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fm&'ﬁmﬁ intrefting account of the efcape
of this officer is extra@téd from a lare publication,
entjtled * Secrer Ancedotes of the 18th Fru&idor,
(Sep 4, "l797,)_ and New Menoins of the Perfons
acported to (uiana, Written by them{elves.” ]
 When [ was taken agfea” {aid the gallaot Com-
@odore, * ] was accompanikd by my fecretary and M.
de Tr y @ French gentleman who had  emigrated
from his epuntry, and who it had been agréed wal'td
pafs for my fepvant, in the hope of faving his life by
that difguife. Nor wese our expe@ations fruftiated ;
for John (as I calied bix) was lucky enough to cicape
all fulpicion, .

*“ On my arriva! in France, 1 was treated at firft
with unexampled rigour, and wiis told that I ought to
be tried under a military comm:ffion, and thotdsa (py.
The Government, however, gave orders for my re-
moval to Pavis, where 1 was {gnt to the Abbaye, and
togetler with my two companions in misfortune, was
kept a clofe prifoner. '

56 Mf_’lﬂ‘_{““c the piewens

" TRant olje@ on which we employed our minds. The
© = ‘wirdow of our prifoa was roward the itreet § and from
shis circunitance we derived a hope foouer orilater to
efictt our obje@. W already cgnirived to earry on a
tacit and regular corrcfpondenee; by means of figns,
with fome women, who caold {ee us from-their apart-
ments, and who icemed to take the mofl lively intereft
ic our fate JThey propol=d themfelves to affitt in facili-
tating my liberation ; an offer which U accepted with
great pleafure ; andit is my duty to ceofefs, that not-
withitanding ke enormous expences ocealioned by
shair fructlels attempts, they have not lels claim to
my gratitude.  Till the time of my departure,©in
which however they had no fhare, their whole employ-
ment was endeavouing to fave me ; and they had the
addrefs at all-times to deceive the vigilance of my
keepers.  On both fides we ufed borrowed names, nn-
der which we cnrrci'pundcd, theirs *Leing taken from
the ancieot mytholopy 3 fo that 1 had now divect com-
mupication with V'halia, Melpomene, and Chio.

¢ At length T was removed to the Taaple, where
wy three Mufes Lo oy 0t oF :
and every day offered me new feheaes for (Hedting my
cleape.—At firll I cagerly zecepted them atl, thengh
reflection foen diftroyed the Lopes to which the love
of liberty had given birth. 1 was alfo relolved not to
leave my Sceretary ia prifon, and fidl s poor John,
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ved raeand of wutoiliponce,

cipation,

¢ In the Temple, John was alléwed to enjoy a con-
fiderable degree of liberty. He was lightly drefled
Like an Eaghth jockey, and knew how to ailume the

v SRS
of rfcape Were the con-

r ' !
whole fafety was more dzar to me than my owa eman-

S<B“A Y, JuLy 15, 18c0.

would not perhaps haveicealcd to beian honeft man ;
for unti] then he had condo@ed himfelf ‘as fuch, - His
condirion moft now be traly gdeplorable for I do not
think him formed by nawure for the commillion of
crimes. _ :
¢ Every thing was how pre'pared for the execution
of obir prejeét.  The means propoled by Ch. L'Cr-
feau appeasgd pra&ticable, anfl we refolved to adopt
them, A hole twenty fect lopg was te, be made in a
cellar adjoining to the prifony and the apartmcnts of
which the celar belonged' were at eur difpofal, Ma.
domoifelle D ) reie@ing cvery prudéntial confider-
ation, geperoufly came there 10 refide for a week, and
being young the other lodgers attributed toher aloue
the ﬁrqucnt vifits of Ch. L’Qifeau. Thus every thing
feemed to favour our wifhes. © No one in the houle in
queftion bad any fulpicions ; and the amiable listle
child Madameoifclle D s had with her, and who

-

fecrer, that (hé always Beat afittle drum, and 1a:de a
noite, while the work was going on in the cellar.
** Meanwhile L'Oifcau had cantinued his labours 2
| coeGdupible time without acy appearance of day light,
and he was apprehenfive he h.d attempted the opening
conliderably too law. It was necelary thercfore, that
the wall fhouid be foundcdiugnd for this purpofe a ma-
fon yeas requited. Madame de Tr——recommended
one, and Ch. L’'Qifeau undertook te bring him, aad
to,detain him in" the cellar until we had elcaped, which
was 10 take “place that very day. 'T'he worthy mafon
perceived ‘the obje& was to (7ve fome of the vidims of
misfortune, and came without helitation. - He only
faid, ““ ITTam arreflted take carepf my poorchildren.”
¢ But what a misfortune now fraftrated all our
hopet ! Though the walt was founded with the great-
eft precautian, the lalt<flone feil ont, 3ad rolled into
the garden of ‘the Temple. - Lhe- fencinel phreeived
it; the alarm was given ; the guard arrived ; and all
was difcovered. - Fortunately, however, our friends
had time to'make their efcape, and none of them were
taken.
“ They had, indeed taker their meafures with the
greatedt care ;. and when the Commiflicrics of the Bu-
reau Central came to examine the cellir and apartmeant,
they found only a few pisies € furnitaie, trunks Alled
with lugs of woud and nuy, and thée nits with tri-co-
loured cockades provided for ovur flight, as thelt we
wore were black.
¢ This futt attempt, though extremely well cordu@-
ed, havfng failed, ¢ 1 wrote,”” continued Sir Siducy,
to Madame de I'r , both to confule her aud esur
young finiend, who was mifcrable at having founder
ed jult as e was goiug iuta port, We were o tar,
howcver, trom [ulfering ourlelves to be difcouraged,
that we [Ull continued to form new fchemes for our
deliverance, the keeper perceived ity apd T was fre-

