponed until the
April term of court. Former Mayor
Schaadt, counsel for Mrs. Bechtel,
says he has Instituted an investigation
by which he hopes to clear up the
mystery surrounding the murder of
the young woman.

Alois Eckstein and David Waelsen-
berg, who were rivals forthe affection
of Mabel Bechtel, were both tried for
her murder, and bolh were scquitied.
Altorney Bchaadt made an eloquent
plea for the acquitial of the accused
woman and during his address di-
recily charged Eckstein with having a
gullty knowledge of the crime. Dis-
trict Attorney Lichtenwalner in his
address explained that the theory of
the Commonweallh was that Tom
Bechtel had killed his sister during a
quarrel and asseried that the evidence
adduced proved the claim. Judge
Trexler's charge consumed a half hour.
The speciators attempted to applaud
‘Thr: mdil ct but were checked by Judge

xler.
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POSTOFFICE ROBBED.

Safe Blown Open and Nearly Four Huge
dred Dollars Secured.
By Telegraph to the Moming Btar,
TrTusvILLE, FrLA,, Jan. 38.—Oracks-
men blew open the safe here early
this morning and took all the cash in
it, amounting to nearly $400. They
first went toa blacksmith shop and

secured a sledgahammer, crowbar
and other tools. They then broke
open the front door of Kline's dry
goods store and forced open the doors
of his safe. They secured only about
$20 in sllver, overlooking bills,
checks and postoffice orders. They
then went io the postoffice, where
they blew open the safe, wrecking it
completely and damaging the build-
ing. They escaped, but to-day two
O TS wih the ehbtey a4 browmt
w e robbery and broug
here and placed in jail.
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SUGGESSFULLY LAUNGHED.

Protected Sruiser Gharleston by Newporl
News Shipbailding Co.

By Telegraph to the Morning Btar.
NEwPORT NEwWs, VA, Jan. 28.—
The protecied cruise: Charleston was
successfully lasunched st the yards of
the Newport News Shipbuilding and
Drydock Company lo-dsy. A heavy
fog hung over the river and almost as
soon as the ship siruck the water she
was loat to the view of the several
thousand speciators. Miss Helen W,
Rheit, daughter of Mayor R. G. Khett,
of Obrleetnn, christened the vessel,
Advocate Gencral L-mly represented
the Navy Department. After the
launching the Newport News Com-
pany gave a !uncheon in honor of
the christenicg parly and prominent

guests,

TOEXTEND ITS LINES.

Long Distance Service ia Pros-
_pect Between Wilmington,
N.C., and Florence, S.C.

COLUMBUS TELEPHONE CO.

Property Comveyed by Recelver G. D.
Weeks to Joo, H. Gore, Esq., Yrus.
tee — Whiteville, Chadbourn
aod Others in Territory.

I.is learned from a rellable source
thst the American Telephone and
Telegraph Oo., will shortly extend its
Southern Bell long distance lines from
Wilmington to Florence, 8. 0., and
thal & party of prospectors are now on
the survey cf ite roule. Af Florence
the line will connect direcily with the
main line exlending SBouth and will
also give long distance service to ihe
immediale country between Wilming-
ton sopd Florence, including White-
ville, Ohadbourn, Fair Bluff, Marion,
Muilins and other territory now em-
braced by the re organized Columbus
Telephone QOompany, which has a
traffic agreement with the Bell Uom-
paoy. At present tbe long distance
service Bouth is given Wilmiogton
through Belma, N. 0., but the con-
necting link between Wilmingfon and
Florence now in prospect will make
communication direct.

A deed was execuled yesterday,
transferring from 0. D. Weeks, recel-
ver, to Jno. H. Gore, trustee for the
re-organized Columbus Telephone
Company, all the properiy of that
corporalion, the consideration being
£3,755. The lines of the company now
extend from Wilmington as far as
Council’s Btation and from Wilming-
ton lo Bouthporf. Upon completion
of the long distance lines between
Wilmington and Florence the terrl-
tory covered by the Columbus com-
pany will be accessible to =ll the mil-
lions of polnis covered by the big cor-
poration, A metallic line is now be-
ing built from Council’s Statlon to
Ohadbourp, a distance of abouat 35
miles, 80 as that territory may be in-
cluded in the traffic agreement reach-
ed about a year ago.
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THE ALABAMA GYGLONE,

Death List Amouats to Twenty-cight—Re-
lief Measures Taken,
By Telegraph to the Morning Btar,
TUSCALOOSA, ALA., Jan 23.—The
death of one of the victims injured in
the tornado which passed oyer Mound-

ville, Ala., yesterdsy has increased
the list of those killed in the storm to
thirty-eight, six whites and thirty-two
negroes, The dead man wasa white
farmer who lived four miles from
Moundville, whose name hss not yet
been learned.

