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From THE T1MES, a Charlefon paper.

Meffrs. Cox &* Sheppard,
It is no doubt in the knowledge of
molt perfons, that a convention has
been iately concluded between cer-

tain Commiffioners appointed by the

United States, and by the ftate of
Georgia, by which it feems, the U.
States are to give to Georgia, the
fum of wwelve hundred thoufand
dollars, for a relinguifhment of her
ciims to the Mifliffippi Territory.
The two tollowing letters, written
by a gentleman to his friend, contain
io much uletul information on the
fubjelt of this claim, that 1 hope the
writer will not be diffatisfied, if |
now take the liberry ot {ubmitting
them to the citizens of the United
States. 1 he tadls contained inthem
are known only to tew ; and are ot
infinité importance to the pecple of
this country, inafmuch as they will
be enabled, from a view of themn, to
judee and determine how far the
prefent adminiltration will jultify
themfelves to the American peopic,
for having given its fanction to a
conduét, by which the United States
are to pay to the ftate. ot Georgia,
an enormous fum of moncr, to ex-
tinguifh her claim to a terrirory, to
which fhe had no more right or
claim, than fhe has to any ofour
houfes.  ‘The falts are ftared with.
out much comment, and will {peak
for themielves. For an aticntive
perufal of them, it will appear moit
clearly, that the wvery reriitory which
has been in difpute, Letween the
United States and Georgia, was.as
early as the ycar 1764, an intoral
part. of Welt Florida ; was aher-
wards reprefenred by delegates, in
the General Aflembly of that P

: Nrrel
viicg—and was not only actua
furrendercany vrreat 'mﬂ}:!‘l"l'f"fo ih

arms of Spain, by the capitulation
of Penfacola in 1781, but ahier-
wards freely confirmed to Spain by

.

v d

to include this tra& of country, with-
in the boundaries of the United
States, by making the #birty frfl de-
gree of north latitude, the louthern
boundary on the Mifliflippi, when it
had betore been part of Welt Flo-
rida, and conquered by and formal-
ly furrendetred to Spain, can be ac.
counted for in no other way, than
that conjetured by the writer of the
annexed letters. For no one factis
better eitablithed, than that Great
Br_nain then had no right to make
this a part of the United Srates, as
for nineteen years before the defini-
tive treaty, this territory had been
poverned by her as an integral part
of Welt Florida, and as fuch ir was
conquered by and actually pofleffed
by the fubjects of Spain. ~The Unit-
ed States, therelore, neveshad any
lawful titic or right to this country,
until the year 179¢, and that by vir-
tue of the treaty with Spain.  How-
ever, let the reader judue for him

‘elf, and he will find thefacs too
clearly {tated, to admirof a moment’s
doubt.

Such ar a& on the purt of tiic pre-
lent admimltration, 13 more to be
cenfured, when it is remembered,
that Georgia once olficred to cede
il e qu /'.":':w fr'l"!‘a".-'Jf"‘,' “11_‘ f.‘:'.'i"!'.'L].. f(}l‘
the fum of 171,0c0 dollars, or there-
abouts, upwards of zmi‘lion of dol

lars Iefs than what fhe now recrives,

I his effer the congref: of the Unit-

ed Frates then rejecied. and itis

well known, that under the admi-

nillrations « f cen. \Walhingtoncand

Mr. Adams, nothing could te made

of this claim, the government al-

ways regardmg it as unteunded;

and the manner in which this bufi-
et R T poa €0 and preciyt-7
trrea-wideee, throush the iInfluénce

of the pariZans of Geergia, ac-|
oums at once for the rejection of |
Mro Griwold’s motion on this fub-

jeli, @i the clu’e otthe Ialt fethon ;

ciators of the definitive treaty came

250, that you were very little ac-
quainted with the terrjtory in quef-
ton, either as to the extent ot Weit
Florida, or the nature of the claim
which the State of Georgia hasa-
greed to relinquith, for the fum of
one million two hundred thouland
dollars, and 1equelted me to give
you fuch information as I could, re-
{pe€ting this country ; I now fubmit
the following brict hiftory of faéts
for your confideration, to which |
fhall fubjoin a tew oblervations on
the nature of the Georgia clains,
which I trult will throw fome light
upon the nature of this tranfaétion,
hitherto very lictle | wown by the
¢inzens of the Uuion. lhey are
not the loofe random firiCtures of a
perfon difpeled to cavil With any of
the meaiures of government, bur
candid obfervations drawn frem au-
thentic documents, which it is pre
fu_mg:d will not ealily be dented ; and
tair inferencescdeduced: from  prin

ciples not liable to be coniradiéted
by light and traufient reafons.  Be.
fore, however, I enrer into the hif-
tory of ihis portion of the Union, I
mult premife, that there are two
publications on the fubject, which,
though not in the hatds of every
ctie, yer are vell known to the late,
and moll of the prefent members of
congiels ;3 and they contain much
mLermation relpecting this terriory.
Oneis, ““The report of the com-
mittee  of conprels, to whom was

refered the leveral petivons of The-
mas Burling and athers, Cato Weft
and others, and John Oliver and o-

thers. inhabitanuis on or near the

Miflifbppi, sontaining an enumera.

