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State of the Nemociation betaween
France and America.
PARIS, 18 Thermidor, Augaft 6.

The conferences opened atParis with the eavovs of
the United States are at prefent fufpended ; and there
is little hope of their being fuccefsfully refumed for fome
time. It appears that the powers veited in the envoys
are too limitted to emable them te conclude a treaty
which (hall give the fame advantages to the Republic
as thofe grauted the Englith by the treaty made with
Mr. Jav. Trance chooles rather to decline treating
with the United Sates, than to fantien the priviledg-
¢s which they have acceded to her enemy.

The.queftion in dilpute will appear from the follow-
ing particnlars.

The United States and England, by the 25th arti-
cle of their treaty, mutvally ftipulate a free entrance
into their refpeftive ports, with complete prote@tion
to the privateers and fhips of war of the two conatries,
and the prizes taken trom their encemies.  And they
_engage never 10 conclude 3 treaty exicsding the fame

_favcurde any nation at war with-eiilisr of the contra&t-
ng pcrtffs. The treaty of 1778, between France
and the United States having been annulled by the lat-
ter, and now regarded 23 if it never exifted, they con-
ceive that they cannot give the fame privileges to
France, without violating their greaty with England,
"The French Republic does not feem difpoled to ratie
fv, to her owa prejudice, and in favour ot the Englfﬂi,}
her cuemics and nivals, a proceeding {0 unexpeted on
the part of the Americans, with whom fhe recently
made a common caufe again{t thofle very enemies, d.-
retted to the fame objeét for which France herfelf is
now at war—the attainmeat of liberty and independ-
ence. .

It is unfortunate that ch= United States {o precipi
tately annulled the treaty of 1778.  They themfclves,

pow repent that they were induced to take that fep,

a5 it deprives them of the power of givibg to France,
or aayother country the fame advaatages whi-h they

have conferred on the Englith.  Their «diplomatic a
gents muit have been very fhort fighted, or very par-

tial to the intercit of England,—or their Envorys muft
aive n wrong interpictation to their initru&tions and
the treaty atluded to ; Ginee it appears that France, re

noancing the claims fhe may havs from the priority of
the treaty of 1778, now offers to treat—without de-
mandint any other advantage than thofe enjoved by
the Englifh, and which they have exerciled duting the

prefeat war—and the Ambaflidors to negociate a
peace, if theyare mot velled with powsr to accede to
thofe cond tions. = :

The negociation was npened, on the part of the
French Commiflioners, on the fuppofition that the
treaty of 1778 was fillin foree. It was, indeed,
natural to !‘uppufc- that, the two nations never having
heen ina tate of war with each other, this rreaty
could not have been annuiled without the confent of
hoth countrics; and in this point of view it was that
the French Commiinoners offered an indemrification
to the Amerieans, by admiiting the pri:tcipic of com-
peafation for illegal captures.

They even proceeded further : intead of demand-
ing from the Americany, the indiiaite guarantee of
the French colonies, the article of the trezty which
was moit difadvantazeous to the former, they agree
to the fubfitution of a fpecial guarantee, fuch as 2p
pears to be contained ia the inftruétions of the preced-
ing ambafladors, according to the copy of them pub-
lithed by Congrefe. But the American Envoys were
not anthorized to renew this treaty, even afieg re-
trenching the article vefpestiny the-guarantee of the
French iflands.
exempted from the chligation of compenfating for the
captures—the Americans themiclves having, by zbro-
gating the treatv, dettroyed the bafis on which only_
theie claim could have been feunded,

It thus appears that the negociation turned chicfly
on three poiuts.

1. T'ke continpance in force, or the modified rencw-
al of the trezry of 1773, France waved this point, in

confequence of the aifurarce of the American Envoys |

that they could not renew it,

2. The principle of compenfation for i}lrg,al cap-
tures. This point France offered to admit ; buton
conttition only that the treaty of 1778 fhould be re-
newed, with the modifications [tated in the initrudti-
ons given by Wathingtap.

. 3. The z5th article of the treaty between the Urfit'
ed Statesand Great Britain, relative to the proteQion
ranted to the armed veilels of that  natioa. France’
will moflt probably infit upon enjoying the {ame ad-
vantage as loug a8 it is poflefled to her injiry by her
encmices. ) )
There is another principle which France 1s anxious
to cftablifi; & on the adoption of which fhe has ftrong-

!

