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From the Walbing ederalifts
I "We liave not had, mor do we exped
have, fufficient leifure to attend fo purticn
Yarly to the prefident’s meflage as the dif:
feren: fubj=&s contained in it deferye : we
eanrot however forbear making a few re-
watks, ariling from a curfory perufal.

Tt is well knogn tq have been heretofore
euftomary for the Prefident, at the com-
mencement of every (effion of Cangrefs, to
delivér his [peech perfanally. "This by lome
has been faid to be ot imitation of Britifh
precedent, an alBmilaf ion to monurchy, in
oppofition to true_1dpublicanifm.  But of
this we believe m Wathington. tahave
beenas gool a julge; as Mre Jeficdon, and
far more of a republican. The Pielident’sd
pegleét of a perfonal | addréfs appears rather
than ethéiwile an jonovation inteaded to
catch fome childifh npplavfe,.  What were
thole * circamflanges’’ ‘that rendered his

refence in the Capital ¢ incoavenient 2"

The 8ddrefs is cohicluded by again ufing
the vameaniog Framch expredfion of « ac-
cept the homage of my high relpe& and -
confiderarion.” It werg far bedter facred,
ly torpay to the. dgud Tt ip v finange of
refpe&t and covbiderd tisn.

The firlt glance 21 the Meflage difcovers
the Prefident’s anxid 'y to feize populatity.
The whole perforoyance befpeaks this the
great obje®. Heonce the moft popnlar
ftrings are touched to gain the approbation,
of the unreflcéting imultwede.  Every Ma:
giltrate who touches the purfe, touches
feclings and excites the hatred of the peo-
ple, bowever urgent the neceflity © hence
the general diflike bharbored againft thofe
who levy taxes, and hence the univerfal po
pularity of thofe who endcavour to caufe
a celation of taxss.  The Prefident’s con-
fcioufnefs of this 1¢adily explains the reafon
of his mcfluge being direed alielt wholly
to the recommend ation of alterations of our
Taws relative to 1 he-inteinal revenue, and
to the pretendedily unneécellary expeacesof
that part of the Judiciarylately ettablithed,
aod permancntly f xed according to the con-
fitution. _ :

. Peemifing thefe things, we fce the po
Bey of the Prafident in direfing, the st-
sention of the legd flature to the internal re.
venwe, 2nd fo froingly urging ite total de-
fruQion ; a meafiare that may catch popu-
lar agsention for a moment, but which may.
prove exceflively injurious. The Prefident
fays that, without this internal revenue,

the remaining fources of revenve will bé-

#ufficicot to defray the expences of govern-
ment, pay the interclt of our public debts,
&c. We sre informed that two heavy in-
flalments of the [Dutch debt become due in
the years 1802 and 1803, ameunting fo
mearly two millions of dollars esch year.
However the rep ort of the Secretary ot tic
Treafury, giving the amount of our inter.
nal and other revi-nue, will better enable us
to judge of the e3 pediency or incxpedicucy
of dellroying the internal revenve. Yetit
ought not to be flrgoten that this revenuc
ariles nat from tlie purfes of the poor, us
fupgelted by Me. Jeffesfon, but from the
zich ; it ought not to be forgotten that e-
ven if eur foreigii debts, or the fuppori of
government, did jaot re quive its continyance,
there are vy many uleful, important and
necelfary miodes of expending it ; the pub-
bic roads, natiaoal infitutions, &e. &ec.
How differently does Mr. Jefferdon reafon
in his Noties on Virginia.  In how many
ways, for public utility, does he fay money
can and anght to be expendeid ; and how
eafily, dors he affert, cao fums much lar-
ger :han t he amcuat of our interoal revenue,
be raifed {or fuch purpofes, without the na-
tion’s teeling lofs or fullaining an injury.
He did pot then reafon like a man greedy
of an illutiory anid fhort hved popularity, at
the expetice of a conflitution, or the de-
firu&tion of a goverament.— It ought not
to be forgrotten how foon, in a contelt with
our Spanifh seijjhbours, or otherwife, this
revenue may be wanted ; nor how difficult
* it will be to cotnmence it again, .
The revenue arifing from the poftage of
newlpapers is infignificant : the trouble im-
menfe. - We printers will certainly have no
obje&ion to its being ftopt.

