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the day and hour of thy renown, was the =
day and hour of thy dissolution. How
inseparable is now the connection between
that glorious epoch and this distinguished
citizen! Does there pot geem to have
been an especial Providence in his death ?

—The sun of that day
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ges. fo\:?‘hen the future siatesmia™ Shall -
00 a model from which to form his °
style of diplomafic writing, will he not
cease his search, and seize with avidiiy

on that offspring of the Secretary’s pen,
in his correspondence

life required a death so gloriogs.—Who
now shall set limits to his fame? On
the annual recurfrence of that glorious
day, when with pious ardour, millions yet
| unborn shall breathe the sentiments con-
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_ fortune as of no value,
" friend of man, he had studied bis rights

"genturies. TheSeason was approaching

perial Master, who hath'¢ bestrid the
earth like a Colossus,” and whose remains
are followed to the grave by the tools and
minions of his.power ? Are they the to-
kens of a ceremonious woe-a mere mock-
ery of feeliag ? Or are thejy the spoatane-
and love?
What mighty man has fallen “in Israel,
and why has Virginia clothed hereself in
moarning? The tolling of yon dismal
Bell—and the loud but solemn discharge
of Artillery, bath announced ta the nation
the melancholy tidings—Thomas Jeffer
Son.no longer lives. That glorious orb
which has for so many years given light
%0 our foetsteps, hath set in death. The
Patriot, the Statesman, the "philosopher,
the Philanthropist, has sunk \into the
grave. Virginia mourns over his remains,
and her harp is hung upon the willows. '

" Why need I say more? There is a
lauguage in this' spectacle which speaks
more eloquence than tongue can utter,
This is the testimony of a well t life—
the tribute of a nation’s gratitude. Lok
on this sight, ye rulers of the earth, and
learn from it the lessons of wisdom. Ye
-ambitious and untamed spinks, who seek
the attainment of glory byia scaflolding
formed of human suffering, $ehold a peo-
ple in tears over the funeral bier of their
benefuctor, and if true glory be your ob-
ject, be guided by the light of his example.
banner’to preseni==ao bmleﬂo_recour'u
—no sword or helinet ¢o defosit on his
bearse. 1 have to entwine a civic wredth
which pliilosophy has woven, and patriot-
otism-has hellowed. The achievements
of the wargor 7o the field, attract the at-
tention of maakind, and fasten on the
memory j while the labours of the civil-
ian too ¢ften pass unnoted and unknowa,
But not so with that man whose deglh we
shis day mourn. The results of his poli-
sy are exhibited "in all around. Al-
though his sun has sunk below the hori-
gon of this world, yet hath it left a train;
of light, which shall never bé extinguish-

ed

cOUNnt i )

.At the commencement of his successful
he mauttested the same devotion
o the Rights of Man, which he evinced
in all his after life. At an eatly day be
go distinguished himself as the firm and
fearless asserter of the rights of Colonial
America, as to draw upon himn the frown
of the Roval Governor—and _had alregdy
anticipated the occurrence ol the period,

career,

blaze in every vale, shall not the name

world. - That Kings had been made by

of Jefferson be pronounced by ev

4 ety lip |
and written on every heart ? Shall not the | ahd that thronés had been shivéred by

rejoicings of that day and the recollection | the lightnings of its wrath.—In castin
of his death, cause the smileto chase ! his eyes over the face of the Globe, he be-

its thunders to_tremble on their thrones,

away the tear, and the tear to becloud the held, it is true, the mighty spirit of Prot-

of these happy states shall bis fame be
confined ; that ‘celebrated state paper will
be found wherever is to be found the
abode of civilized man—Sounded in the
ears of tyrants, they shall tremble on
their thrones; while man so loag the
victim of oppression, awakes f[rom the
sleep of ages and burst his chains—The
day israpidly approaching, a prophetic
tongue has announced it, ¢ to some putioos
sooner, to others later, but finally tq all,”
when it will be made manifest ¢ that the
mass of mankind have not beep born
with saddles on their backs ; nor a favor-
ed féw booted and spurred, ready to ride
them legitimately, by the grace of God.”
Already has this great trath aroused
the one half of this countinent from the
lethargy in which it has so fong reposed.

