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THE BATTLES ON THE BENKNSULA
From the Richmond Dispatch of the 12th.

A cventleman who witnessed the fight near
\Vxll'laimburg on Monday informs us that our
force engaged amounted to six or eight thuusz'md
men. The battle lusted nine hours.  The First

There were several regiments drawn up in the deld in
rear of the scene of action as s reserve. They were
not, however, called upon to aid in the action.
driven the yankees back about two miles, captured
eight pieces of artillery, sevecal colors, a number of

tirely exhausted. wei to the skin, hungry. and altogether

Having !

fine hortes, and about 900 prisoners, our forces were |
withdrawn and marched to Williameburg almost en- |

FROM NEW UESL JANS.
In the New Orleans Evening Delta of Tlufrs-
' day, May 1st, we tind the following interesting

: facts: .

| The occupation of this city, now momentarily
expected by the U. S. forees, secures to thew the
control of the lives und property of 150,000 inhabi-

WAR NEWS.

Uccupation off Norfolk by the Federals—A
Great Paniec in the City~RicaMoND, May 12.
—We have important intelligence from Norfolk.
The evacuation of that city by our forces has now
been completed; but it appears that although the
work of evacuation has been in progress for a
week, the city was at last surprised.

On Saturday morning it was anncunced that
the enemy had lsnded in large force (it was said
10.000) ut Ocean View, and that their advance

. 3 o
was already near the suburbs of the city I'be
whole population of the eity was thrown into a

Itis

state of the greatest confusion and disway
suid that an attempt was made to hold the enemy
in check by a small portion of our artillery, while
the last of the stores were being removed and the
Navy-Yard was being fired.

As the last train, filled with frightened women

>

possible to bring-her up with the despatch re-|
quisite under the circumstances, the escape of |
her crew from the fast inclosing lines of the
enemy, who were already =t Pig’s Point, allowed -
no waste of time in her destruction.  Strict in-
quiry will doubtless be made into the cgnhiuutigx
of cireumstances that coustrained this painful
uecessity. So far aé tault shall be discuvcre‘d
any where, it must be rigorously pun (shed So
far us the result is due to thos. accidents which
make up so large u part of war, we must submit
with cquanimnity.

But as we are at present cireumstanced, the
loss of the Virginin need not disturh u much
Practically it is of small nmport; for we had al-
ready washed our hands of the water. 'The
{ closure of the James below Richmond, is all that
we were expecting of the Virginia. It may be
effected without her, pertectly and complately
We can imagine no deeper disgrace than will

1

snd children, passed over the Elizabeth viver the

! bridire over that strenm was blown up.

It is not known to what point our torces lately
evacuating Norfolk have fallen back; f')ut it
supposed that the bulk of them will be wichdrawu

is

(trom the south side of the James, and that im-

mediate weasures will be taken for the destruc-
tion of the Seaboard and Roauoke railroad, which
being built to the extent of many wmiles on lizes

cof piles through murshy  districts, may be de-

[

stroyed in such n way that the enemy cannot re-
pair its connections
[t 13 belteved that w1l of our troops, arms, amn

munition, quartermaster’s and commissary’s stores |

were safely removed.  But we regret to hear that
the Confederate loss at the Gosport Navy Yard
has been iwmense. An employee in the yard ever

since the war commenced, estimates the loss there |

at six miliions or move, A large quantity of’ very
valnable machinery, and some 200,000 worth of
copper have been lete to the enemy
buildings that could be destroyed, were fired and
consamed.  Some of thew heing fire proot, could
not be so destroyed.  The Dry Dock, one of the
most costly and perfect establishments of it_\' kiud,
probably in the world, was blown up. This Dock
s said to have cost $5,000,000, and required
several vears for its construction.
It is 2 watter of universal regret that the gun-
buats, which had just been completed and receiv-
{ their armament and stores, were burnt. These
suld casily hiave been carried to Richmond, pass-
ing to the mouth of James river under the pro-
tection of the Merrimae.  Four other gunbouts
i the stocks, and unfinished, were also consigned
to the flames.  The splendid transport Wan. el
den und a number of smalier steamers, tugs, etc
sre all burnt
Prrterssuna, May 12
zenee of the destruetion of the iron-clad Merrimace
yesterday morning, was brought to this city last
uight, by passenzers from Suffolk.  The news is
lmost ineredible—and we earnestly hope may
pre untrue It is stated that the vessel was
fire to on Naturday night, and the erew made
r esespe to Suftolk.  Yesterday morniug be-

