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[From the * Pualpit."] :
Literary Excellence, &c. of the Bible
generally.
¢ It has God for its Author; Salvation for,
itsend ; and truth, without any. mixture of
errov, for its matter.” [Locke
Of the Bible, it mayv be trulv said, that
in whatever way we regard it, it is the ne

plastultra of excellence. If we laok at it
as a mere literary prodaction, it stands
pre-eminent over every other volume in
the world; or if we regard it asthe re-
vealed word and will of God, then, in-

deed, it is “quick and powerful, piercing |
even to dividinr assunder of soul and

spirit, and of the joints and marrow 3" or
whea we look at itas a system an

what a thesaurus of golden roles is this
one book ! - In all thinos it is the Chris-
tian’s treasury,  whether in the letter or
in the spirit; amd there are thousands
who have experienced an ezhaustless
source of spiritual and intellectual enjo. -
ment in their practical stady of this bles-
sed volume ; so that it was justly re-
marked by a late eminent divine,® that
¢ the most learned, acute, and diligent
student, cannot, in the longest life, obtdin

an entire knowledge of this one volume;

because, the: more deeply he works the
mine, the richer and more abundant he
finds the ore.”

As a literary produciion, beauty of ex-
pression, utmaosi sublimity of imagery, un-
equalled grandeur of idea, the most har-
monious periods, the sofiness and melli-
¢ fluousness of its verse, and the eloquence
and cogency of every component part,
are the characteristics of the Bible.—
Viewed in this point, where is the author
or the volume that has half so engaged
the attention and labours of mankind ?
Homer, Euripides, Xenophon, Menan-
der, Virgil, and many others, have, in-
deed, all employed the abilities and la-
bours of past ages, and volume after vol-
ume have heen composed, in annotation
and comment, upon various volumes of
those geniuses of anfiquity 3« but what is
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‘who knows how to act, to suffer, and fo -tribgtes of the-Supreme Being. The'first
dje, without weakness and without osten- ~of these fills the mind  with the idea of vernment,and in the histary of other go-

tation ?” O infidelity ! that, self-convic- ' his immensity in the largeness, distanices, vernments ; and of course, so many pub- |
ted and self-hardened, are thus, Balaam- | and number of the heavenly bodies ; the, lic ins

like, constrained to praise where thou
didst intend to scoff ! _

But to return; where,. in the whole
massy volumes of antiquitv and modern
times, where do we find any thing that
may be placed in competition with the
scriptures in point of sublimity 7 Where
is there any thiog like that celebrated
picture of tHe horse in Jab—that has

] baflled the imitative attemnpts of the Au-

gustan and all other ages? Where do
we find the song of Deborah and’ Barak
equalled ?

the holy song of Moses; and the timbrel |

of Miriam ; or aught like that, justly en-

d g (titled ¢ The Song of Songs, which is

: 9. P99
guide, in all wvicisvitudes .and changes, Solamon's !

Are not these the very
voice and language of the soul ? - Or “did
we ever find,”’ say an eloquent divine,T

¢ gsorrow flowing forth in such a natral

prevailing pathos, as in the lamantions of
Jeremv !—one would think, that every
letter was wrote with a tear ; every word
was the voice of a braakiog heart; tha! the
author was a man compacled of sorrows,
disciplined to grief from his very infancy;
one who never bréathed but in sighs, nor

spoke bat in a groaa !” _
' W. H. B.

t Dr. South’s Sermons, vol. iv. p* 31.

’ [From Dick’s Christian Philosopher ]

The economy of the human frame,
when urioggly contemplated, has a ten-
dency to excite admiration and  astonish-

ment, and fo impress us with a sense _of; bout' ten times as much. Fifty years ago,
our continual dependence on @ Superior | our exports of linens were about four
What an imimense multiplicity | millions of yards ; they are now nearly

