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- REMARKS, .
O Mr. Wolcett's Addrefs to thie Pesple of
the United States.
No. vi11. .

Particalar tranfaftions of the for-
mer adminiftration, are the next obe
jects of the criticifms of the commt-
tee, and of the defence of Mr. WoL-
Of thefe, the firft is their al-
legations that ¢ four navy yards were
purchafed without authority, and
the money mifapplied, which was
paid for them.” Mr. Wolcott, in
juftification of thele purchafes, re-
fers to the publication ot Mr. Stod-
dert, dated May 1, 1802; and which
has appeared in all thofe public pa-
pers, whofe independence of the
men in power does not lead them to
keep back information from the
people, which may injure theirin-
fluence.

Mr. W. then obferves: ,

[ can add nothing to the force of
his arguments, which muft be confi-
dered as conclufive, by all men who
are not decided c¢onverts to the cry
of fpecific apfropriations: For the
fatistaction of fuch minds, however,
1 take the liberty to ftate a fatt, not
noticed by Mr. Stoddert.

In March 1801, Congrefs exprefs-
ly appropriated, “ for 1he expenfes at-
tending”’ (I'IOI'. - mmnfdiﬂg,” as menti
oned by Mr. Gallatin) ** fix feventy-
Your gun fhips ; and for completrag na-
vy yards, docks and wharves, the {fum of
ﬁ've hundred thoufand dollars.” It

_ 18 proved by Mr. Stoddert, that the

purchafe was attended * wiztb-an ob-
vious benefit to the United States."” The
whole expenle has been exprefsly func-
tioned by @ fubfequent, if not prior appro-
pristion. Upen principles, conceded
by the committee, and wpon which Wheir [if-
tem of [pecific appropriation refis, the Whole
tranfattion, therefore, ftands com-
pletely jufificd. When wi'l accufati-
tions againft the former adminiftra-.
tion ceale, if their condu&® cannot
be prote&ted even by the alts of the
legiflature
?t may not be amils here to recall
to the recelle&ion of the public, by
a very fhort abftra@®, the important
rinciples and faéts contained in the
etter to Mr. Stoddert, to which Mr.
Wolcott refers. Thefe are—that 22
a&t of Congrefs diretted fix 74 gon
fhips to be built, ** NoT éuilt er pir-
obajedy”” as the Committee chole to
mifreprefent the alt—that an at of
Gongrefs diretting a thing to be
dene, and appropriating money for
doing it, does confer “ full and am-
plg. authority, not only to do the
thing itfelt, but to do every thing in-
cidental to W—cvery thing woithout whieh
ﬁr thing directed could not bé performed,”
s there was neither timber nor ma-
terials in the arfenals of the United
States, tor building fix 74 gun fhips,
® cannot be doubted, therefore,
that the a&t authorifing them to be
built, gave complete power ro pur-
chafe the materials and timber. So
of yayds; there was not one yvard,
public or private. in :he Unired
States fit for building fhips ot fuch a
fize i-dlt was effental fuch yards
fhou 1be procured. ‘I'he act, there-
fore, imtended 1, givey and did give full
power to procure them by hire or by
purchafe. as thould beft comport with
public interelt. The remaining ob-
fervations of Mr. Stoddert, tending
to fhew, that the purchafe of the
havy ?ar:‘i‘s was for the public benefit,
was ™ economical as well as le-
gal,” are fo important that we {hall
prelent them entire. .
y ! know not hew many years
_lveelapfed,. fince Congrsls autho-
rized the building of three trigates.
At that time, the bufinefs of building
ips of war ot large fize was new in
this country ; and it is not furprif-
ing that great errors were committed

L in making the arrangements for

building thefe fhips. One veryzrea
error, and for which the public have
feverely paid, was, hiring inftead of
buying grounds, to build them upon,
After hiring the ground, it was found
indifpenfible that wharves and other
improvements fhould made on

lic expenfe. But the evil did not
ftop here, for the yards were too
contrated, as all private yards are,
to admit of fuch diftribution of the
enormous quantities of timber, re-
quired for large fhips, as to enable
the workmen to get at the picces,
hourly wanted in the progreflion of
the fhips ; hence it becanie neceflary
to employ great numbers of labour-
ers merely for the purpole of re-
moving tithber. I have not fuch ac-
curate knowledge of the expenfe in-
curred in the improvements made on
private property, and ulelels to the
public when the fhips were finithed,
and in the employment of labourers
wholfe fervices, under a different fyl-
tem might have been difpenied with,
as to pretend to exaltnels in ftating
the fum ; but I have no hefitation in
averring, that it exgeeded the whole
coft of the {ix navy yards purchaled
by me.

