e

R o . LR

——

,,Jm,.u

\, iy appest u

0

=

e W

e — .t S =

'I‘lIE SLVT!\ FL.

WM R PELL, Pmn..mu'

TILE m.-o TRST OF um-. WELLS,

His Lettors to- the- President - and Gea.
Sheridan.

Srareor Lovistana, Exsc've Dxr'r.
New Causans, June 4, 1567,

[ Telrgram.}) e -
2o Wis Exvellency Andrew Johnson, President
of the United States ;

In addvance of eommunioation by mail, 1
vespectfully and eamestly protest gning
the act of Gen, Bheridan in removing me
from oflloe a4 & usurpation of power on his
part, snd fo grasify s feoling ol persousl
mallce thwanl me bibcsgse | dared to sppest
from lus ussuthorized and arbiteary exer
clse of power In appointing & Leves
Boanl

J. Mapwson WeLis,
Governer of Louisiang
Brave or Lovmaass, Exec'va Der'r,
New Ovloans, June 4, 1887, |
To His Kaowllency, Audrew Johnwin, President
of the Uniled States

Bam . ~The enclosed order (rom Gen, Bher-
idan removing ‘me from office in respectinliy
submmitted lor your considerstion as to the
juestion (l‘\hh puwer to do so. i.\l to the
rensonin sssignisd by him for taklng this
stop, wix: That | have impeded him in the
oxecftion of the law of Congres, 1 enter
I ful hut vaphatic denind to  the scou
sation, 1 s prepand to establish the
truth of this sssertion: It §s evidently a
mere pretekt on the part of the Geoeral 1o
give the celor of cause for wn  wct which
originated in personsl  malioe towands me
teoause | dareit 1o defond myself from his
personal  attacks.  Hald the Uenoral atated
thit 1 was nn “lmpodiment” in the way to
the gratifieation of his inordinate ambition
1o make himself & groat man, he wonld have
come moch nosrer the truth than be did. |

scend to otice, His eminent skill in that
luu is well known lo this community. That

he should o far degrade tho offics be halds
us to make his otficial ordors the vehiclo of
his malice may surprise you, but not me;
who know his reckless habits.

It in not any purposs, howevor, in this
communioation to mike yoor Exoollency &
!::lny to the personnl quarrel of Gen, Slior-

lun and mysoll, Tt b loreign o the ques
tion nt bsue, which in simply, if military
communders, uader the lsw of Congrees,
have the right to remove civil officers buder
the provisional vornments. of the States
established theroby, “or; i olher words, ii
thoy posssss any  power beyond those dole-
gated in mid act, mrl definitoly ex pressoc.

Kuu\rlnu that this qavstion, towching the
goneral powoss of thy wmill cummandors
tharpunder, purticulaely growing out df the
frequonl exoreise of the removing power of
General Sheridun, is now under considemtion
by the Genural, 1 respectiully sub-
mit the case of my removal, in  convection
therewith, us another instanon of the il
exirvise of power by Gen. SBheridan,
Heving the im; of the question
involved will forth an early decision, I
lsaye the honor to be your obediont urnm,

Manmox W

Governor of rbe Blute of Lmhiuu.

BraTe O I.mrruuu, Bano'va Dur'r, {
Nuw Orleans, Juno 4, 1867, |
T'e Major Gen, P. II. Sheridan, Commanding

Fink Military Distriet ;:

Gausanal: 1 had the honor to recvive st
the hands of one of your orderlies this mor-
ing, st balf past 3 o'clock, st my residence
in defferson, u written doctiment purportiog
to be* Bpevial - Ordern No, 68" in which

n promulgnte that you have removed me
frr.-m the office of Governor ot Louisiana.

