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BY GEO. MILLS JOY:
THE NORTH J;omlnA rimes

will be p‘m“ every SATUBDAT m.

on Craven Strest, New-Berne. N. C.
e

TERMS OF THE PAPER. _
\ “,..pnmrmulmu;.l,’lfalm

58 ets, per moath.
SINGLE COF:5S TEN CENTS.

—— : —
BUSINESS CARDS.

E 8 YOUNG & €0.,
* DEALERS IN
Narnl aud Military Geeds & Equipments.

- Watehes, Jewalry,
Hwusl.al Instraments,
and Strings of ull kinds.

Northern current bank nqfes tpken at par, at
-l:ulli Poll.ock Stnaéu.ﬂy oppesite the Post

Office, Now Berne, N.
W.’ “u

T..-A' McCORMIUVK,
ARMY AND NAVY TAILOR,
Polloek Street, Opponte the Episcopal Chureh,
Nzw Bzexz, N.C.

Usitorms made to messurs with pronpt_.uu."
Axxr and Narr GooDs or ALL Dascrirrions FoR
EISNED. 1m—58

W. L. Posix, C. W. Waxsr.
POALK & WEST,
AUCTIONEERS,

Ne, 30 Palieck Bireet,

eoLr Nzw Bxrwx, N.C

J H. WATTS,
-

Watshmakor & Jewsllar,
{ Polioek St., a few doors west of Middls Sireet,)
Watches, Clocks aad Jewelry Repaired in a

skillfal maaner.
Dee. 2, 1864, 731,

39 CRAVEN STREET.

L
E G. BROWN,
Com ..lsslon Merchant, and Whelesale and
Reinil Grecer, L
39 CKAVEN STREET, NEW BERNE, N.C.
f.b lo M

C. P. LOOMISN,

(Svccerson ve C. B. Dissir )
WHOLESARLE AND RETA]L
. dealer in
. Dry Geeds, Cloihing, Boots nnd Shees,
Hats and Caps, Scheel Beoks,
Bintiemery . &e. »
South Front Street, New Berne, North Cn{gi:fn..

WIINI TEIN & BROTHER,

Who' sale and Retail Dealers in -
Geeds, Ulething, JFewslry, Famecy
Geeds, leslery, Boeots, Shoes,
13 ats, Cnps, &c.
Cerner of Pollock a «d Middle sts., New Berne N.C.
All the above naved articles will be sold at. a
small advance abov. cost. Come one, comse all
aad examine the stock @t

Bry

F N. SARTORIOUS,
=

DEALER IN
Geold nnd Bilver Waiekes,
Cleocks nand Jewelry,
Middle Street, next door fo the corner,
Particular attestion paid to repairing of Watches,

Cloeks and Jewelry.
n.w'nzn..AJsz.xm o

ELAND, BIGLOW & CO.
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

And Wholesale dealers in Fruits Groeeries, Provis.
ioms, Forsign, &ec.

Pollo ck Street, lat do:r from East Front Street,
¥ewHem, N.C. 48.¢1.
OITAG HOTEL.

BY C. A. EYANS, ﬂ

Fre't Hircet Beaufe:1, N, O.
~ The Table ls constantly supplied with the bes
the market afforde,

Beaufort, N C., D=e. 24, 1864,
R F. LEHRMAN, t
-

1tf.

ATTORNEY ANDCOUNSELLER AT LAW

New Berme, N. C.

Office in Brick Building on Railroad Street, near
Pollock street.

New Barne, Dec. 24, 1864,

" J. SCHILLINGE 1§ .«e<Dealer in
b .

Fereigm and Demestic Wines and Liquers,
Lager Beer, Cigars 'und Tebacce.

M idle St., four doors South of Pollock, New
Berne, North Carolina. onf.

