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P, [Fromthe Raleigh E:ogrbn.]
Impressments---The Prospect.

Agents of the Commissary Department are
serving notices on all the producers of Wayne,
Johnston and Franklin, clummg all the sur-
plus weat they miay have, and forbiading them,
10 e of any 1o citizens. The army ought
40 be fed and must be fed, but are the people
at hompe to starve ? If all 'the sarplus meat in
the country be taken, how are the non:produ-
‘cers—those {enga in other mploymmta
- than that of Mmg——to live ?

We have men enough for the army, and for
the uction of surplies for both army and
people, and had a little common sense been
~ employed in the management of the war, there

would have been no want of men or nuppha.
bat the imbeality, profligacy, recklessness and
corraption that holds high carnival at Rich-
_mond, and has permeated all the ramifications
of the government, bids fair to starve our peo-
ple and wreck the cause. We are told by the
minions of power that we are too gloomy and
despondent. We ar> neither, but we cannot
shut our eyes to events, and have never been
indoctrinated in that code of morals that inakes
falsehood and deeeptlon a virtue, and honesty
and fairnealing a vice. QOuar condition is des-
perate, and growing worse every day, and
without a change of rulers or management of
some kind, theend is not fgr off. Our people
have given liberally of men, blood and treasure
—have risked their all and, lhamselves to sup-
port the cause and hold up the hands of those
who pretend to administer Lthe affairs of gov-
ernment—but their means have been squan-
dered and usurpers havé made their insidious
approaches entil we have ncuher rights of per-

son or property left.
“’o are told by those who are drunk with

passion and prejudice, that “all’s well”—that
there is a silver lining to the cloud, and that |
the morning star shines brightly ahead. This
may be all so, but we know at the rame time
that one-half or more of the families of this
Christian * city are without 'meat, and many of
them without bread, and that if all the “sur-
“plas” in this and the adjoining counties be
“pressed” and carried off, they must starve.
The masses of the people were seduced into
thiy war by fraud and falsehood, and now the

‘leaders who helped the abolition fanatics bring

‘4§t on, would-expend the last dollar, and slay
“Wéhe Hast man rather than have & day of reckon.
ing, but wa tell them the reekoning must
-enme: If the revolution fails,.(which God for-
ith the people, who

have mmdered Jverzthrﬁﬂ t;u‘t the rulers

nnd nnnapphcd what has been so freely and
cheerfully given. What we want, and what
we must have, if the cause js not to be wreck-
ed, iz wisdom, sagacity and firmness in council.
Our armics are brave enough, and if properly
managed, strong enough, bat the ranning sore,

the eating cancer, is: at Richmond.
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From the Ricimond Examiner.

The astounding propositions whi€h
bave signalized the first days of this
present session, for placing the entire
population of the Confederate States in
the field, leaving no producers of food
to feed the enormous army so raised,
and no tax-payers to find the money to
furnish it, have created a considerable
sensation. A feeling' of despondency
has been produced by them among re-
flective observers ; not by the prospect
of the " universal cessation of national
life and organization, which the realiza-
tion of those wild projects would cer-
tainly cause—for no one ran fail to see
that there is'no danger of realizing a
patent impossibility ;—but by the sin-
‘gular want of discernment which they
indicate. It is difficult to believe that
many members of the Congress really
intend the establishinent of a dictator-
ship in this country, still less to make
Mr. Davis dictator. Yet it-requires but |,
little reflection to perceive that such a
law lately suggested in his message, a
suggrstlon which members of Congress
bave taken in trust ffom it,»is nothing
more nor less than that.

