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BERCEAUWU,
ot the debates 1n Congress an the ppnl
vented our pdi:n in lhn:l due
: ; subjectt | we however deem
:;:.r::ﬁ::rh;'n;m the 'reu{m:ion of Mr. Giiswold
worthy of imsertion at this late period, 16 the offi-
ceps ol the lcmujmnhin::;_ were wroRg in
i without. § ¢ : 9
:P;Iw:r!full Mr. Jeffecson Lo _umn; 39
chousand dollars on a Freneh ve sel Withudit any ap-
propriation or authority whatever ?

Mr. Grifwold's Refolution. .
- Kel'ulvred. :{at ‘the fecretary of fate

THE lengta
of the Judiciary,

be direfed 10 report to shis houfe whether

“the fum of 32,839 d. are and §4 cents
expended in the repairs put upoa thegor-
vette Berceau before her delivery to the
Freoch Republic was expended to fit the
Berceau for the [ervice of the United
States, or.far the purpofe of delivering hee
up in * conditioa to the French Re-
public in conformity to the Ripalations of
the conveation of the -Udfted States and
France —and that ke tranfmit to this houfe
copies of all papers in bis office, which re-
late to the repairs of the Bereean,”
General Smith, who atted as fecretery of
the Navy and gave the orderi for repair
jog the Beiceau, appeared to be alarmed
the refolution, and propofed that it
ould lie on the table, : L 4 “

" Mr. Grifweld fuid theve way great dif-

ulty in cailing up arefglution laid upon

: the table, and for that realon he hoped it

would be immediately a&ed upon. He
{#id there was nothing in the refolution
ich required deliberation ; it merely
ed for a fa& which the houfc aught tu
w and which the fecretary could very
ily communicate. He had never fup
ed that there was any fecret in the
@finc(s which gentlemen need to hefitate
ut ;—if that. was the cale and they
uld {ay fo. he had no with to draw 1t
gt ; if vot, there could be no reafon for |
hholding the information from the
h@le, and time would be faved by aQing
0 it immediately.
r. Giler hoped the confideration of the
refolution would be pofipaned. Hedil.
gimed the knowledge of any (cercey, but
:l;ucd for time to conlider the fubje&.
He belicved that :thie order for repairing
the Bercean was given by the former ad
miniftration, and that the prefent lecretary
had only completed what the former one
had begun. Befides, he faid, the refolution
called for the motives of the efecutive,
which he confidered as improper.
Mr. Bayard boped the relolution would
be a&ed upon immediately. It was im-
material to him what adminiftration had
given the ordere; but it was important 1o
know for what purpofe the moocy had
been expended, whether for the ufe of the
United States, orfor the ufe of France.
Another argument which fhewed the .
portance of the informativn wad the dif-
terence of opinion betwren himlelf and the
gentleman ﬁcm Virginia lal up.  He had
good reafon 1o belicve, and from very re-
cent converfation with the former fecretary
of the pary, that that fecretary had exprefs-
ly ordered that no expenles fhould be bee
It was ptoper
iJrthe houfe and the cuuntry to kaow whe-
ther his information or that of the gentle.
an from Virginia was corre®.—He de-

‘ared, that he could not fee how the in
‘ormation—could be devied ; all that the

:frefolution aflked for wis a limple fa®, whe-

iher the Berceau was repaired as a French
veflel or.aa American veflel ; it was cer-
tainly peoper that this faé& fhould be
known :—Never hefore the. prefunt: feffion
had he known information denied, when
that information was neceflary to enable
members to form corre@ opinions upon any
fubjectof national importance. This in

formation could be procared with lirtle
trouble, could certainly do no ivjury, and
ought therefoie to be granted, though
thole who are in hahits of intimacy With
the affairs of the cabinet may not want it
on their own account. . He : faid the gen

leman from Maryland (Gen. Smith)
thivks we aught not to be continually trou
bling the ¢xccurive officers ; we mult con
clude then that thele officers are no longer
to be coulidered an fervants, 1 had not
expedind, faid he, o loon after this houle
has voted to thofe officersa very confider.
able increafe of flary to be told that we

mult not afle for information i uportant-to-|-

us, for fear of giving them' tronble —A
geatleman has iaid 1hat we are calling for
the motives of the executive.—We fimply
afle, was thau thip repaired for the United
Staies or Yor France? Gegtlemen will pot
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tell us that the interefts of the United

ly-one that it can be_of po importaute to
the legiflature to kpow whether 33,000 dol.
lars takerr out of the treafury has been ex-

for the;ufe of France.