I EDWIN WEsT,
L

X DEALER 1N
Reoks, Statienery,
" Newspapers, ﬁwl.“.
_ and Fancy Geeds.
Wo. N_PUL‘LOER B‘uirr, adjoining the Government
Bakery, New Barne. N. C.

Sept % sder

RENCH FLANNEL DHIRTS,
EXTRA SIZES, and length,
A . Wwier

Undershirts and Déawers,

A good assortment at s
I (K, L
South Frout Street, o s
mar 9 1

YWATCHES! Waiches: WATCHES !/

Al who wish to buy s really geod Am'orimn.
Bwiss, or English Watch—Gold or SBilver—as$ the
lowest market 'u;i:ihonid call at

NSON'S Craven L
below Post Offjce, Ho:"ﬂr’:n'l.

s

L. SIMoN

Has taken the Stors'on the Comer of Middle
sad Pollock Btreets, which he bas stocked

with & large variety of fine
READY MADPE CLOTHING,

Beets and Shoes,

Mats and Caps,
s Farnishing Jeeds,
Family @receriee
hfmdlldﬁh.thhhhlhowbymam.
{n.hpﬁa-.nlmwy.[odisp-of
‘by‘l‘n’ﬂdnh.

Come and give nes call, and you will Snd SIMON
Mybﬁurﬂ.mhﬂunmoutb
$ai2 avy whers alsé. ' v § 4
i TS O e -+
WALL Parxx, .
WINDOW SHADES, bARFETING, EN.
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THE UNION OF LAKES, THE
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OCR 8TORY.
THE TELL-TALE SIGNATURE.
A DETECTIVE STORY.

BY JOHX B. WILLIAMS, &, D.

——— -3
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_ One day, while cozily sipping a cup
of tea, and talking over our eoutting
days with my wifs, a loud ring of tae
bel| informed me that a visitor wished
to see me. The servant girl ushered
into the apartment a young lady of re-
markable beauty, who stated that she
wished to see e privately on vgrﬁ'im-
poriant business. My wife, (God bless
her!) who is by no means of a jealous
disposition,discreetly withdrew and we
were left alone. I offered the youn
lady a chair, and informed her that
was at her service. After a little hesi-
tatien natural to her years, she made a
siatement to me which T will condense
as follows: °
Charlotte Melvin (my fair visitor) was
the ouly child of Reuben Melvin, Esq.,
who had reSided on the bank. of the
Hudson river, about twenty miles from
New York. Her father had been de-
votedly attached to her, and they lived
as happy as it was possible to live to-
gether. He'had gratified every wish
of hers, and for years not a #ingle cloud
obscured their calm and peaceful hap-
piness. Abaut a year ago Charlotte
had been ifitroduced to the som ofa
gentleman living in their neighborhood,
and mutypal love had sprung up between
them. Her father had not opposed
their union, as 1t ¥Was a very desirable
match on all sides, and it was setiled
they should be marrigd next spring.—
Things went on this. way for some
mouths. J.eonard Appleby visited her
father’s house every night, and every-
thing went as merry as a marriage bell.
But siddenly their dream of happiness
was dissipated,and that, too, by an ex-
traordinary occurrence. ller betrothed
was one mornitf found in the garden
attached to the housz in a half-senseless]
condition, his clothes and hands bespot-
ted with blood, and her father had mys-
teriously disappeared. Every search’
was made fer him, byt without any
avail } and her lover Leohard Appleby
had been arrested on the charge of hav-
ing murdered him, and it was supposed
that he had concealed the body some-
where, It wasevident frog) the appear-
arice of the place where Leonard was
found in the morning, that a_terrible
struggle had taken place ; the flowers
and roots were torn up, the shrubbery
broken, the ground in various places
was coveretl with bldod, apd a knife,
which was praved }o have belonged to
the prisoner, was also stained with the
vital fluid. The most damning evi-
dence, however, against the prisoner,
was the fact, that Mr. Melvin’s watch
and purse were found ifi His possessiop.
Leonard Appleby was removed to the
county jail, where he was incarcerated
at the tim. Miss Melvin called upon
me ; his case not having been investi-
gated from the fact of the body of the
man he was supposed to have murdered
not having been discovered. But the
strangest thing of all in this affair was,
that a week afier the catastrophe a
brother of Mr. Melvin appeared and
claimed his whole property by virtue of
a will which he exhibited, and by
which he was made sole heir t) all his
brother’s property. There was no dis-
puting the will, for it was unquestiona-
bly signed by the deceased, and Richard
Melvin took possession of the whole of