For the delieate consideration you diss

inyed in deliveriog yourorder st that enriy

r, Lowe you many thonks, as Isuppose
you meant that I should enjoy one gnotl
n'ght's sleop before my decnpitation. It
Mﬂl ln me o d.inl-[lprl;u
oNT oX pectat t, strange to say, the
{ﬂ'uu Mp‘ymmh did nf: drive
from is. 1 retursed to my cono
with » of rolief that m;ﬁhvunn
worse, When the moming paper came,
:muhln%‘a:rapyld your ulw: the
seretary of War, 1 agnin congratuisted my-
mudlhl sinteton, a8, knowing
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| oat the luw af Congresa, You'received my

wisit courteously, smd 1 Iyliy ex
woull T hidffonlous fiatios beiwen s
When, however, the time arrived for you Lo
st in the appointment of registrars, and in
the romoval and_sppoiotment of officens, |
Miscovered no disposition on your part 0
consult ne In the plghtest manner, whi
we a loyal Oovertor, snd IRTHAtYy
quainted with the people of the-State, hﬂd
not think unreasonable in mo to expect of
you. Idid oot complsin, however ; my of
ficial interconrse with you was lnqnﬂl..
Ahough about this timo 1 saw rubliubd
wliat plll’]u’ll“h‘!! 1o he an '11!.!"[ ol & Térter
trom you to the Secritary of War or Gon-
eral Grant, in which yaa msked for advice
an to your power of removal, as it wan prob-
uhle you wonid find it uecessary to remove
mie from office. T huve soen no deninl  from
vou s to the suthorship of that letter, —
'\n!imllhhlumlmg thesa ropeatert evidenos
of an unfrdendiy spirlt on your pari, 1 mid
nothing. and 1t was only when yoo
to mullify my appointment of 3 Levee
Hoard nnd to substitute one of your own,
which 1 think you had no suthority nn
der the lnw of Congress to do, that re-
ferrodd Lthe guestion of your right to appeiot
to the proper officers ar W lil'lﬂltlﬂ to de-
eide. I o remonstrato ngaiost the fegal
and arbitrury exeesise of power by you—
having no connection with the law of Con-
resa, whivh u|ne"il'k!n|ly defisis your duties
~in nn Funpsiisienc” o the sxocotion of | %7
the law, then your power in sapretme, which,
in-my opinion, was nover contemplated h’
thig KL of Congrens,

But, Genernl, you ame oot conient with
« lumgm;: wo nh wn “impediment™ to the ex-
ecullon of the law, ss your sole ressbn Jor
removing me from office, As if eonsclous
that the charge was a more inventiop of
yours to allurd & pretext for dodng -wm asct
you had predolermined on to gratify au an/
ciont grudge, vou come down to your e
forte,  and pour out the vials of your
wrath in'a stream of abuss and sewrrility
on my devoled hemd. - You will pardon me,
General, for not imituting your example by

ay of retalistion. My education has lioen
sadly defieient fn that polite branch ol lis

to you as withoat an equal. 1 casnot for-
, bear the remark, however,

Major General of the United

fog in person Nis own honésty, it may well
excite s ciirinsity in the ecommunity to sur-
mise the cansg thetofor, As W your chargo
of sppointing rebels to office, il it In »
erime, 1 would like fo sak, General, if you
wre fres frow the sipig munflnq Out of
s Levee Board mpol-ll of five members,
one of your appaintees was & member of the
Socesslon Convention, abd sigoed the ordi-
nance of seoession ; anothor is not & citizen
of the United Statd, bat elaimed the pro-
tection of the British flag ob the arrival of
Commaodore Farragut aud his fleot, aod &
third was o blockude runner, who wis ar-
rested and tried Ly » mlliu.r; comrhrinsion.
‘There is n trite muxim, General, in this con-
nection, which it wonld be well for you to
remumber in your future al contro-
versien,  Equally famity snd unfortunate in
point of memory I8 your lnsinustion that
you conld not find me ob, tha day of the
riot, whon [ called #t your office on my way
o l:v:.hmk'i Institdfts, und talked over the
matter with you. I did ot call da for
u gunsd, Iumunm hadl boen "o
,I:}..ln' thpmi { lalum
aving « o r m ta
umemlgg me, and deﬁ:lul mysell from
what 1 wuuln to be s wanton snd malie
clous atlack on'my charscter on your part,

| lemve the oo v hetwerh us, DOUGLAS BELL,
Tt-is with po plessure I Bave been forond | May 30—4f i Beguage.
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