i

manners that correfponded with that charatter,  Eve-
ry one was fond of John, who drquk and frateruiftd
with the turckeys, and made love to the keeper’s

ber ; aod asthe little Bnglith jockey was not fuppofed
to have reccived a very brilbant education, he had
learnt, by wmcaus of fudy, fufficicat to mutilate kis
native tongue. S

*¢ John appeared very attentive and cager in my fero
vice, and clways {poke to his malter 12 a very refpet-
- ful mauner. 1 fcolded him from time to time with
much gravity ; and he played his part {o well, that |
frequently furprifed .
ferioufly giving orders to the valer, At length Jobhu’s
wife, Madame de Tr , @ very intercfting lady, ar-

wrived at Paris aud made the molt pacommon excertions
to free us from our captivity,  She dared not come,
however, to the T'emple throngh fear of dilcovery;
bat from a neighbouring houfe fhe daily beheld her
hufband, who, as he walked to and fro, erjryed alike
in. fecret the pleafure of contemplating ilic friend of
his bofom. Madame de T'r ——, now communicated
a plan for delivering us from prifon to a fenfible and
courageous young man of her acquaintance, who im.
mediately acceded to it without hefitation.  This
Frenchman, who was Gineerely attached to his coun-
try, faid to Madame T'r , I will ferve Sidney
Smith with" pleafur:, becaufe 1 believe~the Esglith
government intend to reitore Louis IVLII, to the
ghrone but if the Commodore
Frdnce;”and not for the King of France, Hecaven fors
bid I thou'd affi ! hum **

.Cli - L’Oifean{for that was the name onr young
friend affumed ) wasconnetted with 1'ie Agents of the
Kinz, thenconfined to the Tempie, and fur whom
he was allo contriving theymeans of i efcape, Tt was
intended we fhould all get off together. M, La Vilheur?
nwis being condeémied only to a'years imprifonment,
was relolved not to quit his prefent fitvaticn ; but
Biothier and Duverne de Prefle were to follow our ex-

1
daughter, who was perfuaded that he would marry

myfelf forgettng the friend and |

is to. light againil |

quently {0 opgn as to acknowledre the fadt. * Com-
modore,” [aid he, ¢ your fiicads are defitous of libera-
' ting you, and they only ditchargze their duty, I am
alfo doing mine ia watcaing you Rill more nairowly,’
i Thoogh this keeper was a aian o! Juaparelleled {everi-
' ty, yet he never d€pacted from the rules of civitity, and

politenefs, - ~He treated all the prifoners with kindnefs,

and evea vilked himflf on his generolity,  Virious,
| propofals were made to him, but he 1cje@ed them all,
| watched ua the more clofily, and preferved the pro
{ foundeft filence;  One day when I dined with him, he
- perceived that I lixed my attention on.a window then
partly open, and which looked upon the ficet. [
faw his uneafinefs, and it .amulcd me ; howsaver, to

what vou are thinking of ; but fear not. It is now 3
o’clock, I will make a truce with you until midnight ;
and I give you my word of Lionor that until that time
even, were the doors open I would not elcape.
Whea that bour is pafled, my promifs i3 at end, and
we are enemics again,” ¢ Sir,” replied hie, ¢ your word
is 2 fafer bond than my bars and bolts 5 until midnight,
thetfore, Tam perfeétly ealy,”

“ When we rofe from the table, the keeper took
me afide, and [peaking with warmth, (aid, ¢ Commn-
dore, the Boulevard is not far, if you are inclined to
take the air here;” [ will cAndu& you.”” My altonifh-
ment was extreme ; nor could I conceive how this
man, who appeared (o fevere, and (o .unealy, fhould
thus fuddenly perfuade himfell to make me fuch a pro-

pofal.  I'accepted however, and'in the evening we
went outa  Froar thiat time forward, this confidence

always continued.  Whenever I was dclirons to enjoy
periedt hiberty, Ioffered hima [ulpenfion of darms un-
til a certain hour—"T'hig my generous enemy never re-
fuled ; but-when the armillice was at au end, his vigi-
lance was—unboundedi— Every poft-was cxamined ;
and if the government ordered that I fhould be kepe
clofe, the order was enforced with the greateft care.
[hus I was again fiee to contrive and prepare for my

amplé:  Had our fcheme fucceeded this Duverne

-
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was ouly 7 years old, was fo far from betraying our |

put an end to i, I faid to him laughing, ¢ [ know |

efcape, and he to ticat-me-with-the-stmoftrigor,——
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“ This man had a verygaccurate idez of the obliga
tiogs ofhonor. He ofteb faid to me, ¢ Werg you e:
ven under (entence of death, I would permii you to
®o upon ypur parole, .becaufe 1 fhould be certain of
your teturn.  Many very hone® prifoners, and’l my-
felt among the rell, woald not return io the like cafe ;
but an’ officer, and elpicially.an officcr of diftioétion,
holds his honor dearer ¢han his life. 1 know it 1o be
a fa@, Commodore, and thereforerl fhould be lefs un-
cafy ifhe defired the gates to be slways.open.” .

