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We do not recobiecl fecing in any ot the
{ N, Carolina papers, the followiog Debates
in Cangrels, on :hde Bill for reviving @ law
which hidexpired, incre e ¢ o
ar the ler}csfﬂu of tﬁmﬁ.ﬁw
ments, the poltmafter-gen, & aut y-gen.&c.

Upon this bill, the houle velolved itfelf
nto a commitice of the whole, Mr. jooes

the chair.

Mr. ¥. C. Smith of Connefticut, moved
o amgod the bill, by introducing the fpe-
ific fum to which each officer, fepavately,
Imould be entitled, inftead of che geaeral

creafing thele falarics for a limited time,
which law expired,‘by its own limitation,
on the g1 of December latt, )

his motion gave rife to a debate wh‘u.h
coutipued till § o%lock. Mr. Jv C. Slmnh.
Mt Bayard, Mr. - Euflis; Mr. Goddard,
1r. Dana, sod Mr. Grifwold fupported the
motion ; ane Mr. Alfton, Mr. Giles, Mr,
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which they had formerly oppefed w*';:n
the expenles of living were at lealt a8 11 at

as they now are.  There is howevi,,

he, voe "'IWWH“ the, &

'l’»hft" wd m .n;i ,
Lhat s ored K, I'ﬂii"l's.iou ml’ e
accepied with an expeftation tl"?{%
certain ¢ftablifhed falaries, and they 2d:d
optionally in-doiog {b ; chey bad oo realia
to expe that theip compeufation would be
increafed.  The compenfation uowegr
was iocreafed, and the geotlemen -ho'it
prefent hold thofe offices 2ccepied thiea
with a rational expe@ation that the fah-*i
would remain as they were whea they cog
into the offices. ' g
Ms. Giles obferved that neither this nd
tion, nor any other tad the leat caufe ©
dread the expenfe of the civillit.  Aow
dulion of lalarics could have box fittle ¢f’
fe& upon the mativnal expendiwres, and ot
incresfe ar dimication of thefe was lear
ly. worth contendiog abont.  He woy
carry his views of ccopomy to greater as

e

N cholfon, Mr. Williams of North Carullil
tv. Elrnend orf, Me. S smith, Mr. Mitc
lland Mr Varnum opp:ied it o
My Bacan 211 mlbogy T 3T 7 ke
mea e far s, aren 3y bodhfodess ~zu b
‘a e U ihe u:.n'n.'fTL. ant the nega- |

I+ f.vour of the amendment, it was urg-
dthat fome of the falaries wight be pio-
yrer and others not ; that volefs the saicud-
nent (he uld obtain, geotleman mult vote lur
ncrealiig the whole or noac. It was allo
hought that publicity fhould be given to
he act, and thac the altual fum's grant‘cd
h uld appear upon the face _ut the bill,
id not merely be referred to.in a law Fuﬂ'
d feveral years fioce, and now extindl,

r. Bayard faid the prape(ition a brought
orward by the committee, were the appear-
nce of a veil, defigned to conceal the tran.
action from the public eye under the pre-
ence of continving an.exiling law, but in
aét, by reviving one which was at ﬁrfl Lem-
orary, and which had slready cx;mefl. 5 It
as not {ufficient for thofe in the majonty,
o (hew that the cxpenfes of living were
w as great a8 when the law was pafled.
f they would a& confiftently, they muft
rove, before they vote for this bill, 1o its
1efent form, that thofe expenfes are great
; they oppofed this law, as giviog ex:
ravagent and unneceflary falaries, raifed.a.
lamor againk it, and by that clamor
rought their immediate fricnds jnto office,
hom they are now willing to feed and
upply go a degree which they have Qlig-
atized as extravagant and prodigal, avd
t the (ame time to fhelter themicives from
ublic notice vnder an ofd law ‘upon which
hey bad calt fuch opprobrium.

