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ADDRESS.
To the EleBors and the Eledors of the EleBors of Prfi
dent and Vice Prefident of the United States:
Ferrow Citizeys,

TO remove at once all doubt and eftablithed confi-
dence between us, I think it proper to ftate that | was
born in America, and that py terefathers bave been
boro in this country for more than one hundred and
fifty year,. Iadd to this, that 1 have been no indif-
ferent cbfcrver of pmblic affairs for nigh twenty years,
and from he refult of all I have feen, 1am 2 hearty
friend to the prefent government of my couidry. Un-
der thele circumitances, I take the freedom to lay be-
fore youa few, as I think timely obfervations upon
the moft important of all ele@ions, and if the candor
and uprightnefs which I feel do not fenfibly appear in
the whle courfe of them, Ithall be more unfortvnate
than [ anticipate.

It is a humiliating thanght, and if the relt of the
world had not at prefent abundant caufe to be athamed
of it(clf, it would be in the cyes of foreign nations a
difgraceful fa&, that on every ele@ion of any import-
ance among us, we have a ftrugglc which does not at
all depend upon the merits of the candidates, but up-
on their fuppofed principles ; and asif fomething were
neceflury to fet off and finifh this public fpe&acle to
the higheft advantage ; the Loue of coutention is our
exiftence as a nation, which. ong party is willing to

referve, and the othie: 7 «ms to think belt to deltroy.
Thie, though we cannct { e it, is the figure we make
to difintcrelted foreigners 3 and the mifchicf is, that by
length of time, and by takiag various names and formns
i1 obedicnce to all the cravings of individual vanity and
the mzanett qualit es ot wu- hearts, the truc nature of a
contelt which would have fh cked s, hud ic been a-
brupt aud definite at full, las wot only pervaded our
whole fyflem, even to the minutell ramification, but
by this diffufion it has Lecome fo incorporate and im-
perceptible aa even to be denicd. It is nothing ftrange
for men to flide into lituations of which they are uncon-
fcious, and which they thiemiclves detelt and delpile ;

infiduous nature of this proueufity makey at

“HG PR WeqUe T OUCE INAN It receises, 3

there is nothing more important to us than that we
'thould be ofteu apprized of what we are leal} lixely to
erceive, 1 fay then, that a difpute in this ccuntry
which 2t different times has taken all the curreor and
cven fome amiable forms, Las finally degencrated with.
out our h(‘ing mnﬂanli) avarc of ihe g.rm';t:ai jerver [lon,
toa q varrel about our uational (xidtenee, 1t e to be
hoped  that the is honefty encuzh leit to m.ke us

- e
their writers have fo fir overcomé that fear which
made them tremblé even at the imputation, as to be
gin to acknowledge the truth of it, and even avow and
prefent for contemplation the deftru&@ion of the cor (e
tutiony and return of the old confederation,  The ame
liberality which permits to fay that all religion is falle,
certainly would make no fcruple of a mere civil ordi-
nance ; and as there is no faciilege where there is no-
thing facred, neither, I fuppofe, ought there to be a-
ny hanging for rebellion.  They do not therefore reply
within thefe four years, but they admit—in four years,

to be ftromg ground, that they were aiming at the
confticution, and be reduced “by their cffrontery to a
mere denial of the expediency of deftroying it.  And
if they can familiarize this queftion to the public eye
and ear, the bufinefs, like that of religion, is half
done ; for what we have once prollituted we no longer
relpett. , ‘
There is in what is calied the new philufophy a malt
mean, unworthy and ignorant procedure. It admis
man to be impérfc&. aud ﬂia_;gl*whic.h he can dois
imperfe@ ; yet it affeéts to feotX the bett ke can do,
and advocate fome hidden good. Tt admirs our na-
ture, and ‘#dicules us for not being above it. 1t con-
feiles the want of help and means, and rejeéts all that
is offered or can be devifed, Thele philofophers in
tirags which they pietend to defpifey would have de-
{cived, and would have been treare ) with contempr,
Mr. Jefferfon, in his lctter to Muzzci, which can-
not be too much read and meditated on, fully declares
in 1796 that * WE SHALL BREAK THESE
LILLTIPUTIAN TIES” merning heyond all con
trover(y, and s I {aid before, withcut denial, THE
CONSTITUTION or rue UNITED STATES.
Now this nobo.y pretends te deny—1Ts there not fome
other name by which Mr. Jeffirfon ought to be known,
befides patriot and philofupher ? T there -not fome o
ther deltiny more proper for him than to be Prefident of
the States ? May he not very well depriciate the © Bri-
tifb form of Gevernmerit ? Surely this is the time when
we [ee the abomination of -defolation fanding woher: it ought
not, whether you take it for feriptare or wit, A e well
unglic a wolf have Chan e w7 2 Taal. ai M Yeffe (on

have any fhare in" the government after fuch a declara-
tion. . Certainly iullead of it, he onght to be bound
to keep the peace,

But for the lake of a clearer corceptfon of the thing,
let us 1Upp0ft him Prcfident with fuch prin‘:ip;cs, and
with followers in abusdance toprovide for.  Geovernor
M'Kean might be brought as a cafle in poiat, who dif-
piaced all the old officers 2« we are informed, theugh

fhudder at this alarming tedu@ion, and tread back the

. mazy path to fome 1ight pofition with fuitable humiliny.

