4 MONTPELIER, JAN. 22, 1822,

“Sim: 1 have received the copy
of your memur on the fossil tree,
which you politely forwarded. Of
the decisive bearing of this phenome-
non on important questions ingeology,
I rely more on yvour judgment than
my own.

“ The present is a very inquisitive
ave, and its researches of late have
been ardently directed to the primi-
tive composition and structure of our
globe, so far as it has been penetra-
ted, and to the processes by which suc-
ceeding chanzes have been produced.
‘T'he discoveries already made are en-
courazing, but wvast room is left for
the indastiv and sagacity of geologists.
This is sufliciently shewn by the oppo-
site theories which have been espous-
ed ; the one of the'n regarding waler,
the other fire, as the great agent em-
ploved by nature in her work.

“ It may well be expecigd that this
hemisphere, waich has been least ex-
plored, will vield its full proportion of
materials towards a satisfactory s)s-
tem. Your zealous efforts to share in
the contributions do credit to your love

of truth., & devotion to tl:e cause of sci- |

ence, and | wish they may be rewar-
ded with the success they promise, and
with all the present gratfications to
which they entitle you. With friend-
ly respects,

“ JAMES MADISON.?

“ Thomas Jefferson returns his
thanks to Me. Schooleraft for the me-
mair he has been so Kind as to. send
him on the ‘ossil tree of the river des-
b iasies, It 15 a valuable element
towards the knowledre we wish to ob
tainr of the crust ol the ;:{t;hu ve in-
habit, ana 1ts crost alone is immedi-
ately interestin? to us. We are n-.aT_'.
to g"ua.-i agalust aim-sinq our conclu-
sions lh.'l‘;'u'r than we dig. Mr. School-
craft is entitled to the thanks of the
lovers of science tor the preservation
of this fact: he has those of Th J.
with his salutations of esteem and re-
Epe-cl.

« Moaticells, Jan. 206, 15
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COMMUNICATIONS.

To the Editors of the Centiacl.
Gentlemen,

[t seems to be the fate of writers who
attack a saperstition or €xpose an er-
ror, to be pelted with the filth and
ahuse of every scnbbler whose preju-

dices they encounter
to have been the treatment of \tticus
In your paper of the 13th st by the
correspondent who  appears first in
your columns. He is, | conceive, an
illustration of the remark that relizious
prejudices are more resentful than
others, and dogmatical in proportion
to their absurdity.,  Of-him it may be
juell_s remarked, as of the Covenanters
o! former times, that the zeal of God’s
house hath eaten up both his good
sense and good breeding, il indeed he
ever possessed auy share of either.

In his conunencement, he displays
eithier hisown weakness, or that of his
cause, by an invidious and contempli-
ble resurt to the * argum-ntum ad
hominem,” the argumecnt that secra-
rians have so often vsed, and which
they bave caforced by religious wars
and persecuting flames.  Atticus may
tank his $tars that such things are al

resent unknown I our couniry.—
{ Lr correspondent is concerned lest
Atvvicas should have as great an effect
o . other weak minds as he appears to
h:ve bad upon that of vour cowrespon-
oot but Atucus hopes if there are
ol liers equallv weak with yvour corres-
po sdent, thore are few that are equal-
Iv malignant.

" I e charge of vouthfulness or juve-
the first he makes

o Tothns [ shall reply

wih Put, that * I will not undertake
to Jetermine whether youth can be
justiyv mmputed to any man as a re-
proach, bat affinm thiat the wretch who
afler having scen the consequences ol
repeated errors, continuvs still 1o blun-
d-r, and wlose ace has only added
obstinacy to stupidity;” may justly. be-
come the object vi contempt 3 and de-
serves pot that any function should
shivld him from iosult.

