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: FRENCH AFFAIRS.

SPEECH of Citizen Sikvss, Prefident of the Exe-
curive ‘Direcrory, on the celchbration of the an-
niverfary of Augult ro,

‘DAY of jultice and glory, which the deftinies of
France fclcglcd for eftablithing national independence
en the ruins of the throne. 1 falute thee in the name
of all the French ! On the roth of Augult royalty was
overturned in France: It will never again rife.  Such
is the oath which you engraved on the walls of this pa-
lace at the moment even when you cxpelled .the laft of
- shetyrants. Thue difappearcd that long
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i Bivled themfelyes the d méfhﬂven; to.opprels.
with mote fecarity the earth ; who confidered France
as their patrimony, the French as their fubjeds, the
laws the expreflion of their will ; aind whole hereditary
influence had tamiliarized us with: this ridiculous lan-
-guage that perhaps, even at prefeat, it does not ftrike
our ears with fufficient altonithment. In thislaft Grug-
gle, there remained to royalty as defenders, the auda-
city and bafenels of a corrupted court, perfidy, info-
lence, and the deceitful aid of fervitude. It had for
adverfaties, courage, determined refolution, the enthu-

. #halm of infant liberty, and the generous virtues it in-
fpires. The camnbat eould not be of long duration ;
the vittory could not be doubtful. But along with
royalty it was impoffible to annihilate in one day, all
the interefts it had afluciated, all the ialtitutions which
were too much indentified with it.  In republican

" “France, royalty retained them both friends and aveng-
ers. The one did not even dilguile their eforts to re
vive it, founding their hopes on I know not what fra-
ternity of thrones, and the molt intimate alliancs be-
tween the throne and the altar ; they armed around us
a part of Europe ; they re-kindled in the midtt of us
the torch of fanaticifm. The other, more perficious,
noily declaimers againft royalty, bat thie fecret and no.
Jefls-implacable enemies of thofe whohad deftroyed-it,
adopted every kind of languiage, enjraged in every mad
r,nel'l. and indulged in every excels, with the double
hope of avenging the throue on its real deitroyers, and
of making it be regretied even by th fe who had mott
applauded its fall.  Thus the reptiblic was conttantly
the bute of dire® aggreflions, and of indire& artacks
equaily Jormidable., - Citizens, it is not deviating from
the fpirit of this feftival to tel! you the means employ-
ed by your reprcientatives and your magiftrates to tri-
waph over fo many obltacles, and to unite hy thele
means your patiiotilfm withtheir efforts  This i5 al-
ways continuing to ftrike royalty I Chisis continuing,
in fome meafure, to complete the viGtory of the 10ih of
Augult. To the open enterprizes of royalty, the e
public oppofed without relaxation the whole of the na
tional forces ; it oppofed mercilefs laws againtt the de
ferters of their country ; fevere mealures againit all the
communcs agitated by royalifm ; indefutigable vigl-
anee to detect intrigues and the manceuvres of hole
who dared to fpeak of its return.  And thefe who at
this moment (hould deny either thefe means, or the re-
publican [pirit of thole who dire&ed them, can be only
madmen or mea void of fuith. T indireét aggrefii.
ens m;ght have been upptsfcd repreflive meafures 3 they
.are autherized by the la +s and the conftitution : Bus
becaufe your magiltrates are trang republi. ans, becaute
they know that in this clals ot agzreffors there are
Frenchmen burried away even by cheir. love fur the
! republic, and it would be with“inconfol ible regret that

- they would find themfclves reduced to the neceffity of |

thewing themfelves feverc towards thofe who might {erve
she caule of liberty, they with rather to reclaim them
by prefling and [raternal advice : for they cannot aban-
don the hope of bringing back to the real interelts of

the public, men whole actions may have appeared doubt-,
ful, but whofe iutentions have remained pure, “Itisto |

- thefe, therefore, that we addrefs ourTelves, to point out
‘to them the (o2l number of faile patriots by whom

they are agitated and tormented, and who Bl their |

minds with the molt ablurd ideas, and their hearts with
extravagant or criminal hopes. The prefent ciscum-
 &tances impofe this on me as aduty, [ am now going
“to difcharge jt.  Citizens, whoever thefe men may he,
whom [“peifit in believing to be few in number, fo-
reigoers or natives, paid by the enemny, or obeying the
impulfe of their own paffions, defiving the “fpeedy re-
turo of royalty, or preferring the reign of that terror

fo jultly abhorred by the French, 1 hall fay—fhall ex-
elaim—Beware of confidering as republicans thofe who
Have feen in the overthrow of the throne, not the means
‘of eltablifhing a new government defired by the nation,

