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CONSIDERATIONS
ON THE
GEORGIA CLAIM
- TOTHE ¥
MIS31SSIPPI TERRITORY.

cerrer I
ear Sir

In?n? 14t T gave a fhort ﬂ:eh;lf of
the rife and cﬁablj{hmem _of Weit
Florida, as a Britith province, the
extention of its boundaries, together
with an account of its furrender to
Spain, and aﬁer\.v.ards its ceflion of

part of it te the Unired States.
| fhall now procced more particu-
larly, toinveltigate the nature of the
Georgia claims to that partotita-
bove the 31t degree of norih lati-
tude, as far as ta the mouth of the
Yafions, now called the Miffiflippi
Territory ; in order that -you may
be able to form fome idea of what
" kind of title that {tate had to the ter-

WPRE

on the ifland of New Orleans, on
t he eaft and weft fide of the Miffiffip-
pi river, andas far asthe river and
town of Mobille to the ealt, where
their defcendents remain to this day.
—And this right of the French to
the country, as far as the river Mo-
bille, was admitted by the Britith
government itfélf 3 for by the 7th
article of the treaty of peace 'n 1763,
after defcribing the boundary line to
be along the middle of the Mifliflip-
pi down to the Ibberville, * his moil
chriftian majelty exprelsly cedes and
guarantees to lits Dritannic majeity,
the river and port of Mobille, and
syery thing that he poflefies, or
ought to poflefs, on the left or ealt
file of the Miiliflippi, except. the

town of New-Orleans, and the ifland
on which it [tands.” = Now it is ap-
parent, that this extravagant charter
ot Georgia in 1732, mult have cut
through the French province of
Louifiana, and the Spanifh Mexican
dominions, on the welt fide of the

ritory ia queftion. I am netin pol- | l'i\'t‘.l' Mifliffippt, as tar as the bay ot
feon of the diffcrent a&ts of the | California, or near it, to have gone
legiflature relative to the tra@ of | astaras the South Seas —Upon the
country in queltion, nor do I con- | whole then, this extraragant charter

ceive - it very material 3 becaule 1| was void 25 ;

fuppole when they were remonlitrat
il!f{ to the n;uii‘-n.'].l l\'RI":\lllTL‘ upon

‘aly b, the law ol

|1nlinn~=.a; tar as it extended farther

welt than thie ealt boundary of Loui-

the fubject, every poflible right or 'fiana, viz. Maobille river.  Indeed
~laim they could rely upen, was et it Fas been faid; that the Rio Perdi-

forth. |
confine mylelf to the repore of the
committee, and this remonltrance
-of the Georaia legitlature, prefented
1o congrefs in November 18co.
In this remonitiance, the claims of
‘Georgia feem to be fupported on
five or fix grounds, viz.
1ft. The erigitial charter of Geor-
gia, reforted to in the report.
" 2d. Therdefinitivetreaty of peace,

“in 1783,

3d. ~ The grants made by a tenr.
porary council at Augulta, in 1779
and 1730. . B .

a4th. The a&@ pafled in Georgin
in_¥cebroary, 1783 afferting her
right, and eftablithing her. bounda-
Tics..

gth. The a& eftablithing a coun-
ty, called Bourbon, and,

Laltlv, a reprefentation on the
part ot the United States, that Geor-
gia was bounded by the 311t degree
of north latitude,

ift. The originai charter of Geor-
gia,in 1732, This charter was, (1
think Lam juitified in faying) igno-
rantly and abfurdly extended to the
South Seas, as well as that of Caro-

afterwards. ‘'l hey were afl granted

|

I fhall theretore particulark | d

doy a final! river berween Maobille
and Penlacola, was the troe boonda-
ry between Louiftaia cnd Florida,
As the Spaniards alwayvs, till the treas
ty of 1763, poflefled Penfacela, and
the country'as tar as the Perdido,
about twenty ' miles welt of that
town,and  St. Augultine, which
were the ancient fats of the Spantth
sovernment in Balt and Wett Flo-
rida, till that-period ; and in carro-