ins of a superstitious idolatry. A mighty |
spirit .l_valks abroad upon theearthy, which
shall in its onward march overturn prin- |

cipalities and powers, and trample thrones ;

tion of nations, hastened on as it'will be
by the example of America, shall they
not resort to the Declaration of our
Independence as the charter of their
rights, and wijll not its author be hailed
as the benefactor of the redeemed P

But, my countrymen, this state paper
is not the only lasting testimonial which
he has left of his devotion to the rights
of man.—Where should I stop, were I to
recount the multiplied and various acts of
his life, all directed to the security ol
those righis? The Statute Book of this
State, almost all that is wise-in-policy, or
sanctified by justice, bears the impress of
his genius, and (urnishes evidence of 1hat
devotion.—I choose to present him (o you
in the light of a Mighty Reformer. He
was borm to overturn systems, and to pull
down establishments. He had a more
difficult task to accomplish than the war-
rior in the embatiled field. He had to
conquer man and bring him to a true
knowledge of his own dignity. He had
to encounter prejudices become venerabie

when the colonies should be -elevated to
ghe condition of free, sovereign and ]
independent States. Having drawn His .
principles from the fountains of a pure.
philosophy, he was prepared to essail
the slavish doctrine that man was inca-'
pable of sell government, and to aid in
building upon its overthrow, that happy
sy stemn under'which it is our desiiny to.
live. On.tHe coming of that tremendous '
storm, which for eight years desolated
our country, Mr. Jefferson hesitated not.
——halted not. Bora to.a rich inheritance,
desiined to the attainment of high distinc-
gion under the regal goveroment, cour-
gted by the aristocracy of the land, he
adventursd, with the single molive of

The devoted

in the great volume of nature, and saw
mh rapture the era near at hand, when

ghose rightsBhould be proclaimed and
ghe wormaus_ed from the slumber of

for the extension of the empire of reason
and philosophy, and the diciples of Locke
and of Sidney rejoiced at its approach.
Among his fellou laborers, those devoted
champions of liberty, those bri:liant lights
which shall forever burn, he stood gon-
spicuous. But how transcendently bright
was-that halo of glory by which he was
sérrounded on the 41h of July 1776. Oh
be it ever precioas in the recollection of
freemen ! now rendered doubly so by the
gecollection that if' was the birth-day of a
mation; and the last of him who had con-
ferred oa it immortality.— ¥ es, illustrious
man——it was givea thee to live uaul the
advent of a Nation’s Jubilee. Thy dis-

embodied spirit was then upborne by the '

blessings of ten milliogs of frcenten, and

by age—to assail error in its strong pla-
ces, and to_expel it even from its fastnes-
ses. He advanced to the charge with a
bold and reckless intrepidity, but with a
calculating coolness.—The Declaration of
which I have just spoken, had announced
the great truth, that man was capable of
self-government ; but it still remained for
him to atchieve a conquest over an error
which was sanctified by age and fortified
by the prejudices of mankind. He dared
to proclaim the important truths—* That
‘ Almighty God hath created the mind
*free ; that all attempts to influence it by
‘temporal punishments, or burthens, or
¢ by civil incapacitations tend only to be-
¢ get hypoerisy and meannesg, and are a

¢ to propogate it by coercicas on either,
¢as was in his Almighty power to do—
¢ that the impious presumption of legisla-
¢ tors and rulers, civil as well as ecclesi-
- astical, who being themselves but falli-
¢“ble and uninspired men, have assumed
¢dominion over the (aith of others, setting
¢up their own opinions and modes of
¢ thinking as the only true and inrallible,
¢ aud as such endeavoring to impose them
‘on others, hath established and main-
¢ tained false religions over the greatest
¢ part of the world and through all time.’
¢ That truth is great and will prevail, if
¢ jeft 10 hersell; that she is the proper
¢ and sufficient antagonistto error, and
¢ has nothing to fear from the conflict,
‘unless, by haman interposition, disarmed
¢ of her natural weapons, free argument
¢ and debate, errors -ceasing to be dan-
¢ gerous when it is ,permilted freely to
¢ contradict them.”—This is the language
of the Bill establishing Religious Free-