The Prefide vt bas one laughakle argu. ¢

ment in favor of deftreying the revenue ;
he fpeaks of wirs, * which might not gq.
hapshappet byt from the temptations offer-
ed by thattrepfure.””  Thisis like advifing

fuch tiches wiight bz a temptation to law-

falige L=
I'he oblervations of the Prefident rela-

circumfantial. - It i certainly expedient

pelt yyMthar our armed velfcls fhould have liberty .

not only to repel but to and 2& on
the w.-?"l!h Pccxr:’ ;lﬂ that we

(eck peace, * from a confeimtions ?ﬂ t
dire@ the emergier of our nation ro th il
tiplication of the human race.”—~All will feel
grateful to Mr, Jefferfon for reminding us
of our patural propenfities. We wifh o/l
would adhere to this multiplying obje@ in an
honeft and lawful way. .
The Preflident condemm in an indire&
yet moft fevere and unjult manver, the ad-
miniftrationg of Wafthington aod Adame,
He fpeakes of ** agevcics created by Exe-
cotive Auchority,”” *¢ ulelefs things” * ge-
# oeyal tendency to multiply officesand de-
¢ pendencies, and to increale expence to
« the ultimate term of burden which the
“ ecitizen can bear.”” Whole “ general ten-
dency” ia here audacioufly ment ? How art-
fully yet foolifhly cautiousis Mr. Jefferfon
in many of his declarations, where the to
tal deftruétian of jultice urges a meany am-
biguous exprefion, This low cunting of
expreffiop marks, ofln‘an the Piefident’s
communpications, Hig Piedecelloss never
Mﬂ!ed'ﬂlch. ; :
The Prefident tells the legiflatore not 1o
(e:arate till they have dooe for the militia
every thing that could be done, ewere am ene=
my at or door.  How much is this? Che
expence of twenty regular regiments, pro-
acccured- and difcipliucd. ,w?uld be
Lﬁumplﬂd withythe expancest m:par-
ing the militia as propufed. h %
“ The judiciary fyftem of the ?lted
Srates, and efpecially that portion of it re-
cently erectyd, will of conrfe prefent itfelf
to the contemplation of Congrefs.” How
will the judiciary prefent itfelf, of cowrfe ?
We are however happy to be informed that
this daring and molt defiruétive attack on
the Conftitution is properly appreciated by
the demoeratic members of the houfe ; ma-
ny, of whom, it is faid, have declared l._h_mt
unwitlingnely to go-to fuch lengihs with
the deftoying Esccutive. 1f an attempt
thould be made to- interfere here, farewel
to our goveroment: the time will bave
which Gen, Wafhiagton prophétically fore-
told would precede the to
the government,
The Prefident fpeaks very well on the
fubje@ of Juries. Juries by lot are [uppof.
ed to be the moft impartial : and propba-
bly fome law will be paffed to eftablifh this
mofl eligible mode. . -
As a literary performance, we can truly
fay it is the leaft incorre@ of his writings
He has wilely * correfted the procedure™
with regrard to rheworic. . He does not me-
 camorphofizé metaphors and disfigure fi
gures, with fuch rafthoels and cruelty as
heretofore.  He does ndeed in one inflance
introducca figure, and, as ufua!, makes
bung'ing wok ofit.  He [peaks of Agri.
caliure Manufatures, Commerce and Na-
vigation. thef fomr pillare of our profperity,
then mofl thriving &c. As wel! mighe a

man talk of aﬂiuria‘biﬂg pm'r of Andireons.

———

To ANDREW STERRETT,
Licutenant and commander of the U. States
Jeknaner Lnterpr ze,
WasmingToN, DEC. 1, 1801.
Sir,
The tecretary of the navy, the repular
organ for.the prefent communication, be-
g abfeot from the feat of governmeat,
for caufes which may Hetain him for {ome
time, 1 do myfell the pleafure withoue fue-
ther delay, of exprefiing to youon behalf
of your country, the high fatisla&ion in.
{pired by your condu@ in the late enggge-
meot with the Tripolitan cruifer captured
by you. Too long, for the honor of nati-
ons, hiave thofe Barbavians beea fuffered to
trample on the facred faith of treatics, on
the rights and laws of human nature. You
have thewn to your countrymen that the
enemy caonot meet bravery and kkiil united.
In proving to them that our palt condelcen-
lions were from a love of peace, not a dread
of them, you have deferved well of you
country, and have merited the high efteem
and cenficeration of which 1 have now the
pleafure of affuring you. '
Tu: JEFFERSON.

