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~  Biography.

0i the worthies who composed the cele-
»d Congress of 1776, only three of the
_obers, JOHN ADAMS, THOMAS
cFFERSON, CHARLES CARROLL
_weir Secretary, CHARLES THOMP-
oy, are mow living. =~ The surviving
. hers have all passed four score years;
'; Jie Secretary has passed four score and
Jve; and we are happy in being able,
. direct information, to state that they
+all in the enjoyment of sound minds in
althy bodies.  The venerable Sage of
1,.,.;;,@, does not so often appear before
" j;-.;.biic eye as his venerable coadjutors ;
. we are informed by a gentleman who
Ly dined with him in Carrollton, that
;-m;ur:h more than 82 years of age, he was
exc;llem health, and would mount his
< with the agility of most men at fifty.
e venerable Secretary Thompson, we
L lly select from a late Pennsylvania pa-
fy ‘tht" following traits. Pet. Int

CHARLES THOMPSON, Esaq.

A genil=man who had the gratification
 spending some hours with this irre-
ychable patriot,” venerable saint, and
nstian, a few weeks since, gives the fol-
sing particulars of the man whose name
the acts of the Revolationary Congress,
ve them credence through the world.

Hz resides in an ancient and retired, but
«.ous mansion, on an extensive and
o cultivated farm which he has named
yriton, about 10 miles from Philadel-
j.1. He is now nearly six feet high, er-
tinhis gait, neat in his person, digaified
 lis deportment, and interesting in his
versation. He was born in the parish
Maharaw, Ireland, in November 1729,
d of course, has nearly completed his
vty third year. He came to America
i his father’s family, when he was ten
s old.  His father died on the passage,
jhis father’s property being unjustly
mheld from his children,® they found

s Mr. Thompson, the protecting care
the Father of the fatherless. Charles
7ing a great taste for learning, and being
ronized by the distinguished scholar,
ALLisoN, became an eminent profi-
ot in Latin, Greek, and French.

The traveller called at Harriton early in
: day.— He paused, after entering the
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mslves in a strange country, without ”*_'-" inhabitants at prayer. There is some- ipfsllml to ke constantly on guard against
.+ds, kindred, or money ; but they found, | thing in a first blow for a great cause, which ! the enemy and the Indians, with scanty

e ————————eeeee L ——

(el o "

The traveller having mentioned Gea. R. not permitted {0 do by the committee. He
A**2* now of M. and formerly of therevo- immediatly ran te the foat of Broad street

that he recollected him well and “ Tell Wall street, in good ordése  InTront were
bim,” hé added, “I wish him prosperity seven carts, containing boxes of drms. and
and happiness, peace with God, and peace amunition, eachha 20
with the world. Tell him 1o bear lightly, The troops, with th
upon the world. Money, money, money, were in the rear.—When &
is the god of this world.” . Exchange, which was af th® foot of Broad

The last senteuce he several times ut- street, Willet marched up alone; and seig-
 ttered with great emphasis, in the course ed the bridle of the first cart horse, and
of the interesting interview, which the tra- stopped bim ; this movement stopped the
veller will not soon forget. rest of the carts, and finally the troops.—

— _ beginning was fearful that something would

. From the National Jldrocale. huppen.' to ride up and demand of Willet

Gen. La Fayette.—Every thing relating why he stopped the cart. "Willet replied

to this patriot, cannot but be interesting to  that they had no permission to carry away
the American reader. We find him, at an the spare arms, that they might freely de-

. advanced age, in the Freach Legislature, ' part with with their own armsand accoutre- |

supporting manfully those principles for ments, but should take no more ; murmers
' which he contended during our revolution- and disapprobation prevailed. The may-
lary war. | He has lately written an affec-  or, who was present, remonstrated with
tionate letter to anold fellow soldier, Col. | Mr. Willee on the impropriety of his con-
Marinus Wilict, in which he quoes those  duct, and treated him with severity, for
principles for which both have saccessfully | thus attempting to pronote riot and blood-
fought, and ends with the assuraace that shed. Governeur Morris, who belonged
he kopes to visit this country, an event to the commiittee, and was decidedly of the
which will afford the hizhest gratification | Wiig party, also took part against Willet,
to the American people. l'ew men acted |ani entreated him to permit the troops and
more ¢ mspicuous parts than Gen La, Fay- [ aims to embark peaceably. Thus situated,
ette and Col. Willet, in the war declared | pausing between duty and - re monstrance,
tor American Independence. - ‘one of the most aciive of the committee