., but.tke nght of overturning at all times every thing
__thar may. bic.an_obitacle to their private-smbition-—
' hole who belicve that to eftablifh is always bafe, to
jgﬁrn’r always a glory ; who being inveterate enemies

po every iling that is order, or which has the appear-
ancs pforder, -wifh to govern by noile, and not by the
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faws, who would tear to pisces with their own hands
the government they had rhtm&lccl formed, becaule
a govermment, were it tlieir own work, eould never
accomplifh according to their fatisfalion, all the plans
of their ambition, al the dreams of their madnefs. No, |
thefe are not republicans! Thofé¢ whe canuot refclve
to forgive the oldett and moft incorruptible fricnds of
liberty ; who infult them even in proportion to the
confidence with which they are honored by the nation,
or the fervices they have perlormed.

the 23d T

_ Conquerors of
heimidar, A 10 you to whom the coagra-

-
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-every one who hai Acquired 2 fame juthey with to tar: |
with every glory.  Thole are not republicans, whofe
fervile fouls canaot canceive that the Founders of liber:
ty and the republic arc republicans ; who,. repeating
the delirious intults of the fame court which the 1oth
of Augull reveifed, and which they avenge fince they
become its imitators, ill endeavor to impute to them
as the object of their fecret wifhes, - 1-know not what
phantom of a kidg, led round in turns .o all thefe
whom they with 1o deftroy, frantic detrators or bhy-
pociites, who, fhutting dseir ¢yes againtt all evidence;
perhill to be ignorant that the men above all molt fre.
quently attacked by this ablurd accalation, have, a
thoutand times and at the verv beginning of the revo.
lution, manifelted their ardeat defire, that the man,
whom I wili not even name, hdd always remained, he
and his agents, in theranks of the ¢nemies, inflead of
carrying uncalinefs, miftralt and dariger into ours, No;
they are not republicans ; thofe, who, thro’ their de-
magoyic language, fuffer to appear the fhameful predi-
lection which they retain for royal fuperflitions, and
feem at every moment to till you that fince a king was
attacked, they may with mvre jullice attack the ma-
giltratcs of the people.  No ! tholc men are not repub-
licans, who can perform no other part but that of col-
Teeng, inflambngy and exciting difcontents again® the
eitavhfhed erder ; thole men who in former times thv’t
it neceflary and proper to punifhewich death all thofe
who had derlt venture net to be content ; thofe men
who would confider puace as an evil, who would regret
victory, who calcutate upon our difafters, as the means
of encresliag their influence 3 thofe men who repole
their hopes upon {nteroai aidn&ﬁrrr,--cnjoy no happi-
nelsbut 1a animubizivs. They denounce with audacity
betire the muititude, but fhrink back when they are
called upon to lign the denunciation, Thirfting for
vengeance, they exchim againht the falutary delays
which the law prelcribes both to fave innocence, znd
to tend with more certainty to reach the guilty, Thele
men are not republicans, who by the frantic violence of
their provocattons lirike difinav to the hearts of the
fuber citizens; who dry up the {fources of public wealth,
give a mortal wouund to pullic credit, annihilate com-
meree, and paralife ail induitry. Who inceffantly {peak
of our calawmities, and yct at their caprice encreafe the
nusber of the wretched ; call themielves the friends of
the people, and only exafperate inflead of ferving them ;
influence vach other agaiall the fu:‘t?gn enemy, ﬁrmly
determiucd, however, not to expofe themlelves in the
combat. :
Shalt it Yhen be, jthat becaule they reseat with more
not'e the real emotions of cur comman tadignation
againft the dilapidators and traitors, that they hope to
impofe npon you ? But have not the people, in their
E'ai!y experience learnt, that{it s not the men who {«cak
the loudelt, who arcth: mo® fres from reproach { —
| That -many denounce orly that they may not be de-
nounced ; and whom fhall thev perfuade that thofe'who
govern do wot feel a civic ricf much more fincere,
t“much more profeund than thealelves, at the affl:&ing
{peftacle of the injuries done to our country ; at the
moment too when they are called upon to find a reme-
dy ? Have they given a greater guarantee of their mo-
rality and their civifm ? Do they cajoy a purer reputa-
tion ? Are they morce aullere io their manners, more
of citizens ! And it their indignation be real, inflead
| of thefe clamours which are only «ddreffed to the .pal-
| fions, and will protect the criminal, becanfe they in-
| volve them with the 1nocent, why do they not wifh
| to aflit the ufeful opefation of the laws, in multiply-
ing, in augmenting’ the velearche®; in colle®ing the
proofs, and in fine, in enlighténing the magiftrates?
But why thould 1 helitate to fpeak it boldly, their ob-
je€t ungueftionably, is not_jultice ? What they with is
-to miflead the public, by excitiog diftruft ; to over.
whelm men’s minds with ¢onfufion and difmay; to
drive the people of France to defpair ; to gain poffef-
fion of all authaority in the convulfion ; im aword, to
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how they govern! The Executive Dire®tory knows
all the enemies who are conlpiring'againit the fepublic.
[n the midit of thele agitators, who in truth are but
few in number, but who feem to multiply their force
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| ing amoong the aumber of their auxiliaries all, of what-

.