“ Witha full knowledge of thefe
faéts before me, would it have been
a proper difcharze of dury, to havé
fallen in the fame error 1 Would it
not have been a fhametu! facrifice of
the public intereft, a wanten wafte
of the public money ? - It is my pride
that the error was avoided, and that
fuch a courfe was purfued, as will
reftore to the public a large portion
of the money #x>ended on the yards,
fhouid a mealure, fo pregnant with
folly and madnels, be reforted to, as
a fale of them.” .

A juftification fo complcte and fo
honourable to the laft adminiftration
leads us alwdolt to commiferate the
condition ot this Inveltigating com-
-mittee; who were reduced 1o the ne-
ceflity of either leaving their party
wholly deltitute of thole official fup-
ports for their calumnies, of which
they ftood in fo much need, and
which was the tole ob'et of the cre-
ation of this committee, or of milre-
prefeting proceedings, which, on ex-
amination, rebound fo Lighly to the
honour of thole whoin it was their]
bufinefs to difiyrace. Surely, if in
dignation at the bafenefs ot the de-
fign would permir, we might well pi-
ty men, who would codefcend to give
the credit of their names to the mali-
cious inventions of unprincipled de
magetzues ; who, content with the
humlle office of pioneers tor detrac-
tion, had not ability to fel & inftru-
ments fuited to their purpeles, but
feize only upon fuch as elevate thofe
charaters, which they undertook to
proftrate. . _

The next objec of rhe cenfure of
the committee is the erefltion ot cer-
- tain buildings near Philadelphia, un-
| der the dive&ion of the Secretary of
| War. ‘I'hey affert that thefe were
| ¢ unauthorsfed,” —that ““they have been
| carried onin a manner highly exteijive,
! amd are yet in an unfinifhed ftate - &
| that the expenle *“ has been paid out
of the appropriations heretofore
made for the Quarter Malter’'s De-
partment ; and declare their* opini-
on that this expenditure of money
could not be juftified ar any time, but
more particularly at a moment when
the United States were borrowing
money at a bigh rateof interefl, to meet
objetts, which the legiflature confi-
dered neceflary and had fantioned

by law.”” L'hefe buildings may be
“a laboratory, and arfenal, or a ma:
gazine,”” 1 heir ereétion is juftified
upon the fame general principle as the
purchafe of the navy yards ;—boh
were neceffary to the fucceisful execution of
meafures engoined by 1. .’ Concernin g
this neceflity Mr. Wolcott remarks :
“ Before thefe buildings were ere&-

the ground fo hirv.-di,.l atid at the pub- | fi

ted, 1 believe there did not exift, in
the United States, a fingle public
building acceflibic by water tranfpot-
tation, in which arms, military {tores,
clothing, and other valuable arricl es

@blic property, depofited. No
lefs 4 fum than twelve hundred thou-
and dollars, was appropriated, in
1798, for the purchaf¥ of cannon,
{malk arms, ammunition, & military
ftoret. A confiderable proportion
of thefe fupplies, was expe&ed to be
drawm, &nd was aCtually drawn, from

the 8¥uket of Philadelphia and its
vicitity, At lealt one central
oagazine, acceflibly by warer,

