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ON THE DEATH OF

JOHN ADAMS;
Welivered in Newbern on the 24:h July, 1826,
BY JOBN STANLY, Esg.

By Respected Fellow-Citigens,

In every age of the world, of which we
have record of traditior, it has been
deemed just and wise 0 manifest respect
for the memory of those whose lives have
been beneficial to their country. To
plant the seeds of patriotism and virtue
by holding up their bright examples as
public benefactors, for the imitation of
others. Under governments where the
will of ong alone stands for law, the duty
of passive obedieace to his mandate, whe-
ther directed to the benefit or the devas-
tation of the world, is generally the sole
motive to action : the good or the evil of
the design, or the consequences likely to
flow from it, enter not inte the considera-
tion of the servant ;—he looks to & title,
@ pension or a monument w0 reward his
success. ‘

Bat under a Republican Government,
where no master cogjpands and no slave
obeys, the citizen decides for himsell—
be acts for his country—a volanteer in
her sacred cause. If his motive be pure,
and his service beneficial, he has a just
claim to the rich reward of his country’s

ratitude :—'I'he reward ol honest fame,
which shall brighten with years, and be
extinguished but with the existance of the
nation ghich gave it birth.—~To perform
this sacred duty of rendering justice, of
commemorating the life, the virtues and
the services, and of consecrating the fame
of our venerable fellow-citizen, Joun
Apams, whom it has pleased.the Divine
Disposer of events to remove from this
world, we bave this day assembled.

{t was not the lot of him, who> addres-
ses you, to have been born a painter or a

t—he will not, therefore, presame, by
any aid of the pencil, 10 bestow the
charms of beaury and grace 10 cover de-
formity ; mor by any stretch of imagina-

bitation and a Mame,” by asctibing to M.

Adams abilities or virtues ne fid not pos-
scss.~To say of Mr. Adams that he was
one of the founders of our Independence
—that he was thle friend of Washington
and the disciple ¢ who leaned upoan his bo-
som’—ithat he was the compatriot and as-
sociate of Jefferson, and one of the sigon-
ers of the Declaration of Independence,
would be to pronounce the lrighest ealo-
et justice to the task you have imposed’
on me, requires an cxamination into his
history, a retrospection of the brightest
eras ol our Country :—it shall be per-
formed at least with fidelity, and under
the cheering hope that your recoliections
of the virtues and services of one of the!
first of patriots, sages, and statesmean,
may be revived, that a just feeling ol re-
verence for his memory may be awaken-
ed, and a generous ardor, 1o emulate his
virtues, may be enkindled.” But with-a
deep regret that hmmortality of fame,
however merited, is aot ia the power ol
man to begiow ; the truth, however mor-
tilying, must be admitted by all—that
“ When fame's loud trnnp has blown its prou«
dest §last,
Though long the sound the echo sleeps at last ;
And Giory, like the Phanix 'midst her fires,
Exhales her odours, blazes and expires.”
John Adams was a native of Massa-
chusetts, and was born in the year 1735,
upon the spot which had been the resi

tions, and where ne died on the late na-
tional Jubilee, at the advauced age of
Rinety-one years. The family of Mr.
Adams, though not obscare, was noy af-
fluent. Hawing acquired a liberal educa:

tion, he adopied the profession of the
daw, and soon ranked among the most

distinguished of the bar. 1a 1770, he|
was a member of the Colonial Assembly :
in 1774, he was chosen a member of
Couucil 3 but his- priaciples of liberty
rendered him obnoxious to/ the dislike of'
the Royal Goveraor, and procured him
the hoaor of the governor’s negative : in
1774, he was also elected to- the first
Continental Congress, and in\ 1773, 1o
the second, and 1776, to the third, and
served in them all. In 1776, he was ap-/

Court. - The emolaments of the office of
Chief Jastice he dechned, lest its duties

might interfere with that subject which | Gentlemea of that protession had acquired |

engrogsed all the feelings of his heart,
aod demanded all the energies of his soul
—his daties in the Coativeutal Cougress.

Atthe bar Mr. Adams was distinguish-
ed for sound |esruing, houorable prac-
tice, and virtuous independence,—A case
which displays these quailties, and iscon~
necied with the history of the revelution)|

3y
:

g&um which an Awerican can conceive, |

| Contiaental Congress, composed of dele-

er order of mea. Foe novely

— — —

the year 1770.