Mr. Bayard declared, that wnlefs they
ould thiow off this veil and a&t ingepu-
bufly, by meeting the fubject tuirly, and
aking the refponlibility upou themielvs,
¢ would vote againtt the bill, though he
as vot at thae time prepared to fay, that
the falaries propoled were. hugher than he

vuld be willing 1o give. He thought
ume of them, at TL alt, were realonable and

jt’faﬁi;.

more important objedts, The great o]
jecs of expenle in cvery government b
en armics aud maviei—and M wg
Laeefateg n )t o4 W7
aell ouagerdc™y "1 Pk

1¢ hau theretore 256 beuo op
pefed toexpenfes of this . e

Mr. ELimendorf faid he would reply tf
fome rewan ks made by the gentleman hom)
Delaware (Mr. Bayard) becaufe be thought}
thole remarks extremely improper; aud
uiworthy of any reply. He thought it
did not belong to that houle to decide, |
whether the officers of povernment were
geutlewen or pot.  He beieived they were
gentleman, and that he (Mr. Bayard) ha
zarded his own reputation as a gentlcman
by making the remarks. ‘

Mr. Bayard explained.: He faid he was
vot {orprifed that ke gentleman did oot
voadérftand hime—He had always found it
extremely difficult to make him uoderfland
~he had not infinuated that any of the of-
ficers of government weie nog gentlemen—
but had merely referred te their compara.
tive fLyle of living in regard to hofpiidlity,
liberality, and cuttomary equipage.

Mr. Elmendorf was forry that he bad
milunderltood the gentleman and proceed-
ed to remark, that therc was a laudable
economy manifelted in the bill itfelf, a1t
merely cnaéted in four lines, that the for
mer law fhould be revived ; whereas, af the
amendment obtained Jheie would be _thc
additional expeufe of printing the particu-
lar falaries of feven or eight officers. ™

Me. Goddard faid, if 1t was not the ul}-
je&t, it wae at lealt the eTe& of the will, 10
ite prefent fora, to call a veil over the tran-
factive. He was at a lofs to underitand
why gentlemen o perempiorily refuled te
let the items of compenfation appesr upui
the tace ot the bill, uulcls they wite unwill
ing that the {ubjeét (hou.d come lull)r* belore
the public.  The gentleman trom Virgiita
(Mr. Giles) on a lutc occalion was anious
to rendér compeafstion prupoitionate Lo
fervices .Granting that the ratio ol [alarics,
fixed by the law now propofed to be revivee,

bt ther,

dve "B

propef. Hewas willing to enable the of-
and to entertain with che hiberality of gen-

it a penurivvs manner, while others were
dilpoted- t0-a hiberal and gentleman-like
ttyic of living, he did not conctive that the

thic pensrious oflicer to lay up wmose wmuncy

is expe&ed of a gentleman and a public
chutaéter. He was thercfore i favour of
the amendment, which would briog each
individual falary dittinétly before the com-
mitlee,

Mr. Nicholfon was oppofid te the amend-
meot for thé realon which the geotlemen
from Delawaie had urged in favour of it
He ‘thought it invidious and indecorous,
by a vote of that houle to puint at a par-
vicular officer, and fay that he did nat live
lize a gentlemen, He beleived that the in-
creale of falary was proper at the ume it
was made, and he now tl;uuglu_it proper to
tevive that increalc,

Mr. Luftis was of opinion that the quel-
tion molt eventually be dedided by com.
paring the compenfation of cach officer with
his cutics aud expenles, and a8 he thought
the amendment offcred the molt direét way
of coming at that.comparifon, be fhould
vate for it, '

Mr. Giles (#id he and thofe with whom
he vuted were charged with incoulitency

1 uuw voling for an iecicale of falary,
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tlemen : but if fome of them chole to live !

public was ‘under any obligation Lo cnable |

was jull and proper at the time of its pall

! T~ ' how 18 it kuown and how can it be
hcers of the government to livein 1the ftyle | 3B% : aud ho
. ’e | kuown without an ekamination of ‘each,

that thie fame ratio is now the moft proper.
| Very confiderable reductions liave been
made in the military aud naval cltabl:{h-
ments, and a conleguent redoction ha? La-
kenplace in the duuies and fervices of the
heads of thufe departments. He was ot

je& prupofed by the geolleman Jrom New.
Yok, e thought, io faviog of infoima
tion, of which the geatleman - had fpnku_n.
l and which he had “propofed to accomplith
by preventing a publication of the fums
given to public officers, vot the molt lauda
ble [pecics of cconomy, nor one which it
was worth the while of the houfe to incul-
cale.

Gen. Smith thought the falaries rather
too low than too high, as ivcreafed in
19¢8. The offices were mercly enabled
to exift ; they ought to have a liberal lup-
port while in office and fomething to carry
home when they retire.

