CONGRESS.
Housa of Rspressnsavivis, February 28,
_ _ REPORT
Of the Comn:ittee of Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Eflimates for the Public Service during
the prefent year, having taken them into confideradion,
and obtained from the drfferent Departments fuch fur«

ther information as they deemed neceffary, beg leave

., o fubmit to the confideration of the Houfe, the fol-
lowing Report on that fubjel.
THI Comnmittee thought it proper, before they

terel of the debt to be inctirred : and of making pro-
vifion, allo, for the gradual-and timely extinguifhment
of the principal: a policy which, in their opinion,
ought te be invariably adhered to, as the only means
of avoiding that conftant accumulation of debt, which
is the great evil of thee funding [yltem.
tce have turned their attention to this interefting part
of the fubjeét; and have little doubt of being able to
propofe fuch meafures to the Houfe, as without ma
terially encreafing the public burdens will add to the
prefent revenues a fum adequate to the accomplithment
of fo defirable an obje®. But as they are not yet pof-

The commits, "

-

The priscipal debt of the United States, has Ihcrc;
fore increafed, fince the eftablithment of the prefen
government, the fum of one million five hundted and
fixteen thoufand three hundred and thirty eight dol-

lars and fifty cents.
1 have the bonor to be, with the greateft
Relpe&, fir, your obedient fervant,
“ OLIVER WOLCOTT.
To the Hon. Robert Goodlac Harper, Efg.,;bair-}
main of the committee of ways and means.
(No. 3, is an cltimate of the expenditure and re-
venue of the United States, during the year 1800 ;
the former is eftimated at dels. = ot
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entered into the fubjc@ referred to them, to obtain | @ o : : . .
A0 . /% ¢ , effed of all the information  aecellary for maturing .
Hn??elv}:m?:?(lluz lg‘:lﬂ?:::cg;, :h:l;f::}::ftc;lclg?tcazf their plan, #<y wlerve 1t for the Tubje®t of a further | wi.r ¥ s 3 SO TS8G8.034 2L - &
. ane : . | report. elatterat  10,31,2883 25 . o
:;:d::’fht: cst::'c:i;a":? thforl':'t;sru?urplohr: ::T:rw";i. In the mean time they beg leave to prefent, for the | Leaving the ba-
which a co-py [No. 1i] togethir 'withj;:is anfwer ["No confideration of the Houfe, the following rcfolution, lance to be
S : . s | vz, provided for
1;:1.2::}?;:!:: _clt:mau: rcqg:ficd [No. I1I.] is fubjoin Refoled, That it isexpedient to authorize the Pre. about 5,001,775 60 |
Pions thisP:;li-n.\.atc o a'-. ' T ahe whol I"u'lﬁ { fident of the United States to borrow for the fervice T e ———— T1§.393,035 1T
seauisad ot vhe miblic &rv[?pea;s s i £ f f G of the prefent year, a fum not exceeding thrce milil- dated Trcafury‘ Department, Jan. z2d, 18cc, and
incqludin Eo intl:rcft and rtcif‘;b'l-l:;:gm;c ‘:.':h:" u};)lic ons five hundied thoufané dollars, upon luch terms'and | fizned OLIVER WULCO'FT, Secretary of the
debt of gwcry delcription, the éiv?l lil’:n am? andpmv corditions ahe (hall J:f,g‘ mof} advantyeona for the | Thealury.) -
et Lo Y _;_ ,‘mml'r, 6 ' B m'llizl; United States :  Provided, tha gantiict or E_wa_gf-" Ros SRR oot (%- &) . .
three hundred and nimety-three thoulan o t:m'ty | mone snailin- cAETER TG, wiiigh (L[ precludedis o Gommittee Koom, - Jasuary 33, Y800.
four dollars and eleven cents. Eut this fum includes United States from reimbuifing any {um or foms bor |~ A® the hill, Sir, for fufpending inliftmente, thoold
Fe whiole sty efimate wl.lich i foanded ou-the towed at any tim{aftcr the expiration of fiftcen years | it pafs, will make a material variation in the army ex- ;
fo poﬁ‘tion thatythe twelve regiments of infantiy and from' the date of fuch lozn. penditures during the prefent year; and as the efti- !
{ixptronps of horfe, compofing the additional army, (No. 1.) _ mates now before the committee of ways and means,
would i immcdiatc:l completed. Thea@, however - Latter tothe Secrciary of the Treafury. are prcdlcatrd on the (:.'!Iﬂlllg law, without any refer- .
for fufpending furlh!crr inliﬁmcn;s. having ‘Paﬂ‘cd ont: Comuitice Room, Jan. 6, 1800, enee s that r!’!rafurc; it will be i'rnpartam for the eom-
branch of the Legiflature, the Committce thodght it Six, ‘ ; . mittee tohe informed “as {peedily as poflible, of the
roner to afcertain, as nearly as poffible, what reduc- In compliance with a refolation of the committee of Probablg amount of thofe expenditures, in cafe the bill
]tinfs' e cnf; of that army wou'ld vefult from | "2Y8 and means, | have the honor to 1equeflt frem you, | 10 queftion (hould be agreed to. - I bave therefore the
this bill ﬂmulg it pa’s into a law. For this purpofe for their wle, the following iuformation, as fpecdily § bonor of requelting that yoh will be fo good as to fur-
o . Pl = as may .accord with yodr convenience. - .nifh me as {>on as circumftances may permit, with an
they wrote a letter to the Secretary of War, a copy of cftimate of the nature alluded to, for the ufe of the “~