It isa pity that there is fuch a cloud over what is
called the public mind, at tithes 3 at leall, one canuat
but feel forry for it, tho.oh it is the will of heaven—
hut. | belicve a man muit be made of extriordinary ma
reriale who, at this prefent time, cannot be imprefled
with fome belief of what I fiy.  There is, however,
another diﬂ;:accful truth which I mult lay down be.
fore I advert to evidence, which is that human nature
is a great [eIf deceiver in the concern which it -takes a
bout public affairs ; and the cendn*t of hoth Gdes is
mere owing to a torpid indifference than to any attive
intclligent choice. It is bv mcans of this indilence
and fuperticial 2ttention-that-we refign ourflves to the
direRion of chance or delign, and having ollerved that
things g ®ght cicugh a lide while trouble ourfelves
no mote about them.  if it were poflible to ronfe the
fluggard faculties of this [o1t of people to the degree of
retrofp &ion and comperifon, Rill thereis more to be
dore ; for it is to be feared, that after all, our patri-
otifm is but a remote interelt, and that, wiih the ex-
ceprion of few, mankind facrifice te a'molt any of their’
bafer p:ffions more frequently and with a better will
than to this. But while that few continve virtuovs and
a&ive, it i3 to be hoped that the true faith will be pre-
fcrved as well in politics as other things.

If four years ago it was (wfpe€led that Mr. Jefferfon
was iu full concert with the French revolutionifts, that
he was at the head of the malcontents of the United
States; that their principle was averfion to the confti.
tution, that they had fet cut to overturn it, and that
they bad made. fome progrefls in the poblic mind for
this purpole ; 1 fay, If this was then (ulpedied, it s
gow certain.  Four years filence under fuch accufati-
ons would be enough to imply the diliculty of refut.
jng them.. Surely that perty have been often enough
challenged to the-honorable cpen ficld. They do not

sofels to want men of abilifics, at lealt foreigners:
and yet they have not, and I dunot fay it at a venture,
replieg at dll to the charges againlt them, which are
quite intelligible and pretty black Perhaps 1t 15 not .

- gocurate to-fay o for-inthe couslc of thele four yearsst

-

appointed by Governor Mifflin who was fuppoled to be
, no Letter affe@ed to the general government than him-
felf, and pot i1 his own followers. Ivis remarkable

or r_a:.hu none ai ull to (he guillotine.  Thefe ere nop
fictitious dangers.  They aic but plain ealy, and pa

tural qonfrquc-ncrs of ove vreng lirp which, God b;
praifed, wehave witver 12k n ’ ' _
. I\\:’il_h__ ali this zpaicit Mo ] farfon, what is there
in Ius f:l\wm ?--- | heve huas boen nu:hing fﬂld u-hich
smounts-to-thedeatt-ne ofii y ot having Lim for Prefi-
dent.  N.ither hic abilies his integrity, nor his -pat-
riotifm are partcu'sr’y needed  If he is introduced it
muft be becaule of fome very (flcotial variance of gua-
Lfications between lim Mr. Adams ; and if these he

more they will not only admit, but they will cunww&:—--aTﬂuh._ixip;nL:*ﬁ‘bb‘Lfﬂh A e Py
and {o by degrees we fhall be cheated of what we ook | Jefferfon ? Throwing atide all that is commounly faid of )

the latter relative to religion, has he any pretence to
excl:r:-l or_even to vie with Mr Adams in the great re-
quifites of the prefidincy ! What exhibitions have we
had? There fhould be fuggefted fome need which we
have of this nan.  Avre we wretched or profr)rrc,us._:
that Mr. J:fferfon might be the means of ;:uning us
out ul: cut prefent condition, is eafily und=rtood; but
what 15 ous prefent condition 2 This fhall now be con-
lidered. ‘

1 [_might hr enouph to fay that our government has
been lti.lidn’tllllﬂ(lt‘d in a8 flormya feafon of worldly
contention as ever cxilled, s to acquiie and preferve
our own pood «piton, and that of all natious.  Bue
this the ugh true, 18 {0 ceneral a declaration, that per-
haps it will not ftrike every onc witis tull convition, It
mey be neelful to fome that lcir fooulties hould be
compelled afrefh to notice the gredt advances which we
liave male towards a nation=! yroveriiment, which are
at the fame time the voiy tinnge which ilie eceniier of
“ hiliputidn ties.”” pretmmivy on the pr jndices of the
peop e have arthu'ly conn . «pproaches to mon-
archy, affecting te view (b corlitution as no lefs fur-
monniav'c by us prelent fiwnds rhan by themfelves,
t_hat _is cltimating 1t at all o1 a ¢ hligutian ties,”. In:
the it pluce I take it we thail not die wiliing to put
ourfelves on this equal ground <f fuppofing the con-
thitaticn to be no buavier, but that we inctend to main.
tain iz with ic j sloufly and care, and therefore 1 fhall
wait to have it thown whaeis the government have de-
parted from it, takivg it tor granted that if all that we
enjay 14 confittent widh ity there iy no monarchy here

buc what 18 the confiitution, and that if there is any
wcrey 1T 18 YOy smusvte v uue ar VAR RE GE euuas .