The funerals of Robert Powers, of
Tuscalcosa, and Miss Nettie Farley,
ot Havans, were held to-day.

At the same time, twenty-five ne-
groes who died in the tornado were
buried. The number of wouunded is
estimated at sixty-five, of whom about
& dozen are expected to die.

Ten negroes are are also expected to
die from injuries. Rellef measures
are also being taken by citizens of
Tuscalooss, under the leadership of
General W. W. Brandon, adjutant

peral of Alabama. Six hundred dol-
ars was raised for the sufferers yeater-
dayafternoon,while the pupilafrom the
female seminary at Tuscaloosa went
to Moundville and served hot coffee to
the destitute and wounded. Telegrama
bave been sent from Birmiogham
offering assistance.
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RADIUM-BEARING EARTH.

Richest Deposit io the World Discovered
is Texas.
By Telegraph to the Morning Star.

AvusTiN, TEX.,, Jan. 28.—What is
claimed to be the richest radium-
bearing earth in the world has been
discovered in the Llano gold and coal
flelds, 115 miles north of this city.
Rumors of the discovery of earth
bearing a large per cent. of radium in
the Liano have been persistent for
some time, and to-day these rumors
were verified by the return of a party
of scientists who had visited the mines
to investigate the reports. ese gen-
tlemen state that the Llano earth will
produce & larger perceniage of radium
than that of any other known deposit.

e E————

NEGRO MURDERER CAPTURED.

Sharged With Killing & Mother and Her
Two Children.
By Telegraph to the Morning Btar,

Rawgige, N. O, Jan. 33.—Will
Adams, charged with the murder of
the negro woman Bridgers and her
two young children, was captured
early to-day. He was located in his
home and made a desperate resistance.
A posse fired into the windows and
were beginning fo break into the
house when Adams surrendered. He
was brought here this afternoon. It

is reported he has made a partial eon-
fession, acknowledging the orime.

—————m E R—
DYNAMITERS ARRESTED.

3
Sharged With Holdisg Up a Seaboard Alr

Llae Passesger Trals.
By Telegraph to the Morning Btar.

JAOESONVILLE, FrA., Jan. 33.—8.
A. Petty and M. Petty, charged with
holding up and dynamiting the Sea-
board Air Line passenger irain at
Sanderson on January 17th, have
been capiured. When arrested the
men had dynamite in their posses-
sion. They have been identified by
the engineer and baggagemaster. The
United Btates authoriiies will charge
them with firing into a mail coach
and jeopardizing the life of the mall
agent.

-

A movement for lhe ereciion of &
monument to the late General John
B. Gordon was begun st Atlania yes-
terday, when a committee {o be known

as the ceniral execulive commiltee
was appointed for the reesiving of
su ptiops toward a monument.

Bub-committees ars to be nppointed in

every Bouthern city.

— There iy’a case ¢f amall pox at
Monroe, and also ope Wadesboro.

— The Muaorgsfille Cotton Mil
in Meoklenbufi county, has declared
a l:mi-lnnnal dlﬂden& of 3 per
cent.

— 'The Harbinger, an ized

ed at Raleigh by

labor ;nbl:hh

Editor Pat McGowan, advocates the
nomination of Wm. R. Hearat for
President. <

— Lalisbury Sun: Major Sted-
man’s speech at Charlotte on the
toint anniversary celebration of the

irth of Lee and Jackson was a
model of ita kind.

— The novelist, Mrs, James M.
Tiernan  (Ohristian Reid) was
elected honorary president for life
bf the Salisbury Ohapter Daughters
of the Confederacy, Jau. 19th,

— Charlotte Chronicle: Col. Al
Fairbrother thinks the Raleigh dis-
pensary is too exacting in l
66§ per cent. profit on the liquor
sold, and the burden of proof is on
the dispensary.

~— Invitations have been issued
for the m e of Becretary of
State J, Bryan Grimes and Miss
Elizabeth Forrest Laughinghouse,
at home in Greenville, February
3rd, The bride is a sister of Col.
Grimes’ first wife,

— Raleigh Tymes: A gentleman
from the country was speaking to-
day of growing cotton and the grow-
ing prices of cotton, and said that

esterday he sold eight bales for
, and that just exactly six years
ago he sold eight bales of good cot-
ton for $160.25,

— Hon, James A. Bryan, of New-
bern, president of the Atlantic and
North Carolina Railroad, was in Ra-
leigh on Friday and secured a char-
ter for the Newbern Savings Bank,
which is to be organixed within the
next few days. The capital is to
be $100,000 authorized and #15,000
subscribed by J. A, Bryan, J. H.
Hickman and George H. Roberts.