Mr. Dana f{aid, geotlemen ate egregi.
oufly mittaken it they fuppofe, that by re
jetting the amcudment they can prevent g

i

* N.B. This would fwell the bill to
eight or ten lines and a priuter would bea-
bout as 1ong in printing it asMr. E," was
in making his econgmical remark ; bUT
would not charge as much »s the expences
of Congrels would amivubt to in that time.
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than the «ficer who hives in that Lyl which difpoled to coucur in the ecotivmical pro- |

difeoflion of the merits of the bill and an
evamination of the items.  Though the a-
mendment propofed 18 the moft dire& and
proper way of coming at each feparate
queftion, thole queltions may be reaghed
by annexing a provifo naming the partics.
lar falary propofe to be altered. He de

clared that for his part he would oot be
prevented in this way from offcring bis opi-
nion upon the real merits of the bill. He
did not thisk that the law propofed to be
revived eftablifhed the belt poffible ratio of
compenfation for the prefent time and the
prefeot yate of fervices. He fuggefled
that there ought not to be fo great & dif-
ference between the [atary of the fecretary
of the navy and that of the fecretary of
ftaic.  As great talenus, induftry and fidel-
ity are 1eqquifice in the former as i the lat:
ter, and he ¢id not fre why e compenfa

tion fhould not be equal.  He withed for
a0 opportunity to examine thele queltions
dittinctly -and underitundingly, wuud he
would nut be compelled cither to reje@ or
to adopt  the whole en mafi. If gentle

men would not meet the {ubjelt in the molt
dire€t and proper maaner, they would fill
be unable to clude the  examination de-
mauded.

Mr. Mitchell was iu favour of the bill as
it fopd.

Mr. Bacon had heard no ohjc&Qion 1o the
rate of falasics cftablithed byfthe law oi 'g8 ;
he therefore concluded that the rate was a
perfuttly proper one; confequently, it he
voled to increale one falary, Le fhould vote
to tugreefe every other one in cxatt propor-
y tion, and if he voted to diminith ooe he
thuuld voie to diminth every other one in
exaét proportion.  He, though he had
feconded the ameadment, was aftonithed at
“the reafons given by the gentlemaw™ from
Declaware (vir. Bayard) for fupporting the
otioos  That geutleman, he faid, had
‘declared that he woulg vote againft the bil),
unlefs the majority would make coucelions
10 that gentlcmau and ackuowltdgu that
“they a&ted iwproperly in oppofing che pal
tige of thielaw. Mr. Bacon hed uever ex-
peécd to bear fuch a principle avowed oo
that floor. He did not thiok it either an
honourable or an benefl priuciple.

Mr. Bayardrofe and [aid that a fiiend
had meutioned to him an expreflion which
had fallen from the geutleman fiom New-

did not hear, but which he was informed
charyred him with haviog hazarded his own
reputation zsa gentleman by the remaiks
which he had made, He wilhed to kuow
what the gentdeman meant by that oblerva
tion.

Mr. Elmendorf role, appeared embarrafl
ment, and looked pale.  He laid be might
kave ufed the expreflion, aehe [poke vpon
the fpur of ihie eccalion without confidera
tion 3 _but declared, it hedid ule the x
preflion, he meant nothing perfonal or dif
relpectful to the genileman, '

Mt Bayard procecded i he was cqually
unabl¢ to underfland the geutleman bom
M. (Mr, Bacou) le prefumed that
no gent/ema oo that floor would utter fenti
mcuts which he had not canfidered or would
beathamed 1o defend what he had advanc
ed. He had parceived votling io the cha-
rafler or conduét of the geotleman from
MafTachiuferrs which cutituled Lim to afluine
the office of judging either of e bunar ot
Lanefly of othurs.

Mr. Rayard faid; ke fhould be govern
ed, un the pretent occalion, very much by
the condudt of gentlemen on the other filde.
When the law was pafled, the thien mijori
ty openly took the refponfibility upon them-
fclves —a clamour was railed, and a new or-
der of things brought about 1f gentie-
men now waut the law, let them take it;
but let it appear jto be what it really is,
their own mealare, and.let not us fill be
compelled to fuffer the whole opprobrium
which may refult from the meafure. If
gentlemen now think thac the law is right,
and (hat they were formerly wrong in op
pofing ity let the fa& fo appest to the
world;, and let them not attempt to fcreen
themfelves under the cover of alaw which
was intended to be temporary, and which
has adtually expired. [t is fatile to uige, vs
the gentleman from Virginia has done, that
the prefent officers accepted their places
with an expectation that their falaries would
be continued as they were. Itistobe
prefumed, that thofe gentlemen koew the
Jaws of their country, and that this «&t was
“toexpire ina few months. The gentleman
from Virginia fays, that the expenfe of the
civil lift is (mall, and not worth much at-
tention—tkat he is for carrying bis vicws

