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Committee appoint ed to prepare
ofws,mqf General Education.
und'"ignef’ c_lilreﬂed ::y_-a ru():u.
last Legislature, to prepare a
rmltof :‘;:nem of Public Education, for
-t ion of poor or indigent paren-
wetfolly REPORT—
:;‘i‘:?;[ghougl}; extensive plpm of Poblic
' Edeation, supported by munificent appro-
ratiois, have bee? in su_ccessful opera-
tioa in many of the States, for a c.nsidera-
ble period, yet nc one, thu.l they have had
50 npPOTLUDItY of E:ons:denng,' seems to be
pdapted in its details, to the civil divisions
of this State, the extent of its territory, or
ihe rcatiered residence .c_‘f its population. |
One indispensable requisite in any plan to
beadopted is, that it shall be calculated to
 gifuse equal benefit throughout the whole
Sate, and, extend its salutary influence |
o the greatest possible proportion of the
and indigent of évery county. Other
States have been' enabled to avail them-
glvesof the preexisting divisions of lown-
ships, parishes, and ecclesiastical societies,
converting  them ioto school districts,
which, from’ the fullness of ¢heir papuiuumf,
they have oftener beeu obliged to sabdi-
vige, for the purpose of avoiding too numer-
ous a collection of scholars fof one teacher,
than 1o combine for the sake of procuring a
sufficient number. o some of the States,
ope sixth, and in others, one lourth, of the
entire pupulation is receiving instruction,
snnually, in common schools alone ; and
20 decided and usn-quivocal have been the
beneficial effects, ol these institations, |
n the morals and intelligence of the ci-
tizons, and -the cousequent prosperity of |
the Mates where they have been bes: sus-
tained by public patronage, that an univer-
sal eonviction has resulied, that the atten-
tion of an enlightened Legislature could
ny 0 diawi to 4 subject more momentous |

)

il its natwre, or moge vitally conducive to!
the stab iy, and only solto giory of a free
wernment.

. I'he lirst obstacle to be surmoanted, is
tbat presented by the inequality of the
coufies, both in extent and population, as
relative 10 each other 3 and, in many of
the counties, the deusi.y of the population
in some parts, and its thinness in others.
This difficalty can only be eff~ctually obvia-
10 by a law founded upon a local know-
wedge of all the couuties, though it is proba-
Me thai such a law might be passed upon
vie assumed basis of the existing disiricts
for miliva companies. Upon this branch
of thie subject, it is thereivre respectiully
Jubmitied. -

1. That the whole State shall be laid off
by law, into convenient school districts.

2, That tire Justices ot the Peace for
each county in the State, shall, annualy,
and af the same Court when the Sheriff
elected, and 1mmediately before bis elec-
tion, choose by ballot, a majority of the
Justices bemg present on the beuch, not
Jess than twelve, nor more than fourteen
persons, who are eiher Magistrates or
freeholders of the county residing therein,
who, when elected, shall coastitute the
school commissioners for that connty.

3. No ballot shall be counted, unless it
hav~ writien on it a vumber of names equal
® the number of persons to be chusen at
tiat balloting, nor skall any one He deemed
slected, unless he receive a mujority of all
tue voies given 10 at the bailoting.

4. The person first chosen at the elec-
$ion of any ol the said school commission-
ersor it there be more than one chosen at
the bailoting, when a choice shall be made,
the person having the highest number of
votes shall be deemed chairman of the
Board 3 and for the purpose of ascertaining
this with precision, the Cierks of the €oun-
ty Courts shall enter on their minutes, the
result of each balloving. Bui when the
commissioneis are chusen, they may, at any
meeting, elect any other individaal theis
<hairman, which choice they shail certify,
under their hands to the nexi Countv
Court, that the Clerk of ‘which may enter
#he same on record,

5. T'hat the said school commissioners,
shall i convenient time after their election,
appoint not less thaa three freeholders, nor

more than five, in every school district in
thew - respective counties, as a school dis-
trict committee, whose duty it shall be 1o
examine insjructors, displace such as are
incompetent, ¥isit the school at such times
and ‘as often as they think necessary, and
tequire oi the waster such exercises as may
thew - their progress in lcarming. They
may also expel scholars in case of misbe-
haviour ; and no - schoolmaster displaced
b them, or scholar expelied, shall be ve~
Seived at any other school establisbed by
this law. But the schoolmaster or scholar,
Way:appesi from the sentence of the dis-
Wict commitiee to the school commissioners
of the county whose deeision on the case
ahall be aal, %

free white persong) residing within the dis-
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committee, as soon as possible after their