refolation by firiking out fecretary of Rate
and inferting leorctary of the navy, . Whe
ther the general fuppofed that his brother,
the fecretary of the pavy, would make a
- more frank and impartial ‘difclofure of this
affair, jo which he (remed fo much inter-
efted, than would be made by the fecretary
of Rate, he did not direftly fay. He was
however eppoled to the refolution, even if
amended as he propofed, hecaule it went
to deémand the motives of the executive and
to afk for what purpofe they had made the
repaire. - _ -

Mr: Dana ‘had no objeétion to the a-

houle.

mendment propoled, if it wasthought more
proper to make the inguiry of the lecretary
of the ndvy. “He was; however, of opinien
that there would be no impropriciy in mak

ing the application to the [ecretary of
ttare, as that officer had already, of hisowa
accord, made feveral Ratements refped ing
the Beresan, aMd the ook experded Th re-
pairing her. He declared him!:If unable
to underftand the force of the nbjection

which gentlemen made to the relolation,

to cxcctitive motives, He had not hear®™
theintentions of the ¢xecutive relative to
this affair impeached, nor did he feel any
inclination to impeach them, but he

public expenfe for the ufe of the Unied
States or for that of the French nation.
Mr. Giles faid a giear deal of noife had
been made about ‘this veflcl, and much
clamour had been raifed againlt the Prehi-

France. If gentlemen expe&ed to increafe
this clamour by the refolution now brought
forward, they would be dilappointed. Any
ferviiblewmau would 0ot #éed’'a minute’s re.
fle@ion to convince him that there can be
no {[ympathy between the executive of this
country and that of France. He hoped
and believed that the prefident felt oo par.
tiality to the goverument of any foreign
uation ; certain he was that he felt no
fuch partiality for that of France. No
two governments could be more diametri-
cally oppoled in their views and obje&ts
than thé¢ gnvernments of thele two nations.
Mr. Giles faid, that a very few days would
conyince the world that no fympathy ex-
ills between the exccurive of this country
and that of France. He was oppoled 10
the refolution ;- he thought it im proger,
and that the precedent would be dangerous,
yet to convince genilemen thet he was dif
pofled to fatiafy their zeal bie thould vote for
It. . o
Mr. Randaiph went inte a zealouvs dif
cuflion of the tefolution laid before Con-
grels for an cuquiry refpeéting Jonathan
Robbins. He taid that the wmformation
called for un that occafion was denied.

Mr. Bayard proved trom the journals
that the geutleman’s fatement was not
corrett 3 that the houfe did allow the call
to be made, the informavion was furnilhed
by the pichdent aud atted upon by the
He hoped the fame courle would
be purfued on the pretent occafion

A loug eonverlation refpe@ling Jonathan
Robbing took place, and would probably
have continued much langer had not the
fpeaker called back the attemtion of the
huufe to the refolution under confiderati-
on. :
Geaneral Smith, wha-appeared oot at all

ali vhat part of the refolution which men
tions the(um expended, and which makes
the ingniry whetherthe expenditure was to
fit the Berceau for the fervice of the Unit-
ed Btates or for delvery 1o Frunce.

Mr. Nicholfon faid that it was thejfirft time
that be had  heard of a propofition for cal-
ling upon the gxécutive lor their motives §
for inquirig what wae their obje& in do-
ing this or that. He faid that the prefent
{ccretary could not. give the information
demanded by the relolution, and if he could,
it would be improper ta afl for it

General Smith - wihdrew Lis-amendments

Mr. Euflis propifed to amend hy calling
for all the papers relative to the purchafe as
well as the repairs: of the Berceau, He
faid fome falts ;pot expefted would be dif.
clofed. ' .

