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From the Anti-Democrats

The following letter refpecting the
fate of major Andre was Wwritten
in the year 1780, by general Ham-
ilton, then a colonel and aid-de-camp
to general Wathington. No doubt
it has long been treafured up not on-
ly as afpecimen of fine writing but
asthe beft monument of the fadts re-
lating to that affecting tranfaction.
General Hamilton has been ever
confidered an elegant writer as well
asa patriot and brave foldier, and
we do prefume that this production
of his pen, although of ancient date
will be accepable and amufing to our

readers.

SINCE my return from Hartford,
my dear friend, my mind has been
100 lit e at eufe-to permit me to write
1o youlooner. It has been wholly oc-
cupied by iheincidents, and the tra-
p'v conlequences, of Arnold’s trea-
fon. My feelings were never put to
fo fevere a trial.  You will have
k aird the principal fats before this |
reach-s you 3 but there are particu-
ars, to which my fituation gaveme
accels, that cannot have come to
your knowledye trom putlic report,
which lam perfvaded you will find
interefling.

From feveral circumitances, tie
projeét feems to have originated with
Arnold himfelf, and to have been
long premeditated. The firft over-
ture is traced back to fome time in
June lait. It was conveyed in a ler-
rer to Col. Robinfon,. the fubject of

+hich was that the ingratitude he
ad experienced fram his country,
concurrine with cther caufes, had
entirely changed his principles ; that
he now only tought to reftore him-
{¢lf to the tavor of his prince by fome
fixnal proof ot his repentance : and
that he withed to opena correfpon-
dence with Sir Henry Clinton  for
this purpofe. About that period he
made a journcy to Connecticut, on
b+ ceturn trom which to Philadel-
piia he folicited the command of
Welt point 3 alledging that the et-
fects of his wound dilqualified him
{iv 1he aftive dutics ot the field—
I he facrifice of this important poft
was the attoncment he intended to
make. Goneral Wathiogton hefi-
tated the lefs ro gratity an  officer
who had frequently rendered emi-
nent fervices, as he was convinced
the polft might be fafely trufted to
one, whohad given fo many diflin-
guithed proofs of his palrinlirm. 1he
beginning of Augult—he joined the
army, and renewed his application.
The enemy. at this junéture, had em-
barked the greatelt part of their
force on an expedition to Rhode-
Hland, and qur army was in motion, |
to compel them to 1elinquifh the en- |
terprile, or to attack New-York in |
its weakened ftate.  “The peneral |
offered Arnold the left wing of the !
army, which he declined, on the
pretext aliready mentioned 3 bur |
not without vifible embarrafiment. |
He certainly might have exccuted
the duties of fuch a temporary com-
mand, and it was expected from his
enterprizing temper that he would
gladly have embraced fo iplendidly
INIitng an oppartunity ;. but he
G ol b e s
sl o a 'nr:te object, pro-
Gty | n_apprehenfion that
lome difterent difpofition might take
place, which would exclude him.
I he extreme folicitude he difcover.
ed to gt pofletlion of the poft would
lm eledtoa iulplfrmn of treachery,
had it been poflible from his pait

conduct to have luppofed him capa
ble ot it. ‘

| « b o
1 i he correfpondence, thyg began,

was carried an-between Arnold and
major  Andre, adjutamt-general to
the Britith army, in behalf of Sir
| Henry Clinton, under feigned figna-

tures, and a mercantile difguife.~ In
an ancercepted letter of Arnold 8y

which lately fell into our hands, he

propofes an interview, *“ to fettle the -

ritks and profits of the copartner-
fhip;” and in the fame ftile of me-
taphor, intimates an expe&ed aug-
mentarion of the garrilon, and fpeaks
of it as the means of extending their
traffic. It appears by another letter,
that Andre was 1o have met him on
the lines, under the fanétion ota
flag, in the charalter of Mr. John
Anderfon. But fome caufe or other,
not known, prevented this inter-
\!’il.:w.

General Wathington crofled the
river in his way to Hartford the day
-thefe difpatches arrived. Arnold,
conceiving he mult have heard of
the flag, thought it neceffary, for the
fike of appearances, to fubmit the
letters to him, and afk his opinion of
the propriety of complying with,his
requeft. T'he _E:encra{’, without his
ufual caution, though without the
leait furmife of the defign, diffuaded
him from ity and advifed him to re-
ply to Robertion, that whatever re-
lated to his private affairs mult be of
a civil natuie, and coul! only pro-
perly be addrefled to the civil autho-
rity.—1h's relerence fortunately
deranged the whole plan, and was
the firit link in the chain ,ot evenis
that led to the detetion. 'l heinter-
view could no longer take placein
the form of a flag, but was obligec
to be managed in a fecret manner.