Already are the paeans of liberty chanted
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Rio de La |
Plata, and its altars are erecting on tfe ru-

smile? But not to the future millions  estantism walking on the waters, but cen-

fined and limited in its empire, and even
its gayments« dyed in the blood of the
mariyr. Over the rest of the wdrld he
beh:1d the religion of the meek and bles-
sed Redeemer, converted into a sypersti:
tious rite and locked op in a gloomy and
ferocious mystery. The sentence of the
terrible inquisitor sounded in his ears,
followed by the chains and the groans of:
the victim. If he looked in the direction
from whence the sound proceeded, he saw
the fires ol the auto-de fe consuming the
agonized body of the oflender and thus
finishing the last gfthis terrible “tragedy.
—He felt the full force of this picture,
and regardless of all personal danger set
“about the accomplishment of the noble
"purpose of setling free the mind. He
who had so much contribated to the un-
 binding of the hands of his countrymen,
would have left his work unfinished if he
!md not also unfetiered their consciences.
[rue, he had in all this great work able
coadjuters who, like himself had adven-
turedallfor their connatry, but he was the
gre aptain who arrayed ihe forces and
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conscience was created free—tlibt he is
no longer accountable to his fellow man
for his religious opinions, being responsi-
ble therefor only to his God—that it is
impious in mortal man whethér clathed in
purple or in lawn, to assume the judg-
ment seat 3 that the conuection between
Church and State is an unholy alliance
and the fruitful source of slavery and op-
pressiou ; and bet it be dissolved, What
an imperishable monument has Mr. Jef-
ferson thus reared to his memory, and
how strong are his claime to our gratitude.
When from every part of this extended
republic, the prayers and thanksgiving of
countless thoasands shall ascend to the
Throne of Grace, each bendihg at his
own altar, and worshipping his Creator
after his own way, shall not every lip
breathe a blessing on his.name, and every |
tongue speak forth his praise? Yes, he
was born a blessing to his country, and in
the fullness of time shall become a bles-
sing to mankind. He was, indeed, a pre-
cious gift, a most beloved reformer. Shall
we not then, while weeping over liis loss,
offer thanks to the giver of every perfect
gift for having permitied him to live ?

But, my countrymen, we have still fur-
ther reason for the deepest gratitude. He
had not yet finished his memorable el-
fortsin the cause of human liberty. The
temple had been reared, but it was yet
exposed to violent assaults from without.
—Those principles which in former ages
had defeated the hopes of man, snd had
overthrown -republics, remained to be
hunted oui, exposed and guarded against.
The most powerful of these was the con-
centratiop and perpetuation of wealth in
the hands of particular families, and the
creation thereby of an overweening aris-

calated to engender, and the homage
which mankind are unhbappily o much
dishonored as to render it, causes the per-
petuation of larger fortunes in the hands
of families, the most fearful antagonist to
human liberty, Marcus Crassus had said
that the man who aspired to rule a re-
public, should not be content until he
had mastered wealth sufficient to main-
tain an army, and Julias Casar paved
the way to the overthrow of Roman li-
berty by the unsparing distribution, from
his inexhaustible siores of largesses to the
people. Mr. Jefferson saw, therefore,
the great necessity for reformation in our
municipal code, and the act abolishing
entails and that regulatiog descents are
in all their essential features, the offspring
of his well constituted intellect’ “He has
acted throughout on the great principle of
the equality of mankind ; and his very

dom, and is to he found on -our Statute
Book. How solema sod subliwe, and

| tion Of that equality among hi; country-
| men. How powerful in its operation

effort has beea directed to the preserva- | P

.quality amongst the citizens of that re-
nowned repablic, by various measures,
all of which ultimately failed—but, here