* My keeper waswight.  While 1 cujuyed my li-
berty, I cndeavored even to lvofe fighe of the idéa of
efcape ; and I fhould have been averle to employ for
thatobje€t, means that had occurred to my imapinaci-
on dering my hotirs of liberty,  One day [ reccived a
letter containing matter of great importange, which I
had the ftrongeft defire immediately to read ; but as
its contents related to my intended deliverance,'i aked
to return to my room and Lreak off the truces 1 he
keeper hawever, refuled faytng, with aTaugh, that he
wanted to take fome flacp.  Accordingly he lay down,
and I poltponed tlic perufal of my letter until the evens
10

1ot

¢ Meanwhile no opportunity of flight offered ; but,
on the contrary, the Directory ordercd me to be treat-
cd with rigour. © The keeper puntuaily obayed all
orders be veceived ; and he, who, the precediog evens
ing, had graited me the greatef liberty, now doubled
my guard, ig ordertoexercife a more perfes vigilance.

“-A mong the prifuners was a2 man condemned for
certain political offeuces to ten ygars confinement, and
whom all the other prifoners fufpe@izd of a&ing in the
deteltable capacity of @ ipy upon his companions,
Their fufpicions indeed appeared to have fome founda-
tion, and 1 flt the greatett anxicty on account of my
friend Yohn. 1 was, however, fortinate enough foon
after to obtain his liberty. - A exchinge of prifoners
bling about to take place, I applied to hive my fer-
vant included in the cartel ; and thuugh this requelt
might have eafily been refuled, fortunately o difficul-
ty arofe, and it was granted.

““ When the day of his departure arrived, my kind
and affeQionate fiiend could, frarcely be provailed ot
to leave me ; unti! at fenptl he yiclded to my moit
caracdl entrev Wesperied wi
wiiich to e were the tears of pledivic, Uccasuls my
foend.was leaving a fituation of the greateit danger.
Theamiable jockey wis regreited by every one ; our
turnkeys drank a good jouruey to him, nor could the
givl he courted, hiclp wezping for hisdeparime; whils
her mothe=r who thought 7uim a very guod youth, ho-
ped the hotld cue day call him fon in law.

* 1 was feon informed of his arrivalin Londia ; and
this circumttance rendéred my own car:ivi:}r lels
painful. I fhould have been happy to heye alfo ex.
changed my fecretary  but as he had no other dangers
to encounter than thofe whicly were common 1o us
both, he always regreited the idea, confideiing it as a
violatiun of that fricudfhip, of which he has given me
fo many praots,

““ Ou the 4t Seprember (28h Fruéidor) the ri-
gour of my confinement was [till further ircreafed,—
Ihic keeper whofe name was Lafie, was difplaced ; I
was again kept clofe prifoaer; and, together with my
liberty, lolt+ the hopes of a peace, which.1 had thot
approaching, and which this ¢vent melt contribute to
poftpone.

<At this time a propolal was _made to me for my
efcaps, which I adopted as_my lak refource.  The
plan was, ta have forged orders diawn up for wy re-
moval to another prifon, and thus carry meoff. A
Freach Gentleman, M. de Phelipeaux, a man of equal
intrepidity and generolity, offered to execcute this en-
terprize. The order then biing accurately imitated,
abd, by means of a bribe, the real tamp of the Mini-
fter’s ignature procured, nothing remained bat to find
men. lufficiently bold 10 put the rlin in execution.
Phelipeaux.and Ch. I.’Oilcau would liuve eagsrly un-
dertaken it; but both beiug known, and even nuto-
riousat the temple, it was ablolutely neceflary to em-
ploy othiers. Meflis. B——, and L——, therefore,
both men of tried courage, accepted this office with
| pleafure and alacrity. ;

“ With this order'then they came to the Temple ;
M. B—— in the drels of ar djutant, M. L as
an officer. The keeper having perulcd the order, and
attentively examined- the. minilter’s fignature, went
into another room, leaving my two deliverers for fome
time in.the cruelef unceitainty znd fufpence. At
length he rcturned, acconipanicd by the Regilter (and
Gieffier)  of the ‘prifon, and ordered me to be called.
When the Regifter informed me of the orders”of the
Dire&ory, I pretended to be very much concerned at
it ; but the Adjutant affured-me,. in the moft ferious
manner, € that the Governmeng were very far from
intending te aggravate my mis

fhould be very comlortable at the place whither he way
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