An entire nation cannot remain in the
freid more than twenty-four hours, under
the penalty of death; by starvation. A
law requiring the whole population to
take up arms and go into camp is a nul- |
. litv. Few will dispute the remark, and
* the President blandly proposed that the
power and discretion should Be given
him to ‘detail’ such persons as he pleas- |2
ed to cortinue the pursuits of civil life.
"The relative numbers of those in"the
army and those out of it, might mot he
changed by a law of universal enroll-
ment if accompanied by this provision.
The sole difference between the present
and.prospective candition of the milita-
ry force and nation,would be the change
,of ‘details’ for ‘exempts.” One of these
words designates persons who continue
the work that must be done in war and
peace, under the authority of a law; the
other, those who go about-their buamess_
because of the favour of the President
and his office-holders, great and small.
This is a proposition to giveé them des-
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potic cofltrol over- every individual in
this country, and to destroy every check
upon their will.” The parasites of puwer
are pleased with it. There exists a
smalrfactlon in this country who have
long clamoured for this measure, be-
cause they expect.power, profit and re-
venge from it, But it is impossible to
believe that those who have echoed this
cry in some of the resolutlons offered
iz Congress, intended to do'so. A re-
solution of enquiry, fortunately, is nota
law, and when the force of the measures
suggested in the first has been examin-
ed, as it must be before it is fixed in
the last, there will be little danger that
Longress will stultify itself or sacrifice
the cause by such insane steps as are
now feared by many.

The motive ef-those who have given
a quasi sanction to these projects is ea
sily understood. The Confederate army
sorely needs replenishing. But some
means of effecting that purpose must be

crime. The present army is created by
conscription. [[the actual conscription
law does not furnish = suflicient pumber
of men, the natural and rational means
of remedying the defect is to enlarge the
sphere of its action, by incred@ing the
age of conscripts, and diminishing.where
it can be done with safety, the exempted
class.

But is it true, that the actuul law does
not aflect the desired number of men,
having the youth and occupying the
relations in life which require them, if
anybody. to do military duty? It is
quite notorious—it 15 not denied by any
one person whatever—that the la“
though badly enforced, has really fur-
nished the army with a number of men
double that which its ranks have at any
time contained. Where are they t—
The reply is that they have ‘ahsented’
themse ves—desrrted—or been aljowed
to go home on some excuse and never
returned.” Why does sach a state of

sciously given by a local reporter the
other day, who concluded his list of
*City Intelligence’ with this paragraph :

** No Execurion.—T'he militaiy exe-
cutions ordered to take place at Camp
Lee, yesterday, were posiponed on ac-
count of the respite or reprieve ol the
condemned.”

The reader will remember.(if he can)
how often he has seen a similar an-
nouncement since the army was organ-
1zed . When deserters are caught they
are generally tried by a court-martial.
The penalty fixed by law to that crime
Js death ; sentence is passed and execu-
tion arranged. But the inevitable se-
quel is contained in the stereotyped
phrases of the local reporter. Hence
we have in practice laws witheut penal-
ties ; that is to say, neither law nor jus
tice. Hence, too, the army 1S a4 seive.
Conscription does not fill it; a levy in
mass will fill it less, for the grealer' the
volume of wuter, the swifter is the cur
rent through the holes of a seive. An
increase of the ariny. 1s' necessary.—
Without it we perish. But nothing will
increase it while justice has no ninister.
The- canker of the” modern man is the
loss of that vigour of rectitude which
‘executes judgment’ and inflicts punish-
ment. A snivelling compound of selfish
vanity and nervous sensibilitv. which
the weak mistake for mercy, has usur-
ped the place of the monarch of the soul,
justice ; the conception of law and pen-
alty. the sentiment.of the right. Inter-
ference against all innocent persons in
favor of one guilty man. is flattered with
the tithe of benevolence,instead of being’
abhored as the vilest of crimes, and the
worst of treasons.

The Richmond .E:rammer of the 27th
November, 1863, . has the following in its
leading editorial upon Lieutenant General
Longstreet and his Enoxville and Suffolk
campaign, which are pronounced as parallel
tailures. The liberal admissions by the rebel
press at the time and now respecting the
Suffolk operatior.s, are highly creditable to
the command of Major General Peck, and
ought to sausfy those who sought to nnder-
rate that campalgn :