Y our correspondent fancirs that he
has safficiently establistied his position
and his learning, together with the ig-

norance of Aicus, when Ae * vendures
to say there is scarcely a writer ofany

——— —_— = Cl—

niiy IS amon
asalnst Atlicus.

eminence among the clergy of the es-
tablished church’ who does not difier
from Mr. Palew in regard to the obli-
gation of the Sabbath. [ would here
remark, that whatever mav be the
opinions of laler writers, the obligation
ol the Jewish Sabbath upon Christians

can hardlv bé a tenct or fixed article |

of the church’s creed, or how shouid
Mr. Paley retain bis place among them
alter the publication of his philosophy?
And if it be now a part of their creed
ot doctrines, it must, it would seem,
have become so since (he times ol
James Ist and Charles Ist. We are
told by Mr. Hume, (vol 3,337, Muany

|
l people were, of themselves, so unfor-

*
’

edition) who quotes Kenxn . t.a Bishop, Sinai, is made, by the quocg?lf]nn-
(p. 700 ) that James 1st ¢ had ohserved  dact of the qustlvs,(l) to )I:’ Uto
in his progress through Engiand, that| angther. And foi what reason 7 De-
a judaical observance of the Sunday, | cause it was the:- day of the resurreculgn.
chiefly by means of the Puritans, was | Thus the Son is exalted above t!1edaa.-
every day gaining ground throughout | ther and preference given 1o his "E
the Kingdom, aad that the people,| God we are told rested on the s.evel}l
contrary to former practice, and un- | day ; but these persons, by a singuial
der colour of relizion, were debarred ' perversity, rest belore they labour.
such sports and recreations*as coatri- We see in this subject an example of
buted both to their health and their that perplexity and mysticismin which
amusement. Festivals which, in other | theolegical controversy ‘has nwolvgd
nations* and ages are partly dedica- most of its topics; and. perhaps tae
ted to public worship, partly to mirth philosophic enquirer w-»ult_l be dlspusef]
and society, were here totally appro- to cul the kno of‘tl}e difficulty b\ a
priated to the offices of religion, and very natural supposition, that the Sab-
served to nourish those sullen and bath of the seventh day was neglected
gloomy contemnplations, to which the | out ofopposition to the Jews, and auo-
ther gradually established. ‘
But jt is denied that Paley has said
| the first Christians did not observe the
present Sabbath. \Weshall see.—*Nor
did Christ or his Apostles deliver, that
we know of, any command to their
disciples for a discontinuance upon
that day of the cominon offices of their
hrnl'r-ss.mus : a teserve which none
will see reason to wonder at, or 10

tunatelv subject. The Kingimagined
it would be easy to infuse cheerfulness
into this dark spirit of devotion. He
issued a proclamation, to allow and
encoutage, after divine service, all
kinds of lawful games, and by his au-
thority he endeavoured to give sanc-
tion to a practice which his subjects,
‘the Puritans, ) regarded as the utmost Aty o1
instance of profaneness and impiety.” | blamp as a defect in the nsttation,

Such appears

—Quotes here Franklyn, p. 31.— | who consider thatin the primitive con-
The writer in vour last observes that | dition of cnristianiiy, the observance
James attempted to introduce sports ; of a mew Sabbath would have bern
on Sunday ; but it appears from this  useless or inconvenient or nnpractica-
that they had existed before, had been
unlwefully interrupted by the Puritans " which as citizens and subjects of that
i and that it was the purpose of James cecoiomy, they were oblized 10 keep
to restore them. cand did keep. It was not therefore

I may here remark, that the appel- ' probable lhdl.(fhri.-.l \hiuifienjnill ano-
lation of Sabbath, as given to Sutday, ther day of gest in coujunction with
seems arbitrary and an affectation of  this.” * When the new relizion came
purtanism.  “ The House of Com-
mons (under Charles 1st,and which to it were, for the most part, made
was become puritanical ) enacted laws  from the classes of society who have
for the strict observance of Suaday, not their time and labour at their
| which the Puritans affected to call own disposal, and it was scarcely
the Sabbath, and which they sanc- to beexpected that unbelieving mas-
tified by the most melancholy in-| ters and magistrates would  permi

ble. . Thev already had a Sabbath |

forth into the geantile world, converts |

dolence.” Hume 1, 40L1.% It 1s to
be remarked that the differeat ap-
pellations  of this festival were, at
" that time, known symbols of the dif-
ferent parties.”” Ibid.