Power.
of machinery must be in action to enable
vs. 10 breathe, to feel, and to walk!
Hundreds of bones of diversified forms,
connected together by varinus modes of
articulation ; hundreds of muscles to
pradace motion, each of them acting in
at least ten different capacities ; hundreds
of tendons and ligaments to connect the
bones and muscles ; hundreds of arteries
to convey the blood to the remotest part
of the system ; hundreds of veins to bring
it back to its reservoir, the heart: thou-

this, compared with the atteation whielr‘_mnds of ponds secreting humours of va-

the Bible has excited? What are all
these compared with what has been writ-
ten on the contents of this blessed book ?
they are but as a partial drop of water in
an universal sea! Not to mention, in-
deed, that many of those great authors
themselves read and borrowed many of
their grand ideas from the sucred writ-
ings 3 thus, Homer séems to have copied
the-idea of his list of warriors from the
enumeration of David’s worthies — Virgil
has, it is well known copied the subject
of the fifty-third chaprer of Isaiah for the
tireme of his * Polio,” and many others.
The works of Plato and Socrates afford
ample proofs that the Bible has been the
subject of admirativn and imitation in all
ages. Longinus bore ample testimony,
and affirmed it to be the very excellent
of excellencyy and divine ! Nay, more;
even infidelity has been constrained to
admire, while it contemned the sacred
oracles of the Mos! High, and seems to
have felt conscious of its wrongfulftess,
in rejecting them as the rale of life, and
guid- to Heaven. Let us hear the senti-
. ments of that well known sceptical writer,
. Mr. Guuss :

«“Ja Christ' we have an example of a
gniet and peaceable spirit; of a becom-
ing modesty and sobriety ; just and hon-
est 3 upright.and sincere 3 and, above
all, of 2 most gracious and benevolent
temper aad behaviour. One who did no
wWieng, 00 injury to any man ; n whose
mouth was no guile; who went about
“doing good, not only by his preaching
aud ministry, but alse in curing all man-
ner of disenses among the people. ‘His
life was a beautiful piciure of human na-
ture, when in its cative parity and sim-
plicity, and shewed at once, what excel-
lent creatures men would be, when under
the influence and power of that gospel
which he preached 10 them.” Astonish-
ing! that man shoeld force himself be-
yond his own conviction, to be an infidel !

Bat let us hear the celebrated French
¢ naturalist, RoussEAu ;:—

I confess that the majesty of the
scriptures, and. the holiness of the gospel,
greatly affect me. View the books of

the philosophers with all their pomp,

how Jittle do \huey. appear placed beside
this ! -Is it possible that a book, at once
so sublime and simple, can be the work
- of men ?. Is it possible that he, whose
history it records, can be but a mere
man ? Does he speak in the tone of an
enthysiast, or of an ambitious seclary P—
whal wmijldoess, what purity in his man.

- wers! what persuasive grace in-his .in
Btructions !~—what * elevation in his max-
ms! what proféund Qlliom‘in his -dis-
cowrses | what presence of mind; what
® Rey, T, Ssm}

rious kinds from the blood ; thousands

of lacteal and lymphatic tubes absorbing
aod conveying hatrivent 10 the circula-
ting fluid ; milllons of pores through
which the perspiration is continuvally is-

suing 3 an iofinity of ramification of

nerves diffusing sensation throughout all
the parts of this exquisite machine ; and
the hieart at every pulsation exerting a
force, of a hundred thousand pounds, in
order to preserve all this complicated ma-
chinery in constdkt operation! The
whole of this vast system of mechanism
must be in action, belore
across our apartiments !

operation of a steam enginejand ihe force
it exerts. But thoogh it is donstructed of
the hardest materials which the mines can
supply, in a few months, some of its es-
sential parts are worn and deranged,
even although its action should be fre.
quently discontinued. . But the animal
machine, though constructed, for the

e can walk
admire the |

| Regisier, ¢ the people of Great Britais

Where is there a parallel to was a matter of incredulity.

| tive and foreign, was jast fifteen wmillions
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most part, . of the softest and most flab-

by substances, can go vn without inter-
mission in all its diversified movements,
by might and by duy, fur the space of
eighty or'a hundred years! the heart giv-
ing ninety-six thousand €trokes every
twenty—~four hours, and the whole mass
of blood rushing throogh a thousand pipes
of all sizes every four minutes! And is it
man that governs these nice and compli-
cated movements ?  Did Ae set the heant
in motion, or endue it with the muscular
force it exerts ?  And when it has ceased
_ to beat, can ke command it again to re-
sume its functioes ? Man knows neither
the secret springs of the machinery with-
{in him, nor the half of the purposes lor
i which they serve, or of the movemenits
( they perform. Can any thing more stri-
kingly demonstrate our dependence every
moment on'a Superior Agent, and that
ais “m God we live, and move, and

the machinery within us, and over which
, we'have no control, either broken or de-
' ranged, a thousand movements might in-
_stantly be interrupted, and our bodies
left to crumble into the dost. - :
It was considecations of this kind . that
led Ahe celebrated physician Galen, who
~was askeptic in his_youth, publicly to
acknowledge that a Supreme Intelligence
“must have operated in ordsmning the laws
by which lwing beings_ are constracted.
Aund he wrote his excellent treéatise « On
“the ases of the parts of the human framey”
as a solem hymo to the Creator of the'
_world. « ] first endeavour from His
works,” he says, “tp know myself}*af-
terwards by the same means (o show him
1o othérs; 10 inform them; how great: is