This bemng faid let us recur to the fLwuation of this
country befure the couttitution exifted, when we were
in an almoft hopelels faie of adverlity and danger,
The principal part of thofe whom will decide this elec-
tion veed only be referied to this ; though God only
Laows how thole will be convinced who are to judze in
feture cafes, unlels by wifdom hardly to be expedted,
or mifery that is much more certain. The conftituti-
on has combined the inerelts and fate of all the ftates,
delivered them frum individoal apprehenfions, and pro-

e 2y

that thefe principles, when in power are very vipleat

thin a lying prophet before.

ties, thole who at prefent gusrd them at the different
avenues by which they may be aflailable will he dif-
mifed, anl efpecially when this will be followed by
the ‘double advantage of fupplying their places wirh
ncedy difciples and fellow labourersin the fawe pio os
d fign. What focking confequences would fullow
fromhaving the whole government adminiftered by

e

farchy in one moment. The cafe could not exift with-
' out a horrible civil war.— Confidence would be at an
itnd, and the pureft integri'y would be ferocioufly in-
fulted.
condition of France might be enviable to us. Are
thefe dreams ?— Refleét properly oa caufe and effect,
and yon will not be of that cpiion, _ _
Aud how would ftand our foreign relations 2 Recur
to the Mazzei letter—At prefent we are on very yrood
terms witli Great Britain aud the confederates, and we
are likely to be on the fame with France. Our ener:
gy and loyalty have made us refpeable enovgh'io be
on a footing with other nations.”  But fhould we for-
feit thefe their efcé would alfo ceafe. Tt is terrible
to think of the confequences of recalling miniltery in
weak and turbulent times, and of foreign applications
.o the goyernment of a ditra@ted. people.—Suppole in-
{arre@ion or invafion when fends are ruined, credit
gone, and union irretricyeable. Not merely the con-
federation would be reftored, but even that weuld not
hold togéther a moment ; we fhould relaple further to
the goveroments of fingle flates, and poflibly even this
lat anchor would not bring us up.. If thele two fhould
give way, we fhould revert to jacobin focicties and
committees of corrcfpondence, aud from thefe ‘with

and ahulive, as will thcy may be, iulcn-.lmg not to | vigurous and tafy conditions.
fupport but to deftroy, though they are mere decertful | ind ourlelves capable of any undertaking which the
We may fuppofe then ‘ gcnrral prufptrny may require. . We govern ourfelves,

. oo . | r - .
that in purfuance of the plan te break the Lilipntian [ and cauin lome meature govern external circumitances

duced out of the chaos of wretchidnefs, a healthy,
Alling under it we

by mears of the prefent firmnefs of our conne@ion and
our unity of a&tion.  All our public and private con-
cerns are ina (late of fufcty, and thicre in no diftrult or
dificulty of any kind whichis vot infeparsble from the
common lot of humanity. "L'he fingle fates may purs
fue their natural withes and their tatere s without ob-
} ftra@®ion and-withmone to mrke them=afraid, E'\"EI"Y

t men who were bent upnﬁ dellroying the confiturion | individual has the wideit rabype of freedom, and cons
| out of which it grows! We fhould be in a Rate of an | lleutly enjoys complete {e uricy of pronerty and plea-

fures, ‘I'he particular acts ot gpovirument which have
preduced the {everal aters which altog ther compole
this fingular fate of feleci y, i is net for fuch an eflay

All ties would be diffolved and even the late | as this to enumerate ; it 15 enuush forthe prefent puor-

| pofe that nobody can deny i, Wepeflefs, we erjoy,
| and we can do cvery thing whioh afiee wpublic ever
did or ever witl,  What e ov. (on be demarded 2

! Funher, Me Jeffodon i bic b tterto M zzed [peaks
Uof *¢the republican goveriment wlich carried us through the
| dangers of the war.” L the provcit cale, we have ala
{0 a republican government"which has corried vs thro?
| dangers of a much mure thieatering kind, ard fuch as
| the former one could never huve relited,  The fliphteft
recolle@ion mult conviuce ws that had the co,r.fc&ra!i-
on remained, we fhould long be ore this time have been
torn to picces by the late European convulfions. It
muflt be lefs to every one ‘to imagine the mileri¢s
which we have efcaped by virtue of the  Aliputian tie,”
and which very faiily are 1o be taken into the fum to-
tal of our prefent happy conditien. e

Let us now advert to the advantages of perfeverance
in one political fyflem. If Mr. Jefferfon is.cle@ed,
we mult expeét he will labourat fome radical of prefent
principles aud mcafureg without delay, as an introduc<
tion of his more ¢ffeétual reform.  It'may be fuch as

= ML

(e example of France there iabut a very fhoit fteps |

. [For remainder fec lof Page.]