| appointment, to convene, alter ten days no- |

tice, at two public places in their respeciive
counties, the frecholders (or free white .
persons) residing in such dstiict, for the
pucpose of selecting a convenient scite for
the district school, and when the selection
is made, the district commitiee shall cestity |
the same to the chairman of the school com-
missioners. :
' When it shall be so cenifi=d to the |
schaol commissionery, thes *hill 4 § 1o us’
may be, purchase of the propricior ol the
land, the number of acres prescribed by
law, and thereon cause io be erecied Lhe
necessary buildings for a school house, and
the masters residence, and ever therealler
keep the same in due repair; and if the
commissioners and the owner of the ldnd
canuot agree as to the purchase, then {he
commissioners may have the same cpu-
demned for ‘the uses aforesaid, under the
same rules and regulativns as lands may
now be condemned by law, for the purpo-
ses of lnternal Improvement.
8. ‘That the schoolmasiers to be appain-
ted under the act shall be elected by a plu-
rality of the votes of the freeholders (or

trict; but no one shall be considered duly
elected, unless he have previously prody-
ced to the district "commitiee, who are (o
preside at the election, a certificate from the
chairman of the schoul commissioners, or
from a majority of the board, stating that
he is doly qualified 10 teach reading Eng-
lish,and the common rules of arithmetic,
viz : addition, subtraciion, mul tiplication,
division, and the rule of three or propor-
tion 3 and the p-rson producing such cer-
tificate who has the greatest number of
votes shall be deemed duly clected.

9. Wheneveg a vacancy occurs, from a-
ny cause in the appointment of schooi-
master, it shail be the duty of t:e disirict

and regulations that he eollects other taxes,
and pay over the proceeds of the sume to ' lize every movement; and enjoining the
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on the bench, immediately afier electing
the schoot commisfioness, and before they
proceed to the election of sheriff, to bor-
row, or authorise to be borrowed, a sam
adequate to the puichasing all the land and
erectiog all the buildings necessary forthe
said estublishments within their county, at
the same lime assessing on the counly a
tax or taxes, adequate to paying the inter-
es!, and per cfnt. per aonum
of the principal of the syn so0 borrowed;
thy proc-« 45 of which tgx or taxes soall be |
pleiged 10 the eredior or crediors, and
shdll not be repealed of altered until the
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counly school commissioners, to examine
any witness on gath concerning any matter -
hen and there under consideration, such
irman shall administer ‘such oath, and ;
such witness knowingly and wilfully an-
wers falsely 1o & material question, he or
she shall be guilty of perjury, and liable to
all the penalties thereof. |
14. Every county court may, either at
the beginning or end of the year, a ma-
jority of the justices being on the bench, |
make some reasonable aillowance (o s |
chairman of the county school commis«
sioners.

whole debt is paid off. | And for defraying
the yearly expeunses anddccounting for the l
same, W shall be the day o the chairman
of the schiol commissigaers to make out,
or cause th= clerk of thy siid commission-
ers to make out, an accodnt of the dis-
bursem=nts ior the preceduig - year, and o
return the same together with an estimate
of the expenses for the ensaug year to the
Coumy Court at its sessionn wheo the suc-
ceeding school commissicuers are to be
elected, and before the sane are elected 3
aud itshall be the doiy of the justices of
the said court; a majonity beiag on the
beach, immediately alter making said elec-
tion, and belvre they proceed to the elec-
ton of sheriffs, to ass~ss on their county a
tax or taxes, the proceeds of which shail be
estimated to be at leas: equal to meet all
the expenses as aforesaid ; which tax or
taxes it shall be the duiy of the sherifls of
the covaty to cullect, niler the same rules

15. The clerk of the county. courtishall
act as clerk and keep the accounts of the
county school commissioners for bis coun-
tv 3 and every sheriff shall promptly serve
all notices, by the chairman of the school
commissioners delivered to him to be ser-
ved ; but no such clerk or sheriff shall be
entitled 1o any specific compensation for
such seryices—but they shail be consider-
ed as pait of the extra services for which
county courts usually make allowances.

The foregoing detnils as to the assess-
ment and collection of a tax for the par-
pose of defraying the expense of the insii-
tution, have been entered into by the un-
dersigned, under a belief, that if the Le-
gisiature should adopt that mode of raising
a fund, it is of the utmost consequence
the success of the system, that the perfor-
mance of the duties assigned to the jusii-
ces, should be enforced by every reasona-
ble sanction, since the neglect of those du-

ties in any one county, would at once para-

the county trustee, taking duplicate re- | performance of a public duty at the peril

ceipts therefor, and retarn his acconot with !
one of the said receipts 1o the chairman of |

the county scihoonl commissioners, within

of private responsibility, is but following
the spirit of laws already in the statute
book. The natworé of the remedy assigned

i'aix monihs alter the sdid tax or taxes are ' (0 the schoolmastiers, arose from the pre-

assessed as aloresaid, under the penalty of | sumption thai they would for the most part

dollars.