w
The startling intelil

o

F

tw wid 8 o'cloek, the }xri«l- ot the Conted-
N:uvy was blown to atoms by the terrible
xploston of her wagazine,  Gentlemen who ene

p last night, state this ts be undoubtedly true,

inderstana that several of the Mer.

ul W =
T8 ewW  came uj This 1s L}u Iwust ui-
sant p 1 lz‘]ugrn we have yet beard
[he 0 nuac was Jooked upon as impregnable,
and as attirdi uple protection to James river
The NStur g ditelligenee Confirme -\t a
hour last h._’}‘[ we ascertained b(‘_vt.l'i ull
dou that the above intelligence is \'1‘!11“1_‘,’
rr 'l hiet pride and reliance of the
S ern Contederses, and the terror of the yan
ko vy, was blown ta atews yesterday morning
al d lock, by direction of the Confederate au-
thorities Does the history of the world furnish
i parali » this stupendaus piece of folly”  We
think not.  The Merrimae was provisioned for a

rew of 350 men twelve months, loaded with coal |

to her fullest capacity, carried the most powerlul
armament known to woedern warfare, and was per-
teetly invalnerable to the combined attacks ot the
whole vankee Heet.  What that fleet could not
h to do has been sceomplished hy the Conted-
(8 '.",- .I.;,xl o

ihe Richmond Buguirer of the 13th has gather
ed from a zentieman who was on board, the fol-
< pat the Vircinia's last days:

i Leen determined that the Virginia, atter
the evacuation of Nortolk, chould be broughtinto
the Jann
request | l'_\' LI
water side whitl
the pre mise

lowi ilars o

Tk

Huger to proteet him on the
he remained iu Noirtolk, with
that 20 hours’ notice ot the time of
the intended evacuation should be given. The
Virginia aecordingly lay at Sewell’s poiut.  The
treachiery of Byers, who carried over the Con-
federate tuw-boat A, C. White, to the cnemy, re-
vealed also the dismantled condition ot Norfolk,
and precipitated the coming of Wool's troops and
the departure of ours.  T'he evacuation was thus

| etteeted not only without the promised notice to

| had interposed.
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) f4 ‘ moutted wind lelt their horses in the rear—they moved u'“dl»(-‘:ln l,‘;r:t‘:‘l '0"“[‘\'}'.”2. b) M:;_]. (ren. Swmith, {insurance b‘oib,“““ I'he Augusta Ir!suruuce and
‘! e & lllll";:‘ll').,,:::;l;l.r':;“ly forward. = A good deal of mmmuni- | ooy g0 g i E )'. . 't “l"t "U,‘ OUI."_' that they | Bauking ( ‘”“'{"”") l}"‘}" above 31?.,0_00. Two
! _ amaged condition, owing to the continual cient service. ast experience shows | men were seriously iujured, one, it i3 thought
: jud rain, und many of the men whose gnus would not dis- | that the boys in this war have been amongst tane | mortally.
¢ : charge, threw thew swny und took the wenpons and

Superior cartridges and caps of the dea:
Iny wround. It would be diflieulr to
forwaunces of any regiwent without muking sn invidious
distinetion. Ay be.*red mogt gallautly, All of Loug-

-lre.ct.u division, A pP™ion of Siuur's cuvalry and six
Pieces of artlllery, wiationed

that are known by the writer

I yaukees that
wention the per-

in the redoudbts, are all
u8 engaged in the tight

most gallant soldiers — Petersburg Express

Salt.—A large number of wagons have gone
from this and adjoiring counties to the Salt
Works in Western Virgivia tor Salt, and we hear
of others leaving every day or two.