Bulsimores .Dée. 3, 1801+

Sl‘.
Ido myflelf the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your excellency’s letter of the
firft inftaot.
. It bas been my greateft smbitinn to dif-
charge my duty as an-officer of the Ameri.

tive to Tripali are corre&, but ncedlélsly

“ &

can mavy, atall limes, with prompincls &

ko

|

coine * when thofe ingovations are mage |
deffri&ion of

fideli¥ 7 7-to have received my country’s &
your_ exiellenty’s approbatioy of the late
oopgiet cycra faithle(s ahd Barbarian ene:
my, &¢hicved by the valor and good con-
do@ of the officers and crew 1 had the ho-
nor to command, is a reward which I efi-
mate zﬂii my weyits ; bot of which 1
fall et chierith a gravefol recollection,
partiewliely for the very flattéring manner
in which “your ‘exccllency has been pleafed
to cODMy it.

£ feye the hodor to he *
ith profound refpe
your excellency’s

obliged hoaible fervant,

# ANDREW STERRETT.

[w and commander of the U. States
Lnterprine,

CONGRESS.

GRE

OF REPRESENTATIVES,
* Mopday, December 14,

M. Nicholfon, called up the refelation
concerhiog Timothy Pickering, Efg. Mr,
Nﬁhﬂqgn. on further confideration of the
{ubjeg, was convinced that the relolution
oug e met to refer to Mr. Pickering alone,
he would therefore offer another refolution,
that & committee be apfointed to enquire
whet B the monics drawn from the trealu.
vy been faichfully applied and accoant-
cd foryhas by law.appropriated, and to en-
quire what sules or reguiations are further
neceflary.

Mr, Bayard. He thought the refoluti.
on exprefled in too gencral langnage, and
inyolved . an almoft endlefs inveftigation :

e wihed to know if the gentleman meant
‘a ination of all the monies & appro
priatipns, or of the fecretaries of fate alone,
and J the fecretanies of [tate only, he wifh-
¢d to kiow whether the committee propef-

ed wite to go back to the commencement
of thgfederal gnvernment,

B. faid he did not doubt, nay he
koéwyl that money had been appropriated
“to wig) not at the time of the appropriation,

by law,. that the public fervice re-
it, hé;“ Congrels afterwards jultified
udt,

e ayard declaved that the gentleman
(Ms. Nicholfon) bad done honer to himfelf
as well as to Mr. Pickering, by his can-
did declaration of his beliet that Mr. Pick-
ering had ever condufied™ with the ftiictelt
honefty and integrity as a public officer ;
he confidered (uch a declaration from fuch
a gentleman, as fufficicnt to fatisfy every
mind on the fuhjcét ; fufficient to filence
all the vile {lundérs and bafe falfchoods that
had been circulated.

Mr. Nicholfon. He faid he had made the
reflution general, in order to comprehend
alfs the war and navy department; as well
as the department of fate ; though bis firit
refolution was intended only for Mr. Pick-
ering ;7 a8 the department of ftate was mote
eafly of inveltigation than the others ; he
however now wifhed the refolution to ex.
tend to all,

Mr. Giles. He had always been in fa
vor of making fuch enquiries ; Lie was the
tirt who advanced the propriety of fuch en-
quiries on the part of the houfe, tho’ his
former propofitious on that head had been
treated with difréfpe@.  Difburfments of
pablic money always exeited the fenfibility
of the people, they were ever anxious to
kaow to what ufcs their moncy was put.
He was much plealed with the refolution,
asit would go te al/ the former fecretaries
&c.and as it would filence all calumnies
from all quartera, ~ He bad ne difpofition
to {ufpe& a want of integrity; but he be-
lieved that 10 fome or all departments, prac-

wemely ivcorreét, and might be injurious.
He wilhed that all the doors of information
might be opened, that all might obtain
koowledge on thefe fubjefis. He did not
know why this bad oot been done before :
it is certainly high sime it was done : not
from any regard to individuals, but from
the obligations each member was under to
his conftituents, and all to the public, they

|were bound to make thefe enquiries: he

fhould therefore give his hearty approbation
to the refolution extending to all. He
conceived that all the modes of tranfading
bufinefs, and the expenditures of all meney
ought to pafs in review before that houfe;
and that :: fhould himfe)f bring forward a
refolistion in a fhort time to this ¢ffe&t, mak-
ing & flanding law for thispurpofe.