And the sherfl, |

- be dependent upoun their salaries, solely,

committee to certify the same fortiwith, 1o | before entering iato office, shnll give bond | for the actual means of subsistence, and

the chairman of the school commissiorers,
who shall, thereupoun,
commiltee to convene the electors of the |

{ the purpose of appoin‘ing a successor; | ties atoresaid.

und the result of such clectiva shall De
mediately certified by the district connnit-
tee to the school commissioners. Al the
end of every six months, "the district com-
mittee shall give the schoolmaster, at his
request, a certificate, stating how long du-
ring the last six months, he has kept open
school under this act.

10. ‘The schovlmasters shall diligently
instruct the scholars, during the hcurs pre-
seribed by law, in the several branches of
learning above mentioned 3 for which they
shall be respectively entitled to dewand
snd receive from each scholar

per session 3 and if the parent, guardian or |
master, liable to pay ftor any scholar, shall, |
on demand, neglect or refuse 1o do so, the
same may be received by warrant before
any Justice of the Peace. Every such
schoolmaster shall -also be entitled foi the
time he hath kept open scaool to receve
semi-annually at the raie of dollars
per annum, to be obtained in the following
manner, viz: As soon as be has obtained
from the district committee, the certificate !
nerein before mentioned, stating the ume |
he has kept schooi wiihin the then last six |
months, and delivered the same o the
chairman of the school commissioners, it
shail be the duty of.the said chairman to
give him an order on the County Trustee l
for the money appearing due on the said
certificate, which order being countersigned
by the clerk o1 the said commissioners,’
and presented 1o the Couaty Trustee for .
pay ment, it shall be his daty instantly to
pay the same 3 and if he shall neglect or
refuse so to do, the money due thereon
may be recovered by warrant before any !
Justice of the Peace; and o the trial of |
such warrant), if six smonths have elapsed
between the assessing the tax herein after
directed to be assessed, and the issuing of
such warraut, the said Trustee shall not be
permitied to allege or plead, that he has no
funds in his hands from which the said
money ought to be paid; but judgment
shall be rendered against him, to be paid
out of his own proper goods and chattels :
and such trusige may immediately sue for
and recover the money (rom the sheriffs,
who ought 10 have collected the tax aud
paid the mongy over Lo him, either by war-
rant before agy justice of the peace, or by
suit against him and his securiuves on theit
bond. On the judgment obiained upoo a-
ny sach warrant against any pagent, guar-
dian, county trustee or sherdi, no stay of
execuiion shali be allowed. And il any
such defeadaut shall pray an appeal from
such judgment, and shall not prosecute the
same, or shall aot on the trial thereof di-
-mimish the original judgment, then the ap-
peliate court shall render_judgment against
 such defendant, for the sum originaliy re-
covered, with inierest at the rate.of

per cent. per annum until the same is paid
. with double costs. :
 11. And for the purpose of defraying
the expense oi the school establishment
hereof proposed, it shall be the duty of the

|

b6 It shail be the duty of said district
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the chuirman ol the county court, and con-

he-Cunnly  GUSIPe 10 Pwy LTuEy wider
drawn on bim by the chairman of covaty
school commissioners, as seon as the smibe
shall be presented, 15 return his account to
the said chairman, and pay over to him the
balance of money in his hands, if any, at
least fourteen days before the sitting of the
court at which said chairman is 10 make his
return as aforesaid, under the penalty of
dollars. Anwnd the said county trus-
tee, before entering into office, shall give
bond with two or more good securities, in
deuble the sum estimated as afoiesaid,
payable to the chairman of the county

court, and conditioned for the due perfor- !

mance of the duties aforesaid.