‘ place between some citizens of
the soldiers at |

long procession, including thé most res-
pectable inhabitants, and with every cir-
cumstance which could inflame ‘the  pas-
sions already greatly heated. Preston
who commanded, and the soldiers who
fired, were committed to prison, and char-
ged with murder. . Public excitement was
at its height and the execution of Preston
and his men seemed to be universally de-
manded, On the trial, the prisoners
were defended by Joun Apams and Josi-
ah Quincy—the aggravation given to the
soldiers, that they were abused, pelted,
and insulted, were proved, and under the

and six of his men : two -were convicted
of maaslaughter. The resalt of the trial,
says Dr. Ramsay, (1 Vol. History of the
Revolution, 91,) reflected great honor on
John Adams and Josiah Quincey, and al-
80 on the integrity of the Jury, who ven-
tured to give an apright verdict in defi-
ance of popular vpinions,”” That Mr.
‘Adams shoald underiake the defence of
soldiers, whose presence ia his Country
he considered an outrage upon her rights;
that he should demand justice for those
whom he piously hated, in opposition to
the rage of his friends whose fayor and
coafidence he had for years sought to ob-
tain, proves a degree of virtuous indepen-
dence which does ind~ed reflect the high-
est honor apon his character.

At the period'when the King of Eng-
land, in his jealousy of the growing
T:lrength and resources of these his Colo-
nies and Plantations, couceived the de-
sign of putting fetiers upon us, and subs
Jjectling our estates and persons immedi-
ately to his will, by systems of taxation
imposed by the British Parliament, where
we had neither voice nor vote 3 the virtu-

ried ioto effect, would be to rub us of our

political bondage. Mr. Adams was most
prominent among those who early resis-
ted the usurpation.. The opposition was
founded oo Principle—ihe 1axes, though
imposed, had not gone into operation—
20 man had been actually injured by them
—their evil design had not been felt. The
-people were therelore to be counvinced of
the violation of their rights by the pio-
posed Acts of Parliamept, and of the de-
struction which threatened their liberties ;
the crisis demanded the utmost exertiou
of the abilities of the patriots. ‘The atten-
tion of the people, amd of the Colomal le-
gislatures, were calied to the subject by
public writings and addresses,—( 1 l{am.
L 112, I13.)~their object was effected in
great measure by means of the press. lu
all these labours no man bore a more dis-
‘tinguished part in favor of his coantry
than John Adams—it is justice to add,
that he was aided by neafly every mem-
ber of the profession who, an every occas
‘sion in this country and in Epgland, (pars
ticularly at the Revolation of 1060y)
where the rights of Lhe people have been
invaded or threatened by the crown, have
‘employed their talents and influence 1o a-
larm the people and to deéfend their rights.
~“This is to be expected from a profession,
the science of which “ distinguishes the
criterions of right and wrong, which em-
ploys, in its theory, the noblest faculties
of the soal, and exerts, in ils practice, the
cardinal'virtues of the heart.”

' The King and his Parliament were ob-
stinate in insisting on their resolation to
| impose taxes without granting us repre-
unut;m':Lin _Parliament. British troops
were: ght over and statiooed in Bos-
| ton 10 overawe the Americans; riots and
tumults were the coosequence, end while
the British were prepanng to subjugate
us, the Americans prepared to sustain
&heir rights-and 10 defend themselves. A

gates {rom each Colony, met at Philadel-
phma, St Sept. 1774., Addresses were
arade 1o the people of Great Britain—to
the Insh people, and a Petition to the
ng The characterof this band of pa-
Ariots, permit. me 10 read from history.

¥ Oae half of the deputies which formed

the confidence of the inhabitants, by their |
exertions in the common cause. The!
‘previous measusesin their respeciive pro- |
vincés had been planned aod carried-into’,

portance of this assewbly excited upiver-

deserves to- b2 meationed o yoo = ikis

A

-

~who committed the massacre in Boston in

_“ In March, of that year, a fray took
toa,
and a party ‘of British soldiers. The
Citizens pressed apon, -and insulted the | sit
soldiers, and pelted them with snow balls | dency over the minds
‘covering stones : they dared them to fire : | 2éns, which can neithe be acquired by
ength did Gre: three of :
the. inhabitants were killed aad five dan-
gerously wounded. Thetown and country
were in great commotion. The kitled .
were buried in one vault, attended by a | your Lordships fook at the papgesiraps-

circumstances the Jury acquitted Preston |

property and to reduce us to_a siate of

{1y urged the immediate dissol{jion of ajl

the Congress of 1774, were lawyers. |{

sal altention ; amd theis transactions ren~: Mase the least impressicn.

| was a body of delega
the interests of their
ECongressof 1774 T
vated nofie to a seat |n that august as-
sembly, but such as, if addition 10 con:
siderable abilities, sed that ascen«
their fellow-citi=

birth, nor purchased by wealih.” .