¢ Another expedient which the King
"Charles 1st) tried in order to infuse
cheerfulness into the national devotion,
wis not much more successful. -~ Hge
renewed his father’s edict for allowing
sports and recreations on Sunday, to
such as attended public worship ; and
he nrdrwfhi-s proclamation for that
purpose to be publicly read by the
clergy, after divine service. Those
who were puritanically affected refu-

&c —p. 457,
in this varied her creed, or her mem-
\ bers their faith, what must we think of
her and of them ? Is she like other
|Im »an things that change with the
times 2 Such a suspicion is indeed
but too much confirmed by the history
of the tamth, its mutations and trans-
migrations from the Ebionites and
Arnans, to the Puritans and Shakers
of vur davs. But what must we think
of a revelatirn concerning even the
existence of which two such men as
Pauley and Clarke, equaily zealous in
the cause of truth, differ in opinion ?
We have seen in the history of the
Jews the inconvenient and absurd con-
sefuences to which a holy Sabbath
lrads.—** In the Maccabean wars, they
suficred a thousand of their number to
be slain, rather than do any thing in
their own detence on the Sabbath day ;
and in the tinal siege of Jerusalem, they
refused any operation on that day by
which they might have interrupted the
enemy in filling up the trench.”

The writer’s opinion as to the cause
of the prevalent division among na-
tions, of ime into weeks, is an instance
cf the absurdity into which bias often
 leads the mind, The revolution of the
moon in 28 days or 4 weeks, and the
different phases she presents during
that time, her quarters, coinciding with
our weeks, afford the most obvious and

Such is
S ]

-

[ time into months and weeks.
the opinion given by Cavallo 11, 3
note. Phillips. in his astronomy, p
1.15.observes, “ the earlier inhabitants
of tne earth reckoned their time by the
apparent motions of the moon, and

Sucl an account of the matter, I think,
appears rather more rational and phi-
losophical than his Aypothkesis, that
the Sabbath was nstituted among men
at the creation ; though perhaps for
that very reason it is not so doctrinal.
Philo declares, * The seventh dayis a
festival to every nation,” and Tasso
declares ¢ That witchery delights in
numbers odd.’

But your correspondent contends,
that while the command to the Jews
concerning the Sabbath is binding on
us, the day has been changed by the
fact of the Apostles having met on that
day for religious worship. Thus the
day on which God himself rested,
which he sanctified, and which he
marked out to the Jews in the wilder-
ness by the falling of the manna, and
the observance of whicH he afterwards
confirmed in thunders ffom Mount

® By these the author means other
christian nations, and the same nation

in other ages.

sed obedience, and were punished,” |
If then the church has |

probable reasons for the division of

£
.J,_

followed the lunar, not the solar year.”” |

their lab urers to rest from their work
i every seventh day, or that civil vo-
vernment indeed wonld have submit-
ted to the loss or a seventh part ot the
public mdustry,” P. 39-40. [ revret
| that I have been compeiled to make so
| long an »xtract—ihe reader ary finish
| it in the orizinal.

|

|

tution has ever been hughly reverenced
as a Sabbath among Chrnstians, and
regarded as of divine appojutment;
and as it is the unegnivocal opinion
oi M¢ Paley that it was ot at first ~o
observed or so considered, the public
may decide which opinion should pre-
ponderate. It is a Little singular that
the critical accuracy ol yvur corres
pondent should permit him to pame a
writer of the second century amony the
Sirst Christans, or should  intimate
that ¢ sabbatizing spiritually” was doing
S0 bt)dll‘} .