Revolutions have someiimes been effec- | came up, and hearing the merits of the dis-
ted by the most trivial event, and by a | pute, told Willet he was right, and the

mere act of boldness and enthusiasm, have  spare arms should be retained. Thus sup- '
the hiberties of a gremt country been ach- ' ported, he seized the bridle of the first

ieved.  The patriots of the revolution nev- ; horse and turned the cart out of the ranks,
er bestowed a thought on the form of gov- the rest following him.
ernment which they were infuture to adopt. | Col. Willet, though a plain man, was
The great question was [ndepeadence.—  excellent at haranguing; he could say
Neither ia the first instance did they con-  more in a few words to arouse and animate,
template opposing the king; they were 'than any partizan officerof the day. Mount-
"only agaiust Lord North, and tlze princi- | ing on one of the carts, he made a speech
ple of taxation, without their consent : and ' to the people and soldiers, and he told the
thus, by degrees, did providence lead them | latter that they were about being sent away
on,. step by step, unul the entire dissolu- | to shed the blood of their brethren, and if
tion of all ties with ¢he mother country, |any of them were unwilling to go, that they

was the resulr. could leave their ranks and they would be
Among [thie most early and undaunted | protected. Some actually did join him,

| partizans, we may reckon Col. Willet.— | and the rest embarked peaceably.
He labored under great disadvantage. being With the arms™and accoutrements thus

the only one of his family on the whig side. !seized, did Col. Willet, raise and ecu ip
- When the gews reached this city of the bat- | the [first regiment in New-York, in the
tle of Lexirigton, in whicli the first blood for ! cause of Independence.
"independernice wasspilt, it was on a Sun- ‘I'be northern campaigns were unques-
day ; the churches were open and most of | tionably the most severe and trying. Com-

is cdlculated to arouse and animite a pen- | clothing and provisions, exposed to the vi-
ple who had long complained of grievances, ' cisitudes of an iron clinate, the sufferings
and remonstrated without effect.  The | of the continental troops were extremely
blow was struck ; blood had been shed ; a |oppressive © Col. Willet was constantly
mercenary soldiery had artacked aad kil- | on the frontiers engaged in almost every
led their fellow citizens; the tocsin must | skirmish and action, and, during the whole

was il to be done? Whiist thus hesitating | treat, and never to have been defeated.— '

x, being surprized and charmed at the
unct, audible, emphatic, and feeling
aner, with which the good old mun
s pronouncing one of the finest passa-
s in Young's Night Thoughts. After
iroduction, Mr. Taompson remarked in
erence to what he was reading—* 1 am
dfrarger, in a strange land ; -and am
<z about me to see what |l am, and
al there iz for me todo ”
lhe traveller was pleased with his ob-
ations, anecdotes, &c. of ¢ olden times,”
‘surprized to hear (him speak with so
«h intelligence, on philosophical, reli-
@, and political topics. He said he
‘anintimate and warm  friend of Dr.
LskLiy, and agreed with him in every
W but rehigion.—And that it was to
“leract the deistical sentiments of the
“t philosopher, that he had devoted
*attention to the bible, and with a
“s eye, than he should otherwise
*done. It was diligent searching of
wriptures, with a view to the convic-
of his distinguished compatriot, that
tled him to contemplate a version o the
Muagint, T
lithe course of coaversation, Mr. T.
" be was strongly impressed that he
“!liveuatil he attained his 100th year:
“10 a question if he were willing to be
“nz from his father’s house, in this
msome pilzrimmage, he promptly repli-
I have no will about it—1I leave it all
“blessed Saviour,  He has beena good
4 to me” —and the tears of gratitade
“ed in his eyes. He alluded also, with
“4r tenderness, to his sister Mary and
"t lady, who had beea his bosom
Anons for life, adding :—*“1[ have
s been a Happy man. My family al-
q‘ ‘ved me, and I always loved them.”
Goner, he asked a blessing with up-
oy fands, and in a reverzntial tone of
) Bing nothins more than the words
;'_':‘l_rd’s Prayer; and recollecting bis
Won, wstead of saying “ lead us

n . - 2
o temptation,” he said, “bring us
“9a tnal.”