i batton of the Imall river being the

| rrue bourdary, 'toe 20th. article of

| the treaty of 1751,

feems ’.}rimg-
inpont.s 8By the -rgth arieleshis

Hiirannis ~vajclly cedes the tland of

L Cubag-and-torte=t ot the Havanmah,

to Spain y-and by the Fath amidle,
“his Catholie smaielty  cades o
Creat-Britain, - the - Floridas, with
tort 8t. Aveulline and Dav of Pun-
facola, as well asali that Spain pol-
lefles on the ¢ ntinent of Norih-
America, to the ool and fouth cail
ofthe river Nilkihipni,?

the Bav of Penlacety, was the conn?

try as lar a8 the Rio Derdido, while !

f*'rf'i:"h ]'1"1.“'-'3!;':!1.; ‘.'."C'!’C‘l’.‘:l!!t'.'t.'-! Al

faver the country, between this Rio
lina originally, and its fub-divifipns !

under a total ignorance of theyeo- |

praphy ot America, or with a view

of having future grounds of war, |

with France or Spain, at fome dif- |

tant day.—With refp=& 1o the cx-
travagance of the thing, no fubor
minded man can fuppole, that the
I nglith ever intended to eftablifly 4
colony of tuch immenle exicnt,
wcrols a continent of 3 or 4oco
miles ; the thing wasatterly imprac-
ticable,  The preflumption there-
lare is, that this, as well as the o-
thers, were granted under a toral
iynorance of the true fituation and
extent of the continent.
Jean be Tuppoled that they had really

|
l

But if it

aknowlédge of the true fituation !

and extent of theterritory included
within thofe grants or charters,
then it was a nugatory adl, incon-
filtent with the law of nations ; ora
high handed affun ntion of power,
ior the purpefe of fecding the fames
of lome future war, T'he
.f:"‘_",".”.. taken pofleffion of the river
NalhCppd, and eftablifhed -a pra-
vince called Lovifana, and which
'_h!'!“ *1"3“«‘11(]?-'_-1 extended to the con-
fines of the fettlement of Georgia
'I!:-lr_(“.urolina to iz

the Jource of the Miilifinpi nor
:I‘n: Gulph of Mexico (:’qi (hcnigriil,llhvf
"hey c{,t;:hhﬂn:d attual-fertle;nents

| taken thele

Pordido, and the Melulle river.
2dly. The pext ground of claim
15 the definitive triaty of 1783, This
treaty fixes, to be fure, the welt-
wardly and tcuth-welbwardly bhonne
darics ot the United Stares, which
are thus defined s “along the mid-
dle of the Miiliilippi river, untl it
interfects the 7uit degree of north
latitude ; fouth by a line duc ealt
from the termination of this linc il
enrioned, in ltitude 31 degrees
north of the equaier, to the middie
of the river Appalichicola, or Cata-
houchic river; thence :along the
middle ot that river to its junciion
with Ifint river; then {traight 0
the heed of St -Mary’s river, anid

thence along the middle of thar 5i- |

1 have
boundaries trom tie
printed remonitrance of the ftate of
Georgia in 1900 ; and 1 would alk
any perion interelted in thatclaim,
whether thele boundaries-were ip-

ver to the Atlantic ocean.’

 tended tobe delcriptive of the rights

French |

of the ttite ot Georgia, or of anv e-
ther particular ftate in the Union?