Your correspondent hath also dis
played an uncommon erudition in our
laws, by discovering that there isreally
a religion enjoyinyg the preference, and
enlitle./ to the patronage of the gene-
ral gevernmeunt.

|

|

led and argued iuto subwission to an
established priesthood.  Surely this
person hath before been practiced ia
the art of deducing the highest claims
from the slenderest pretensions, and
perhaps he may be nearl connected
with that order ot whom we spoke in
in our last as being ¢ more remarka-
ble for the extension of their own
claims thau for the observance of those
of the civil power.’
is one of the ¢ weak” parts of Atticus’
communication which it seems to have
been thought not advisable to attack or
to denounce. lls avaient raison. But
will he be so good as to inform us
what sect of some hundreds is the fa-
voured one ?

He displays again his usval learning
upon the subject of Leut, Laster, &c.
I assure him that though [ might not
be ignorant of some of his sage dis-
tinctions, yet that | pride myself less
upon a hknowledge of such jarvon
than on some other subjects of human
learning.  The Ms.'tur:y, not the le-
gends, of Saints, Martyrs, Relics and
, Heredies 1 think somewhat more in-
Structive and even more pleasaut than
the observance of Lent or the ceremo-
ny of Ash-Wednesday. (2)

He desires that I should inform him
who are our Turkish citizens. Is he
ignorant that there may be such 7 and
possessed of equal privileges with him-
self, with the exception of not being
allowed to hold a particular office, to
which I presume one seed aspire as
much asthe other. I hope that our Con-
gress, even il they possessed the right
to make distinctions among faiths, and
give preference or establishmént to ei-
ther, will never show itself less liberal

the freedom of the city on all the Gods
in the universe,” and allowed for a
time even the Egyptian and the Jew,
the two most despised, and where
superstitions were sometimes con-
' founded by such writers as Tacitus
| and Seetonious, to live and woiship
within their walls. They were how-
| ever both banished together, by Tibe-
'rious, and the confounding the Jew
with the E

Now as thhs writer |
opens with the assertion that this insti- |

It is in this way, 1
suppose, that we are gradually to be |

By the way, this .

than ancient Rome, who ¢ lmstowed‘

the canse of his (ihe .Tew's}.:'n';al'nr-
tune.—>ee [acit. ann. I:b 2, Suelon.
Tiber. ¢. 35. But perhaps he is less
acquainted  with oar ll.'l!!ll‘fi!i’.tilﬁﬂﬂ
,laws than with the appointment “and
| pay of Chaplains by members of Con-
' gress. e seems also in this part of
' his subject, to have communicated the
idiscuvery that t! :
| tans, or as he will havet, _\laﬂmi_n-;_)e.
dans. Perhaps in his nexthe will in-
form us that the Dutch are in posses-
sion of Holland. I have .to inform
him that Mahometans have a fast
called the Ramadan, which they pro-
bablv regard full as holy as Leat or
Sunday. The difficulty of compre-

hension he complains of in this part of

his communication,is not perhaps very
surprising in bim. .

ile observes that Christians are
commadted to ¢ submit toevery ordi-

nance dPman’ and yet it is plain they
have net done it—Nor Luther nor

Calvin, nor Knox 1 think pursued
that maxim, when they commenced
their religious opposition to powers
that had ordained a different conduct.
Popery was overthrown in Scotland,
and the Presbvterian form of worship
and di.-cipline'establhhed on its ruins,
by a Parliament which assembled and
| acted withouot the consent ot the Queen
' &F Scots, and this too after they had
'torcibly made themselves masters of
the Kingdom. Mary, who was then

| Parliament thus assembled, and re-
fused her sanciion to those statutes.
¢ But the Protestants gave themselves
"little concern about their Queen’s re-
'fusal.” [lume Hist. 2, 5386. The
same fault is not perhaps to befourd
‘in the Euglish Clergy under Heory
sth, for most of them seem devoutly
to have submitted and assented to
all ihe changes of faith and  form
which he desired or ordained '\ con-
vocation of the Clergy in his reigu
formed articles of faith ot which it has
been remarked, that ¢ their tenets
were of as motley a kind as the assem-
bly itself, or rather as the King's sys-
tem of theologv, by which they were
resolved eutirely to square their prin-
ciplee.” and ¢ that they were subscri-
bed by every member of the assembly,
while perhaps neither there nor
throushout the whole Kingdom, could
one man be tfound except Henry him-
self, who had adopted precisely the
doctriues they contained.”  "I'is con-
duct of the t.nelish Clergy, according

L0 your correspon:'ent, wus very chris- |

*11an, but few will think it very respect-
able.