12. And if the justices of any County
Coart shail proceed to the election of She-
rifl without assessing the taxes aforesaid,
then all those who are on the bench when
such election of Sheriffl 18 made, shall be
liable 1o the sum estimated as atoresaid out
of their own property 3 aod it shall be the
duty of the State’s Attorney for the said
county to commence suit against said jus-
tices, returnable to the then next Superior
Court for any adjacent county, and said
suit shall be triable and tried at the return
term, before the said court proceeds to any
other business on the docket. And no e-
vidence shall be admiited on the trial of
such suit, except the records of the said
County Court, or a copy thereof, shewing
that the defendants were on the bench of
said court and did el=ct a sheriff without as-
sessing the tax or taxes as aforesaid, and if
Jjudgment shall pass against the defendaft,
the same shall be final to all intents nLd
purposes, without being questioned or ques-
tionable in any other court whatever. And
it shall be the duty of the clerk of the Su-
perior Court, immediately after the termi-
nation of that term, to issue and deliver, or
cause to be delivered, to the sheriff of the
county where the defendants reside, an
execution on said judgment ; and it shall
be the duty of such sheriff, within
days after the delivery, to levy the money
due on such execution, and pay it over 10
the chairman of the county school commis-
sioners, under the penalty of
dollars; and the said chairman shall apply
the said money towards defraying the school
€xpeases of the said current year.

'13. The chairman of the county school
comunissioners, may at any time visit any
district school within his coanty, and make
any order, rule or regulation, for the gov-
ernment thereof, and every order, rule or
regalation so made shall be final and con-
clusive, unless where he dismisses a school-
master or expels a scholar, in which case
such schoolmaster or scholar, or any one
in their behall, may take an appeal to the
county sehool commissioners, whose deci-
sion stall be final. And the said chair-
man shall report every order, rule or regu-
lation made by hior as aforesaid to the
clerk of the county school ¢ issioners,
and have it entered on their minares. And
if it shall be deemed onecessary, on any
such visitalion; or at & meeling of any
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' with two or more good securilies, in doable | that any delay in thg payment of them
direct the distriet | the sum esumated as aloresaid, payable to | mght prove ruinous.

It however the wisdom of the Legisla-

district in the manner above required, for | ditioned tor his doe performance of the du- ! tute should adopt other ways and means
And it shall be the duty of | for deliaying the expenses, such as crea-
ting & permiien: fund, payable out of the

i treasury, or setling apart tor the same pur-

pose, the Bunk Stock belonging to the
Public, and its shares in the several navi-
gation companies, some of which, it is un-
derstood, are about to become productive,
| then punctuality would be insured, and the
above suggestions superseded. Which is
respectiully submitted. -
JOHN LOUIS TAYLOR.
P. BROWNE,
JUS. CALDWELL,
DUN. CAMERON.
Nov. 28d, 1825.
l _ _
Moore’s iife of Sheridan.”
This is one of the most valuable publications
(of its kind) that has issued (rom thespress for
a long time. As Mr Sheridan lived during
the mos! flourishing period of English Litera-
ture, and had a clese connection with the most
‘brilliant geniu.es of his time, the work con-
scqueull:)r embraces a rich and highly inter
esting portion of literary history, bi};grapny
and anecdote,— Southern Palriot.

EXTRACT,

. the indolence and praocrastinating habits of
| Sheridan used to be related by Woodfall
'as having occurred about this time. A
| statement of his conduct in the duels [with
Capt. Mathews on account of his, S’s
elopement with the celebrated Miss Lin-
ley,] having appeared in one of the Bath
papers so false and calumnious as to re-
qoire an immediate answer, he called upon
Woodfall to request that his paper mght
be the medium ot it. But wishing, as he
said, that the public should have the whole
matter fairly before them, he thought it
right that the offensive statement should
first be inserted, and in a day or two after
be followed by his answer, which would
thus come with more relevancy and effect:
In eompliance with his wish Woodfall lost
not a moment in transcribing the calunini-
ons article into his columns—not doubring,
of course; that the refutation of it would
be furnished with still greater eagerness.—
Day after day however elapsed, and not-
withstanding frequent applications on the
one side, and promises on the other, not a
line of the answer was ever sent by Sheri-
dan—who haviag expended all his activi-
ty in assisting the circulation of the poison,
had not industry enough left to supply the
antidote, Throughout his whole life, in-
deed, be but too cousistently acted upon
the principles, which the first Lord Hol-
land used playfolly to impress upen his
son, ¢ Never do to-day what you can pos-
sibly put off till to-morrow, nor ever do
yourself what you can get any one else to
do for you.” _
Among his habits, it may not be unin-
teresting to koow, that his hours of com-
position, as long as he continoed 10 be an |
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SHERIDAN.—A corious instance of |

'''''''''

wrote. Wine, too, was one of his favorite
helps to inspiration—* I the thought, (he
would say) is slow to come,a ?_Ill of good
wine encourages it, and whea it does coufe,
a glass of goad wine rewards it.’ {
There remain among his papers three
acts of a drama, without a neme, written
evidently in haste, and with scarcely any
correction : the subject of which is so wild
and yumanageable, that I shouid not have
hesitated in referring itto the same early
date, had not the “introduction #Wto one of
ih. scenes of ¢ Dry be that tear, be hush-
that sigh,” proved it to have been produ~
ced after that pretty song was wrillen,