York (Mr. Elmendott) which he- limfeli

of economy to much higher and nlore im.
portant matters—to the military and paval
espenfes. How long has the gentleman
entertained thefe lentiments ? It is but a
fhort vime fince he thought it very impar-
tant to extcud his cconomy to the judicia~
ry dep-aiment, an article of econemy by
which a tew thoufand dollars are faved ac
the expenfe, as very many gentlemen in
both houfes of the legiflature; and through-
out the country belicve, at the expenfe of
the conftitution of ouf government ; He
bad thought it neceflary to economize in
the mint cltablilhment, the dedruftion of
which, inftead of being a faving, would
probably be ana&lual lufs to thé ostion, ac
leaft to the poorer part of it.  Mr, Bayard
repeated, that hefelc no hoflility to the
cumpeufations propoled, and that he fhould
probably have voted for them, had gentle-
men brought up the fubje&t fairly, and of-
fered to make the meatuie their own. |

Mt. Duna obierved; that gentlemen fe-

folve to confider the rates of compenfation
fixed by tne late law as perfcé in every ref-
pe&, aud to protounce the former admi.
piltration infallible.  He believed it to be
the ooly initance in which they had been
difpoled to aferibe that attribute to that
admigiftrarion. He faid if the gentlemen
hid oo wifh to veul this mealure from the
public view, it was[{»rmy extraordinary chat
they would aot fuft:r the fepaprate propo-
itions 1o be brought up and faunly met,
_ M. Grifwold.  When the biw was palled
itwas deemed neceflaiy for (he officers to
employ their whole time at the feat of go-
verument, and in the public fefvice. If
that fervice has diminifhed fince the 4th of
March laft, and gentlemen can pow be
[pared for half the year 10 putlue their pri-
vate and profeflionzl bulinefs at heme, there
;:w be no prupriety io paying them full fa-
wlige.

Afier a few other remarks, the queftion
on Mi. Smith's amendmeut was token and
wlt  The commitice rofe an3d reported. the
bill to the houle,

M. Daona rele aid fated in the Foule,
that the faary contemp'aics by the bill to
the attornes geurrdl was 3 000 dol'ars; thae
v falary had origivaly been 1 500 that
it wis vitited it o 2 coo  afterwande, in
confequence of the war 1z Lurope and ihe
numelous prizes to he decided upor in our
courts, it was iocriealed to 2,400, snd fi-
nally, on account of the increaled dutics of
that officer, for a liniiced time, under the
othand il aiticles of the Britifh Treaty
bis compenfation was raifed, for three
ysarsy tw 3,0c0 dollats. Ay this time he
was obliged to relide conflantlyat the feat
of goverument, and his whole time was oc-
cupicd in public buflnefe : that officer, bad
then probably, more bulinefs in one monith
than be has wow ina year—ihis is evident
fiom ilicontruvertible faét - (har officer can
now be ablent fiem e feat of goverment
for fix months together, which would cer-
tainly not be the cafe if public/bufinely re-
quired his attention, ;
therefore, that it would not be unreafonable
to reduce his falary o its original amount,

penlation to the quanium  of fervice render-
edj but he was unot difp.2d 10 make fo
great a tedu@ion ;— He would propofe
merely to cuke uff 6oo dollars which were
| added wuly tor & Limited time snd in corfis
detation of cxifaordinary  derviges which
were no loager required, and for that pur-
pule would move (hut the following pro-
vifu be auuex:d 1o the bill ;

Provided, that (e annual cnmpcnfuion
of the stworocy geueral fhall vot exceed
2,400 dollars, .

Mr. Giler oppol:d this amendment ; he
thoupht that the fulary was not too great,
aod that an officer ought not to be punith-
ed for viliting his faauly. ‘T'he falary, be
faid, was wot iow as high us that given to
the judges of the fupreme court, who (pend
lefs tiwe at the feat of goveroment than
thesrtorney greueral,

Ms Lowndes did not exPed; that the
profeflions ol econ ymy which that gentle~
man hed made at the commencement of the
feflian, would end in a propuliiion to in.
treale the falarics of the executive officera
of guvernment.  He fuid there was no ana-
logy between thele officers and the judges
of the fupreme cowt, The former judi-
ciary fyttem had been found extremely
defetive and inadequate ; but in chingiog
that fyflem, and in diminithiog the duties
of the judgesit was impoflible to diminith
alfo the compenfation fixed by law, with-
out a dire& violation of the conftitution,

which violation that houle had not former.

o

Mr. Dana thoughr, .

upon the piinciple of apportioning com-
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