not offer to expend one cent for the
support of his niece Charlotte, who was
thrown upon the world in an utterly
destitute condition.

Such was the substance of the story
told me by Miss Melvin; and she furth-
er added that three weeks had elapsed
since her father's death. but that no sat-
isfactory result had been obtained asto
how or by what mears he had come to
lis end, and that although she had em-
ﬁsyed almost qverz detective officgr in

w York, they Had been unable to
afford her any satisfaction.
 ‘Miss Melvin," said I, as soon as she
had finished, %i8 it not very strange that
your father should have left your uncle
all his property !, From some hitits you
have let fall, 1;should judge they were
not on very good terms with each other
during your father’s life.” . X
“You sre right, Mr. Baker,’ said Miss
Melvin ; ‘they had never spoken to each
other for years. My poor father could
never bear 10 hear the name of his
brother Richard mentioned,and I heard
him sa fucl’uamly that he was & bad
hea man.
‘Are you sure the signatme to the
will was really in your father’s hand
writing {'
‘I am periectly satisfed of it ; so much
8o that when some of my irisuds advis-
ed me to contest the validity of (o2

will, being firl inced tha
father did sign i!, f‘::&'ff moittp;{-
fath-

tively. I care npthi
er's wealth, and 1t unlfo:ﬁuﬂm mgi*

I ask your assiitance, st olia
if to free Mr. Leowsd. A from
thé i mmeruﬁmf?f&’-- H

mp. 'am bure Ke'id a infiocent us T im‘!" )

the property of his late brother, and did | P

It does, .jndeed, seem perfecily pre-
posterous that he should have commit-
ted the deed, There appears to be no.
possible motive for it.’

‘Ah sir, if you only knew his heart
aldwa;l as I do, y.oln would '!lc".“'il:"
ced that it is utterly impossibiethat he
could have comnﬁtmfou _ A
deed, - My father loved him, and im-

ed no obstacle to our marriage.”?

I reflected a few minuotes on this
sirange case, for, to tell the truth, at
the fivst glance I did ot know what to
make of it. The whole affairappeared
to e invoived in mystery. Of course
1did not for a monient suppose that
Leonard Appleby was really guilty of
Mr. Melvin’sdeath. The utter absence
of motive, and the fact that he had eve-
rz;hin;,to lose and nothing to gain by
the death ‘of the father ofi his betrothed,
satisfied me that ke could not be the
guilty party. Then the thought natur-
ally arose in my mind if Leonard was
innocent, who was guilty ¥ Here again
I could come to no satisfactory conclu-
sion. It is true my suspicion pointed
to Mr. Richard Melyin ; but thereiwas
nothing I could gather from Miss Mel-
vin’s narrative which served to confirm
a single one of them. As has been seen,
ghe did not even defiy the signature of

the will. _
‘Has ijﬁ will been proved, Miss Mel-
vin ¥ I asked at last. :

‘Oh, yes,” she replied, ‘uncle took

' possession of the property some weeks

o. -
‘gAnd what have you been doing singe 7'
I.asked,mdre qut of curiosity than any-
thing eclse. Y

‘T have obtained some music pupils,
and I am doing very. well; as I before
said, I have pp concern for myself. |
wish you. to prove that Mr. Leonard
Appleby is innocent. , .. -

*Have you a letter or any document
with | your father’s signature attached
to it . wue ¢