uon ot claims to lands in that coun-

trv, upon which the act of Congrefs,

g WL e e et
(seorciay and .f.':.-'r"-.‘.r'_.u"'}:g 1he t.’.".:f'{-',"}’J!Jre'r:f

'

of a geverngment in the 4:“'_;3;?‘:.-'-;:! Ters:-
rory, " was predicated 5 and the other,

¢ The addrels and remonflrance of
he legiflature ot Georpia”” 1 hefe

—

collection of the ancient Carolina
laws, may appear. “I'wo years after-
wards, the fame monarch gave the
fame lords proprietors another char-
ter, with the fame boundaries, north
and weft, but extending the fouthern
boundary as far fouth as the 2gth
degree, adding two degrees to ihe
oniginal  boundaries of Carolina,
which then extended from 36 1o 29
degrees of northern Jatitude, and in.
a drrect line from. thole two points on
rhe Atlantic ocean, weftward to the
Sofith Seas. ‘I'his trad remained
under the government ot the lords
proprietors till the year 1526 ; when
growing tired of it, feven out of the
eight. tutrendered  their right to the
crovn ; (lord Cartaret retainifdg h s
one eighth or fhare) which furrender
was confirmed by a& of parliament,
in the fecond year of king George 11.
by which means seven-eighihs of tl.e
country reverted to the crown.

Soon after this furrender, this im-
menie territory was divided into two
provinces  called North and South
Carolina ; and governors -were ap-
-ointed and fent on to each province
accordingly : (lord- Cartaret’s fhare
having been fnid off in North Caro.
lina, where it is faid fome of his de-
fcendants have claims to this day.)

[n"1732, king George Il. thought
proper to create ot of South-Caro-
hma, a new-province, called Georgia,
which was given to truftees on cer-
taia conditions therein mentioned, &
was bounded on the river Savannah
to the eafl, and extending 2leng the
fea coalt te the river Alaniaha, and
qeflccard prem  the beats of thefe vivers
fals's the  jouth This
therefere may be confiderered as the
origin ol the Georgiaclair, =~ Ahous

g e) ) "
re/hecl: Jely, fo TS
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18 or 2orgma alter.this newly crea-
[ren prow

e was franted to truflees
above mennoned, they, like the
Lords proprietots of South-Carolina,
furrendered it to the crown of Great-
Britain ; after which_ it remained a

Britith province, till it became an
independent  Siate, by the revolu-
tionary war. it mult however be re-

the definitive treaty between the e } ot clear’y evin€es thar the prefent 1T
powers in 1783, So that, it this ter- waz ucemed the_fitreft opportunity |t
ritory did ferm a poriion of Geor- Lot {ucceeding in this mefi extrava- |«

wo publications, it is prefumed, con-
ain the fubflance of vhar has hither-

gia, when Georgia was firlt eflablifh-
ed as a province, as the Georgla
claimants have contended (and the
contrary ot which appea's to be the
cafe) it was in the year 1704, by
Great Britain herlelf, (whofe right
at that time no one queltions) added
1o Welt Florida, aitd afterwards
conquered by the arms of Spam,
and the right of the King of &painto
it, eftablifhed before the U fitcd
States were acknowledged by Gruat
Britain, as independent; and which
Jimple fa? of the Mifliffppi ] “rrtory

aving been within the jurifdiction-
al limits ot Weil ¥lorida, when it
was a Britith Province, and whou 1t
was conquered by and furrendered
to Spain, comp'tely overthrows
the claim of Georgia 3 inalmuzh as
it fhews, that the right was complete
in Spain in 1781. Lhe rightthere-
{ore {o being in Spain, fhe pofleficd
the whole of this teritory (even up
to the Walnut Hills, its northern.
_mofit boundary on the ‘Mitiflippi)

unti! the year 1795, when, torthe

jake of peace and good. neighbior-
hood, fhe voluntanily transferred
the fame to the United States, in
their fovereign capacity, by the I rea-
tv negociated through Major Pinck-
m'f:'mm the circumfitance of this
territory having been included with.
in the boundaries of the Unitgd
States, as lertled by the dehnitive
treaty between thefe fiates and
Great Biitain,, the Georgians have
centended, under the original char.
vet of King Charles, thatatthat ime
it ¥otmed a part of Georgia, and for