Lhiey furcly were not: |heyare on- |

ly the conclufive part of the bounda-
rics of the.United States, beginning

| at the river St. Croix, and ending
the eaft, and trom |

at the river St. Mary’s.  But fup-
pofing there was any thing in this
treaty which could be conftrued to
give Georgia any right, I wounld afk,

\foL. VIL.. i\‘uws_i?.

had'@reut Britain a pawrr‘.- give fuch a
right £ Here a very important quef-
ition t@ the United States’ arifes, up-
on the law ot nations: - That is,
whc’th’gr Great Britain had, or had
nota fight, to cede this portich of
counfry to Arherica, between the
mouth of the river Yaflons, and the
gult degree of latitude. Thaveal-
ready mentioned that Weft Floiida
had been extended up as far 2s the
river Yaflons, and that all the coun-
try bétwecn this lalt river, and the
31t degree, remained from 1 2-6 to
1781280 integral part of Weil Flo.
rida. %e alfs - mentioned, thar
in May, 981, Welt Florida, fuch
as it was in extent and jurifdiction,
was futrenderediby the Britifh com-
mander, to Sg#n, and tobe held by
his Cathol®Tmajelly, until “finally
that by the défiiirive treaty between
England and Sghain in, 1783, it was
confirtaed th ¢ latter.  What right
then had Grgat-Britain, tgede or
give up this®fart of hedffhmer do-
minions, to*a:third ; .+ which
fhe had o %ally furrghdered to
Spain, by capigalation ag Penfacala,
in 178¢.  [M®the advocatesfor the
| Georgia tlaim_anfwer. = Affy wan
might &5 wellgrempt to leilpragive
away M3 richt to@ farm, IW8Teh he
had 13}:;‘-;1”3' M?ﬂr-d (_:Fll&ﬁul the
purcha’er or danze, clajtratitle ui-
der this fecond. fale! or wifg asthe
itate of Georglatah pret to let
up- any _fhadawget i-ighr under or by

virtue of thisgr ¢ The rruth re.
had been

Sty
ally is, that rh'i copptry
previoafly ce! trfgmin. and was
not the property of 0

ot (?eat Rrita
give awlty to ti United Stargs? 1 he

treaty, therefor®, ifthis particalar,
was nugatoty and yoid: itw and
direétly contrary wo”h “J:n of .na-
tions. * Jt is-pmbab]*l at “ail tii=fe
folls wofe not in the"knowledge of
the " commiffioner, Mr. Oiwald,
when he whade the freaty with the
American commiflioners, ut Iaris, in

commifironers ; and that the king of
Great Britain's ticlt proclamation of
k
rule for tixing the houndaries ot this
part of ‘the United States: Beth's
 however

[itempt to fay, that this right gave
ayvadditiona] right to Georgia. The
| inferiion of this territery withir the
fLinits of the United Siates, certamnly
‘ originated in error and mittake.
(. 3tk Asacthird round of claim, it
is [ud, that Srants were made in the
j year 1779 and 1730, by a tempora-
| vy council at Aumaila. - Without
CeXAUMINING INto, O INQUITINY any
thingr about the powers of thistem-
Cporary council, 1t is enouglrunder
this head to fay, that if the ftate of
Ceorgia had no right to the laads
within the Mithilippi territory, this

temporary council had ne riglt ro

pafs grants for any part of it ; cvery
thing, therelore, mnlt depend upon
the night of Geergria. - The bale éx.
crcileof this power certainly could
rot give -the State of Geuorgia any
addivonal title.
ath. The fourth ground of claim
that am at was pafled by the
| Georgia legiflature in Febuary, 1783,
calcerraining her ¢laim, and fixing
| hier heundartes, &c.— | his act to be
{ fure, docy declare that the fouthern
Cboundary of Georgia, fhould be a
{line drawn from the Miflifippi, in
| the Jattude of. 31 degrees, in a due
- ealt courfe to the river Catahouchie;
and in other relpects according to
‘the feuthern boundaries of the Uni-
(te.d drates,  Here then, for the firlt
time, are Elxc exprels boundaries &
Jimits of Georgia, epenly and avow-
edly declared to the world. Every
thing be'ore this, had been by con-
ftruction and implication ; this act