Doftor Mitchel. He was pleafed with
the . ution, It was the duty of the

houfe 8 filence thefe calumuics ; or it offi-

-

‘ever Thould "o

tices had beep intreduced that were ex-

cers had condu®ed amifs, it oﬂzh o
knows, theugh he was far from fpl:':ﬂ.i::
any corruptions I sothing were loft or
mifpent, #ill he withed'to know the fituati-
on and mode of public sccounts, It was
alfg neceflary to evable the comptroller to
fettle his accounts, as he way fometimes
obliged to hefitate, for the want of vouch.
:u. : l'ﬁhe obje&kof the relolution he tho't
woteld ; to make enquiries, an

mﬁ for B1:om'.-&'i,n ir_rSgnhritiel.d 10 e

r.. Bacon i
with fimilar ngnn:n.t':.d Doatfr i

Mr. Bayard. He coogratalated the gene
tlemen on the lppum:e of ?unimitg;?l :
this enguiry. The gentleman (M. Giles)
was miftaken in what he faid of his attempt,
formerly to @eke thefe enquirics : he re.
membered fio inflance of rhat geotleman's
bringing forward any refolution, of that
kiod, that was. difrefpe@Fully treated in
this boule : for his part he never did mor
id “oppofe fuch : Le confidered
fuch eoguirics asjanfwering valuable prupof-
es, both as giving information to the peo.
ple, and operating as a check on public of-
ficers,—He fhould have no objeion to Mr.
Gile's intended refolution, but he believed
it would be more difficult than that gea-
tleman imagined to form regulations that
would inall toflances a ly 3 it had been
aud ever would be the ca ¢, that fom:tiﬁlc:
more muncy would be wanted than was
propriated by law, and fometimés not fo
much  Coufidering our vak extent of
country, and the muliiplicity and uncer-
tainty of public hufinefs, there could be no
remedy for this in many inftances, There
was fometimes a redundancy; or deficiency,
the redundency had fometimes been taken
to fupply a deficiency elfewhere : and fach
will often be the cafe or public bufinefs muft
fuffer ; and it would certainly be injurious
to apply refiriftions in all inRances. He
would mention ong inflance. The Com-
wiflioners of this City had expended all the
money appropriated to compleating the
buildings and preparing for the reception of
Congrels. ‘What was to be doae ? In the
office ;L thf! Beeretary of State there wag
an excefs o fati The Secreta.
ry cunf:clvcdm f jultifiable, in convert.
ing this. __eaxc:h&'_ o the fu ﬂ of the defiei-
ency § an o prevent  dninfun |
public. X bt

LIt might alfo have been afked what ap-
propriations were made for “the removal of
the public offices from Philadelphia o
Trenton, doring the time of the fever 2]

Mr. B. oblerved, that frcm fources on
which he could depend he was enabled to
affure the houfe that the accounts of Mr.
Picke ing were fetiled, except fome fmall
fums for which the vouchers could not at
prefent be’ obtained, though it was well
koown that the money was appropriated as
dire@ed by law : nor ‘did Mr, Pickering
owe theipublic one farthing. But the re-
folution comprehends too much. He with-
ed it only to extend to the heads of De-
partments. '

Mr. Giles. He was gratified with the
calmncls and temper with which this feflion
had commenced: he hoped it would con«
tinue to diftingoifh all their deliberations.
He role principally to fay that the geatle-
man ( Bayacd ) was incorre& in bis ftatement
relative to his (Mr. Gile’s) not having ia-
troduced a refolution formerly to make en- -
guiries into the Rate of the public »ﬁ:;etm 3 -
but this was before Mr. ard was a
member of the houfe,

Mr. Giles faid, he did mot doubt but it
was {ometimes juftifiable to appropriate mo-
ey to ules not authorifed by law ; yet of-
ficers thus appropriating ought ever to call
on the next Congrefs todecide the peceffity
or propriety of fuch sppropriations, The
refolption does not go to define [ufficient.
che duties of the committee as it now

ands, the committee, will be obliged to
go back twelve year. It oughis to limit
the duties of the committee and fpecify to
what they thould attend,

On motion, carried, and a committee of
feven appointed.

‘A commonication was received from the
Secretary of the Treafury, containing 8
lift of |Ppr9ptiltiﬂlll neceflary for the ycar
1803,  and fundry other documents. :

The houfe them refolved itfelf into a coma
mittee of the whole on the flate of the uni.

Mr. Smith introduced » refolution;  the

ying difcriminating duties on tonnage and

3. Deanin thought the honfe not 7ipd:
for a difcuflion at prefent, n’f '
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