Salisbury Watchman

Speculation in Memphis. —Sugar has advane-
ed over ore hundred per cent. in Memphis with-
in the last few days. The Memphis Avalanche
wore than hints that the rise is caused by the
p;':?babi)ity that the Federalists will occupy Mem-
phis

Com. T'atnall, but hé was not aware of it unti} it
was completed .

Com. Tatoall now, at 7 o'clock on Saturday
evening, had to choose between two courses. The
one was to brave Fortress Monroe and the large
leet there, (including the Mouitor and other
iron-clads,) and attempt to enter York river—the
other was to earry out the purpose of entering
the James.

The latter still seemed the most eligible, and
was  determined upon.  Meanwhile, difficulties
The treachery of Byers had
caused the enemy to sead ganboats up the James
the same day.  They were also fully aware of the
intentions of the Virginia, and prepared to ob-
struct them.

The pilots required that the Virginia should
be lightened so as to reduce her draught from
22 feevto IN. At 11 o'clock on Suturday night
the crew set about this heavy work. The ship
was thereby raised out of the water so as to
expose her woodwork, her rudder and propeller.

POl | l ]
Hence her escape up the James req hat
she should make the trip that night. At this

condition of things the pilots interposed to say
that the westerly winds had so reduced the water
in the river, and such was the lowness of the
tide that they could not undertake to carry the
vessel up the Jawes. Why they reserved this
communication to such an hour needs expiana-
tion.

The condition of the ship was now sueh as to
render the other course at first entertained,
as an alternative, a simple folly. Nothing re-
waived in the judgment of her commander but
to destroy her.

At two o'clock on Saturday night, she was run
ashore near Craney Island, an
menced debarking in two swall boats. At three
they were all on land, and commenced their
mareh to Suffolk. On leaving they fired the
Virginia. At five she blew up with a tremen-
dous explosion. The crew bent their course
towards Nuffolk, 22 wiles distant, which point
they reached on Sunday afternoon. of’
them have arrived in our city.

The Virginia was provisioned tor one month; |
and but for the course induced by the pilots,
might have remained longer afioat, and taken the
chances ot cscaping or hewing her way through
the ecnemy’s fleet.  But the offer to take her up
the Jamen if the draught were reduced to 1%
feet, caused the virtual dismantling ot the ship
for all purposes; and when it was then declared

Some

All the |

Com. Tatnall, her ¢oHmmander, was |

overtake our engineers and our authorities wen-
'l‘]n-. beopie are re

Y

|
it.‘l‘..l”_\', if they fail in thi Th ;
"to bestow their labor in unlimited wmonnt at the
call of government. A narrow, crooked stream
[ with high banks, affords admirable opportunity
{ for the cuwployment of obstruetions, 'u:fl't'cr.n»:.
sharpshocters, eic. Lot the fate of the V irginin
Laive reueweld energy to the pr--;-uAr:xlirms w}nrl;
are still progressing, and the loss will be repaired
The Petershurg Fxpress suys, it was determin-
ed to destroy her. and steps were immediate!y
taken to consummate the deed.  Her roof, aleady
covered with tallow and other futty matter, was
saturated with oil, and her decks also received
.r)pinun suppi_‘y‘ of the same wat rial Her \s
numbering 350, were then safcly dizsembarked 1
| cruall boats, and ten men detailed o apply the
torch.  This was accomplished by laying s
!trains of powder from cach port to various part

of the ship, which upou being lgnit speedily
| enveloped the noble vessel 1n a sheet of Han
| The waters were brilliantly illaminated tor miles

but not a boat’'s erew from any e e
| vessels dared approach the burninge nass to ex-