Firance, therefare, conceived berfeif |

ly infilted ; a principle which Tt is Rill more the inter.
elt and policy of the Americans to carry into executi-
on. But the treaty of 1793 with the Englith pre
vents them from acceding to this fyltem, namely, that
neutral bottorms fhall conftitate neutral property
France, however, hopes to reduce the powera of the
North to eftablifh this fyftem, th be excluded {rom the
benefit of which wonld be highly injurious to the A-
mericans,

It appears, however, that thele diplomatic con'er-
cnces have beern condu@ed in the moft amicable man-
mer, and {o as to leave only an impreflion of regret
that is was impoflible to remose the difliculties which
had occurred.  The American AmbaTidors, during
their refilence at Parie, have heen treated with every
poflible mark of refpe@, and eijoyed all the dittin&i
ons conflcrred on the Minifters of cur Allics. As it 18
at prefent, the principle and {yflem of France to ref i
pett and protedt the law of nations, and the rights of |
ncutiality, itis to be hoped that the frank and cquita-
ble condu@® which fie holds, with regard to reotral
&ates, will foon remorve the diference which have oc-
cured befw==n her and the United States ; and that e-
ven fhould the P"“"::-'f negociation not terminate in a
treaty, the American flag Mall, notwithRlanding, con-
tinue to be refpe®ed, and their vefels treated as thofe

of a fricndfy nation 11 our courtsof law,

Orders are iffued to the privateers to reipeét ali
neutral Aags, among which the American is undoubt-
edly the moll numerous, and American vellels are dai-
ly releafcd by the courts, with damages again® the
owners of privateers.  Uhere are now about fifty cauf-
¢s b=fore the Council of Prizegrefpe@ing veflels taken
in the European fcas, and thde of the veffels which
really belong to Americans wil afTaredly be reflored.
The fate of fuch, however, as were furnithed with let-
ters of margne, docs not ajpea to be yet determined.
[t is thought that they canmol be piven up withcut
[n&wning th= conduct of tle Americans in arming !
them, unlefs the reftitwtion flould refult from a new
trcaty of amity. .

“The Preceding particulars, thongh not official, have
been communicated by the moft refpeltable authority.
L TLN TAL LTI LN, TRV RV TNV

SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS
On the Eledion of a
PRESIDENT:
ADDRESSED T9 THA
Citizens of the United States.
F=!isqv-Clitizens, .

THE time is drawing rrar, when yon will be called
to give your voice in the clelion ot a Prefident. In
the exercife of this importaut privilege, it will be grant-
ed, that great deliheration is neceflary 5 and that upon
the choice of a fuitzble perfon depends, under Divine
P;n'idgncc“ the pru_-ﬁrc:ily Of cur nali-:n. A ltew
confideracions, therefore, will be received by you with
candor, and allowed all the weight which you may
think them entitled. The writer of them has neither
held, nor docs he expe&t ever 10 hold any office under
government ; he means not to be an advocate for any |
particuler man ; he is not wctuated by a mere regard
to the puliticnl prirciples of any party; but, if his
heart deceive him not, by a fincere delire for the pub-
lic welfare.

It is weill yrderftood that the Honorpble Thomas

Jefferlon is a candidate for the Chief Magifiracy of the |

United States, and that a number of cur citizens will
give him all their fuppert.. 1 would not prefume to
di@ateto vou evlo ought to he Piclident, but. entrest
you to hear with patience my reafons why »x ought
not.

To therJeclararions of difintereftednels and fincericy
already made, 1think it proper to add, that I have no
ptrfﬁf;ﬂl refeniment whatever againft Mr. Jefferfon,
and that it is with pain [ cppole him ; that I never
was - in his company, aud would hardly know him ;
that 1 honor him as holding a high office in'govern-
ment : that 1 admire his talents, and feel grateful for
the fervices which-he has been inftrumental in render-
ing to his country ; and that my objeion to his be-
ing promoted to the Prefidency is founded fingly up.
on his difbelief of the Holy Scriptures ; ar, in other
words, his rejection of the Chriftian Religion and open
prot’cﬁiun of Deilm.

Notwithftanding the-general chara@ter of Mr. Jef-

fcrion, and the proofs of his Deillical principles which
have been partly publifhed at different times, there are

fome who ftill doubt; or, if they admit the truth, are

difpofed to fay that he is o wotfe than his epponente.
Whether he is worfe or not will be fhown hereafter,—
Whea the {pirit of party is fo violent as we have feen it
in this country, and the vileft calumnies have been pro.