I‘;‘:t"?i.ldren were, 1. William, who died
ey - Aexander, who died aged B0—3.

and pausing, Willet stated that there were | When our troops left Ticonderoga, he was
300 stand of arms in the garret of the City | engaged in fortifying fort Stanwix cutting
Hall, atthe head of Broad street; and pro- | ditches and making redoubts. He knew
posed taking possessiou of them and arm- | very little of fortifications, but was compel-
ing the people, which was assented to.— |[led to dismiss an ignorant engineer, and
Chey called on the master, and demanded | undertake the work himself, The men
the arms; he referred them to the armourer, | refused to labor; they contended that it
who lived in Liberty street, which was ther, | was unnecessary, because when the fortifi-
called Crown street. The aimourer hesi-  cations were finished, they would be aban-
tated, not knowing how to act, and finally | doned like 4Ticonderoga, and Gen. Bur-
said the keys were mislaid. Thus foiled, | goyne’s army, which was powerful and ad-
they were about giving uvp the project, ;vmnageously posted, would soon occupy
when Willet told them- that the keys were ' the fort. Col. Willet, who always con-
unrecessary ; and suapplying himsell with ]sidered the war a holy one, and never des-
a broad axe, he broke open the room, took | paired, continued to assure his men that
out the muskets and cartouch boxes, and | Providence was with him, aod drawing
gave one to pach man, and finding a {ifer, | from his pocket a small bible, jhe declared
they formed themselves in liue and march- ' to them that the destruction of Burgoyne’s
ed throuzh the streets on Sunday, and went ' army was prophesied in sacred writ, and

a five ball court was kept, which they en- the 20th verse, as follows :

must be pursued, and something like or- 'land barren and desolate : with his face to-
ganization take place. Accordingly the l wards the east sea, and his hinder parts to-
name of each person was taken down, to !wards the uumost sea, &c.” The men went |
whom a musket was given, and the whole |to work cheerfully.

-orps was properly ofiicered, Willetbeing | In the various skirmishes with the Indi-
appointed a corporal. Although the city 'ans and British, Col. Willet was always
was perfectly tranquil, ard no prospect of |aware of the powerful effect of example,
a contest was near, vet a step had been !and was always in front of his men waving
taken which was to be followed up, and it his hat ; they followed promptly.

was apreed 1o divide the forces into a pat- | Wheon the sortie from Fort Stanwix was
rol, which was nightly to go the rounds; 'determined upon, one of the most brilliant
and the countersign, probably the first A- 'events of the war, Col. Willett, always
merican one, was Boston.—They also | fond of haranguing his men, and always to
formed a coinmittee of safety and superin- Egmt effect, called them together, develop-
‘tendance, which, in fact, tcok every thing | ed his plans, and recapitulated the cruel
in their hands, and met daily. At this pe- | conduct of the British and Indians. Now
riod there was part of an Irish regiment sta- lmy boys, said he, look the enemy right in

L]

meuots with anxiety, and were not without | close,thep give it 1o him; keep steady, none

their barracks.  An order arrived for these |safe. The sortie was made in the day
troops to sail for Boston, and the commit- | time, and was attended with woqderful'
tee, which met near Coenties slip, delibera- | syccess. The British, not dreaming of '

part armed. ,Aiter much discussion, and  on their retreat across the river, they look- |
urged by the timid inhabitants, they agreed ed at the Continentals with woader, not
that the soldiers might depart with their firing a shot at them for two bours.

arms and accoutrements. Aarangemients But toreturn to La Fayette. At the

s, [

" va \he Seccetary) 4. Matthew, who died
o -’-‘Juhn, who died aged 79; and 6,

.Tu““‘ 84, ln\';ng with Charles. !

ey v:a::“ b€ completed and published, some I
-~ 20d it has veen nronoaaced by those

Lfamiaed i to be a be 2
“cog e uet.vmm‘_

were made for their departure, and after bhattle of Monmouth, Col. Willet was there
they had leit their barracks tor the water by accident, and volunteered as an aid to
sid -, to embark, some person told Willet General Scott, who commanded the infan-
that th-y were cairyving off all the spare uy, In the howest of the fight he saw La

arms aod accouiiements, which they wese  Fayetie (then & very young mum alihouglh siand our feclings wwards them, We.

-
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lutionary army to him, Mr. T. remarked and saw the hatl.alim_-ﬁﬁng dowa from

] S i The pause induced thtlﬂaj&, who was a
LA FAYETTE——COL. WILLET. short red hmred man, and who from the |

be sounded; ye* who was to do it, and how | war, he had the good fortune never to re- '

a Mljﬂ ..