.- It was these addresses and petitions of
which Lerd Chatham poke, when he
said, o the House of Lords, ' When

aritted us from Awerica, when you con-
sider their deceancy, firmuesy, and wis-
I’ dom, you cannot bui respectibeir cause,

and wish to make it your o For my-
self | mustdeclare an ! avosy, that in all
my reading and ob-ervatioj—and it has
been my r1avorite study (I have read
Toucydides and have studed and admi-
red the master states of the world) . that
for salidity of reasoning, foce of sagacity,
aud wisdom of couclusion, uader such a
complication of difficult/circamstances,
no nation, or hody ot m¢, can stand in
preference to the genepl Congress' at
Pbiladelphia.” The Ki)g and ins miais-
{ wers still porsisted ; they'were deal 10 the
! Voice of Justice and hupanity—deufl 100
i to the elogquence ot Cluiham, though of

a kind ' _ ,

“ To raise @ mortal to the skies
Or call an Angelidown.”

i So true it is, that God first deranges,
| whom he intends te desiroy.
i - Asecon Congress met at Phila. 10th
i May 1775 Of both these illustrious bodieg
'Mr. Adams was a leadiog member,  The

army was raised, andpa the 15th Jaue, |

1775, George Wasnisgton was chosen
commander-in chief of \lik American tor-
ces. Mr. Joffurson took his seat in Con-

gress, for the first time, 10 supply the va- |

, cancy occa~ioned by the death of Peyton
~of Congress, 116
" Oo#®he 7th June, 1776, Richard H.
Lee, a delegate from Virgink, moved a
" Resolution ¢ that these United Colonies
~are, and of right oughi to be, free and in-
depeadent States, and that al political
- conuection between them and Great Bri-
tain was, and ought to be, dissolved.”
| This motion was seconded by Joan
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been proposed ip Congress bui measures
some of the delegates doubted the pro-
" priety of entire separation {fom the mo-
_her Country.
ferred to a Commitiee of five, to prepare
the declaration. Thomas Jefferson and !
John Adams, were two of this Commii-
tee, and 10 them the Comuitice referred
the duaty of preparing the draft. Mr,
i Jeflerson underiook 10 draw the declara-
- tion, and produced that paper which hac
namortalized. his name, and enrolled the |
United States of America among the na-
tions of the earth.
!~ I have said the question wasg debated— |
" such was the attacirent to the free insti- :
tutions of Great Briraing free as compar-
~ed with the governments ‘then existing,
such their feelings gwards the nglisi
people; their kindred and friends, that'
- meither the people ner their delegates
. weLegnanimous for sejaration. On this
spoiat, aud of the partMr. Adams bore,
“let faithial bistory speak. _
¢ * The motion for detlaring the colo-
‘' mies free and jndependett, was first made
i in Congress, by Richaif Henry Lee of
\ Virgioia.  He was warranted in making
"this motion by the particilar instructions
of his immediate constitients, and also’
_by the general voice of thepeople of all
_the states;  When the tim¢for taking the
- subject under considerationwrived, much
knovledge, ingenuity and ebquence wese
‘display-d on both sides of thie question.
The debates were contivued for some.
time, and with great animation. [In these |
John Adaws and Joha Dicgimson, took |’
leading and opposite parts. The former |,
began one of his speeches, by an invoca- |
tion of the god of eloguence, 1oassist him’
in defending the cldims, and if enforcing
the duty of his countrymen. He strong-

!
\

Great Britam, irom the voice pf the peo- |
_Ple, from ihe necessity of the measure in
order to obtain foreign ncey from a |
 regard (o consistency, and flom the pros-
pects of glory and happi which open-
ed beyond the war, to a and inde-
pendent people, . Mr, Dickinson replied |
to this speech : he beganby ebserving
that the mewmber from | -husetts
Mr. Adams) had intrddufed his defeace
of the declaration of inde
voking an heath n

T

(¥oking the Governor of the Universe, so )
%o influence the minds of the members of
Congress, that if ‘the proposed meas
was for the benefit of erica

dered wbew, tialy - . % Pore

“more faithful to - the .war mighi “be conducted with
stituents than the vigour without it, that it would divide the _ cience ; the
public voice ele- Americans, and unite ghe people of Great | talent to demonstrate, convince, and per-

or - iati i ; N .
for reconciliation and of defeuce; and i aud treasure, it will cost to maintaia this

Uhe resolution was re- | see @ ray of light and giory,

t means; - and that posterity will tiiumph,

‘cause at its perusal |—The drawer of the
~declaration could not have appealed to

-dresses of Congress already mentioned ;
political connexion of the cdonies with | Dor need.he have sought at any parer