‘s have a number at home,’ she re-
plied ; ‘by-the-by, I think I have a let-
ter of his with me now, written to me
six years 270, when he was in Wash-
ington.’ Lo By

So saying, she, took from her reti-
cule the letter in question, and handed
ttome . .. . '

'Will.gtm; allow me to tetain posses-
sion of this 7" 1 asked. ; . _

* *Certainly,’ she replied; but I can
assure .you again that if you. suppose
the will to be a forgery, you are mis-
_takfn. The will is undoubtedly genu-
N Syt
‘Well, my dear young lady,’ trepliad,'
‘I do not doubt your word, but you
may be mistaken ; at all events, I should
like to judge for myselt.’

Making a few inquiries as to the ex-
act pesitiati of her father’s house, and
as to the means of reaching it, I bade
her good morning, and expressing a de-
sire 1o see her again that day week, .

Wthieh_she. had goné, I immediately
put .on my. hat and coat, and directed
my steps to the recorder’s office, for the
purpose of examining the will. Aided
by the index 1 soon found it, and com-
menced to read every word of it.

., It was by no means a long docdment,
but went on to state that he, Reuben
Melvin, being of tlie .sape mind, did
there bequeath unto his beloved broth-
er, Richard Meivin, all his personal
property and real estate, etc, .'The do-
cument appeared to be, drawn. yp in
perfect legal form, and the most capti-
ous special pleader could take no ex-
ceptions to it whatever., At last | came
to the signature. I took the letter
which Miss Melvin gave me for the pur-
ose of compari.g the signatures.—
I'here could, be no doubt whatever, but
the si‘gnature was genuinre ; the letlers
were formed exactly the saine, and were
evidently written by the same hand.—
Still there was a marked difference be-
twee 1 them. That attached to the let-
ter was bold and firm—whilg that at-
tached to the will was weak and trem-
ulous... - .- : e

This fact immedintely arouged, my
suspicions. A person’s signature rare-
ly diffess, except where the mind is in-
fluenced ; but then again I reflected
that time might impair a person’s writ-
ing, anél.compared the date of the will
tothat of the letter. What was my as-
:ioninhmanlt] to find :lh“ they were both

ated on the same day, namely, Janyua~
ry Ts’t, 1840. I next held up {hé docu-
ment to the light, for the purpose of see-
ing if t ;'e w:a @ gater mark on ths
paper. ound such was the c n
fho?e words, “Connecticut Mill’a?aféf.?,"‘
could be made out distinctly.

Here then was a will, purporting to
have been signed in New Yark, on the
1st . Janyary, 1840, by a man who was
in. Washington on that very day, and
on pepet thut was made three years af-
terwards. Arid yet there could be no
disputing the fact that the signature
was a genuine one. The whole truth
in a moment flashed across my mind,
and I immediately set about unraveli
thd web. I went to work with a goo

heart, for I had but little doubt of suc-

N first eedings v;.- tc makein
roceedi _ .
gn?:i' o5 tp the exact date of Mr. Mel-
ms.’&upg:.,mu 1 discovqu that
it was on the 3d of June, and that Rich-
ard Melrin had cometo take posséssion

—— e
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of the property on the I0th. I also made
inguiries ag to the life of the heir
to the property, and found that in Bos-
ton, from which town he came, he hore

no one wonld trust or believe him.
My next proceeding was td visit Oak
Manor—the estate in question.—
My purpose was to have an /interview
with the proprietor, so that 1 might ob-
serve him ‘well and perhaps gain a few

 points by my sorutiny, I soon reached

the dwelling, and ringihg boldly at the
bell, demanded an interview with.Rich-
ard Meivin,. After some little delay, I
way admitteéd into' his presence. I
found him to be a ‘gentlemanly man
enough, but with rather a forbidding
cast of features. I noticed two things
in particular sbout him, one was, that
he had a club foot; and had a restless
masgnér. [ made some plausible excuse
for my visit—I think it was that 1 had
cauee for my visit—I think it was that
I'had heard he wanted tosell ‘his prop-
erty, and would like to purchase it if
such was the case” He replied to me
politely, stating, of course, that the re-

port was false, and I bade him- good

morning. i
When I left the house, I determined
to visit the stable for a reason the read-
er will discover by and by, I found twpo
very fine horses and the ostler, a goad
humuored Irishman there. ;
“Fine horses, these,"” said I,*as I en-