The chicf personages upon whom the
story turns ase a band of outlaws, who, un«
der name and disguise of devils, have taken
up their residence in a gloomy wood ad-
joining a village, the inhabitants of whicl
they keep in perpetval alarm by their 10-
cursions and apparitions. In the same
wood resides a hermit, secretly connected .
with this band, who keeps secluded within
his cave the beautiful Reginilla, hid alike
from the light of the sun and ihe eyes of
men. She has, however, been indulged in
her prison, with the glimpse of a handsome
young huntsman, whom she believes (0 be
a pbantom, and is encouraged in her beiief
by the hermit, by whose contrivanece thig
buntsman (a prioce in disguise) has beeny
thus preseated to her.

Of all Mr. Sheridan’s ginfinished designs,
the comedy which he m{di!aled on the subs
jeet of Aflceration, is that of which the a-
bandonment is most to be regretted To
a salirist, who would not confine lus ridicale
tothe mere outward aemonstration of this
folly, but would follow and detect it theo?
all s windings and disguise, there could
bardly perhaps be a more ferule theme.
Affectation merely of manuer beiag useil &
sort of acting, dues not easily admit of any
additional coloring on the stage, without
degenerating ioto farce 3 and, accordingiy,
tops and fine ladies—wilh very tew excep-
tions—are about 2s silly and tiresome in
representation as in reality. Bat the aim
of the dramalist, in this comedy, wouid

haxe Leen far more important and exten-

et and how anxiovs he was to kéep be-
tore his mind’s eyes the whole wide horj-
zon of folly which his subject opened upon
him, will appear from the following list of
the various species of Affectation whiety I
have found written by bim; exactly as [
give it, on the inside cover of the memoe
randum book that contains the only re~
maining vestiges of tiis play »

Au Affectation of Business ; of Accom-
phshments ; of Love ard Letters and Wit 5
of Music; of Intrigue; of Seosibility ; of
Vivacity ; of Science and Importauce ; of
Modesty ; of Profligacy 3 of Moroseness.?

I this projected comedy he does not
seeip to have advanced as far as even (he
invehtion of the plot or the composition of
a single scene. The memorandum-book
alluded to, on the first leat of which he had
written in his neatest hand (as il to gneour~
‘oge himsell 1 begin)—* Aleciation’; cone
taing, besides the names ol thiee of e in-
tended personages, Sir Buabbie Bore. Sig
Perigriue Paradox, and Feignwit, nothing
bul uuembodied sk-tches ol character, and
scattered particles of’ wil, which seem wait-
ing, like the impeifect iorms and seeds 10
chaos, tor the brouding of genius to vurse
them into sysiem and beauty.

The rough sketches and (ragments of
pvems, which Mr. Shendan lefi behind
biw are numerous ; but those among them
that are sufficicntly fivished 10 be cited,
bear the marks of bhaving been wriiten
when he was very youwng, and wouid not
much wterest the reader ; while of the rest
it is difficult 10 find four coasecutive lines,
that have undergoue enough of the toilette
of composition to be presentable in print.
kIt was his esuval Oractice, when he under=
touk any subject in verse, to write dowa
his thoughts first in a sort of pestical
prose, with here and there a rhyme or met=
rical line, as they might occur ; and then
after wards to reduce, with much labor, thig
anomalous compound o regalar pueny.
‘The birth of his prose being,
ready said, so dutficalt, it may be intagined
how painful was the travail of his verse,
Indeed, the number ol tasks which he (efg

| unfinished, are all sb maoy proofs of shat

despair of perfection, which those best
qoalified 1o attain it are'slways the most
Likely to feel.

~ His best bon muts are in the memory of
every one. ~ Amung those less knowa, pere
haps, is his answer 10 gen. T — relas
tive to some diffcrence of opinion between
them on the war in Spain : ¢ Well T

are you still on your high horse? sisi
was on a borse before, | am upon an éle-
phant now.”  No, T, you were pon
an ass before, and now you are upon w
MULE.? /i
We shall for the present conclide with
the following letter, addressed 10 one of hig

Siafford ¢lectors.

“ Cavendish square—Supday nig 1ty

“ Dzar Kine Jonn, ]
“ 1shall be in Siaflord i the courve of

author, were at night, and that be required

& profusion ef lights around him while be

' mext week, and if your majesty does nog

reuew ot old alliance, I shull ever agam

as we have ale .
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