Arnold employed one Smith to go
cn board the Vulture, and bring
Andre afhore, with a pals for Mr.
John Anderfon : Andre came afthore
accordingly, and was conduéted
within a picket of ours, to the houfe
of Mr. Smith, where Armold and he
remainzd together in clofe confer-
ence all that night and the day fol-
lowmg. At day-light in the morn-
ing,. the commanding-officer at
King’s terry, without the privity of
Arnold, moved a couple ol cannon
to a paint oppofite where the Vul-
ture lay, and ob'iged her to take a
more remote flation. This event,
or fome lurking diftruft, made the
boatman refufe to convey the two
pallengers back, and  difeencerted
Arnold fo much, that by one of
thofe ftrokes of infatuation, which
often contound the fchemes of men
conlcions ot guilt, he infilted on An-
dre’s changing his uniform for a
di‘puile, and returning-ina mode
dilferent from that in which he
came.  Andre, who had becn un-
defignedly brougsht within our polls
in the firft inftance, vemonfirated

warmly againft thi- new and dange- |

rous expedient.  But Arnold pertilt-
ing in dcclaring it impoitible for him
o return a3 he came, he at length
rélu@antly vielded o his perfuaficn,
and conlented to chanpe his drels,

and rake the rcute he recommended. |
| Smith furnifhed the difisuile, and in
the eveningrarrived at King's feriv!

together, they proceeded to Crown-
Point, where they {lopped the re-
maindcr of the night, at the inftance
of a militia ofhcer, to aveid being
fulpectzd by him. The next morn-
ing they refumel their journey,
Smith accompanymg Andre a hittle
beyond Piite’s bridge, where he leit

him. He had rcached Tarry-fown |
where he was taken by three ghititia- |

men. who rufhed out of the woeds
and furrounded him.

At this critical period, his prefence
of mmd torfuek him - inftead of pro-
ducing his pals, which would have
extricated him from our parnes,
and could have done” him no harm
with his own, he afked the militia
men if they were of the upper or

known among - the enemy’s 1efugee
corps*. Thé militia replied, they
were of the lower party ; upon which

* A band of marauders, ewha reccive no pay,

but fubfif} by plunder,
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lower party—diltinctive appellations

he aflured them h;.was a Britifb of-
ficer; and preffed them ot to detain
him, as he was upon urgent bufinels.
T'his capfeflion removed all doubt,
and it was in vain, he afterwards
produced hispals. He was inl!ant-
ly foreed off toa place of greater fe-
curity, Where he was care!ully fearch-
ed, and in his ftocking feet were
foundleveral papers ot importance,
delivefed to him by Arnold. Among
thefe y&re a plan of the fortifications

of Wét-Point, a memorial from the
enginér on the d@tiach aud dcftuve

of the place, rcturns of the garrifon,
caunom &nd [tores, copy ot a council
ot war, held by general Wathington,
4 few weeks before. :

‘s he prifoner wasat firft inadver-.
tantly ardered to Arnold, but upon
recolleftion, while flill on the way,
he was countermanded, and fent to
Oid Salem. “The papers were en-
clofed in a letter to geneyal Wath
ingzton, which having 1aken a route
ditferent from that by which he re-
turned, madea circuir, that afforded
leifure for ancther letier, through
an ill-judged delicacy wiitten to Ar-
nold, with an infcrmation of An.
derfon’s capture, to get to him an
hour before general Wathingten ar-
rived at his quarters ; time enough
to ¢ude the fate that awaited Lim.
He went down to the river in his
barge 1o the Vulture, with fuch
precipimie confufion, that he did
not t4e with him a fingle paper
ulefulto the enemy. On the firlt
noticgqot the affair, he was per-
fuadedybut much too late to overtake
hmm.

A moment belore his fetting out
he wem into Mrs. Arnold’s apart-
ments, ind intormed her, that cer-
tamn trnfations had jult come to
light, waich muft torever banifh him
from §is country.  She fell intoa
{woon 1t this declaration, and he
left herin it to confult his own fafe-
ty, till the fervaars, alarmed by her
cries, cime to her reliet.  She re-
mained frantic all duy, accufing cve
ry one who approached her, with an
intention of murdering her child,
(an infant in her arms) and exhibit-
ing every other mark of tlie molt
genuine and agonifing afledtion.
Exhauited by the fatigue and tumult
of her {pirits, her phrenzy fubfided
tewards even ng, and the funkinto
all the fidnefs of diftiods. It was
impoflible not to have been 1ouched
with her fituation ; cvery thing af-
| fecting in female tears, or in the
{ misfortunes of beauty, cvery thing
{ pathctic in the wounded tendernefs
|‘of a wife, or in the apprechenfive
| fordnefs of a mother ; and everyap-