mics of the counftitution; that, fuperior to -danger,

catm amidft the ftorm; théy- will combat all the pablic

ocs, undauoted and wacenling : Nat, howeyer, by a8
b4 :‘ tiyingiof :.-:.- ! ne _.:“ REnE ofarnd e 2 -HA"

-govero-at-every expence. Frenchmen, §oi well know |

by their own tioife, they do not lofe fight of that other
clals of rpyalifts, diftinguifhed by an incarable phrenfy,
fighing for the retuca of @ maller, recalling him witi.
their utmoft vows, their utmott efforts ; juitly inglud-

cver defeription they may be, who at prefent threaten
thie conttiturion and the government.  They declare
that they will be equally inflexible againit all the ene-

equally reprefling them all by thofe powerful mearss with
which the conltitution of the 3d year has armed them,
and that immenfe majority of citizens, who. arg firmly
determined to fupport it—to yicld obedience to law
alone, and at every moacot to rally round the guardi-
an authoritics. Vive la republique.

TRUE L]JBERTY, ..

MANY tiuths fall into the mind, as many good
feeds fall into the gvound aud lie there without {prout-
ing. . Take an example, The power of the people,
when it iv abuled, is not liberty, and is fwe, like all
other power, to be abpfcd, when it is lcft uncontroul-
ed.

If then, the fa&s affumed by the Jacobins, were a3
true as they are falle, if the Urench people were as much
the authors of the public wealures, as they are the vic-
tims-of - them: il the- very--nature -of thofe-meafiures
would prove that true liberty is wanting : that the [u-
| preme power is not controuled, and that it is abuled.

Uncoutrouled power is tyranuy, and-it would be hard
totell why tyrauny fheuld be amiuble, becaufe nobody \
knows who is the tyrant, becaufe it is avery body’s
folly or prejudice, or rage that a@ls, and nobedy’s '
fenfe or virtue that re@rvains.  In fuch cafes the mafs

of the people only Teem to play the fovercign. They

arc in fact, net agents, but infliumentsy Their pow-

er is their phyfical force which deftvoys, if it obeys,

their own blind impulle, and cofluves, if that impulfe

be imparted or direcied by demagogues.  Liberty ina
treafure that requires keepers, and regular government

18 as neceflary to itsfecurity as locks and watchmen to

the ftorcs on thelong whaif, I the convi@ls of Caftle

Hland, fhould huppen to be the watchmen, or fhould

be the diretors ef the banks, what would be the fe-

curity of the goods and treaflure ? French fecurity.

The power of the people of France, admitting they

have it, might sugment our abhorrence of them, by
fhewing that their difpofitions are as bad as their pro- . ||
ceedings, and that the crimes of the rulers are the crimes i
of the natiun ; but furely no republican is bousd to |
confider it ashis affzir, or the caule of France as our

caufe.  The diffcrence between our republicanifm and

that of the French, would ftill be the whole difference
between liberty and tyranny.  All forms of govern-

ment are [ufceptible of tyranny.  Why thould we love

French tyraany better than Pruffian ? Tllt)’}lrc both,

though not alike, fupported by the fword. ~ The Dey

of Algicrs, and the Divan of Conftantinople, fofien

the terrors of their defpotifm by mingling with it the .
influence of fuperftition, thus rendering it lefs odious

and more lulting.  Let it be-conceded to the declaim-

ers npon liberty and equality, that the defpotifm in

thefe governments is the proper okje& of our hatred,

Let them in _return admit, that the degree of liberty .
eujoyed in others (and all the . Evropean governments

have fomc) is the proper obje& of our affe@ionate at-
tachment . —Confefledly England has the moft, next 1o

France. 'This the Jacobins cannot very, well deny,—.

If they will mot admire and love the Englith govern-

ment, as the Epzlith them{clves do with pafion, and,

as in {Iri@ eonfiltency with their pretended principles,

the Jacobins ought to do,. at lealt they ought to for-

bear to hold up the caufe of France as the caunfe of ‘A.

merican republicanifm. The fuccefs of French tyran.

ny is not our caufe. Any other tyraniy as much de-

ferves our good will. :

But theidea of popular Tiberty, being long kept out
of the clutches of upfart tyrants and demagagues, is
incorre@ and contrary to experience. We fee liberty
in France as its worlt enemies would with ta fee it, bu-

{y to muke itfclf odions and defencelefs. The main- -
fpring o¥the French government hzs ‘been.maved by

fewer harkls, and the people have lefs to do with it,

finge the king was dethroned than before,. Barras is

now mote a king than Louis was. - He will hot be king

fo long, but he will havea fuccefTor. The next great

villain in Franco, is the heir apparent, 0 -
“"Sucha ate of things exilts in Fiance, as renders li-
berty impoflible. It would be eafier to govern Algiers
by a towh meeting. -1t is a flander of our liberty, to
fxy, that our chance depeads on their good fuccefs.—
So far fiem it; their failure will fhew that the fecuritics
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