was. neceflary for receiving fiich
fupplies, as- were imported, and
for pffeling diftributions tosthe
navy,and to garifon ' coaft.
| Befote these b ditty Led,
the public propu.y va. cowubuted
in-privatebuildings, in various parts
of the city of Philadelphia, and its vi-
cinity, where they could not be con-
veniently inlpeéted, and where they
could not be guarded by the military,
without hazard of difturbirg the or-
der of the city : s great accumulati f
of military ‘upplies, in the midit of a
populus city, was untafe ; the powers
velted in the Executive chpartmcnt,
in a feafon of military preparations,
were known to be of the highelt im-
partance, and the nature of the dif-
cretionary authority, altually intruit-
ed by liw, tothe Prefident of the U-
nited Stares, leemed neceffary ta im-
pli the right to judge of the poil fuit-
Ib & means Df prefe "I.l'fng fﬁ?puﬁfﬁ: proper=
ty; a power which, when compared
with others, was ot no importance.”
. Concerning the * expenfivenefs
and unfinifli-d ftate of the buildings,
Mr. Wolcort proceeds :
*“If it was intended thai it fhoyld
be uaderitood, that more mony has peen
d than wai veceffary, confidering
the extent and !pf:'cﬁ't_p of &he bwf:i::.'g;, then
it is certain a halty opinion has been
exprefled; without acquiring due 7d-
tormation. It the luggefiion is, that
the matirialr, dicoratisn, ar workmaufhip,
were 199 coffly, then it is anfwered that
the hmldmga are brick ﬂa'u‘?uo €5y and
an appeal is made to the puniic, on
a comparifon with buildings erefted
by the different ffarer, or by the city of
Philadelphia, or by incorporated
wnpanies, Whether the defign was un-
fuibte. Itis true that the cwhile difign
bas nat been completed; but thas idea is
communicated by the exprefiion that
this pfe 0 huu’din‘g‘r, 15 yel in an Urrﬁn.’;’.’mf
flute.  The public underitocd, that
the sxpenditures hitherto made are
ujeiefr ; let the ienles ot the people of
Pyihdc]phia, and its vicinity, decide
on the correctnafs oi this urprefli-
on.”
With réfpeét-to the expenfes be-
ing defrayed out ot the appropriati-
ons heretofore made tor the Quarter
mater’s department;' he oblerves,
“I fhall not attempt to reconcile
this aflertion with their firit decla-
ration, * that the appropriations ter
thearmy have been confidered as
conititnting bur ene general fund,”
but to proceed to remark that the
obfervation appears to imply an opi-
nion that the fund appropriaied for
the Quarter Maofler Department could
not lawfully be applied for erecting
neceffary magazines,  With fuch men,
as on reflection maintain this opini-
on, it will be in vain to realon, re-
{pecting the mealures of the former
adminiitration, as the opinion will
prove, that there remains no com-
mon fource, irom which arguments
can be déduced. Unqueftionably 1t
has been confidered as a primary duty
of the Quarter Mafter Department,
to provide alt magazines, by purchafe leajey
or therwife, as fbould be dﬁ-m expedient :
—this was the ¢flablifbed principle, dur-
ingthe revolutionary war, and every
febfequent regulation and inftructi-
o, with which I am acquainted, has
proceeded on thefame idea, Itcan

| and legiflative obloguy ¢

[not furely have been imagined, that
| Jpecific appropriations for difindd items of
expence, i the er Mafer Dew
partment, Were n ry ; if not. the
ex pent:d hasbeen deftra'ycd out of;;h;
fuundy even tipon {, inciples
e gt o W
Mr. Wolcott adds, :
“ Thiereis anillufien to the Learis,
negociated for the public, at an in-

Thefe arefaid by the Committee to
have been 6btn'?ned’lt a% hiili’r':.'-
of intereft.”” Mr.. Gallatin not
thought ir unfuitable, in an official
report, to_reprefent the intereft as
“rxarﬁfam." I 4hall at 3“ times be
ready to explan the reafons of my
cendiift, when required ; but to in

dire€t imputédticus fro,nqn any quai

ter, it muft be_fuﬂi’cicnt to oblerve,
that this fubjet has been fully con
fidered by 2 Commi‘tee_of equal au-
thority with the Committee of Ine
‘veftigation, the members of which,
with the concurrence of Mr. Niciiol-
{on, toenimoufly reported, that they
law *“ no reafon to doubt that thefe
Lauans were negooiated upon the beft
terms which could be procured, and
with a laudabie view to the public
interefl.”

'The purchafe of yards for the ufe
of the navy of the United States ;—
the ercétion of the arfenals for the
prefervadon of its military appara-
tus ; -fuch are the objeés which this
patriotic committee have chofen to
cenfure! That prudence which in
times o/ peace and profperity prepare
means of defence againft times of
danger and adverfity, and which has
been fzlefted by the eulogifts of the
ftatelmen of other countries as the
choiceft’ theme for panegyric, is in
this the occafion .of official reproach
Not thole
whe would dire@ mational weakth to
its otly proper abject, national fafety

and prefperity, but thofe who flatter
their vaniy, or make mean appeals
to their avarice, are the men, whom
Amersicans, o late, delight to honor!
Netthole, who would proteét from
foreign irvafion their cities and
farms, their wives and their chil-
dren ; not thole who would place
public and 'private Happinefs on its
only rational foundation, fecurity and
capacity of felf-proteltion, are the
{tatesmen whom our citizers now
reward and elevate ; but thole great
patriots alone are the objets of their
affections, who pretend to prelerve
pence in the pockets ot individuals ;
~thofe who modulate their voices
to every varying note of popular hu.
mor ; thole who give bread fopsto
the mouth ot labour, and who fet
whilkey Iree for the throats of infur-
gents ** L'hele are thy Gods, oh,Is.
racl !” Bow down and worfhip thefe
ftrange objets of adurat.on which
ye have let up in your high places.
Verily they are the work of your own
hands. If ye can, rejoice in themand
be glad €.
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than the prefent.
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