which (No. IV.) with his an{wer, No. 5, and an cfti-

mate of the redu&ion’in queftion, No. 6, they have

annexed to this report.  From this paper it appears,
that the redu&lion may be calculated at about o%e mil-
lion of dollars :—W hich, as the bill has now pailed in-
to alaw, muflt be deduéted from the former cftimate
of fifteen millions three hundred and nivety-three thou-
fand and thirty-four dollars erd eleven c¢nts; and will
leave a balance of fourteen millioas three hundred and
ninety-three thoufand and thirty-four dollars and cle-
ven cents, for the expences of the year.

From this balance, however, the Committee are of
opinion, that a further deduflion of fix bundred thou-
fand dollars ought to be made. This fum is added to
the navy eltimate, as a further appropriatior, during
the prefent year, for the building of the fix feventy
foars. But the Commitfee entertaining doubts whe-
ther-it would be for the hencfit ot the public ta prefs
the building of thofe fhips, fo faft, as to require this
further appropriation, fince they mult, in that cale,
be built of timber far from (ufiiciently (ealoned ; wrote
to the Secretary of the Navy requelting his opinion on
«his peint. A .copy of (heir letter {No. 7) together
with his anfwer (No. &) is hereunto {ubjoined.  This
anfwer, to which the committee beg leave to dire& the
atteniion of the Houfe, furnithes, in their opinion, ve-
ry fufficient reafons for avoiding that degree of expedi
tion in building the feventy fours, which would require
the further appropiiation of fix hurdred thoufand dol-
lars: - And they therefore think it proper to deduct
tiat fom alfo from the general eftimates of expenditures
fur the year, which will reduce that expenditure to the
fum of thirteen millions, feven hundied and ninety-
thoee thosfand and thirty-four dollars and cleven
cents,

The wiiole cflimated amount of revenue to meet this

1ft. An eftimate of the expence and revenue of the
current year, according to exifting laws,

2d. A ftatement of the receipt and expenditures for
the laft quarter of the lalt year, as far as they can at
preflent be afcertained from the accounts made up at the
treafury.

Statee and the Bank, as it now tands, more efpecially
with re{pet to the reimburfement of former loans.
With very great refpc&, I'have the
‘hunour to be, Siry, yourobedient fervant,
ROBERT G. HARPER.
The Hon. the Seerctary of the Treojury,

(No. 3.)
Lelicr from the Secvetary of the Treafury.
‘I'realury Department, Jan. 22, 1802,
Sir,
I have the honor to tranfmit herewith three Rtate-
ments, w_high have been plcparcd 10 cumpliancc with
the requeft of the commitice of ways and means—

the year 1800, according to cyilting laws,

2d. A ftatement of the receipts and expenditure of
the United States, from the 11t of Oftober to the 31ft
December-1799.

gd. A ftutement ofthe loans made by the Bank of
the United States, exbibiting the fums remaining un-
paid.

Varioes enquirics having lately been ‘mace. refpe@-
ing the public debr, T have judged it expedient to tate
the capitals of the different flocks, at the clofe of the
laft yezor.

The following debts have been incurred and remain
unpaid, in confequence of expenditures authorifed by

3d. A [ltatement of the accennt betwe=n the United

tft. An cltimate af the revenune and expanditures of ¢

Congrefs, under the prefent conftitution of the United -

committee, and allo with an abftraét of the ftatements
and returns whereon it may be founded
With {entiments of very high refpe&, T have the
honour to be, Sir, your moft obedient very
humble fervant,
(Signed) ROBERT G. HARPER.
The Hon. the Secretary at War. '

(No. 5.)
’ War Department, 30th Fan. 1800,
Sk, :

I have the honor to enclofe the copy of a letter from
me to Major General Hamilton, the objett of which
i, to provide, as far as pra@ticable, againft a wafte of
public monies, in either of the events of fufpenfion of
enlitments, being dire&ed by law, or of the {peedy

[lettlement of our differences wiih the Fiench Republic.

I énclofe allo agreeably toyour requeft, an eftimate °

intended to exhibit, as far as pra&icable, the proba-
ble amount of the military appropriations that will be

prequired for sk pralent year, in oalc 1HC DI for Muf=

pending euliftments, now before the Scnate fhould pafs
into a law.