Upon the whole, T think, that this
is a commaad which Christians do not
appear more remarkable for observing
than that which makes charity the first
of virtues. Compare them with the
Chinese and the Turks. The Sultan
and his Celestial Majesty have more

submissive snbjects than any Prince |

in Cluistendom.  Compare thegaggiih
the llindoos. The FPriests of B*ﬂa
ride a more tame and yielding popu-
lace than do the Priests of Italy or
Spain.  And how much less firm is the
hold, how much less steaay the seat of
those who command the protestant
flocks, needs not to be told. Judged
by this ru'e then [ should not hesitate
to say that the [urks, the Clinese and
the Hindoos are the best Christians on
earth '

Having already seen the effect upon

nations of that rule of conduct laid
down by your correspondent ¢ of.sub-
mitting to every ordinance of man for
the Lord’s sake,” it is worth while fur-
ther to observe its efiects upon indijvi-
duals. T'hese are happily set forth in
a short dialogue, furnished us by a wit-
ty French writer.. 'I'he scene is laid
in the island of Samos, which some-
times changed masters between the
Greeks, the Venetians and the Turks,
and where of course the subject had
full occasion for this meekest of rules.
"The characters are a Turkish (Maho-
medan ) Bashaw, and a Greek gar-
dener. '
Bashaw Tuctan. ¢ You sell your
fruit, friend Karpos, very dear ; how-
ever, it 1s pretty gopd—pray what re-
ligion do vou profess now -*
Karpos. ¢ Why, faith, my Lord
Bashaw, T can’t very well tell you
When oar liitle island belonged to the
Greeks, I remember | was ordered to
 say that Agiou pneuma proceeded only
Cfrem {on patrou. I was told to pray
/10 God standing bolt npricht, with m
! arms across, and was prehibited eating
| miik in Lent. When the Venetians
| came, our uew ltalian curate ordered

| me to say that Agiou pneuma proceed- |

permitting me to,eat milk, and making
me pray onmy knees. On the return
of the Greeks and their expelling the
V enetians, I was obliged to renounce
tou wiow and wilk porridge. You
have at length expelled the Greeks,
and I hear you cry out as loud as you
can, Allah illa Allah! For my part
I no longer know what I am; baut |
love God with all my heart, and sell
my fruit very reasonably.” Poor Kar-
'pos and the Clergy of Henry Sth, were

t the T'urhs are Mahome-.

in France, denied the validity of a

Y | 1o the ce.sures oi contem

ed both from tou patrou and tou uiou, |

rale, and seem to have ve
abhoried opening dours (,
, ness. '
But there is another Maxim to wi-
vour correspondent refers, and :nlf
he would probably here b, Y
aid. It is that ¢we muyst
ratherthan man.”  [lere isj, 47, ,
doctrine that Zas openeq the dtu::le
the * wildest licentiousness?- ,:
doctrine to which every _-‘.'{,n_;!-" !,
L every ¢ Reformer’ and eh\'erv “4‘ %
' Rebel resort for justificatioy, ‘li'“"
| the pretext under which zi:e.pJ.t;:‘_
| overthirew both Church agq «.., 18
Eungland and in Scotland b;;]':,d‘{e .'9
¢ Reformer,’ puffed witl Si‘frituai.\..:lr
and relying on his heavenly oj5 e
a pride in insulting from (). > Lk
and in the grossest manner, 1.;-r