g | 's a measure which cannot fail—a mea-

sare which depends not upon veneration
for the character of any ore man, but
lays hald of the - affections, and records
Its own perpetuity in the great volume of
nature—a measure which will every day
more compicuously develope its beauties.
One, withsat which the blood shed in
the revol@ion would have been /shed in
vain—witheut which the glories of that
struggle wotld fade away, or exist but as
another prod| of man’s icapacity for self
government.\ What more shall I say of
it? May I mot call it that great meas-
ure, which to sur political, like the sun
to ougsplanetery, sysiem, imparts light
Neals. unv¥&\ls all) its beauties and
manilests 18 strength?  Tel me then,
ye destinies that control the future, say
is not this man’s hhme inscribed in ada-
mant! Say, meuof the present age, yet
lovers of hberty, y¢ shining lights from
amid the gloom of the world, say, does
Virginia claim too much when she pro-
nounces her Jefferson wiser than the law-
givers of antiquity ?—Tell me then, men
of America, have you not lost your fa-
ther, your benefactor, your best feiend ?
And you, the men & other constries,
where the light of his example is now

lamps in the mighty blaze of bis fame
and distribute the blessings of his exis-
tence around you ? '

Here then 1 might stop. The cause
of this mournful procession is explained —
the picture might be considered as per-
fect.—His claim to the gratitude of
mankind is made manifest, and his title

to immortality is established. But his

labours did not here cease. I have still
to exhibit him to you in other lights than
those in which we have regarded him—
to present other claims to your venera-
tion and gratitude. Passing vver those
incidents which his history has already
recorded, let us regard him while in that
station, which I now fill, more by the
kindness of the public, than from any
merit of my own. We here recognise in
him the able vindicator of insulted A-
merica, against the sarcasms of Europe-
an philosophy. Indulging in the visions
of a fallacious theory, it was atiempted to
be proved that the flush which nature as-
sumed on the other side of the Atlantic,
was converted on this continent into the
cadaverous aspect of disease and degen-
eracy. That, while she walked abroad
over the face of Europe, in all her beau-
tiful proportion, here she hobbled on
crutches and degenerated into a dwarf.
How successfullv he threw beck this
slander upon our calomniators, let the
world decide. His Notes on Virginia,
will ever bear him faithful witness, Slan-
ders upon nations make the deepest and
most lasting impression. They fall not on
one man, but ona whole people, and if
not refuted, tend to sink them in the
scale of existence. If under any circam-
stances they are to be depreacted, how
much more are they 10 be so, when pub-
lished against a nation nut even in the

that day. Shut out from free intercourse
with Europe, by the monopolizing spirit
of the parent state, she had remained un-
known to the world, and was regarded
as an extensive wild, within whose bosom
the fires of genius and of intelect had
not as yet been kindled—Mr. Jefferson
saw then the injary which she would sus-
tain if these slanders remained unrefuted.
Vigilant at his post, and guardul of the
interest of the states, he encountered the
most distinguished of the philosophers of
Europe, and his victory was complete. It
was answer enough for him to bave said,
what in substance he did say, that in war
we had produced a Washington, in phy-
sicks a Franklin, and in astronomy a

!
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Rittenhouse—and it his triumph had pot |sig
then been esteemed complete, might we
not add with a certainiy of success, that
in philosophy and politics America bad
roduced a Jefferson.

In all the vurious stations which be af-
im'vliftlsﬁl,l«.'tl‘urc: find him laboring an-

these United States, he furnished the mo-
del of an adminstration conducted on the
purest principles of republicanism. He
sought no! to enlarge his powers by con-
struction, but, ceferring every thing to
his conscience, made that the standard of
the constitutional interpretation. Regar-

' ding the government in its true and beau-

tiiul light of a confederation of states, he
could not be' drawn from his course by any
of those splendid conceptions which shive
but to mislead. He extinguished $33,-
000,000 of the national debt—enlarged
the boundaries of our territorial jurisdic-
tion, by the addition of regions more ex-
tensive than our original possessions—
overawed the Barbary Powers, and pre-
served the peace of the nation amidst the
tremendous convulsions which then agi-
tated the world. I will dwell no longer
on this fruitful topic, nor indulge my
feelings. Party spirit is buried in his
grave and 1 will not disinter it, The
American people will as one man look
with admiration on his character, and
dwell with affectionate delight over those
bright incidents in his life to which 1 have
already alluded.