| tinguish the fire and sceure the priz She con
tinued to burn until 4 o'elock, when the fi
reached her macazine and causcd an 1on
which shook the earth at Suffolk, 52 miles distaut
and sent her encrmous guns and nine hundr
tons of iron plating fliyving iu th a height
ot three or four hundred teet
“The }»?‘ue s, lw“mw] 1O 4 Cot ryr IL Wil
told, presented an awful but magnificent sighe.
A mowent or two more, the Aying tragments i
into the water, and all that remaine:d the u
formidable war vessel ever constru o, was her
charred and Lurning hua We cun w
the fiendish delizht with whieh our <
chueckic 1 over this annihilation of what had
to them a “rod of terror,” since the Hth of Mar
lust, and how soundiy Gen. Waol must have sient
for the first time since the terrivle hav H t
wemorable day
loatest we Poris We hav t
yenee fr u Portsmouth as iate as Sunday 10 a
ui.  Up to that howr our intormant staces, T
Confederate flaos we Aving a r tl
but that the wridir i er was nowhere t
scen. Al wotton and paval stores ry
deseription, wer arnt, und th W
},:x(‘l «13-#'}' 1t reach of the invad IN| k
ing the ends from the hexes, and piten 3
into the Elizabet! T'he ple raily s
mitted to this executl ™ S GF
ders without s murinu We hear it o1
two instanees where ohjection was i, a
in these the Pr st Mars Aly s 1n
¢ ters by the aid ot an armed for [ !
tion of th .\al‘_\ Yard a an: t
cluding stores, thuber, wi I
We ure again s-sured ieely ST
' that nothi of value 1« ic @ Taster
or Comtissary’s Dey t at N 3 : "
i to the lnvaders.  He PPort t}
cotton, ete., was ull bur Jiep s ted by a hur
dred or m persunsg that s o in Nertolk
| well known dealer in Wq tnd tru ¥ X
! the biockade, was hune b er of th Ny
authorities for his sutspos FOij s 1
Lincoln cause d the v ployed
n [EJL‘.\'L:V‘) Yiurd named Mal was shot 1 <
the head tur a similar cfence

The proprietor cfthe Day Bo

N 'Ar Hﬂ[} )
has determined rema Norfolk and pu
the Day Bock, if the Liueola an rities will p
mit.  He will now be enabled t ¢
Northern news without t o.— %t 1 |
From che P R MOND, May 12
We have intzlizer that t 1 v
; forees on the Peninsula have iavested th
| the Chickahowiny, and are now about 1s 5
(trom Richimond. A general ad W XJ
[ and on Saturday our men remained all day ¢
| ot battle The enemy is confronting our mu
[ lines at the distance of about three miles.  Yes-

artin

terday there was 2 slight skirmish of
prospe et

Our men are in excellent spivits at th
of a general engagement.
There appears to be a strong indication of a
weneral action on the Peninzula ¢ g
From the Pevinsula.—Ricamosp, May 13.—
{ We learn that President Davis and General L
went down yesterday to our ot defe
{the Chickuhominy. At a late hour yesterd
reliable information was received that McClelian's
|t'urces had fallen back, aud the supposition is,
that astute general 13 about to join his forees
lwi(h Jurnside, and attempt eperatious on th
south side ot the James river, to wlhach o
mation of his plans the evacuation ot Norfulk has
broadly aud plainly opened the way.
Through a gentleman who has obtained
|of a late copy ot the Baltimore Sun,
{ that that paper published some days ag
| cial dispatch addressed by General Me(]
| the President, in which he writes, + 17
ours, and we will press the rebels ¢ f
This dispatch was succeeded by or

1 7
aay.—ai.l

5
ige

| “a

I
we lenrn
offt

+

an

Han

ater

This is very good as a
refuce to the news of the hattle of Wiiliamsburg,
w this time 1s ful
PETERSBURG,
men from the army of the'l
ed Richmond Monday atternoon,
Clellan’s wrmy was just this side of _
Court House on the morning of that day, and
Gen. Johnston's forces were but three miles
ahead, hotly pressed by the Yaukees. It was
thought that tien. Johnston was endeavoring to
reach a point ou the' Chickahominy, known as
Bottom's Bridge, but nine miles distant, where he
would make a stand.
rect, the great trial of strength between the two
armies, cannot be well deferred much longer than |

were in superior force.”

ly known in Washington
Eoramin
A couple of gentle-

o

the erew com- | to-day.