‘ered the door, _

. ‘Bure, an you may well say that,’
repliéd the.osiler, proid of miy notioe of
the animals. ' :

You keep them well groomed, too.!

*Faith, an” it's but little groorhing they
want.’ , :
- .V} suppose they can travel pretty
fast? iR

‘You've just bit the nale on the head.
You should have secen them the day
they came down here from new York;
why, they did’nt sweat a hair, and it's
a good twenty miles too.” | !.

*Indeed ! they did not then belong to
the late AMr. Melvin ¥ dil-u
4 ‘No, indeed. Sure, and Mr; Richard
Mglvin brought them down with him,
when he came !’ . e
‘They were not at all distressed, you
say ?' Sk

‘Divil a bit; they looked as fresh as
if th Y, had but just come out of the
stable” = . L. gt
- “¢Did Mr. Melvin arrive here in theday
time, or night time ?” o

*It was datk night.’ 3% B

‘] see you come from the old country;
here’s & quarter to drink my health—
good day ! o S 146

‘Gend day, and God blegs.you, sir!
And may the holy saints prégerve "you
sir I’ ' 0

My next proceedings was to| visit sev-
eral houses in the neighborhoéd ; and
inquire if there wasan innanywhere in

the meighborhood, but all m{ inquiries
Ithe

were without any resylt. n/set my-
gell resolutely to work toseargh for my-
self; for I was perfectly satjsfied there
must be some such placein the yicinity.

For a day or two my efforts were en-
tirely unsuccessful, but one morning,
while Wandering by theside of theriver,
I noticed the marks of horses hoofs, as
if coming. directly from the:tiver. 1
immegiately procured a Loat and ruwed
directly across—the river was hot very
broad there. I then wkirted the oppo-
site banik, until I should come ta another
landing place. After ¥ had proceeded a
quarter of a mile I reached a sput where
again the marks of horses hoofs- were
plainly to be traced ; this time, howeven,
the direction was towards the river.—
The impression was plain, th;h-horses at
this point Had embarked on d boat or-a
raft, and had been conveyed o the other
side at the point from which I had
started. | ?:

I made my boat fast and lodked about
me. I found that I was onn small is-
land, which was so thickly stadJed with

een trees that I could see buit very lit-
5:: inadvanceof me. Taking, however.
the horses hoofs as my guide, I came
upon an old, dilapidated stong building,
which had evidently been built long an-
terior to the revolution. 1t seemed to be
entirely unocgupied, for all the shutters
were closed, and thick grass and weeds
grew in profusion. @ [ ..

I first of all directed my steps.toa
sort of outhouse, and hiere I was reward-
ed by a sight which made my blood
tingle in my veins, béing nothing more
than the impression on the gravel of .3
c¢lubrfoot. ‘) hése impressions were very
frequent, and - my conclusion: was that
Mt. Richard Melvin paid frequent visits
to this uninhabitable dwelling.

wel I next
proceeded to t;;i' all the doors snd win-
dows, and foun m

them all fastened down.
1 however soon affected an enfrance by
means of one of the windows.. The first
thing that met my gaze wds a long
candle and a box of lucifer matches.—
These were placed in a small 'recess.—
Although it was daylight, I lighted the
candls aud began to_explore the house,
I first of all examined the upper portion,

‘but found -nothing. I then examined
the ground fleor, with .tguau?o suceess.

s
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a very disreputable character, and that |

NO. 5.

