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I A DISASTROUS BALLOON EXCURSION.

There was a grand ballooa excursioa from Paris 
I three weeks ago. It was a moustcr balloon, and 

oarricd a tty^-ptory wicker house with thirteen 
person# in it. 'Ihe trip wa9 to be made to St. P e ­
tersburg, Russia, and a lew days before the Em pe­
ror Napoleon had.presentcd one ot the proprietors 

I o f  rhe balloon with 85,000, to aid in perfecting 
. iiis schcmc for navigating the air. . The Consti- 
1 (uiionnci gives the iollowing account of the freight 
1 for the excursion:

' The balloon wa.s called “ The Giant,” it wai 
j whifi*. The car carricd .some legs of mutton, ices,
! a lob.xtcr, ehauipagne, carriage wheels, Chateau 
; Mi«rgau.x wino. swords, Lyons’s sausages, guns, a
• wild boar’s licud, speaking trumpet, a dinner ser- 
j vice in hundsoino porci laiu, a printing press, a ta-
* ble, and pvc.rylhiii.v' uc«essary for j.hoio;:raphy. It 
i was iii<)uuic(i i'V ttiuanio Li-' 1’.t Kr*'.ss»' de l'iT our  
j d’Anvcr:.r3 e, i j  ■ ■tji-' Godhf^l, .Messrs.

xNa*ier, ao i 'l  .‘iariit.- Ueh nrt ,  the I'rince Wit- 
gtnseiii, Ti'uiaachon, 8t. I'elix, Paillar, Thirton, 
an anon^'itious iudividuul, and mybclf.

M. Eugene Arnoult, the anonymous passenger, 
furnishes Lfk Nation with the following account of 
the <Jif?astrous experiment, dated from Hanover, in 
l i . ‘lgium. They left Paris at 5 minutes to 5 o’clock 
on the evening of the 15th ult:

You saw us leave the Champ de Mars on Su n ­
day. You were u witnws of the maje^tic ascent 
of the Giant, rising into tne air amid the applause 
of the crowd. They cried to us from below, ‘^£on 
coyu^e!” Alas!

A t  nine o’clock at n ight we were at Erquelines, 
we passed over 31aline.«, and towards midnight we 
vh'To in Holland.

W e rose very high, but it was njcessary to «ome 
dtiwn to see where w« were. Ignorant of that, 
our position was a critical one. Below as far aa 
we could see, were marshes, and in the distance 
we could hear the roar o f the sea. W e threw out 
ballast, and, mountingugain, soon los» sight ot the  
earth. What a nightl Nobody slept, as you m aj  
suppose; for the idea of falling into the sea had 
nothing pleasant about it, and it was necessary to 
keep a lookout in order to eficct, if necessary, » 
descent. My compass showed that we were going 
towards the east, that is to say, towards Germany.

In the morning, after a frugal breakfast in the  
cloud, wv re descended. An immense plain was 
bvucaih us. The villagen appeared to us like 
ciiiidren’s toys; rivers seemed like little rivuleta; 
it was magical. The sun shone splendidly over 
all. Towards eight o ’clock wc arrived near a 
great lake; there found out our bearings, and 
announced that we wero at the end of Holland, 
near the sea. W e wore eompelltd to think of 
landing in order to take in a little ballast. U n ­
happily the heavens had made us forget the earth, 
over which blew a wind so violent that in a few 
minutes our aucht>rs— enormoUs fulcrums #f iron 
 yfQTd broken. The valve was shut, and the bal­
loon, which would carry us no longer, began a g id ­
dy career. W e rose from tw*;uty to thirty metres, 
and tell with incrcdibie force. Little by little the 
balloon ceased to rise, and the car tell upon its 
side Then be. '̂an a furious, disordered race; all 
disappeared before u s—trees, thickets, walls, all 
firoken gr burst thromgh by the shock; it wan . 
lri''^htful. .Sometimes it was a lake, in which we 
uhut-cd; a bog, the thick mud ol which entered 
„-tir Tii iuths and our eyes I t  was maddening. 
“ Stop, stopl” we shouted, enraged with the mon­
ster who wa.s dragging us along.

A  railway was Lelore us— a train passing; it 
stopped at our eiies, but we carried away the tele­
graphic posts and wire. An in.stant afterwards we 
perceived in tUc distance a red hou8e-~I see it 
now— the wind bere us straight for this house. It  
was death for ail, for we should be dashed to pie­
ces. No one spoke. Strange to say, ot those 
nine persons, one of whom was a lady, who wgre 
eUn'ang to a slonderscreen of osier, for whom every 
SLCond seemed cuuntc'j, not one had any tear. A ll  
tongues were mute, all faces were calm. Nadar 
held his wiis, covcnng htr with his body. Poor 
wJinan: Every shock seemed to break her to
pieces.