Bottom’s Bridge in New Kent county is on
the main stage road between Williamsburg and
Richmond, and but fifteen miles frow the latter !
city. The country in the immediate vicinity is |
admirably adapted for a battle field, and one in |
which cavalry and artillery can be used most ad-
vantageously. Tt is also in easy marching dis-
tance of Richmond, and onr torces can be rein-
forced from the capital as rapidly as may be re-
quired by any emergency which may occur. But
should the uncertainties ot battle throw the seale
against the Confederates at Bottom's
another advantageous position is prescuted at |
Boar Swawp, in Henrico county, six wiles West of ;
the Bridge, and nine from Richmond. The latter |

that the low stage ui the water rendered it im-

\ut- |

date, 1o which it was announced that “the rebels |

eniusula, who reach-’|
that Me- |

M' a few days ago, and it brod
| down the came ey /itecn hundred yor's

| twice the longest rang@wot the enemy’s W

If' the supposition be cor- ]

[ invented a whole year, during wh

Bridyze, | asked how he felt?

ia possibly the best position, and while a show of | leg. anybow: but now I’ll have & wooden one:
tight may be wmade at Bottom's Bridge, it is not ! the Yankees may shoot ac that ali day

unlikely the great straggle will occur ar the
Swamp.— Eapress.

./ru;/..w.“'x V[( ra/_q,———'l‘h(‘ fullowiug iﬂ f‘l'nul ”:yv
f.eteher’s correspondent, A. W. Harmsgn:

“STAUNTON, May 10.—Gen. Jackson dispuicl,
¢s that we have gained a brilliant vicrory - .
enemy ure in mi Aight and hotly pursucd (),
luss 15 40 killed and 200 wounded. The enewy'y
loss is very heavy. They left their dead gy
wounded on the field ™

“RrauNToN, May MW.—=The cnemy's Y4

MeDowells was M0 kiiled and woundedd ['(,
Leir ficht they burned all of their bageuse a,“;
our furces rursning them ooy, f’ur;
of onr weunded have arrived here” '
Lt ~-Kich MONUDL, \I.I) 12 - ‘Fl'nm Jassen
rs hy the Central train l\eslrl']u_v aftery, N, W
ve some further particulars of this figh Up
to Nutarday eveninyz, the enemy were il 1.
treating, and Gen. Jackson pursuivg them, by
with not much prospect of coming up with thep,
They had taken the Franklin road througl o,
county ofsPendleton, which i3 the most dire
ronte to Cumberland, Md.  Prisoners cuptured
represent that Gen. Fremont was expected t, ro.
inforee Milroy on the day the ficht cecurred
Our loss in the fight was 300 Killed and woypy
ed, principally in the 12th Greorgia reginen
soich suffered severcly  We eaptured in the 9“5{&2"‘

{

W

Ke

sien! ahoot gne bundeed box.gs of fixel uwmy unitior
o 408 10 500 Enfield rides sod Minnie wyckers o
v 75 envalry saddles amd trom 160 19 200) head 6F cat
v were afterwards claiwed by eiijzens
¥ 1he of Hignland, from whom i} 1 hean
n by anem Citizens of the peighbin '1

sl L f the enemy in the fight of 1}

Thilny
war vary heavy, aud believed to be from 1,200 15 xi)

Further /-‘-/w
\"'s'\‘ 13

Ditin
rls from the Vall -Ricanexy
A report reached here last yighy

he Cewtral train that Gen. Juckson, who, [ao
lispatches stated, was pursuing the epen hai
me upon the Yankees in Pendleton counr

N

d had achieved auother \'ich]r)'_ ) part; ¥

1

rs ave «i to enuble us to judge of the ered
o likelitiood of the report
! Nonthwestern Vieginin— Awathe,
—An ofticial aispateh was received by (en. Ley

vester from Gen. Heth, stating that the ¢
federate troops had repulsed the enemy in the
neizhborhood of Giles Court-House. The eq
tents of the dispateh are, in brief, that about sug.

faturday worning we bad attacked the ey
wy's forces and dispersed them. No particulars
e civen.— Eraminer, 12th.

al
Phe Lynchburg Virginian says of this affair
reliably informed that intellizence
ity Saturday night, from Newber,
res attacked the enemy near Giles (
and succectd in routing them, capturing thir
rses, aud recapturing the stores that fell int
of the enemy when our forces
’ vated Giles C. H. We were unable to ascer
1 number of killed or wounded on eith
sid
7

A
1 thi
that 1

H

i T Oasesal

Battle at Corinth —RicuMoND, May 12
-The tollowing dispateh has been received
War Departmert.
RINTH, May 9.—To Gen. 3. Cooper: We
cked the enemy to-day and drove him trow
u soveral miles.