]

+his wisdom, nis' gooduess, his power.” |

| Ttie lave Dr. Hunter bas vbserved, that'
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| former, including Cougress, from States
| and Territories, probably amount to four
' thousand.  There are 216 members of

 Councils of the several Territories, will

have out being 7 Were a single pin of | Bkt Yo cupyidesed. Inhoting e the Pt

| classes in the great scheols of political

" on an average four terms, at least, a year,

‘thiat justice. may literally be said io,

‘wha;on:ﬁz'mﬂnd; and sisty tribunals |
 for the veoefit of the great body of the | "0~ . % .. AP R
people. Each State bas its own sover- }ndbnuﬁtofhismu;m-h |
eign conceros a auaiber of judges, in their SRR B e e

last astonishes us with his inteligence and
art in the variety and delicacy of animal
mechanism. '

ENGLAND FIFTY 1 EARS AGO.
 In seventy years,” says the Annual |

have advanced full eight millions in ‘nun-
ber. . In twenty five years, the number
of inhabited houses in England and Walés.
alone have advanced one half. Fi‘fsy
years ago, the verv existence of canals
Fifteen mil-
lions of public wealth have now been
profitably absorbed by thesé¢ \mighty
ducts ; and, at least, half as muchmdre is
at this hour destined for their formation.
Fifty years ago, there was ha’rdly]lsteam
engine in the kingdom. Therécannon
now be less than twelve thoumnd—a
creation of power equal to at leasta guar-
ter of a million of horses; =n jnergy,
.which, i a single day, would have raised.
up the great pyramid of Egypt. Filly
years ago, our annual export of masufac-
tured cotton did not amount to a quarter
of a million in value ; it has now swollen
to nearly thirty millions. In the same
period, our exported woollens, in defi-
ance of Saxon, that of two millions. Fif-
ty years ago, ourimports of raw silk were’|
only three hundred thousand weight ;
they are now nearly three arsillions. Fif-
ty yearsago, our export of iron was har4.-
ly twelve thousand tons; it is now a-

forty millions. Fifiy years ago, the whole
value of our exported produce, both na-

of money ; the value of British preduoce
exported alone, js now more than Gity
millions. A hundred and twenty years
ago, says old Tucker, there were enly two
or three vessels in Scotland above two
hundied tons ; our whole tonnage is now
more than a quarter of a million, employ-
ing twenty thousand souls. A hondred
and’ filty years ago, says Chalmers, the
whole navy of Britain did not amount to
a hundred thousand tons; it is now, at
least, three millions of tons, employing
about two bundred thousand souls.”

Fifty years ago—This country con-
sisted of thirteen distracted provinces,
strugzling for independence, without any
government but such as necessity produ-
ced and common danger kept together ;
with a. population not exceeding three
millions in number ; not a single legisla-
tor of regular aathority, nota commis-
sioned magistrate among the whole. The
fountains of instruction were dried up ;
the plough-share was beaten into swords,
and the pruning hook iato spears. The
war raged—but we were. without arms,
muaitions of war, or naval force 3 distress
was every where - around us, and hope
hardly gilded the dark clouds which
‘hang over the land. Fifty years bhas
dove much. In that time {he population
has increased nine or ten millions.
T wenty-four sovereign and independent
States have been formed. A general
Government has, also been formed, by
their union. Legislators and magistrates,
with legitimate and wholesome autherity,
are found in sufficient numbers for all the
purposes of guidancé aand protection : the

the House of Representatives in the Na-
tional Legislature, and forty-eight Sena-
tors. Itisa reawFable calculation, and
within bounds, to{say. that the average
number of the several State Legislatures
is equal to one hundred and fifty for each
State. . These; added to the number of
mewbers of Cougress. amoant to three
thousand eight huodred and sixty-four—
and with the members of the Legislative

make up the four thousand. All these

lic weal, in advancing knowledge, eu-
couraging virtue, and exiending ail ‘the
‘biessings of civilized lite, These bodies
are constanily changjog §in sach a man-
ner as to keep up a regular succession of

instruction. There are also forty Judges
of the Uaited States: Courts—who hold

several courts, supreme, common pl

eqial to three- times the number of its [+ Adventures of a French Se ? th
regresentatives - in. Congassei. aad all | follawiog Jaughable stcawot found of
eds, so|the

these “bold many terms in the year, so

rought to the door of every man,; a
uard every man’s dwelling.
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| thousand suits-brought in a year.