.Jules Godard then tried and aecompliihed an 
act of subiime heroism. l i e  clambered up into 
die netting, the shocks of which were so terrible 
that three times he fell on my head. A t  length  
he rcached the cord ol the valve, opened it, and 
the ga? having a way of escape, the monster 
ceased to ri.se, but it stiil snot along in a horizon­
tal lltie with prodigious rapidity. There were we 
.'qUj'ttting d-'Wu upon the trail ear. ‘‘la k e  care,
.VC cried, 'Mien a tree ffas in the way. W e turn­
ed Iro.M it, Wild the tree was broken, but the bal- 
h>')n WciS d;.schiirgi.._ 1̂*5, aiid it the immense 
plain wo w. fC crosai -g ha i vet a leagues, w<i 
were saved. i>ut, « tofcst appeared in
m e Soriz'tn; we iua.-jt leap out uc whai/ever 
for the c::r.s would be damned to pieces at the liret 
cjllision with those trees. L got down int» the 
car, and raising myselt I  know not ho^, 'or i  su - 
tered trom a wound in my knees, my trousers 

were torn.
I jumped, and made I kn'jw not how m^my re- 

roIutif>ns, and tell upon iny head. After a min­
ute’s ilizziness 1 rose. The ear was then far off. 
Jiy the aid of a stick I dragged myself to the for­
est, and having gone a few steps I heard floma

groans
St. Felix  was strctched on ths soil, frightfully 

disfigured; his body was one wound; he had ao 
arm broken, the chest torn, and an ankle disloca­
ted. The car had disappeared. A lter  crossing 
a river I heard a cry.

Nadar was stretched on the ground with a dis­
located thigh; his wife had fallen into the river. 
Another companion was shattered. W eoecupied  
ourselves with St. t e l i x  and Nadar and his wife. 
In trying to assist the latter I was nearly drowned, 
for I fell into the water and sank. They picked  
me up again, and I found the bath had done me 
good. By the a.ssistancc o f  the inhabitants the sal- 
ra" 0  was got together. Vehicles were brought. 
I'lrey placed us upon straw. My knees bled; my  
loins and head seented to be like mincemeat; but

A d i i i i i i i s t r a l i o i i  l ^ a l e .
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inz^if Hua uUot ->'■  (.acaowerti L^.. >’<dow. . \ ’ r - ttie | 1 d i d  not lose my preseHce of mind an instant, and
following nsg^oe3» v\z: J i m ,  sfr i v/jou? 20 N^a ! fox a sccot;*! i  tcit myself humiliated ut looting

^ T t  -ns at ! frnca u traw  at thc.^e c lo u d s  w h ic h ' in

Marok 7.

K L O S r iO M  *  C O . ,  
W;lm»R^o«, N. C.

•? tr

E . \ G h \ E  W A i X T E D .
r^ O R  the LitUe Folk*. A furtker supply *t wholesale j A 4 or ti horse power Engine, with fixtorea complete.
C er retail hr 1 .  J- HAU6 *  8 0 F 5 .  I A  lU y  »  »  *  *<>K8.

cr, ‘‘peJ 17, ^n l • ‘i ri abnut IS :«
JAMES JE S K IN 8 ,

Contijitsioner. 
FayetteTilIe, N./V. 14, i8C8. 81

W O « 8 >  % V A i^ ^ T E J > .

Th e  y»b8oribe^‘i I'ie^ to 0 '̂ 'Q‘r-^ot f">r tbe delirery  at 
their f  O’'  Mount of FIFTY CORDJI

of WOOD, cbietly Pine. E. J .  HALE &  BON.
Sept. 14.

T E S T A  flE .lfTS A X &  HY.IIiVS.

Co n f e d e r a t e  s ta te s  Biblc society Testaiaeats.
A Collection of Sabbath School Hymns, 

l e r  Bftl* by B. J. HALB k  8OK0.

i from the truss o f  straw" at tho.^e clouds which 
1 tbe night I  had had nnvlcf njy feet. I t  was in  
; this ^.ay we reached Ruihoui, in Hanover.

In seventeerj liours^we had made nearly two 
hundred nnd fiftv kagu«:s. Our co«<->'' 
had coverf'd a .space o f  three leagues. Now that 
it is over I have some shudderings. It does not 
iisrn fv; ĥ vve mid- a fivd journey, end I marvel

ŵiih w'l.*’ iu jifference may regard t e most
friRbtf.;! .ieafh; for beeidea the
d'ifibcd about on o u r ^ a y ,  -we had ^
sea; and how long should we hare . .
(?la<i to have seen this—happisr yet S
ii to 7«u.