G.I. BEACREGARD
loniLs, May l0.—Another battle oceurr
at Corinth yesterday, resalting in the repulse o
Generale Bragg and Van Doarn ad

naed the morning of the Yth, &t elever
'k, aud after u sharp fight of three hours
' thew two wiles beyond Farmington

r}

are

b

newy

n

A ton thousuud were engaged on esch slde
ur casualties were few in number
W tared a- large amount of clothing aud
knapsacks, and ook possession the Federsl
gram line to I armington
it iv's loss is very heuvy
['he Contederates offered a general Latil
LW !: ;.l::l’“ ll
Mor fay 10 —=The Corinth 1 ot
t ie Advertiser s he has j‘.ﬁ:l T a froe
ur {r t
e Iy Liav en fITiV?‘L LCTOSY Nev |
k. [ unni = ;Ln. »‘htep
s that Por livision of the Feden
my it ington
ileck, witt in body of the Feders
The Fed ¢ te-d apidly that we s
' ture many prisoners.
{ tederates are returning to | bt
s tes? that the Confederat
per 5 the Tennessee river, ai s
red ge nwmber of prisoners and 4 Jag
amoun [ at Paris and Paducal
i [) i Jriom Corcnth —AUGUST
(3a., May 12, I1862.—The Savannah Republica
Coriatt wdent of the 10th inst., sav
Al s g re (Corinth,) to-day. It is'l
teved the ¢ 3 lowly advancing on our
‘\"w 1tes
Federal prisoncrs taken yesterday, say that
Four thonsar their troops were mask db
ina the Seven Mile Creek
| 13 Morning News says that a Confede
ket of five u i ired a barge with fift
Yankeos, at W sh Island below Savan
m Sanday, (yester

The Monteom \dvertiser of this mernin
y5 that the Navy Yard and other pro

g Y Lo i
Pensacola has be up and burned by

{ nt ‘h-rn‘.-\
Coriztig, May 10.—The enemy, althoi
fing to outnumber us two to one, and?
to gobble up-Beauregard's army *
wuthiul, refused battle yesterday, and fied
thelir cunbouts . =
They were hotly pursued by the Conte Jerates
nd many prisoners are being now brought!
N Jr further to-day.
v Fort Pillow—A Nuccess on Water
— Dispatches have been received in this

which are-supposed to be reliable, sta
one of our steam rams in the vicinity of Fort £V
low, on the Mississippi, had sunk one uf ¥
wortar boats of the enemy and two of his £3°
boats.— 16,

§ s e 35
A Remarkable Gun.—The Williuws gui ©

)¢

been achieving wonders wherever it has
ied. A Kentucky officer, with a few ©
men,

apons

3 Table #
At twelve hundred yards it was as reliable *

| most guns at three hundred. The inventol

un lives within a stone’s hrow of the [
where we write. This deadly weapon has bm‘-
ich time he k:
sought in vain to have it introduced. At ]”Sl.fi
has succeeded. The (General who ordered i
experiments which have resulted as are deé"”}‘
bas given such an account of them that a cer®
number has been ordered. 1f we had had lhf“_:
year ago, they might by this time hu""‘}‘"‘”‘-“
the whole face of the war.— Rizhmond ¥/

this ¢

= 7 4 >
C'vol —The following incident 13 refated !
. 3 a0 (lOMID
voung Contederate soldier, wounded &

woul

A lud of fiftcen or sixteen was so badly
that his !.l‘g had to be taken off \When ".
recovered from the effects of the chloreform
“Feel,” said he, "0
That ol leg hasbothered me ever since 1 w3
I've had it broken twice, and laid in bed ‘lSI‘

with u sprained knes. It hasheen ad—d ums




