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An A& diveting the Fudges of the fuperior courts to
mieet tigeiher 1o fettle queftions of law or equity ari-
finig on the circuity -and to provide for the.1ruwai of all

~ - pexfens concerned in certain frauds.
WHE'R'E‘HB—'QTEM ingenveniences have arifen,
__apd mach Jdelzy in the adminiflration of jullice
hasbeea ocealioned, from the want of a fpecdy and o-
nifore décifion of all queftions-of law. or equity arifing
on the cirouity wither from diffsveoe of opinion ia the
Judges, or from a defhe of further eonfideration, or
from a want of a competent number of Judges as the
law exifts at prefent: tothe end therefore that thele
inconvebjentes may be remedied, and that decifions
shall be had on all fuits and controverfies at prefent de-
pending or hereafter to depend in the fuperior courts
of T4w and equity, with as much difpatch and unifoi m-

ity ds poffible :

VL Be it therefore aa@ed, That the faid Clerk
fhall receive a compenfatio for his feryices, o fam-to
be cltimated by two of ‘fhe Judges;. according to the
bufiaels performed, wot éxcecding. bifty pounds :peun-
num 3 on. ¢#tificate of which from the Judges, the
Treafnrer fhall be asthorized ta pay the fame.

VIL. Andbe it furthet enalted, That from and after
the pafling of this aét the Tuperior cowns of law and
cquity faall be and they are hetrby divided . inasabag
ridings; the diftriéts of Myrgan and Satibury -1 om:
pole one riding, called the firft riding ; the dii (- of
Hillfborough and Fayercewille, the fecond ridii: : the
dittri@s of Halifax and Edenton, the third u-..i::;;.{
and the diftri&ts of Newhiern and Wilmingon, tiw 4th
riding. -

Agd whereas many frauds are fuggefted to have been

I. Beit therefore enaéted by the General Atfembly !
of the ftate of North Carolina, and it is hereby cuatt. |
ed by the authority of thefame; That from and sfter )
thie pafling of this a&, the Judgesof the (uperior courte |
of law and equity within this flate, fhall mcet and af-
femble together twice iw ecath end every year, at the
city of Raleigh, on the roth days of June and Decem-
ber, and if {aid days thall happen on Sunday, the next
fucceeding days, ‘{Jr the purpole of determining all
quéltions of law and equity arifing and remaining unde-
termined upon the circuit.

11. And be it farther ena&ed, That the {aid
Judges, or any twe of them at the firlt meeting atrer
the paffing of this 5@, fhall appoint a Cletk ot fkill
and probity, who fhall give bond with. fufficient fecu-
yity, payable to:the Governor for the time being, in
the f1au of five thoufand pounds, conditioned ter the
faithful difuharge of hisduties in office, and for the fafc
keepiug of ell records committed to his cuftody ; which
bond fhall be lodged wich the Seerctary of Rate, And
the fafd Clerk when fo appointed, fhall hald his dffice
duricg good behavior, bat before enteriug upon the
execution of his office, fhall, before the faid  Judges,
or eithier of theni, take aw oath of the (ame tenor and
thed 16r twe Clesks- ot (he TUperior
courts of law.

IIT. Andbe it further ena&ed, That when everany
queflions of law or equity hiereafter fhall arife uppn the
circuit before any ef the Judges of the fupcrior courts,
which the Judge fitting way be unwilling o determinc,
and fhall be defirous of further confidcration thercoy.
and a conference with the other Judges; or where any l
gueftions of law er egnity have already arifen on the
eircuit, and have remained undecided by reaion ot 2
difapreement of the Judges on the circuil, in either
cafe the Clerk of the diltrit, under the diretion of
of the Judge then fitting hefore whom fuch quellion
or queltions fhall arife or come, fhall make out a tranf{-
eript ot the proceedings in the calc in which fuch quef-
tion or queflions fhall arife, and deliver the fame to the
Judge before or at the expiation of the term; ora!
cafe fhall be made up by the counfil in the court and
under the dire@ion of the Judye, or by the Judge him- |
felf, as the nature of the cafe way requice; and fuch
Al ipt or cube fo made ag aforefaid, the Judge fhall |
file at the meeting of the Judges hacby appointed,
with their Clek. -

V. And beit farther ena&el, That the Judges at |
their fuid meeting, or any twa of them, thall proceed ‘

to argue and ceteimine all queftions o as atorefaid-|
brought teiore them, and fhall let for ten days at each ‘
znd every meeting, anlels the Luliadds Mall be fooner |
finithed ; and cach and every Judy e at their faid meet- |
ing, fhall give their final cpinon 1o cvery cale in wrl |
ting, to be fGled with the Clerk, and by him to be
entered in a book kept for that puvpoic.