I did not fee] discouraged, for I felt'a
most satisfied, from the fact of the candle
b(;ng there, that such would be the re-
sult. : ] :
I.next proceeded to evamine the cel-
lar, and had not descended half a dozen
steps before I heard a faint groan. I
rushed forward and entered a spacious
vault, supported by massive pillars. [
a corner of this damp, dark and (lismal
dungeon, reclining on a heap of straw,
with manacles on his wrists and ankles,
1 saw an old man, with a long, flowing
white beard, who, I was satisfied, was
Mr. Renben Melvin. I held the candle
over his head, and saw that he wassleep-.
ing. At that moment, I heard the sound
of footsteps behind me, and turning
round, saw that it was Mr. Richard
Melvin advancing towards me with all
the ferocity of a tiger. ;

A terrible struggle ensued ; but I was
the  younger man of the two, and finally
succeoded in overpowering, and affixing
the manacles, with which he had loaded
this poor brother, on his wrists and feet

release, knew  no bounds. In-a very
few words, he informed me of all that
had passed. On the night of the dis-
appearance, he was seized by his bro-
ther and & confederate, and conveyed
to this prison without being able to give
the slightest alarm. While there, he had
been compelled, under threate of instant
death, to sign a document, the purport
of ‘which he did not know, His brother
had visited him every day, bringing him
& supply of food, but he could not have’
lasted much longer, as he was getting
weaker and weaker daily.
Everything had turned out exactly as
I expected. Thetrembling characters
of the signature to the will, and the|
fact that it had been ante-dated, con-
vinced me :hat it had been obtained by
force. I then argued that the chances
were that Mr. Reuben Melvin-was uot
dead, but insome place of confinemént.
This place. I was satisficd, must be
near Oak Leaf Manor, as it would be
im
tance without detection. I was also sat-
isfied that Richard Melvin must have
been in the neighborhood long before the
time he was supposed to have come from
New York, and it was to diseover if
my opinion was just, that 1 paid a visit
té the atables.

The poor old gentleman was conveyed

.back to his residence, and was goon grati-

fied with his daughters presence. Young
Appleby warimmediately released from con-
finement. It sppeared, by his statement,
that, on the evening of the old gentleman’s
disappearance, while crossing the garden,
he had been assailed by two men, and had
received a wound on the arm, and had
fainted from the loss of blood ; when he
recovered, it was morning, and that very
moment he was arrested on the charge of
having murdered Mr. Reuben Melvin, and
the watch and purse belonging to the sup-
posed deceased, and placed in his pocket by
Kichard Melvin, served to give some color-
ing to the charge,

I may add that, in a month or two, Char-
lotte Melvin and Leonard Appleby were
married. Richard Melvin died, after two
years confinement in the State prison, where
he bad been condemned for life. e died
however without revealing the name of his
accomplice, and he has never been discov-
ered.

. }I-- -
Sometiing About Oysiers.

A writer in the Springfield Republican de-
votes a column or wore to a discussion of the
merits of Fair Haven oysters, in the course

of which he says:

The art of cooking oysters is not so far ad-
vanced in our northern cities as it should be.
There is but one place, we believe; in all New
Haven where steamcd oysters can be bad;
and why they are not more common here is
very strange. In Washington or Baltimore
it is the favorite style of cooking them, yet
wany of our readers scarcely ever heard of
them. They aro eaten by the peck. You
call for =t least half a peck, or if you are very
huuagry, possibly a peck. Soon a small dirty
boy comes and puts a hot plategbefore you.—
Then the small dirty boy places a lump of
butter beside you. Then you put some-but-
ter on the hot plate, 'with such other season-
ing as you please, making a kind of rich gravy
of the melted butter. Finally the small dirly
boy brings a peck measure of his lestacean
viclims, plants himself square in front of you,
and by a dextrous kink of the wrist lands an
oyster with a graceful flop in tle middle of

ourplate. Then all you have to dois eat
em—ah, yes, eat 'em. ’ '