- A Number 238.
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Geteral) ride up, and in a voice have shown them temperately, and by the
_steady and slow, and with as much strongest and most undeniable evide

n as if nothing exciting prevail- that théy have wronged us ; that their pri-
, *Genéral, the enemy is making vateers, without authority have captured

“an attempt to cat off our right wing ; march and pillaged our merchant vessels, and
/o its assistance with all your force’ So mal-treated our countrymen, and have hed
saying, he galloped off ; being exceedingly the temerity to insult and fire on our gove

; well mounted, thoagh always plainly dres- ' ernment vessels ; the consequence of which -

' sed, and very sedate for a Frecnhman. A | Was, as it always will be, their immediate
subsequent intimacy between them took ' capture. The justice of our expostulations,
place, which at this day is not impaired ; . @ well as' determination, therefore, they

.and if La Fayette carries his determination | cannot dissent 'from—we can prove the

of visiting this country into effect, no citi- | one and enforce the other. The good un~

zen will met with a reception equal to his.

derstanding between Capt. Spence and

Col. Willet was the first sheriff of New- | the Spanish Governors, (who show us eve
York, and held the office at several dis- | ery civility,) has paved the way to an ap~

tinct periods, afler serving at each of bis
four years ; he was also a member of the
legislature, and then mayor of the city,
and in every sitnation exhibiting firgness,
integrity and good sense.. At the advanced
age of 83 years, he enjoys good bodily
health, a svund memory, and has no small
gratification in witnessing the rising glory
and eminence of our country.

But to the letter of the Marqgnis La
Fayette ; we had to press Colonel Willet
for permission to publish it, he indulging
in delicate scruples which would be in or-
der for a young man ; but every thing rela-
ting to the revelutionary war is of deep in-
terest to the present generation, and the
surviving patriots, together with every
documentary evidence of their principles
& services, are the property of the country,

PArrs, July 15, 1822.
My Dear Sir—1I avail myselfof a good
opportunity to remind you of your old
friend and fellow soldier, in whose heart,
no time or distance can abate the patriotic

remembrances and personal affections of

our revolutionary times. We remain but
too few survivors of that glorious epoch,
in which the fate of two hemispheres has
been decided. It is an additional monitor
to think more of the ties of brotherly friend-
ship which'united us. May it be-in my
power before I join our departed compan-
ions, to visit such of them as are stiltinha-
bitants of the United States, and to tell
you personally, my dear Willet, how af-
fectionately, i
I am your sincere friend, b
LA FAYETTE.
———— - < —

- From the National Inteliigencer.
EDITORS’ CORRESPONDENCE.

U. S..Ship Cyane, Harbor St. John's,
Porto Rsco, Aug. 31, 1522,
¢ A recollection of my promise to make
you acquainted, during my absence from
the United States, with any events that [

thought would be interesting to you, indu-
ces rie to offer you some account of eir- |

cumstances that have lately transpired
here, and the impression they bave made
on the Spauniards. The Cyane arrived af-
ter a safe and pleasant voyage (all well)
of 24 days from Hampton Roads, at Peorto
Rico, where it seeuis our arrival was as
well timed as it was ever possible for any
vessel to be in any  port.  The very day
previous to our arrival, intelligence had
reached Porto Rico of the capture of one
of their favorite privateers, the Panchita,
by the Grampus, €apt. Gregory; some
wounded men also were brought to the
Island who suffered in the action; the cir-
cumstance of the capture of their vessel,

countrymen, had so aggiavating an efiect

masse, and threatened vengeance on all
Americans in the Island, in. retaliation for
what they deemed an/outrage on their flug
and country. Three A:serican vessels at
the time were lying in port, and there
were several Americans also setiled on
shore as commercial agents. Oar country-

parent, and I believe real, reconciliation
of the populace to us again; we walk the
streets now ddily, and meet every civility
(rom the populace we desire; the a.ilitar

particularly are more civil to us than

have ever known them to be in any other
Spanish port, of which 1 have been in seve
eral. Yesterday Mr. Simmons, an Amer-
ican gentleman settled in Porto Rico, in-
'vited Captdin Spence and his officers .to
1 an entertainment at his house, where beth
the civil and military Governors of the
Island met Capt. S. as a mark of respect
—which, the Spaniards say, was the grea
test condescepsion ever shown to any pab-
lic officer who has visited the Island. [

much pleased with the dignified and cour-
teous deportment of therespective Govern-
ors, which I have before remarked. Toasts
of a patriotic kind, complimentary to our
respective government and rulers, were
drank on the occasion.

. % 'The harbor and towr: of St. John’s the
capital of the Island, are botn fortified with
prodigious strength, and are, perhaps, the
strongest fortified of any place iu the West
Indies, Havana excepted. The lIsland of
Porto Rico is beautiful and fertile ; its chief
bprt:iductions are rum, sugar, and coffee, for
which the American merchants are the
principal traders. It is one of the most
healthy in the West Indies; since we have
been here we have heard of no sickuess,
either amongst the natives or foreigners, in
the Island.”