- ¢ Perhaps the result might have been dlf-
ferent if Longstreet and his corps of the
Virginia army had been in line. Hisoper-
ations in East Tennessee afford Ilittle com-
pensation for the reverse at Chattanooga.
nor have the late bare and scanty news from
that quarter sustained the high hope which
th& publtc justly based on the first intelli
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that the ihﬁultry was
natural to suppose that :
be that of Knoxville's recapts
next fews from Innglired-
tion of entrenching, whlc
ble reminiscences
then, little or nothiug hs
Longstreet, unless we-are |
official’ story of the telégr
to be trustworthy. Of th
His pressure on {Smaidc
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ulk . Since
heard from
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ph this morning
it it may be so!
8, undoubtedly,
n Eragg; while
€ ,{ from lheGon—
federate line at the time o erman’ p arr-
val in the Federal host bas given the enemy

a great opporlnmty. It Was during the

parallel eampaign of Losgsireet against
suffolk that Hooker made his coup at Chan-
celiorsville; but Le found\ there Ja(.kson,

while Grant had to do with Bragg afone.
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[From the Ruleig‘h ard]
" Liberty and Law.

What are we fighting for 2" Not for the sake
of fighting—not for any man of set of men,
but for liberty and law. Theregan be no civ-
il liberty without civil law. JMilitary law may
be endured in camps during #war, but outside
the camps it should pever b..f..lt It is a prin.
ciple-as old as English libe that n6 man
shall be imprisoned witho ue progess of
law. Our Courts kave thn§*far mﬁ}iined
this great principle, and ¥ b they: will
continue to do so. !

We have -heard of recent lnﬁ‘lngements of
personal liberty in this State, By order of mili--
tary officers, which will doubtless receive the
aitention of the General Assembly; and also
of military interference with the freedom of
suﬂ'rage, which cannot be-overlooked by the
the Genera! Assembly if we éxpect to retain
even the forms of [reedom. . ¢

We lcarn, for example, that a test oath was
required of certfn citizens of Bertie County,
at the late election, and t action of the
inspectors on this svbject was susiained by
some Georgia troops at the ppint-ef the bayo-
net. It is expressly providud by the Statute
Law of this State that it shall *not-be lawful
to assemble armed men on theda of election,
at any place appointed hy law e hold eleq.liona
for electors, go\ernur membitgtof Cong :

the pe’h't y :
covertd of any person who ah 11 f‘all 'such mus
ter, or assemble such armed uien, and applied
one half to the use of the informer, and the
other half 1o the use of tl e State.” Yet armed
men were asscmbled in Bertie, and seme of the
cit:zens of that County were arrested and held
in custody by the military. We Jearn| also
that the military terrorism which prevailed in
some of our Western Counties prevented hum-
bers of citizens from voting.

A Coufederate Colonel, a few weeks since,
arrested one of the best and worthiest citizens
of Wilkesborough, and put him in the guard-
house on the vague charge that a spldier had
told him, the Colonel, that a deserter had told
him, the soldier, that he, the deserter, could
get as much powder as he wanted at the store
of the citizen arrested | —and farther, that the
citizen referred to had been active in the peace
or so—called Union mestings! He was thus
imprigoned on suspicion, and because he had
attended and taken part 1n a public meeting,
composed of loyal citizens,

‘We have also heard that another military
officer boasted, when he had reached that part
of the State,‘that if Chief Justice Parsons ex-.
ecuted any writs of xabeas corpus in relation }
to those under his comihand, he wounld have to
do so over his bayonets; but the Chief Justice
did execute writs of the kind, and the officer
had the guvod sense, on reflection, to rcspect
the action of the Chiefl Justice.

These acts, and many others that lmght be
mentioned, have been committed in contempt
and derogati(m of the Constitution and the
laws of this State; and it is for the legislature
to vindicate and uphold the that Constituticn
and those laws. The judicial branch of the |
State government must be sustained at all haz-
ards. It is the last great breakwater against
the inflowing tide of innovation anc aggression.
Here, at the very outpost, the strides of milita-
ry power must be met and resisted. Our peo-
ple have a right to assemble together to con-
sult for the common good ; lng “no freeman
ought to be taken, lmprlsoned or disseized, of
his frrehold,_hberti‘as or privileges, or outlawed
or exiled, or in any manner deprived of his life,
liberty or property, but by the law of the lard.”
We trust the Legislature will maintain these
rights at all hezards, and sustain the courts in
their deaisions. In the language of Governor
Graham, in his speech in the Conventiun, “our
people are resolved to be independent and free,
not only in the end but in the means, they are’
resolved, not only to be freemen at the termis
nation of the contest, but will not surrender
their liberties during its progress.” This is of
the essence of Conservatism. * * *