gant chain.  As the money, howe-
ver, has not yet been paid to Geor-
i, itds to be hoped, that the Unit,
ed Srates will not deemm themiclves |
bounid by the contract- 1t wiil be
no breach ot taith to diflolve, con-
fidering the checumilances under
which it has been n.ade.  Some per-
fois in the sdmintllration of the go-
vernmait will so doubt pretend ig-
tnorance of the falts which deltroy
vthie claim ¢! Geosgia.  But ol thele
they could” not have been ignorant,
(had they rokaet thie painy io haye to-
licited thes heeellary - information,
UThe $acls are svathin the knowledi:
Cof many of the ol ichabitants of
the territory ntw alive, and. all the
documents which corrcborate rhem,
are yer in exifterice among the re-
Lcords of Weit VFlorida papers, in
the Plantation Office, \Whitchall,
London, to which our minilter
"might at any time have had accels,
' had he been inftruéted tor that pur-
pole by the adminitravon.
However, itiis to be bepod,
that the enming cengrefs will look
into and fully mveltigate this- bufi-
| nels, trom the beginning to the end;
_and then, let thole who-have conclu-
(ded, and given  their fanttion to
| this conv~ntien, ftate it they can, the
reafons-wiiich have urged them to
' recognize a claim, totally unfupport-
Led- upon-any one principle ot right

whatever. AGRICOLA.
LETTER L

Cinfraeratizison the Goorgia Claim to the
Mujfifiopi Territoryy formerly
el Fior ;J(I,- fafg{}' :lgf.—.’:'l.’ ts be ceded 10

[
b

i

d part of

to been made pubtic, #iither for or a-
gainil this clain ; & will oceafionally
be retered to. in ofder the Leiter to
Lring the tree point belore yeu
——indeed a portion of

the report, will of necetiity beincor-
porated into this letter 2 But there
1

larye

‘re many things in this letter which,
ris believed, were never brought
o view beiore the committee who
framed the reporr. - Without tarther
preface or obfurvation, then, 1 pro-
ceed to give vou a concile hutory of
Wilt Florida, and to confider the

this, it is unneceflary #0° go back to
the dlathing pretenians ot-England

and Spain, and their ancient dif-

the Floridas. It is fuflicient for the
prefent purpole, to begin with the
charalter, of the lords proprietors of
Carolina, which it is faid included
originally the territory lately ceded
to the Unired States. >

Kingr Charles the IT, by lctters pa-
tent under the great feal of Great
Britain, dated the 20th of May, 1662
grapted unto kdward, Yarl of Cla-
rendon, and f{even others, “ all the
territory or trac of ground, fituate,
lving and being ‘within his domini-
ons in America, extending from the
north end of the ifland called Luche
Hland, which lieth in the fouthern
Virginia feas, and within fix and
thirty degrees of nothern latitude, &
to the weft ina direct line to the
South Seas ; and fo, fouthwardly,
as far as the river St. Mathias, which
bordereth” on the coalt -of Florida,

| putes about the lintirs and bounda- |
ries, between the Britfh colonies & |

colletted. that as the fouthern boun-
dary 0. Georgiinwa s fixed to the Al-
tamaha, all the twrritory  Letween
that river and the 2gth degree of la-
tirvde, fill rem=ined a part of South
Caralina: and large grants ot land
wer2 occafiomilly made to different
people there, by the different gover-
nors ol South-Ca:olina, till that por-
tion of terrtory, lov'h of the Alta
maha, was, by the King of Great
Britzin’s proclamation in 1763, dn
nexed to Georgia; but the weften
limits were undefined. At this flag: »

nature of the above clain.  In doing | of this bLrief hiflory, two things a:

we!l worthy of oblervation—the firl,

is, the extravagant nature of thel

ancient characters ; and {econdly.

the power of the crown in creating,

cdividing and {ub-dividing colonies,

and again in adding portions of one

colony to another, at his pleafure.

Firft then, it con {carcely be ima-
gined that the framers ot thefe char-
f had any.zdequate iciea of the
geography, or cutent of America at
that day ; for :t muft be obvicus to
any man, who will take the trouble
to look upon the map of the globe,
that the diftance from the fthores of
the Atlantic, in a diteét line welt to
the deuth Scas, can be little lefs than
from 3-to-4ocomiles ; an extent fo
great, andlo much beyond the pofii-
bility ot extendimng the bleflings of ci-
vil government, throughout. every
part of it; that the mind of man
cannot fuppole, but they muft have
been founded in ignorance of the
true pofiion of the continent, acrofs
which they were to run. It is faid
by an hiltori an that anknglifh adven

=a
Awn

turer from a promontory on the Sti-*

of Darien, aboutthat period, faw th

waters of the pacific ocean to th

welt,;'and thofe of the Atlantic to th-
(See laf! page.]

and within thirty one degrees ot no-
thern latitude ; 'and foweftina_ di-
ret line to the South Seas atorefaid,
eftablithing therein a province called

Caroling, as by a :cfe:éﬂce‘ to Troit’s
L { - ) X s

] - t ¥

the United Statery™ for the | fum ot
1,200,000 ddllars—~in a letter 1o a
jriend,

Durl‘ Sf-". 1 .
As you hinted to. me fome tirre

\
|
thist reafon was made a part ni}hc ‘
Wwoltetn boundary ot the United
eddted. © But fuch is. not the fact. |
“his territory, did not then form any
dart of Georgra. How the nego- |
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