States and of France have become fo entire-

pended for the ufe of the United States’ of |

General 3mith, prapofed to smend the

on the ground ‘of its being ao euquiry in-
thought it proper that the houfe fhould

know whother that vellel was ticted up at a4 |

dent under’an idea of his parrality to |

tovijuy the debate; moved to ftrike out |

M. Grifwold had nc-o.bjc&im" 0 the aa’

R

mendmeot, and was willing to carry the
énqoiry to any exicat that gentlemen might
chufe. He f(aid bhe was Turprifed to ind
gentlemen Rill exculiog the denial of iafor
‘mation which they feemed difpoled to make,
“unde: the plea, that the refolution was an
enquiry into motiyes. He pot a cale which
die faid was parallcl,  Suppofe an applica-
tion (hould be made to purchale cannon and
‘ball for the navy, and another to purch.fe
cannon and ball ‘for the army. No ocoe
would precend that military Nlores could be
putchafed out of the navy fund. Suppofe
then, thai the government Mould purchafe
t quantity of cannon and ball irom the fund
appropriated to naval purpoles ; every one
would Tay thut the Tegiflature would have a
right 1o enquire, nay, it would be their du
Iy t0 eaquue for what puipole thefe fup
plies wire purchaf:d, and whether the mo
rey had Eren applied conlormably to the
tirection of the law.—S0 10 this cale we
hercly ioguire to what parpofe 3 certain
bom of public money has been expended ¢
fne when this guztion has been officially
ilwered we fhail be able to Jecide whether
licle wis a-y appropriation which would
L pulify [ach an expendiiare.
M- Bacon wined a divfion of the quef
Ton, 11 that a vote might tifi be takeu up
on that part ot the relolution which he laid
inquiied 101> the motives of the repains, &
yfterwands upon tha which called for the
cipics ot papers and documents.  He {ail
helhould be oppofed 1o the ficit and jn fa
f the lalt.  He faid the demand in the
| tgolution was jull a3 improper as it would
|'be wo demand of the Prefident, what was
14 objeit in recommending a tepeal of the
wn final taxes 5 whethér (o icbieve the ci-
[ zeim of & barthen, or to deltroy the go
i varmment. The cafes are exactly fimiar,
| Mr. Bacon reprated (his three vimes, and
then hie lag duwn. .
1| Mr Moreis of New York, moved toa
md the retoluiion by itriking out the fe
lmlary. and iulerting fo asto rrquelt the
‘ Piefident to diredt the proper officer to lay

v

Eh information before the hovfe.
& 1. Grifwold agreed 10 the amendment

enl it wae of courfc adopred.—The quetiion
was called for.—Some inguired wirat the
queition was —Mr. Grilwold remarked
that no alteration had been made in thic re-
folution.

Mr. Nicholfon faid he did not very well
underftand the qu-ttion, and therefore mov
ed to adjourn — The adjournment was car
ried.

Thofe who are not acquainted with the
my ‘teries of the prefent md:r of things will
think it very wnaccountable that the minit-
terialifts hould fpend two diys in oppoling
the admiflion of an aricle of wformation fo
perfetly reafonable and fo evidently im
portant as that afked for by the reflolotion,
The fubje@ ‘delerves alittle explanation.
It is (tated in che documents laid before
Congrefs  that the repairs put upon the
Berceau colt nearly 33,000 dollas,  des
well known that when theic repairn were
ordered the was jniended to be delivered up
to France. = Ltis further knowa 1hat no ap-
propriation was made by law for this pur
pofe i that the Prefident, in his meflage,
has talked about fpecific appropriations, &
cenlured the expenditure of moury withou
fuch appropriations. It appears by the do

cuments laid before Congrefs that the mo
\ nines expended i the reparr of this veflel
1 were taken trom the fund appropiiated to

| the {upport of’our own vavy, and that by
| applying them in this manner, they have
been diverted from the objefs of the ap
propriation and applied to delray the ex
penfes of our foreign intercourfe.—Eveiy
body knows how much clamour has been
raifed againit the former agminitrations,
aot for taking mouvies from s fund appropri

ated to one object and applying them toa
totally different objc&, as has heen done
bere, but merely for making particolar ap.
plications - uader gencral appropriations 3
| fuch as applying parts of the funds sppro-
pristed 1o maval purpofes to the purchale of
naval yards, &c, Under thele circumftanc.
es, the minifkerialills could not be prevailed
opon to have official documents laid before
the public, ‘which would prove-thay they
have gone fo much beyond all former exam-
ple in the difcretionary application of pub-
lic money, at the very time that they were
-erying our againft allowing any difcretion
whatever

Ou Tuelday, April 6:h, Mr. Grifwold"s
refolution was again called up, when Mr.
Grifwold rofe and faid, that he thouphe it
important that the refolution whi b e had
jobmitted to the houfe thould paly in fows