{ pearance of fuffering innocence,
conipired to make her an objeé of
{ympathy to 2ll who were prefent.
She experienced the moft delicate
‘ attentions, and every friendly ofice,
ull her departure for Philad=iphia. |

Anicrie. witheut lofs of time, a3 |
lcomlu&cd to the head-quaiters of |
| thearmy, where he was 1immediate-

!i ly brought before a board ot general
l

ofhicers, to prevent ali pofiibiiny or

imfreprelentation, or cavil on the
! part ol the enemy. The board re-
| ported, that he ought to be confider-
| ed a3 afpy, and, accordicg to the
laws and ufages of nations, to fuller
tdeath 3 which was execnted two
{ days altef,

Never, perhups, did a man fuffer
death with more jultice, or deferve
it lels  The firft itep he took after
his capture was to_write a letter to
general Wathington, conceived in
terms of dignity without infolence,
and apology without meaning, .'The
fcope of it was to vindicate himlelf
from the imputation of having al-
fumed a mean charaéter for treach-
erous or interefted purpofes, affert-
ing that he had been -involuntarily
animpoiter : that, contrary to his

fon for._intelligence, on- neutral
ground, he had been betrayed within
our poils, ard forced into the vile
condition of an enemy in dilguife ;
foliciting only, that to whatever ri-
gour policy might devote him, a de-
cency of treatment might be obferv-
ed, oue to a perlon, who, though un-
fortunate, had been guilty of nothing
difhonotable. His requeft was grant-
ed in its full extent, for, in the whole
progrefs of the affair, he was treated

with the moft fcrupulous delicacy.
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officers . ..ctwith every mark of
indulgence, and was required to an-
lwer no interrogatory which could
even embarrafs his feelings.  On his
part, while he carefully concealed
every thing that involved orhers, he
trankly confefied all the faéts relat-
ing to himfelf; and upon his con-
leflion, withoutthe trouble of exa-
mining a witnefs, -the board made
their report. = ‘The members of it
were not more imprefled with the
candor and modeft firmnefs, mixed
with a becoming fenhibility which
he difplased, than he was penetrated
with their.hberality and politenefs.
He acknowledged the generofity of
ithe behavior towards him in evewy
refpect, but paricularly in this, in
the ilrongeft terms of manly grati-
tude. Ina converfation with a gen-
tleman, who vifited him atrer his
trial, le faid—he fluttered himlelf
ke had never been illiberal, but if
there were any marks of prejudice
in his mind, his prefent experience
mull obliterate them.

In one of the vifits [ made to him,
ﬁand I faw him feveral rimes during

is confinement) he begged neto be
the bearer of a requeft to the genes
ral, for permithon to fend an open
letter to Sir Henry. Clinton. “ 1
forefee my.fate, (1aid he) and though
I pretend not to play the hero, or to
be indiflcrent about lite; yet 1 am
reconciled to vhatever may happen,
confcious thar mistortune, not guilt,
will have brought it upon me. ') here
isonly one thing that difturbs my
tranquility.  Sir Henry Clinton has
been too goad to me 3 he has been
laviliv of his kindnels. 1 am bound
te him by too many obligations, and
love him too well;tobear the thought
that he fhould reproach himfelf, or
that others fhoald reproach him, on
a luppofiticn that | had conceived
niylelt obliged by his infrutions to
run the 114k-1 did, I would nor for
the world leave 'a fling in his mind
that fhould embitter his future days.”
He could fcaree finith the fentence,
burfling itto tewrs in Ipite of his ef-
torts to fupprels them, and with dif-
ficuliy collected himiclf enough af-
terwards to add, “Iwilh to be per-
mitted to aflure him 1 did not a&
under this impreflion, but fubmit-
ted to a neceflny impefed wpon me,
as contrary to my cwn inclination
as to his orders.”  His requeft was
roadily complied with, and he wrote
the lettcs annexed, with which, I
dare fay, you « 111 be as much pleaf-
ed,as | am, beth for the diction and
fentiment. -
When his fentence was announc-
ed to him, he remarked, thatfinceit
was his lot to die, as there was a
choice in the mode, which would
make a material difference to his feel
:ings, he would be happy, if it were-
poffible, to be indulged with a pro-
feflional death, He made a fecond
application by letter, in concife but
periuafive terms. -It was thoucht
this indulgence. being incompatible
with the cuftom of war, could not be
granted ; and it was therefore deter-
mined in both cafes fo evade an an-
{wer, to fpare him ‘the fenfations
which a certain knowledge of the
intended mode would inflié&.
When he was led out to the place
of execution, as he went along he

intention, which was to meet a por-

o,

bowed fa_n'xilinri_y to- all thofe with
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