Oysters are hativé to the temperate and
warm waters of the greater part of the globe,
but nowhere else do-they grow 89 fine as In
America, and nowhere clse are they so highly
appreciated. We advise American travelers,
who have been accustomed to them at home,
not to touch them in Eugope; they will be
only disgusted and disappointed 1f they do.
Paris is famed, and justly so, for epicurism,
but Paris oysters, faugh!—they taste like
copper cents. «If America bas a natioval
dish, it'is oysters; acd they ire a dish worthy
of 8o grand a country. Give Johnny Bull his
pudding and his beef, give Johnny Crapeau
his boullon and fricandeau—we stick to oys-
ters. Who can tell how much _our national
character is fashioned by them? They are
easy of digestion, and do not make one sleepy;
they are stimulating, but do not make one
lesome; they make one enthasiastie, yet

keep his brain cool and clear.
OFFICIAL.

. LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Passed at the Second Sassion of the Thirty-sighth
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to be members of the National Institnts. 3
Be st enacted n‘(h Semate and House of Rep.
resentatives of Uniled States of America in
&-rm assembled, That so much of the et “to
'establish the Smithsonian Iustitute, for the ins
erense and diffusion of knowledge amang men"
as requites that two of the Regenta of said Ipsti-
tution shall be members of the National [astitute
in the City of Washingtou, be and the same I»
bereby repealed. ;

Approved, January 19, 1855,

[Pueric RersorurroNn—No. 4.1

JOINT RESOLUTIONS tendering the thanks of the
People and of Congress to Major General Wil.
liam T. Spnerman, snd the officers and soldiers
of his command for their gallant conduct in the
late bLrilliant movement throtgh Georgin.

Be it resolved by the Semate wud Howse of
resentatives of ‘the Uuiced States of Ameriéa
Congress assembled, That the thanks of the Peer
ple and of the Congress of the United Siates are
due and are hereby tendered to Mujor Genoral
William T'. 8herman, and through him to the

‘gallantry and goed condues in theif late campa’
from -Chattanoogs to Atlanta, and the triuniphal
march thence through Georgia to Savanuah, te:-
minating in the captare and oecupation of that
city ; ‘and that the sident cause-a al’th‘n
Jotnt Resolution to be engrossed llﬂmhhd
to Major General Sherman.

Approved, January E!“.

% ‘IPesvre~No, 8|
Ax act making appropriations for the paymidu
of invalid & nd other pensions of Ihop‘gniloc

Btates for the getr andln'g the thirtioth of Jupe,

eightecn hundred and sixtyesis,

De it enacted by the Semate-and llouse of Depres
entatives of the United States of Amurica in Con-
sgress assembled, That the following sums be.and
the same are hereby appropriated, out of any
money in the treasury not otrwrwin appropriated
for the payment of pensions for the year ending
tlire thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sizty
six. _

For invalid pensions under varfons acts, four
million dollars.

For revolntionary pensions, per acts of Mareh
eighteenth, eighteen hundred - and eighteen: |
May fifteenth,- eighteen’ hundred and tweounty-
¢ight; June seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty.
two; third section of act of July seventh, eigh-
toen hundred and thirty-eight; March l.hrrdﬁ
eighteen bundred and forty three: June seven-
teenth, eighteen hundred and forty four; Feb.
ruary  secoud and July Iwenty ninth, eightecn
hundred and fortyw=eight. nnd second soction met
of February third, eightesri handred and fifty.
three, two bundred and thirty thousand dollara