[form, but he was difpoled, as far us poffic
ble, to remove every objeétion to the par-
ticular phrafeology; and as fome geatlemen
had thought the form in which it was
prefeated - yelterday, exceptionable, , be
would, for the purpofe of weeting their
ideas, and of remuving the ohje@ions which

.

iad been raifed, withdraw that refolution
and fubmit the following

“ Relolved, that the Prefident be requeft.
ed to direét the praper officer fo report fo
this boufr wwhether the fum of 32,839 do'lars
and 54 cenls was expended upon toe corvelte
Berceau ajter it wvas . determined 1o deiiver the
Jame to the Freneh govcrnment agreeably 15 the
Hipalations of the convention betaveen the United
States and Fraace and to lay before this
boule copies ot all papers and documents
relating to that veflc|
" Mo Giles moved to fhike our that pare
of the refalution which 15 printed in Italics.
He faid the houfe had ve right to the infore
tation alked for by that part of the refolus
100 ; 1t related to an aét purely executive &
the hovle) hid @ right 1o interfére, and to
wiquite of the «<xecutive wheiher er not
teir malives w\:rc pure.
Mr. Bacom could ot vote for the refolu-
tion unlels amended. becanis ha ohrols i
tndicated an uwurealoneble jralouly of the
exccutive, i
Mr. Grifwoid hoped the motion to Rrike
out would not prevail,  That vellel, faid
he, was purchaied by the Uanited Siates, it
was repatred at great expenle, after having
been dilmatled, and was delivered up to the
Freach, The gentleman frem Virgioia hag
very cu:rccilr tated that this was an exe-
cutiveact,  The velfel was repaired and de.
livered up by the cxecutive alone. ' We wilh
to be informed by (he exceutive of certain
fatts relative to this tronfadtion, We do
not afk to be loformed of mortives, The
maney which was expended _upon the vef-
fel was public moncy ; it was money ap pro-,
pliated to naval purnoles; we now wifh 1o
kopw whether 1t has been applied, confor-
mably (o the appropriation; in defrayicg
the expenies of out paval eflublifhneat, or
withvat an ppropriation in carrying ioto
execution our Lieary with Fraonces I have
aever kunown [och infurmation denied when
atkcd for. “The iuformation afkid for by
the ref8lution is fimpiy whetlier (his expen'a
diture of public moucy was prior or [ubfe«
quent £ _the determination of the execu-
uve to deuver up the vellel.  We bave a
vight to know in what manner the publie
moncy is expended, aad it is our duty to
inquire whetbier it has heen applied accord.
ing to law.  Suppole the Secretary of the
Navy thuuld sppiy a flum of public moncy
(0 the ercetion ot a building upen his own
ground ; would now thirhoule have a right
ta inquite for what purpofe’ that building
was cielied, whether for marine barracks
or for us own private ufe, and would it not
be the ducy of the execntive to givetheina
formatior. 2 Yet fuch an iuquiry would be
as much an  inquiry icto motives as that
contemplated by the relolution. 1f Con.
grels o its return to this place fhould find a
acw building eielted at the public expeafe
and attached to the capital, would it-not
be proper to iuquire of the Prendent why
this had been oone,” for what purpele it
was defigned, and having cbtained the in-
formatioi, 10 judge whether the public
good required fuch an expenditure ?
Mr. Morrie of New York, 1 am fur.
prifed that gentlemen perhit in denying thip
wnformation —This is indeed a new doca
truie. What! have ot the reprefeotatives
of the people @ right to inqujse into the ex.
pendituie of public money 7 Are the purfe.
ftrings of the nation hereafter tobe held
exclulively by the exccutive, and may we
not evensfk what is dope with the money
which we raile from the people ? This is
carrying executive infullibility very far in-
decd. Gguoilemen f{ay that the examinati-
onwould 1¢deuad to the honor of the ex-
eculive; that the more the ‘motives which
attuate the prefent  adminiflration are
known the more they will be applauded,
Why then refule them fuch an opportunity
ot acquiring the jult applaule of the Ame-
_rican people ?
Mr. Davir was impatient to fee the re-
folution difpofed of. He faid the fiffion
was drawing 1o a clofe ; much bufigefs of
public importance remained to be dope, and
here were two 'days confumed in arguing
‘about a refolution, for he had po doubt
bu: the difcuffion was to latt through the
day. Yellerday, he faid, wes fpent in the
fame way, in propofling 20d difcufling a.
mendments, and juft as the refolution wae
' " (For a conclufion fer loff poge)
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