Dess ; it was to be supported in Cofifess ; |
_ by in« | OPPosilion was 10 be silenced, its Triends

god, bit that he should { Sonfirmed _ 2 eause upon which
begia his objecuous 16 it/ by solewaly in-| 10 this part of the business, Mr. Jeffersou | staked his * life, his fortune, and his sa~

‘seidom bestows on one individual the ca-|
qu to excel in several sciences
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. Britain against them. - He then proposed
é that some assurance should be obtained

they renounced their connection with

independence shoanld be the condition to
be offered for this ussistance. He like-

tween several of the colonies, : and.pro-
posed thar some measures for the settle-
ment of them should be determined up-
on, before they lost sight of that tribunal,
which had hitherto been ' the umpire of
all their differences.

¢ Aftera full discussion, the measure of
| declaring” the colonies free and indepen-

dent was approved, by nearly an ynani-
| mous vote. The anniversary of the day
on which this great event took place, has
ever since been consecrated by the
Americans 1o religious gratitade and so-
cial pleasures. It is considered by them
as the birth day of their freedom.”® The
declaration was resolved on and passed.

_ And thus my fellow-citizens was your
Independence secured, since for a nation
1o be free it is only neccssary that it
wills it.

_'I'he enthusiastic feelings of John Ad-
ams -are recorded in a leder writien the
day’ afier the declaration, 0 a friend,
which has been somne yeas befure the
public. It is as follows :

+ © Philadelphia, July 5, 1776.

“ Yesterday the greatest question was
decided which was ever decided amung
[ men. A resolution was passed unani-
| moasly, ¢ That these United States are,
{ and of right ought to be, free and inde-
pendent Stutes” '
| - The day is passed—The 4th of July

| 1776, will be. ble epoch in the;
| Randolph, 21st July, 1773. (& Journals | 770, will be.a memorable cpock in ihe

¢ lustory of America.

Ctivus, as the GREA 'ANNIVEKSARY
FLESTIVALI
rated as the day of deliverance, by sol

* jema acts of devoiion tv the Almighry

| God. It vught to be solemnized with
! pomp, shows, games; sporis, guas, bells,
. bonfices and illuminauvus—from ore end

qf the continent to the other, from this

poried with euthusiasm 3 but 1 am not.
‘1 am well aware of the tii, and blood,

dectaration, and support and detend these
States ; yet through all the gloom, I can
I cau see
that the end is worth more than all the

although you and i may rue—which |
hope we snall nut.  Yours, &c.
JOHN ADAMS.
- Never was there an occasion on which
a peoplwnignl more ardently rejoice.
Fhey had™fol indeed nade just suciifice
of tue lite of a tyrant ;—ihey had done
more ; they had sacrificed all tempori-
ging,policy ; they had cast off the yoke of
dependence—ihey had bawshed from
their counsels torever thai fear which
“ beways hke Freasvn.”— Histury does
uot recoid an event, the relation of which
80 thrills in every vew, since the hour,
i which
“ Bratus rose,
Refulgent trom tue stroke of Casars fate,
Amid the crowd of Patriots, and his arm
Aloft extended, fike eternal Jove

When guilt briugs down the thunder, called
aloud

©On Tully s name, and shook the crimson steel,
Aad bad the father of his Country hail,
For lo! the tyrant prostrate in the dust
And Rome again is free.” ¢

The Ueclariation of Independence maust
forever rank among the first productions
of the spirit and of the mind of man. It
Slates, 1o substance, and wib brevity, the
wrongs which Great Britain had dooe us,
and our fruitless supplications for redress.
—It is a composition of

* Thoughts that breathe and words that burn.’
What bosom does not beat in its country’s

higher authority for facts than to the ad-

spring for eloguent and glowing language,
It is pot, therelore, matter of surprise,
that the declaration adheres to (he char-
ges of these addresses, and frequently |

uses the language of the Lomplaint. The |

dewel was precious and worthy of the
splendid setting Mr. Jéfferson gave it.
But the drawing the declaration was a
small and subordinate part of she busi-

3
s

and animated. in its support.

Was nol she most prominent. Nature }

- To

.

equal{ mind, the pawer to

wise siated the disputes that existed be-| of the declaration.
vighed the rich and -splendid .diapery —
the words of the declaration ; but Adams

I am apt 1o believe |
| 3¢ will be celebrated by succeding geuera-

It oughit 10 be commemo-

—— e S —————. d———

suade, and a heast firm in thé support of
virftue and honor. . But, nature denied

- of assistance from a foreign power, before | hint the talent. of .Orafory.—Mr. Jeffer-
son never spoke in Caongress. And - -
Great Britain, and that the declaration of | therefore, as the historian informs us, in

the extract ‘already. read to you, Johuo

Adams todk the leading part in support
‘Mr. Jefidrson fur-

procured its adeption, Adams gave it lile,
and Adams bore it aloft and buffeted the
billows of opposition.—It was *¢ the voice
of Jacob, but the hand of Esau.¥ Jus-
tice awards that they divide the honor.