For pensions to widows, mothera, ehildren, an
sisters, under the first section of ihe act of fourth
July, cighteen hundr+d and thirty-siz; act of
July twenty-first, e ghteen hundred aod forty-
eight; first section of 1ho net of Febuary third, |
eighteen hundred avd fiity three; Jupe third,
eightcen hundred ard filty~eight: and July:
fourteenth, eighteen Lundred and sizty-two,
seven million dollars ”
8&C. 3 And be it further enacted, That the
following sums be, and the same are herely,
appropriated to sapply deficiencies in the appro-
priations fer the present fiscal year: for the
payment of pensions under the acts of March
eighteenth, sighteen hundred aund eightesn:
Muay fifteenth, eighteen hundred and tweaty-
eight; June seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty
two: third section of act of July fourth, sightesn
bundred and thirty-eix } July seveuth, eightesn
hundred and thirty-eight; January sevanteenth,
eighteen hundred and forty-four; March third,
eighteen h@ndred ‘and forry-three , Februar,
second and July twesty-ninth, oiglteen hundre
and forty-eight; and wsecond section of met of
February third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three,
sixty-five thousand dollars.

For the Enynent of pensions under the frss
section of thi aet of July fourth, eighteen huns
dred and thirty-siz § sct of July twenty-first,
eighteen huntred "and foriy-eight ; first section |
of the nct of February third, eighteen hondrod

handredyand sixty-twe, three million filve hun*
dred thousand dollars. :
Approved, Janoary 11, 1865.

g

Tho Legend of Santn Claus.

This popular name of Saint who presides
over Christmas and the toy gifis of thas
welcome seadon, is derived from Saint Nich-
olas. The legend of his ficst appearance is
an Italian one. According to this, ashoe-
maker named Giraldi, who lived in Fere
rari, was so miserably poor, that his labor
from day to day barely kept hi§ famity from
starvation, and he was unable to give even
a small_ dowry to his pretty daughters. It
was not.thought proper to marry withous
a dowry; and thus the young girls, though
each had"an admirer, were compelled to re-
main single. Their father, however, went
every morning to the shrine to pray to his
patron.saint; St. Nicholas, that ke would
work a miracle to relieve him from his dis-
tress. o :

One of his nearest neighbors, a rich mer-
chant, who chanced one day to hear his
simple petition, ridiculed the idea of his ex-
peeting the saint to take care of hid daugh-
ters, and recommended him to choose a
patron saint who would be able to do some-
thing for him. *Mine,” be eaid, *“‘is theé
Jew Buonajuto ; he lends money at two per
eent. a month; and if you know how to
manage, you may mdke four with it. He
13 not 8o deat as St. Nicholas.

The poor man was shocked at this impl-
ous speech, and assured the merchant thas
his religious faith could nover be shaken,
He went every day to church, notwithstand-
ing the other’s mockery - -
. It was now Christmas Day, when the
merchant and the Jew sectiled vp their
yearly accounts; Buonajite found e owed
his friend three hundred ducats, and wish-
ing to give him an agreeable surprise, he
ordered one of the ducks he had carefully
fattened, to be killed and roasted, and thew
with lis own bands introduced -the . three
hundred gold piecks into the ‘inside, and
sewed them up. He then sent the duck to
the merchant as a Christmas present.
~ The merchant's wife, who shared the
common prejudices ngninst ews, declared
she would not touch the duck, and the
man resolved to sell it. Whén Gi
passed on his way from church, s nm;
bor, as usval, bantered him on his dev:
showed him the Christmas gift his patron
Saint had sent him, and taunted him with
the stolidity of Saint Nicholas, who could
not even send him @& piece of bread.—
Fivally, he offered to sell the duck fors
dollar, and to wait for payment, as he
knew Giraldi to be strictly honest. The
shoemaker carricd theduck home,and whet
he carved it for his Christmas dinner, and
the three hundred ducats fell out, bis firet.
qd?mtion was—“Praise to Saini NieH-
olas!” Y TESE L
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officers and men under his commund, for l*ot
oh

and ﬁfti':ight: and July fourteenth, eightebsi -
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