pagated relpelting the beft eharaltersy it tenot furprif-

ing that the reporta which are circulated fhould be re:
ceived with caution, cfpecially when there is not ready
accefs to the higheft and moft infallible fources of infor-
mation. I fhall endeavour in this addrefs, to prefent to
your view, the colle@ive evidence of Mr. Jefferfon’s
principles as to religion, and fhow you why fuch a
man  ought not to be honored and entrulted with the
office of chief magiftrate. This I hope to do princi-
pally from Mr. Jeflerfon’s own writings, and in fuch a
manner, that neither he or any of his friends fhall be
abla.:jullly to charge me with the leaft mifreprefea-
tatwon. ’
~ Befides the publications acknowledgel by a man,
fome dependence may be fairly placed upon his general
chara&er, and his conveifation as related by men of
intelligence and veracity. The world is feldom mifta-
ken as to a man’s talents and moral principles ; and we
(afely rely upon refpetable teltimony, The avowal,
therefore, of fentiments in converfation which thall be
related, caonot be doubied, from the nature of the
suthority ; and our belicf will be ﬂrengthcned when
this is viewed in conucfion with the written evi-
dence. _ .
 lothe work of Mr, Jeficrfon, entitled ¢ Notes on the
Jflate of Pirginia,”” what be fays on the fubjeét of the
deluge, is a clear proof of his difrefpe for divine reve-
lation. He oppofes the opinion, that the fhells found
en the tops of bigh mountains ought to be confidered
as a proof of an univerlal deluge.
fhow, thay.if the whole contents of the atmolphere were
water, the lands could be overflowed to the height of
2 1 2 feet only, and that in Virginia this would be a
very fmall proportion even of the Champaign country.
He 1¢jc@&s a fecond opinion, that ¢ the bed of the
ocean, has, by fome great convuifion of naturs, been
Lieaved to the heights at which we now find fhells and
other remains of marine animals.””  He rejeéts likea

is a wonder,”” fays M1, Jefferion, ¢ fomewhere ; is it
grearell on this branch ol the dilemma, onthat which
fuppnies exiltence of a power, of which we have noe-
vidence in any other cale; or on the firft, which re.
quires s to believe the creation of a body of water,
and its fubflequent anuihilation 2 The three hypotheles
are egnally usfatisfaory, and we muft be contented
to acknowledge, that this great phenomenonis as yet
vafolved. Ignorance is preferable to error; and he is
lefs remote from the truth who belicves nothing, than
Lie who belitves what is wrong.”* _
Let it be remarked liere, that conld Mr. Jeflerion
found, what be thought cvidence, that the waters had
ever cavered the highelt mountains, he would-have ad-
mitted that folution as to the fhells 3 but he attempts
to fhow the improbability of fuch a quantity of water
being prod uced, and confequently difcredits the facred
hittory. The account given by the iufpired writer, is,
« Allthe fountains of the great decp were breken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened, and the rain
was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  And
the waters prevailed exceedingly npon the earth ; and
all the high bills that avere under the cvhole heaven wwere

\ covered. Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail:

and the mountains were covered.”’+
Mofcs mentions two caules of the deluge, ale foun

tains of the great decp were broken up, and the windes of
heaven aere opened 3 but Mr, Jeflerfon does not fo much
as name thisold philofopher, while be indire&ly devics
the facvs, or, like other infidels, cannet fill get water
enough to cover the mountains: Even a miracle is
not fufficient with him, or rather bis faith is too wez's
to receive a miracle. Requirer us, fayshe, 2o bolicve tic
creation of a body of evater and ifs fulfegquent annihitaticn:
He is at liberty to philofophize if he pleales, on tie
caufles of the deluge; it is not my bufinels at prefent
(2nd T beg that it may be remembered) to refute bz
principles 3 but only to fhow their inceonfiftency with
the Holy Scriptures. 1 am not called then to contro-
vert his pelitions, that ignorance is preferable to error.
and that be is lefs remote from the truth who believes noth-
ing, than he who believes ewhat is wrong ; but 1 wiil be

Mefaic account of the deluge, though he hould never
find out a fatisfafory folution ; yea, though he fould
adept a wrong ove. ; 2
Again, upon the gueflion, Whence the firft inh2ba.
tants of America origivated ? Mr. Jefferfon is ot tpini-
* Page 28, top. 31.—The edition which 1 ule is.
thet printed in Philadclphia, 1778, Mrr]c&crhm hes
publifhed, fo late as the prefent year, 2n appendix to-
this work ; but it relates wholly to the murder of Lo-
gan’s family. There is not a retraftion of, oreven an
apology for any of his fentimeuts, though he knows
they have been repeatedly cenfured.
+ Genelis vii 11, 12, 19, 20.

[Sece laf Page. ]

He endeavours to

P T

wife a third folution fuggselted by Valtaire.—4 There -

“permitted to fay, that it is {afeft for him to believetle,
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