Smithfield Herald: Mr, W. J.
Thorne, who lives in the southern
}"" of Oneal’sgownship, killed the
argest hog seén in that section in
many years, The hog weighed 1,-
065 pounds gross, and 803 after belng
dressed. The hog was 8 feet, 2 in-
ches long and 2 feet 2 inches across
the shoulders, The head alone weigh-
ed 56 pounds. Our reporter says the
hog looked more like a mmule lying
down than anything else.

— The Dispaich says that a party
of Lexington citizens killed 400 rob-
bins in the cane orakes along Ab-
bott’s creek, in Davidson county,
one night last week, More than
forty ns, says the Dispalchk,
were hunting robbine the same
night and it is believed tkat 5,000
of the birds were slaughtered in
that locality that night. The Satis-
bury papers report a similar slangh-
ter of robbins near that town.

~ Kinston Free Press: Mules and
cotton are always associated, in the
minds of people, and the present
high price of the staple meets with
sympathetic response from the mule
and the two are to-day higher in
price than they have been since the
war, says a local horse dealer, 7
W. D. LaRoque, who returned this
morning from purchasing stock in
Norfolk, tell the reporter that a car
load of mulez sold under the ham-
mer there yesterday for 190 a head,

— The Oxford Ledger, referring
to the burning of the seminary there
on Monday last, n{s: Mr. Wayne
Gooch, of Clarksville, Va., dreamed
that the Seminary was burned Sun-
day night, which worried him a
great deal Monday morning, 8o much
80 that he called Mr. R. Broughton
up over the ‘phone. He told him
of his dream and wanted to know if
it was 80, and while talking to Mr.
Broughton the alarm was given and
the cry rang up and down the streets
that the Seminary was on fire, and
Mr, Broughton sorrow[ully informed
Mr. Gooch that it was then burn-
ing. This is rather a peculiar coin-
cidence, to say the least of it.

— Raleigh correspondence of The
Oharlotte News: A peculiar case of
stolid impudence on the part of a

ner occured last evening when
ndge Brown in Wake. court or-
dered a sentence of four years for
Chas. Alexander for beating and
robbing a negro boy, leaving him un-
conscious to_almost freeze. When
the sentence was pronounced Alex«
ander asked the judge to please
make it five years. The order was
ohn;snd., Then & negro woman
stated that Alexander had threaten-
ed to kill her and other prosecuting
witnesses when he served his term.
So the judge made the sentence
soyen years. Can’t you even it ug?
asked Alexander. Yes, replied the
judge, Mr. Clerk make the sen-
tence ten years. Thank you, prompt-
ly answered the sullen negro.

— Raleigh Post: As far back as
1840 North Carolina had twenty-
five cotton mills with 47,000 spindles
and 700 looms, giving emgloyment
to 1,200 people. In 1870, five years
after the destructive war, while the
number of mills had increased to 33,
:l;ebnmber of 8 i&dle: had dm-

8000, and the looms
thou’gh the operators had lnal?onni
to 1,500, It would be interesting
to know where the 26 mills were lo--

cated in 1840, and where and where-
in the change indicated in the 1870
report occurred. In 1903 however
the number of mills has reached 275,
the number of spindles well up in
the millions, while the looms and
and operatives are up in the thous-
ands, upwards of 50,000 of the form-

4 er and more than that number of

the latter. And the growth in m!
machinery and operatives emplo
goes merrily on.

— The civil term of the Superior
Oourt which is to convene at Dur.”
ham to-morrow has on the docket
numerous damage suits in which the
total amount involved is $150,000.
Amo“:ﬁlthe cases, Mrzs., Mamie A.
N y sues the Seaboard Air
Line for $30,000 for the death of her
husband, who was a conductor om
that road. R. H. Olayton sues the
North Carolina (Southern) Rallroad
Company for $30,000 for the loss of
the leg of his son, David Olayton,on
account of an accident in the nhg;
at Spencer. W. H. Dixon sues

clty for $2,500, and E. W. Canady,
th?oolomi 1a ‘ er, sues the ol fd:‘
$3,500, both alleging injuries

ng into hotes in ti.e streets. Mrs,
Fannie Blalock suecs the Willard
Manufscturing Cow pmﬁﬁor uobono
for i j .ries to her son, Renben Bla-
lock. There are quite 8 number of
oases, from $1,000 to 83,000, most of
them agalnet corporstions.