V. And be it further enacted, Thai it Mall be the
duty of the Clerk of the faid mecting of the Judges,

. immediately after the rife of each and every itting, to

make out a full and corred certificate of che decifion « f

thic Judges, ready to be delivered to the perlon in whole |

favour the decifion fhall be, or to any perfon for Lim

on application ; or if application fhou!d not be made, | wi
to be by faid Clerk tranfmitted 16 the Clak of the |

fuperior court of liw and equity, where the queltion

had been depending and had arilen : and the Clerk of |

rne faid foperior court fhall therespon iffue execution
s may be properin the cafe, for the debt or dama-
pea that may have been recovered, together with the
cofts in the court of his Giltri&, orotherwife proceed
a¢t the decifion of Judges may demand,

Aud whereds the compenfation proper to )z made
to the Cletk heveby appointed io enteriug fuit, enter-

ing up the opinion of the Judges, for certificate of de- |

cilion, and oilier fervices, canmot be accurately fore-
feen and provided for ¢ and the procuring difpatch and
tiaiformity in judicial deeifions is an objedt of public

& wegnitude, and fhould be with as Tittle expence to the | XTI AN WM_T“MMH
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| and fhall be entitled to the famic fees as the Clerks of

|-twelve-fhilliags.sud-ix penze, and the fame fum lor

committed in the Secretary’s office, and 1t high!y con- ]
cerns the juttica and honour af the fiate, that the pca-'
petrators of the faid rrauds flyould be purived to punifh- {
ment 2 i el 4
VIII. De ittherefore ehﬂed, That the Goveraor
for the time being, is hergby authorized and empower
¢d, when he may deem 1w expedient, to iffue a com-
'miflion to the Judges, empowering them to [it at any
time of their meeting hereby appointed, for thc uial
of fuch pevfons as thall or may be apprehended tor and
on account of their having committed, or been con-
cerned in the-commiffion of, frauds in the Secretary’s
woffice, or o the office of John Armitrang or Martin
Armltroag, inthe fraudulent iffoing, procuring, re-
ceiving or transferrfog land' warrants ; orin the frau.
dulently iffutng, procuring or receiving grants on fuch
warrauts ot any of the faid offices.  And the faid Jud-
ges, oy auy two of them dpon a commiilion to them
dire@®ed as aforefaidy hall coaflitute a coyrt for the
trial of all fuch offenecs, and (hall bave all aad fingula:
the powers and autheritics neceflary for the trial of the
offences aforefaid, committed within any diltridt of
this ate, and fhall hare pawer and authority 1o give
judgment and award cxecutipn thereon; any law; v,

ingr of the Judges heiehv eppointed, fhall alfo bie L!e‘u
Clerk of the court liereby to be conflituted fur the 1
1 of offendere: and fur the fuithiul performauce of
Lis dutics in ofice, hall give Liond with lufBicicar fecu.-
rity t the Guvernor for l".t: time buing, ia the fum t:‘l
two t[wufmﬂj .‘muud:,; which !:v..':lJ‘ fha!l be ludgcd i
he Secicrary’s office ; end Defore entering o thie du-
Lizs of his c.Fﬁ.;c, fhall tuke the fatic vaik as preferibed
by law far the Clerks of tht fuperior cowrts of law ;

the faid leperior courts are entitled to in hmilar cafes.

X. And be it furthee evacted, That thirty days
nevious io the time fixed ol thie mecting of any court
to be called under this «&t, the Governer fhall iffue a
comm:ffion to three Julticed uf cach of the countics of
Wake, TFranklin, Johodon, Chatham, Orange and
Cumberland, direfting then io nominate and caufe to
be fummoned by the Shenfs of t!.:ir’ {everal t.'-.)uuti'cs,
eight freeholders of cacki of thairtfaid counties ; and
the perfons fo nominated snd Tummoned within five
dave before the mecting of faid ceurt, fhail be bound
1o attend the faime, under the fame 1uoles and rtegula-
tions o3 jurers attending the fupertor courts ; and fhall
receive for each andevery day’s attendance, the fum of

every thinty milds trey fhall travel to and from the
Come s end it fsll be dhie duty of the Sheiff of Wake |
to attend {aid court and execute the orders, judgments |
e fentences thereof ; und'of the Sheriffs of the coun-
iein mentioned, to {ummon and make return of
the jurcrs nominated agreeable 1o this 2&, under theé
fame rules and penzlties preferibed by law for Like fer-
vices at and to the fupevior couits.

\ (. And be it further enaéted, That it fhall be the
Juty of the Astorrey and Solicitor Geoerals, and cach
of them, tnmediately etier the pafling of this uét, to
couly for aud obtain from any Jultice of the Peace
iien this #lute, warrants to apprebend every fuch

“ 5 }‘-'.

perfon as they fall fulpeét 1o have been concerned in
the commiflion of any of the frands or offerces lierein
" mentiuned ; which warsant or warrants (hall be dire&-

| ed to. ol the Sherif's of the flate, who are hereby fe.
vexally authorized to exccute the fame. Aod if any
perfon apprehended under fochk warrant, fhall fail or
refule to cater imo recognizance for his appearance at
any court to be called under this a&t, he {h_all nut'i may
be committed to the gaol of the county.in which he
fhall be apprehended, if the fame be fafe, if net to the
gaol ef the dittyi&t in which fuch ceynty mzy be, .p‘nnl
‘twenty days beforc the fitting of the court, when he
(hall be ordered and conveyed to the gaal of the county

of Wake. ...