"-.‘. }i\!}:!
hcrm},%

'"g lo hig
l)!’jev ("i

1
P =.:£

ey

- . rn_
mistress, the beauteous ;4 1'."131
lovely

Queen of Scots, and showeg "
that bigotry can as effectua)y ¢, -,
the sentiments of chivalry asthow -
charity. il
He professes ignorance of th
“ who think through unbelicvery 1 -
lies their directest path 1o heam‘.?)d
And yet he must be awure that 50‘
such principle has been acteq r»n[:t
Chrrstlaqs. \-‘V_hat Prompted the way
of the reformatiorf neaily || over !
rope 7 Upon what principle haye Eu-
retics been put to death:  « | i!n;
| written,’ saith Baifour of Dyilay (3
¢ that, thou shalt be zealoyg e;.'c’an]
slaying > The tree, itis settled muo
{ be known and judged by iis l'rufxs, ¥
I must, before | leave him, ¢, juge
| tice to his critcal or pedagogic.|
' lents. e shows such skill iy crth
graphy and syntax, that I shoylq su;
pose him destined for the office of
schoolmaster, and would adyise hira g
aspire thereto. Ile would prolyp
be quite exact in dottin: tiwchildrcn-{
i’'s and crossing their Us; wilp the
aid of a book, lie might teach e o
spell the names of the Fathersand of
f the Heretics ; and perhaps he can sing
a psulm as sonorously as Ichaby
Crane himself.
_ lq the end he affects to smile—thep
' are Ssome very tristlul smiles, and me.
thinks I do not envv him his on tijs

| occasion.  Read this and then <7y
| supper with what appetite you may.
NOTLES.

(1) There is soinewhere a maxin of
the following import : ¢ Nihil tam coh-
veniens est natwmali @quitati quam
unumquodque dissolvi eo ligamine guo
i ligatum est.”

(27 I also find some edification and
more amusement in the history ‘of
f Puritans from Knox, l\'eu!edru'm:r,
| Poundtext and Prynne, to the blue -

- lighits of C'onnecticut.
j (3) Peihaps my critical friend may
' here discover that Peter Pattieson iy

i not a ¢ Historian.?
|

Your second correspondent comes
forth with an air unconimonly chilvale
rous, and 1 regret that his clamsto
kmghthood should have been dimivishe
ed by the ungallai:t charges he makes
‘on hisadversary. Heis, nevertheles
gentlemanly, compared with his ;20!-
league, and deserves from me prgpor
tionate respect. 1f I used the weapois
of another, I did not call them fing
and I think it apparent that heisin s
respect, equally guilty with mysely
" and somewhat more unfortunate. ko
if my weapons were few, they were
also wieldy, while, towards his * Litter
end,” he reminds me of that uaforie
' nate Roman virgin who was ove®
- whelmed and sufivcated by the armour
of her friends. ,

The Knight is much mistaken 1
supposing that L regard Mir. FPaley o
any other divine, as an oracle. As they
contradict each other most, the faires
inference seems (o be that they arethe
most misguided of mortais. but f"3
1 of course think more rationél Hsf"}
others.— Among these is Mr. 1’alt‘_-.s
but he, we are informed, 'iiifﬂ b‘f"
weighed in the balauces and M}:.
wanting.” I do not find ilu\i'ﬁ\‘_i‘fs[“":
such is related to have been his B
fortune, in the notice that lsgl"_f':‘:}
him by Lempriere, who alsv _“i'_[::
his own name witha D.D. e ‘i‘-
serves of Paley, ¢ that bis M'”"d“f;
losophy is become a pu};-:.arl!i_):i'_vﬂf
and its chapters are frequuntly s ’J:}:,
for disquisition in the scheols *"' ;
Universities 3 yet it did ngt 55

its reputation without bein o
Pur?ifiﬁ-‘-
y cor
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But even if Mr.
demned, the circumstance ¢2
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on 1o | cclesiastical 17 e
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f somnejattenti :
ry. He is much teo |
acquire the reverence
¢ When a controversy i
started, some people prete
tainty to foretel the issue. 7
opinion, say they, 1§ niost L:]
to plain sense, is sure 10 pff“_“h’eﬂs
where the general interests Of o
tem require fot that decision: ¢ som
the reproach of heresy ma¥, ' %,
time, be bandied about "'“"l'?ig 08
disputants, it always rests AN
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the side of reascn. Any 095

gyptian seems to have been | excellent Christians upon this writer’s |