0@

New-Yorx, Sepr. 28.

LATE axp IMPORTANT FROM THE SPAN.
ISH MAIN.

" The brig Mattewan, Capt. Coffin, arrive
ed here last evtening. in 14 days from U ure
racoa, via Porto Rico, and 3 daysfiom the
latter ; having lost Ler fore topmast, &,
in a white squall, on the aight of- the i7th
of September, in the Mona Passaye.
The Editors of the Comuercial Advers
tiser are imdebted to their iriends Capt.
Cofiin and R. W. Folger, for the toilowing
important intellizence. It will be seen
that the U. S. schooner Alligator, Licnt.
' W. H. Allen, which lately sailed fiom this
port, has captured the Xpanish piraticd
, brig Polome, of 16 guns and 120 men.
i On the 26th August, Gen. Morales pase
sed the harbor of Curracoa, with bt cn
_sail of vessels ; his flag ship being the Mo-
_riton of 18 guns. The fleet had on board
{ 1100 troops, destined against \taracaibo.
| The next day, they landed at Los Taques,
' to make up a band of Guerrillas. [ Taques
" lies ten miles to the eastward of Coro.—

They were so warmly received by the
" troops composing the legion of Carabobo,
'under command of Gen. Davie, that they
; were obliged to make a precipitate retreat,
. with the loss of eighty-five men; then they
- steered to the eastward.

On the 10th September, at one o’clock

| p- m. part of the expedition disembarked

"their troops at Biahunda, on the Indian

up Broadway as high as John street, where | turning to the 2d chapter of Joel, he read ;and the appearance of their mutilated oaet aad commenced n geaeral pillage, —

From the reception they met with from

teed and stacked their arms, It wasthen . ¢ But I will remove far off from you the A an the feelings of the populace, or lower . (e aborignes of the country, they thouglit
apparent that some definite line of conduct ! porthern army, and will drive them into a j order of pecple, that théy rose almost en | roper (0 re-embark and iry the streagili

| of ' Bassora, which lies betwern Tocacas
and Maracaibo: this insignificant post,
‘ they made themselves mastegs of.

On the 29th August the Colombian for-
, ces marched from Coro, for the protection
- of Maracaibo. Accounts from Maracaibo
to the 10th Sept. state, that the place is

men were much alarmed, as well as in real | prepared at every point for an attack from

danger; two were assailed by some ruf-
fians, but fortunajely escaped unhurt, by
prudently retreating. ‘The Englishmen
in the place were also in no less danger
thun the Americans, for they were abused

! and threatened likewise. Our appearance’
- during this popalar commoticn seemed to ‘they plundered $1000 in cash, and then

sull it. Capt. Spence immediately had
communication with the military and civil

ous officers. V. hat were the official com-
from the result and the circumstanccs atten-
ding the negotiation, there must have been

much courtesy and good understanding

civil and military of the Island. A tem-
perate, though firm policy appears always

. the wisest, which I should judge from the

megotiation above mentioned. A few days
scemed sufficient to place ps on the most
amicable footing ; and-the proud Span-
iards appear now (o strain points of cour-
tesy with us, as they are made to ander-

é

| the enemy.
- The fleet of General Morales pursues a.
. system of pifacy A Dutch brig, and &
schooner belonging to Curracoa, were cape
tured by the Moriton, and robbed of every.
moveable article; and from the schooner

released them both. This occurred on the
80th August off Aruba.

tioned at New-York, about 300 strong, ' the eye, he’ll be afraid to lo_ek at you in | Governors o_f t!'xe place, ‘both of whom ap: | (g the 11th Sept. the Spanish schooner '
which observed these revolutionary move- | return; reserve your fire till you come . pear to be dignified, polished and courte- Tnu&, arrived at Carracoa from Porto Rie"

¢o. She imformed that General Latorre

fears for their safety, and therefore kept in Io[ you will be hurt; I’ll bring you all back ' munications I do not know; but judging had arrived safely. ! She also gives the fole

lowing pleasing intelligence : .
That on the Gth Sept. in the Mona pas-.

4 : " Mg gage, the U. S. schr. Alligator, fell o with
ted whether they would permit them to de- | such a measure, were wofully beaten ; and | between our Captain and the GoYerniors, g4 aiter an action captured, the _

piratical brig Polome, of 16 gurs and: 18¢
men. She reports the loss on botly #i:s‘
to be severe B e

—e
FROM THL BRAZILS. :

Bavtwrore, Serr. 30,
By the brig Doris, Capt. James Beard,
arsived at this port on Saterday, in the re

was present at the entertainment, and was -
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