 diced all the bifinels of

:!;c Ay .gt,'\vhofé duty it &'a]l be to.culle® and acrange
e teltimony agaio, and nend the profeeyfion of
fuch perfang nl_%‘.all be o ..ﬂl:‘“%.};%‘ !:‘l::

who tall Ggn and #flé: fubigenin Jor witndlics, and
fhall and may take o0t ; ;l[iiiﬁﬁrﬁntiuf-

pelted of any of the offences berei

X111, <ud he if fgrrhet éna@ed
diny oF 1};&%&{ Geney and Sdfi
finet: f’.‘l_’azl bcd&oﬁé determiged. : C"
and Solicitor-General, and the public A ment ber: :
be.appolated, nfpldatly 'ﬂii'll’ mef!&% hrc.by_ -
any court &alled uode? thigad, the funr of forty
cach ; a“‘] r!Ec p\zbli}: Agent fluall foi his ferviecs pre..
vigus to the Krting of faid court, an accontit-of which
ﬂul! be kept by h?m, reéeive fu'ciln nfalion a
be dllawed by the [uceceding General Affembly.

XIV. And be it forther enaéted; That one Judge
thall be Meld and deemed competent to fuperintend and

foud' eourt, encept pulliug fin

fentence on fuch peévfon or pcrfoﬂ'i.‘al ﬂlgrﬁe coliv'ig"::ll
before him to do which twe Judges fHall be held #nd
Geemed necetlary.  Andif vo Judge hall attend the
day fixed on for the fitting of the court, the Sheriff of
the county of Wake, or any ether Sheriff attending,
may adjourn the me from day to day for three dayi,
Aud the Judges thall fe arrange the ridings among them.-
felves, that one of the Judges of the fuperior courts
fhall attend any of the fuperior courts of law and equi-
ty.s and ooe Judge of rhe faid court fhall hereafter
have fu!l power and suthority to hold faid courts, and
determine all cafes both in Jaw aed equity dcpénding
ar hereafier to depeatd fu the fame, and te do every
thing thercin which the cufe may 1equire ; any law 1o
the certrary rotwithftanding. And the faid Judges
fhall pafs through the fuid ridings, on the fame princi-
ple of rotation s heretofore prefctibed by law.

)LT\'. }"‘.ud beit further ena@ed, That this 2& fhall
continue i furce from its commencement only for two
years, and from thience to the eud of the next fueceed-

n'uai I'i-‘
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An A3 £ raife a vevenze far the pagment of the civil
i} ard contingent claiges of government, for the

vear one iboufand eight Dundred.
I B]:. it cnated by the General Affembly of the
' ftate of North-Carolina, aud it is hereby ena&-
ed by the zuthority of the fame, That for the year one

‘thoufand cight Liondied, a tax of eight pence for eve-

1y hundred acres of land in this fate, and a tax of two
hillings on every hundred pounds valae of towa lots
with their improvements, and 2 tax of two fhillings on
every polly fhall e Jevied, colicéted, and accounted for
in the manuer-direéted by the feveral aéts of Affambly
for thofe cales made and provided. '

11. Aud be it turther cnated, That a tax on all
ftud-hotfes within this ftate, of the full fum which
the ownzr of fuch flud horfe Gall afk and receive for
the fealon, of une mare to fuch ftud-borfe, fhall be le-
vied, colle@ted, and 2ccounted for in the fame manner
that fuch taxes have been hetetofore levied, colle@ed,
and accounted for.

I1l. And be i further enafted, That no finking
fund tax be colle@ed for the year one thoufand cight
Liundred. '

A7 AE to afcertain the amount of the cértificate debt of
- this flate.
HEREAS it is :Scdfary to afcertain the a-
mount of the cértificate debt of this ftate, to
the cud that provifion niay Le made for difcharging tlie
fawe . :

I. BE it therefore ena®ed by the General Aflem-
bly of the ltate of North-Carolina, and it i€ bereby e-
pacted by the setharity of the fame, That all perfons
heldiag certificates fihe debt of this flate, fhall on or
before thg lirl day of December, oune thoufand eigbt
hundred, prefent the farie &t the effice of the Tiealur-
er; whofle Cuty it thall be to 1egifter the number, date
and amount 'thercof, togethier with the namg of che
perfons to whom the f2me fhall be made payable, ina
book to be by, him provided for that purpole ; and the
Treafurer thall note on the faid certificate that the
fame has Leen prefented and regiftered as by this a&
required. o

IT+ Ans be it further ena&ed, That all certificates
of the debt of this Rate, not prefepted to the Treafur-
or for the purpofe of regiltration as afcrefaid, within
the time limited by this a&, fhall foreve: thereafter be
baired, and (all not be rcceived in any payment to the
ftate,. nor in any office thereeof.

111. And be it further cnacted, That it fhall be the
duty of the Treafurer to give public notice of the re-

} his 28 in the ftme cite, and at leaft

— i

three other-newfpaperswithin thisTate,-
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