We repeat, the civil law must be maintained.
We must preserve liberty among ourselves
w hile cortending for it against our enemios;
for if it should be lost in the struggle, and un-
bridled military power should take its place,
in vain will be all our struggles, sacrifices,and
privations in this révolution.

e v

The Kentucky House of Representatives
has passed resolut!ons that the State of Ken-
tueky wlll assume the payment of losses incur-
cd by Unior men from %mon soldicrs, and iook
to the general government for reimbursement.
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| battle ot Chattnnoogl to & Chicago pa

- AN Evext ar nmmA.-B.T ﬁi"
nishes the following interesting story of the

.
-

At one point there was a lull in the battle
—at least it had gone shattering and thon-
dering down the line, and the boys were as
much ‘at ease’ as boys can be upon whom,
at any mement, the storm may roll hnck
again. To be sure onal shots and
now and then a cometa~y| shell kept them
alive ; but one of the boyn ran ‘down to a
listle - ~and toward the woods where |
the enemy. lay,-fdr water. He had just
stooped and swung down liis cauteen, when
‘tick,” a-rifle ball struck it as an angle and
bounded away.

He locked amu“:i an mmant disfovorcd
nobody, thought it was a chance shot—a
piece of lead, you know, that goes at-a kill-
ing rate without malice prepence; avd so,
nowise 1nfirny of purpose, he again bent to
get the water. 'Ping! a aecond bullet cut
the cord of his canteen, and the boy ‘got
the idea;” a sharpshooter was after him,
and lie went to the right-about and the
doable-quick to the ranks.! ‘A soldierfrom
atother part of the line mada a pllgnmage
to the spring. was struck, and fell by its
brink. But where was the marksman -
Iwo or three boys ran out' to draw his
fire, while others watched.! Crack went the
unsecn piece agair, and some keen- -eyed
fellow spied a smoke rollu“g out from a lit-
tle cedar. 'This was the spot. then; the
rebel iad made him a hawk’s nest—in choice
Indian, Chattanooga in the tree—and,draw-
ing the green covert close around him, was
taking a quiet hand at ol,deple-ahootmg at
long range.

A big, blue-eyed Germtm tall enough to
look into the third generation, and a sharp-
shooter withal, volunteered to dislodge him.
Dropping into a little runway that ueared|
the tree diagonally, he turried upon bis back,
and worked himself cautiously along; reach-
ed a point perilously close, he whipped over,
took aim as he lny, aad God and his true
right band ‘guve him gond deliverance’—
Awuy flew the bullet, an instant elapsed;
the volume of the oedar parted, and, ‘like a

ig ffog,’ as the boys described it, out leap-

neatly done by the German mAn-grown.—
May he live to tell the story a thousand times
to his moon-faced grandchildren.’

A Horse Foxp or MisCHIEF.—A gen-
tleman some years ago, speaking of the hab-
its of animals, gave the following curious
account :

¢ There is,” he said, ‘a very fine horse in
the possession of Sir Henry Meux & Co.,
the.eminent brewers, which 'is used as a
dray horse, but is so tractable that heis left
sometimes without any restraint to walk
about the yard, and return to his stable,
according to his faney. In the yard there
are also- a few pigs of a peculiar breed,
fed on grains and corn, and to these pigs
the horse has eudenlly an inspirable ob-
jection, whigh is illustrated by the following
fact : lheuk is a deep trpugh in the yard,
holding water for the IL(:
horse goes alone with his mouih full of corn,
which he saves from his supply. V hen he
reaches the trough, he iets the corn fall
near it on the grourfd afid when the young
swine approach to eat it, (for the old ones
keep aloof,) he suddenly =eizes one of them
by the tail, pops him into the trough, and
then capers about the yard, seemmgly de-|
lighted with the frelic. | The noise of the
pig soon brmﬂs the imen' to his assistance,
who knew from experience what is the
matter, while the horse indulges in .all sorts
of antics, by way of showing his glee, and
then returps quietly to the stables.—En. Pa.