18,

#

difpofed of by the two crowns ; and’

however, toldly and explicitly an-
nounces,” what her limits fhould be-
If however,. it fhould be afked”on
what ground this legiffative declara-
iion was founded, I telieve it would
be difficult tor the warmelt advocate
for the Georgia clams to give a di-
ret and explicit anfwer | .We have
already feen that the original charter
did not give this right ; but admit-
ting for argument fake it 'did, the
fame power  that cut and carved
Georgia out of South-Garolina, had
i like manner ereated another pro-
vinge called Wtk Klorida, in 1764,
and fliced off 2. part of it¢ femote
fouth weflern territory; to make the
latter a coﬁv:ni_c_n; compact provinge,
By extending its boundaries up to
the Yaflons, = As little right has been
gaven by the treaty ot | Great-Britain
with the United States in 1783 - firft
beacule it was not Gieat-Britain’s to
pive, and fecondly,’it it had then
belonged to Great-Britain to give,
the ceded it to the United States, and
not to Geargia - and of as Tittle avail
18 the cliim founded on the exercile
of the right, by the témperary coun-
cil ot Georgia—Let us now advance
a little farther, and lee whether there

this declaraterary a@ can be jufti-
liedd 7 1t is faid in the remonltrance,
that the -articles of conlederation
promugaled in 1778, (and finally
ratilied by the aflent of Maryland,
in 1781, ciharanteed to the difierent
Awmerican itates, their foverdignty ju-
rigdiction and territorial riphrs, which is
all very true; and further, that
Georgia entered into this contederas

'and right of térritary @ this no man
can or will deny. - But is there any
(thingin the arricles of contederation,
| which alcertains or defines the timits

of Georgia, or any other ftate in rhe
( Union Z-Sorely pot 1-de does gwaran-
| tee the different ftates, fuch as they

pwere, or had been in tie aflual pol.

| feflian of| at fhe time ; bnt as to the

17835 or in the knowledge of our | exprefs limits or bounds, that infiru-
Fment 13 filene.
y Georgia frever ' exercifed  previous
1763, might have been raken as ife | there,

It s believed, that

“iy ucls of loversignty or

Ljuritidiciion, beyond the Altamaha or
- (Qzechee rivers :
as it may, there it not a ! had no fettlements ar 1l time be-
Now, all | candid manin the Unjon, after this | yond thew, or at lealt very few.
that Spain poflefies oa the wel of jtair and plaiz ftatement, who will | 1he Creek Indions cluimed

It is belived they

the
country to thofe rivers, and their
right to the foily has been but very
lately extinguifhed, fo that it is highs
ly prefumable thar all the aé&s of fo-
vereignty and jurifdi€lion that ever
Georgia erercifed belore the act of
confedration, muft have been exer-
cifed between the Savannah and
thote rivers. . 'he Mifliffippi territo-
ry lies at a diltunce of 70 miles to
the welt of the Ogechee, und the

of Crech and Chotiaw Indians,
fpread over aii extent cf country np-
wards of 620 wtles, lic between thefe
two portions of country 3 fo that it
was utterly impraciicable for Geor-

gia to exercile any wct of government
over a portion of erritory lo far be-
yond her reacir, feparated by two
tuch powertul trilics of hollile Indi-
ans.—Delides, at the very time this
confederation was publithed to the
world, Weft Florida was in pofleflion
ot Great Britainy and the public of-
ficers ot that province were in the
full and actual peflefion and enjoy-
ment of the jurifdiétion thereof, and
continued to exercife it feveral years
atter ; fo that unlefs Weft Florida
could be confidered as included with-
in the confederation, no part of the
Miflifippi territory could be confi-
dered as guaranteed by it,

Bat, fays the remonltrance, “ the
“ Miflifippi Territory was long be-
“fore that claimed by, and acknow-
‘“ ledged to be the right of Georgia. ’
By whom was the acknowledgment
made ? Not by Great-Britain, the

A ot o

are any other grounds upon which.

tion, with her claims ol jurifdiction:

two numcrous anglpopulouns ”‘“i"“l?m- .
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