It will not be taken amiss, though nog
strictly within our present object; if I re-
cal to your recollection a fact, connected
| with our Independence, and which is but
iittle known among us at the present day
' —I mean the declaration of Indepen-

dence made by the citizens of Mecklen
burg County, in this State,in the year
775, ' |
| 'On the 20th May 1775, the men of
Mecklenburg County in this State, which
then included the present coanty of Ca-~
| byyus, convened on a call from the Colo-
niel of the County, and agreeing in senti-
. ment ““ that the cause of Boston was the
-caase of all § that their destinies were in+
. dissolubly connected with those of their
! Eastern fellow-citinens—and that they
must either submit to all the impositiong
"which an unprincipled, and to them an
anrepresented, Parliament might impose,
or support rheir brethren who were doom-
ed to sustain the first shock of that pow-
er; which, il successiul there, would ulti-
mately overwhelm all in the common ca-
lamity.” Tue following resolutions were
then unanimously adopted : -

“ Resolved, That whosoever directly
' or indirectly abetted, or in any way; form,

or manner, countenanced the unchartered
r and dangerous invasion of our rights, as
| claimed by Great Britain, is an enemy to
| this Country—to America—~and te inhe-
rent and isalienable rights of man.

““ Resolved, ‘That we the citizens of
Mecklenburg County, do hereby dissolve

- the political bands which have connected
uzajnm Y P J . L lrmpmtaiyy woreal
a

vlve ourselves from all allegiance to
the British Crown, and abjure all politi-
cal conoection, contract, or association,
with that Nation, who have wantonly
trampled on our rights and liberties—and
inhumanly shed the innocent blood of
American patriots at Lexington,

“ Resolved, That we dv hereby declare
ourselves a free ami  independent
people, are, and of right ouglit to be, 4
sovereign and self-governing Association,
under the conlrol of no power other than
that of our God and the General Govern-
ment of the Congress; to the maintes
nance of which independence, we sol-
emuly pledge to eachk other, our mutual

our most sacred Agnor.”

Other resolutions and bye-laws were
also udopted.—*“ After sitling in the
Court-house all night, neither sleepy, hun-
BTy, Dor fatigued, and after discussing
every paragrapn, they were all passed,
sanctioned, and decieed unanimously,
about 2 o’clock, A. M. May 20. lu a
few days, a deputation of said delegation
convened, when Capt. James Jack, of
Charloite, wus deputed as express 1o the
Congress at Philadelphia, with a copy of
said Resplves and Proceedings, together
with a letter addressed to our three rep-
resentatives there, viz. Richard Caswell,
William Hooper, and Joseph Hughes—:
Boder express mjunction, personally,’and
through ‘the state represeatation, (o use
all possible means to have said proceed-
Ings sanctioned and approved by the Ges
neral Congress, Un the retarn of Capt.
| Jack, the delegation learned that their
proceedings were individually approved
by the Members of Congress, bui that it
was deemed premature to luy them beiore
‘h HUMI”
kt 13 dae to the memories oi the patrie

they faithiully maintained ihe pledge bere
given ; they were always forward 108U, )
port the principles they had adopted; and-
no blooa flowed more freely in the ca @+
than that of the citizens of Mecklenbuig
and Cabarus Coanties. _ 2
The occurrence in this declaration of -
4th July ’76 of the very expressions used
in the Mecklenburg declaration -more
than oge ye.r belore, is very siriking 1—
it bad become the common language of
the Country. e .
M. Adams continued iv Congress, dex
voted to the cause upon which he -bad

‘cred honer,” and serving upon mos: of
the important Commitiees wnzil Decéme

© Mr. Jefi she: had Biva it beosl ,b” lmr.:;whc was electeda Come
ca; nothing | B Jeflerson she given, with prodi- |
- which he should say against- .;i -hgé"{‘l profuseness, the ﬁi‘ltfuc:lkm of the |-

missioner with Dr. Franklin and Arthae
Lee 10 negotiate with France, -
In the summer 1779, \ne objest of this

!

- {2 wopdop, 810

o vy il e
most profound subjects of science; the -

co-operation, vur lives, our fortunes, and .

ois of Mecklenburg County, 1o add, that .