Thus, then, my countrymen, in the
69th year of his age, he terminated his
political career and went into the shades
of retirement at /Meaticello. But unlike
the politicians of otherdays, who had fled

voted to the sciences, the last of his la-
bours, reared under his auspices, and
cherished by his care, testify to this.
How choice and how delightful this" the
last fruit of his bearing ! How lasting a
monument will it be 1o his memory ! It
will be, we may fondly hope, the per-
petual pursery of those great principles
which it was the business of his life 10 in-
culcdte. The Youth of Virginia and the
Youth of our Sister States, to use his own
beautiful language, ¢ will bring hither
¢ their genius 10 be kindled at our fire,”’—
¢ The good Old Dominion, the blessed
¢ Mother of us all, will then raise her head
¢ with pride among the nation.’

When History shall, at some future
day, come to draw his character, to what
department shall she assign him? Shall

' she encircle his brow with the wreath of

civic worth ? Or shall Philosophy weave
a garland of her own? He is equally
dear to all the sciences. In mournful
procession they have repaired to the
Tomb where his mortal remains are in-
urned and hallowed the spot—Yes, hal-
low’d be the spot where he rests from his

sweeping in its resistless course countless
generations from the face of the earth,
yet shall the resting place of Jefferson be
hallow’d—like Mount Vernon, Monticel-
lo shall catch the eye of the way farer
and. arrest his course. There shall he
draw the inspirations of liberty, and learn
those great truths which nature destined
bim to know.

Is not then this man’s life most beao-
tifully consistent ? - Trace him from the

[ period of his earliest manhood, to the

hour of his final dissolution, and does nut
his ardour in the prosecution of thegreat

‘15"—".”; . "y . » . a .

! the cause of his country and | ¢ departure from the plan of the boly au- | tocracy.—The fatal influénée of this|™S : :
¥ :fd;:?:;zgfmdum, ioto that perilous con- | ¢thor of our religion, who being Lord | principle bad been felt in ail ages and in E:‘zi‘eﬂ‘l’én"‘:"‘:g:d;t ‘::::;;:; ':;“L‘:‘:_:: ::"'::‘ ‘:‘;‘:“"::{;J'gz:;’ ;::l::uze"';' ";":;'
L gest, throwing into the scale his life and | ¢ both of body and of mind, yet chose not :laln?t:?;:;e:; h:::‘:e'ﬁ:l!::gi’ol;o pr:ljl :t.nﬂ Siit was t’he condition of America st |it not be said that be has lived only for

the good of others? Look upon him in
the last stage of his existence. But a
few days before his death he exults in the
happiness of his country and the full con-
firmation of his labours. With the pros-
pect of death before him, suffering un-
der a cruel disease, he offers up an im-
pressive prayer for the good of mankind
—when speaking of the then approach-
ing jubilee, in writing to the Mayor: of
Washington, he says-* may it be to the
world what I believe it will be, the signal
of arousing men to burst the chains an-
det which monkish ignorance and super-
stition had persuaded them to bind them-
'selves, and to assume the blessings of
free government”—and it shall be that
ignal ; a flood of light has burst wpon
the world, and the Juggernauts of super-

melt -in Hts brightness.—Will JO!I: ltl:ok
upon him, my counirymen, in the lasi
moments of his existence ? Shall | make
known (@ yow his fond soacern lor yoo

“world. f_ beun.' ; 'i'fnl I d, i

labors—wave after wave may roll by,

stition, aud the gloom of ignorance, shall*