ctimes. The subiect might be
shosld do it, for  the .mm, pfﬂe,
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mep. In the various courts, on & mo-
derate calculation, there are four hundred
These
may be to some, painful lessons of wis-
dom, but are, nevertheless, often very
salutary modes of getting knowledge.
There can be but very little arbitrary
power, when so many appeals are made’
to judicial wribunals. The short-sighted
who groan at this feature of the picture,
may be consoled by refiecting that there
are not helf as many suits brought in
Algiers or at 'Constantinoplein a year as
in this coontry ! :

Fifty years too-have built up numer-
ous other institutives of civil life. Scheols
of learning abound in every part of our
land. Five millions of dollars are spent
annually for what may fairly be called
primary instruction in the several States.
The medical schools, and the professors
of the healing art, are numerous and in-
creasing. There is ove perhaps wanted
to every fifteen hundred inhabitants, and
the number has beén estimated to amount
to seven thousand now. in praclice This
is also a moderate calculation. The suf-
ferings of humanity are cerloinly anielio-
rated from the advancement i skill and
_science which - this profession has made
within a few years past. The great
schools of morals and divinity, the pul-
pits of this country, require about as ma-
ny more professors ; but the nomber is
not probably so great at present.

Fifty years ago, we had but a trifling.,

commeice, a scanly agricultural interest ;
0o manufacturing establishments ; 'no la-
bor-saving machines ; no canals, no steam
buats, but few bridges—scarcely 'a mine
of coal or metals opened, or science e-

nough to discover, or work them if dis-,

covered—not a mail coach running, nor
aturnpike made. Qur commerce is more
vajuable now than Great Britain’s was at
that period—and our agricullural produce
\is increased twenty.fold. Our manufac-
turing -establishments: employ seventy
thousand people, and the labor saved by
usefel inventions i§ incalculable. More
than a thousand 'miles of canal comma-
nication has been completed, or nearly
so 3 and mere than an hundred bridges
which span large rivers, besides a count-
less number of small ones, have been
erected within fifty years. = Turnpikes to
the extent’ofa nuinber of miles equal to
that from our own country to China have
been made since that period within our
limits. Fifty years ago, there wasnot a
steam boat on the globe ; now more than
three hundred of them navigate the wa-
ters of our country, on the sea-board and
the interior. Conl mines have become
so numerous thut the philosopher nolon.
ger fears that the want of fuel will retard
the orogress of population. :
Fifty years has taught us that the bow-
els of the earth is full vl metals of all sorts
for the use of civil life. Shafts are sin-
king in every part of our country, and in
half the termmof fifty years to come; we
shall not have to go abroad for any but
the precious metals, and perhaps not for
them—Iron and copper, the two great
metals, we have in abandance. Our con-
veniences for travelling have so much in-
creased, that by stage and steam boat,
the number of miles performed in the
United States each day, during a consi-
derable part of the year, is estimated o
amount to three times the extent of the
circomference of uur globe. The value
of the buildings in the United States are
worth shore than fifty times the sum they
were in 1777, from their increased num-
ber and superior structure. :
~Itis consoling to reflect, that amidst
this prosperity and general influx of
wealth, that offence and erime have not
increased, as those who moura over the
depravity of the times would imagine.
Of cottvicts for felonies or high handed
misdemeanors, there is about one yearly
to every two thousand. three hundred in-
habitanis.  The capital punishments
throughout the United States have not
been, for fifteea years past, more than
one yearly to every million of inhabitants,
not so many since the first settlement of
this country, as suffered in one year in
England, in the reign of Henry VIIL or
Elizabeth.. Common schools and mild
ws are the best methods to prevent

»  great extent, < The man of leisure
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ﬂﬁ'}?ﬂ%‘%ﬁ ’ Mhl ﬁel i dﬁaﬂcdﬂm to ny,i for French prisoners during the Peninsa-
tthousand lawyers in | lar war.  Weapo 8 per tne
. t to| focd, but the point of honour was to be

eapons were still scarcer than

1 s and scissors, when
‘swords and pistols tould not be procared :

The sun had just risen, when Ricaud

1ruetors in the great duties of free-| rofised me 1o request me to act as his se-

cond. I wasnotin one of those beds
from which one rises with reluctance.—
Our dressing arrangements were sobn
made, and as we had entered our hot the
evening before, head-foremost, and were
unable to turn ourselves, we crawled out
one after another, feet foremost, resting
upon our heels and elbows.