_LL__l_

The Humanity of Eujland.

The ‘‘humanity” of England is beautiful-| w
ly illustrated in her recent treatment of Ja-
pan.— An Englishman was murdered for re-
fusing' to yield the road to the Prince. The
British Government demanded satisfaction,
which was given in the form of an apolegy
from the Tycoon and the payment of half a

million ofdollnw. Bat this was not suffi-
cient ; it wag| insisted that the murderers
should be punished. The Tyeoon, shrough
his Minister rephed admitting the enormity
of the offence, stating that all efforts to ar-
rest the guilty parties bad béen vain, and
asking for delay. This, however, did vot
satisty the English; jand the day after the
interview, Adrmral Kopes “opened fire .on
Kagasima—a city ot 180,000 inhabitants.
* The buildings,” says the writer, ‘“being
chiefly of combu

rses where this

bustable materials,were quick-
ly in flames, ithe vast population. of men,
women and chlldren, had of course no op-
portunity tosave their prpperty or even their
lives. For two days the fire was raging.
the city was lnid in ash&s, and no one can
tell what sufféring was inflicted upon the
innocent inhabitants' by the sudden bom-

‘Tt vnll pass the Senate.

bardment anfgconﬂagntion.”
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_ The Agouy o Deqpalr

That the South is now ir the ageny of -des.
pair must'be apparent te evdry one of rellection,
Its exhausted condition lmongly exhibited
in a lctter from a lady, “whése name would ke
& guararty at once of her| patriotism and her
truthfulness,” which appeared last week in the
New York World. The lady, it is stated, has
spent a year in the most.priesperous snd weal-
thy part of’ Alabama, and her statements are
the result of her own observations, extending
ot merely over Alabama, but throughoutoth-
es States in which she was permitted to uud
Of all these States she writes

Their desolation beggars deseription. Jestita
tion is evervwhere ; men that were worth hund-
reds of thoneands.are: red to utter y.
As for the .uxuries of life; formerly so abundant
in the Sacth, there ar none, Persons formerly
the wealihiest have nothing to sustain life bus
what the country affords, .'h#m enough of that,
for impressment it is taken from lhﬂn‘of l.lnu-
my. ‘Their garments, even fam-
ilies have to make themsely tha n. 'ﬂ't.
and dye their c.tton, and wedr h
rich and poor. Tes, coffee, and ﬂlﬂl'wm te
be had ; milk and water are the on beverages ;
Indian corn istheirprincipal food. Thisy ase pie-
ture of the retribution which has overtaken rebel
passion and slaveholding treagon, is in itself suffi-
ﬁlellﬂv conclusive l;‘d ternglm but the writer

oes not-stop here. ot only is society o mpelled
ta-fall Lack upon the rude app limul{nd hrhg.
ic life of the dark agea, but even the domes
condition, t e fountain head of life in the Btute,
has evagedto exist. * The fimilies,” sayé this

writer, %&e breken up and ruined.”  Youseldom
meet with a male inhabilant, and if you dp: he is
either infirn_or a eripple, rhrgo the
male popniation are killed in battle, mﬂly horl
erippled for lifetime ; many patriotie Unior men
died of a broken henrt. \‘h&t remain are in ﬂ.
army of in.the cmployment of tbo.gont:n
Nevertlieless, press- gangs cross the coup J’ in l“
directions in search of men for thé army. "All
ties of social life aee completely di Neo
courts of justice and equity are held -junﬁnin
meted out by the m:hury Universities, ool
es and schools are all suspended The country
many places resembles a wilderness. W
the armies march, thire everything is ruineds—
the crops destroy ed fences bursed;  trees ent
down ; domestic animale killed, robbed or taken
for the army,

Could a wore lugubrious picture thll this bo '
presented ! And yet there are those os
who affect to believe that the South has "hlﬁl-
ity to carry on the war for yun' to come!
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A number of fasblombly dunadwq-
men were detected at Memphis, ‘with
their stockings, hoops, bustles, and busts
well filled with contraband - articles,
which they proposed to carry throygh

the lines.