It muft be {uppofed that [everal impreflive circum-
{tances require to be weighed with due confideration,
when deciding upon am apprepriation, with either of
the events mentioned in profpeét. -

1t. The time which mufl be confumed in tranfmit«
ting orders to the officers at the different rendezvous,
to difmifs the recruits or fa/pend further enlitments.
There are in New Hampfhire 4 recruiting rendezvous,
in Vermont 3, Rhode Ifland 3. Maflachufetts 20, Con.
ncﬁicut_ 10, New-Yoik 10, New Jerfey 6, Pennfyl-
vanmia 13, Deleware 1, Maryland 10, Virginia zo,
North Carolina g, South-Carolina 6, Georgia 2, Ken-

- -J-Mm-m‘t" >

expenditure, is nine millions, three huadred and one States. : i tucky 2, and Tenneflee 1. i
thoufand, two hundred and fifty-eight dollars and ff- The balance due to the Bank of the Urited States, 2. The time it will require for each officer and fol- {
ty ooe c~uls, as detailed in the Ratement (No. 3) tur- being Dollars. dicr to return home, and’for which they are by law to {
nithed by the Secretary of the Treafury, and above ! 3,640,000 | be allowed pay and rations or an equivalent in money. .
alluded to, which [um being deduded from the fum | From which deduét the colt 2220 fharcs, 3. Thetime it will take to pay off the officers and
of thirteea millions, feven hundred and ninety three which are held by the United States, 888,000 | men.
thoufand aud thirty four dollars and eleven cents, which ——— 4th. The expence which will attend removing to
has been ftated as the amount of the expenditure, leaves ; 2,752,000 | the public depots, the feveral articles of cloathing,
a balance of four millions, four hundred and feventy | The amount of 6 per cent. fock, iffued pur- tents, and camp equipage, which dre widely fcattered
five dollars and fixty enc centa, : “fnant to an aé of Congrefs paffed on the over a great extent of country,
" The aovernment however, poflefs [unds to cover this 311t May, 1796 ; the’proceeds of which sth. The expences to contra&ors on breaking up of
balance in part. From the above mentioned Rate. were applied tewards the payment of a the army for tranfporting provifions from places where

loan obtained of the bank of New=York. 80,000 [they have been ordered, to other places where tehy can

~—ment ( No. 3) it appears that on the thirty firit of De-
cember, one thouland feven hundred and ninety nine,
there remained in the treafury an unexpended balance
of the latt year’s fupplies, amounting to two million,
one hundred and fifty nine thoufand, three hundred

The & per cent. ftock iffued in 1799, purfu-
ant to an a& paffed on the 16th July, ’98. 5,000,000

The 6 per cent navy ftack, iffued in 1799,

purfuant to an act paﬂctl on the 3oth June,

be confumed eonformably to the uniform provifion of

contracks.

The difbanding of an army, fettlements with the in-
dividuals who compofed it, and due attention to col-
le®, and depofit fafely the various, articles of public

and [eventy feven dollars and ten ceats. A conflidera: 1798, ) : 100,200 ' t faf !
ble part of this fum has fince been paid, or will be re- | Therc will be iffued of 6 per cent. navy property it had in ufe, will always occafion conlider-
quired for the difcharg= of contra@s remaining due for foek, in payment, for thips now preparing able extra e:frenccs refpe&ting which it is impoffible to
the fervice of laft year. Tt is not eafy to alcertain with for fervice, which may be deemed a debt furnifh precile alnd fatisfaltory items. '

~ precifion, what-portion of this balance will remain, af- already incurred, though not liquidated I am, Sir with great refpett,
ter fatisfying all demands of this defcription, tu be ap- abeut 820,000 Your obedient fervant,

lied to the fervice of the prefent year : but the Secre- — JAMES M‘HENRY.

tary of the Treafury, in his abave mentioned flatement | Amounting in the whole to, 8,761,200 | Robert Geodlee Harper, Efg Chairman of

(No. 3) eftimates it at ‘'one million of dollars: an efti-
mate which the committee have no reafon for conlider-
ing a3 too high. They therefore place this fum to the
credit of the government, which reduces the balance
to be provided by loan, to three milliuns, four hun.
dred and ninety ong thoufand feven hundred and feven-

debts above enumerated.
| The Tums of ftock purchafed and redeemed,

the intereft whereon is vefted in the truf=
tees of the finking fund, 4,704,219 6o
The fumsreimburfed on the 1# of Jan. 1800

The following fums may be properly oppofed to the |

the Committee of Ways and means.
[The cltimate accommpanying this letter amounts
to 3,005,076 dolldrs 85 cents ] ' .
(No. 7)) s
Committee Room Fanuary 3d, 1800,
THE Committee of Ways wid Means, fir, having

turned their attention to the amount of the (upply
which will be required, for the various branches of th~ .
Public Service during the prefent year, find in the ef-
timates which have been'laid before them, an item o«
600,000 dollars fgr the fix feventy four gun fhips or.

of the principal of the 6 per cent. flock,
purfuant to the aét of March 3d, 1795,
computed at 2,540,641 9O

ty five dollars, and fixty one cents—I{ay three millions
five hundred thoufand dollars.

In propofing a loan to the Houfe, the Commirtee
wifh to call its attention to the propriety of providing,
at thic fame time, permancnt revenues equal to the in.

Amounting to 7,244,861 50
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