Afier drinking some rum with Ricaud
and bis antagonist, I jried to bring about

| a reconciliation. but they told me it, was

of no use, and they both declared that
the tifing must be done.

‘any attempt at combatting & reason so

peremptory. Besides, I bad no grest
- fears of the result of the duel ; ‘T presum-
“ed that the shadow of a sword, sabre or
pistol, was not to be found in the whole
island, and I fancied that these worthies
were going to have a game at fisty-cuffs,
in imitation of ‘the ancient Romans, to

whom they already bore so much resem-

blance, But I soon saw that a détermin-
ed ‘mind will always find means to ac-
complish its purpose. Before setting out,
. Ricaud said, that as he was the person
| challenged, he had the choice of wea-

pons, and wished to fight with. scissors.
% You know,”” said Lambert, a corporal

of a regiment I had forgotten the name

of, % that f am unacquainted with the
'noint, so that if we wish to fight on equal
terms, let us draw the razor.” This sad-
ly puzzled me, for I had no idea of the
matter. Ricaud was determined to have
the scissors ; Lambert would not give up
the ragors ; so that they were forced to
draw lots, when the latter gained his
point.

He left us and returned in about a
quarter of an hour, witha pair of English
razors. During his absence, Ricand had
instructed me, concerning the manaer in
which they were going to fight, and the
kind of duels that daily took place at
Cabreira. Sometimes they fixed the
halves of razors at the end of long sticks,
and used them as swords ; at other times
they used knife blades, razors, and some-
times even awls and sail-maker’s needles.

We took two sticks about an inch thick,
and 3 feet long, and prepared to fix the
razors on them. But as we had not what
was necessary for the purpose, we went
to the bazaar to buy some articles. This
was_the wmarket for the prisoners. It
was situated at a spot honored with the
name of Palais Royal, surrounded by ten
or twelve huts, and containing as many
stalls, some in the opeo air, others with
a slight covering, with one end fixed to
the ground, and the other supported by
two poles, Here were sold bread, sume
salt fish, scraps of cloths, thread, needles,
wooden forks and spoons, the various
produce of the industry of the prisoners ;
pepper, twine, and -other articles in the
smallest quantity, for one could buy a
single thread, u scrap of cloth no bigger
than one’s hand, and even a pinch of
snufl, three of which ccsta sous. 1 re-
member a Polish officer who owed for
nine pinches, and the shop keeper re-
fused to give him any more credit.

We bought two bits of twine, and af-
ter fixing on the weapons, we hastened to
the cemetery. It was on a bill about a
quaster of an hour’s walk from the Palais
Royal. Since the arrival of the prison-
ers at Cabreira, they bad uniformly cho-
sen this spot asa place of rest for those
who had sunk under their misery,or who
had fallen by the hands of their compan-
ions ; it was there that they also met to
settle their differences in asingle comba‘lt.

When we reached the ground, 1 again,
for form’s sake, spoke, about making the
mattggup. When I saw they were de-
termined on fighting, I told them that as
I was the first cause of the quarrel, it
was for me to uphold it, and ke Ri-
caud’s place. Neither he nor his adver-
sary would agree to this, and 1 saw my-
 self forced at last 1o give them up the
weapons, which I had carried till now,
Ricaud threw off his waisicost ; and as
Lembert had nothing but pantaloons on,
he was soon ready, They put them-

played great cooluess and courage.

Lambert was much the stronger of the
two, and my friend requived all bis skill
to parry the thrusts that were aimed at
- him ; ‘the ragor  flourished round his
head and shoulders. without intérmission,
and struck ‘him at last oo the chin. He
made a furious thrust in return, bat for-
tanately it did 0ot reach iis obj__oc‘a«f'ﬂh
thoagh it made a pret! y seraich on Lam-

sen blood began'to flow § we separated
munl made them  shake haods ; as
their wounds were not.of much econse-

that were constantly taking.
: Mediterranean, seven miles south
yjorca, and which served asa depot |

guence, we all retorned to breakfast 1o~
m_’iui front of our but. . >3

1 was too well
acquainted with military customs to make .

selves in a fighting attitade, and both dis--

‘bert’s nose: we rvushed” between them, .
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