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MISCELLANEOUS.

OFFICIAL PAPER. _

The following is the Report made by the
Judiciary Committee, in the House_of Re-

reseatatives of tlre U. States, of which,ow-
‘ing to the importance of the subject, three
thousand extra copies were ordered to be

rinted : : . .
%he Committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred the resolution-of the House,
snstructing them to inquire into the expe-
diency of providing by law,that a greater
number than « majority of the Supreme
Court sheuld concur in pronouncing any
rt of a State Constitution, or act of a

Siate Legislature to be invalid, and that,

without such concurrence, no part of a

Constitution of a State, oract of a State

Lepisiature, shall be holden invalid, beg

leave to submit the following

' REPORT:

The Committee, considering the subject

matter of the resolation to be one of great
importance, have bestowed upon it_ that
grave consideration which it emphatically
deserved.. At an early period of our judi-
cial history,the principle was deeided in the
Supreme Federal Court that it was within:
their comspetence to decide any law 1o be
void,which was in contravention of the Con-
gtitation. This decision was placed by them
spon the ground that the Constitution and
aws of the Urited States, made in pursu-
ince thereof, and treaties made under the
uthority of the United States, were declar-
d to be the supreme law of the land 5 they
herefore held, that, when'any State Con-
titution or law came, in their opinion, into
onflict with what was declared to be the
upreme law, that which was not supreme
nust yield to that which was - and that con-
equently any State Constitutioa. or law,
hus coming inta conflict, must be held null
nd void, It will be seen that this is a
rinciole derived by eue judiciary _from the
\ature of our wrillen conalitution imposing
nany limitations: and restrictions, as weil
pon the Federal as State Governments,
nd at the same time, ppon its face declar-
ag its own supremacy. The Committee
io not propose at all 1o deplore the founda-.
ion of this great principle ; but, taking it
s one which has long been decided, and,
cted upon, they cannot forbear to remark,
hat the power which it implies is one of
reat magnitude and most extensive opera-
ion ; embracing within its comprehensive
rasp the autbority to nullify the Legisla-
ive acts of the Union,and of the States, in.
ividually, and even the most solemn of all
cts, the expression of the will of the sove-
eign People of the States, in.the form of
heir written Constitutions, That a power
o tremendous should be fenced uaround with
roper guards is a proposition which the
“ommiltee suppose scarcely requires the
id of argument to challenge the assent ol
I, They are aware that it is a question
bout which there is much more difference
f opinion to what extent this caution shall
e carried.—As-the Supreme Court of the
J. States is ut present organized, it consists
I seven members,of whom four consltitutes
quorum, and three being a majority of
hat quorum,it results, that the concurrence
f three of the Judges is competent to the
ullification of a State law, or even Consti-
iion ; it may then happen in the actuai
osture of our Judiciary, that a minority ol
ie Coart might nullify the most solemn
cts of the States, whilst the majority of the
?qu:t might possibly entertain a differen:
pinion. . '

The Committee presume that there are

at few who would not at once acquiesce in
e justice and propriety of the proposition,
at in making So solemn and important a
ecision, there should be a concurrence of
least @ majority of the whole Court.—
hey however,think that it would beldvile‘.j
ble to require the concurrence of five mem-
rs of the Court. 'This is, indeed, a ques-
on of more or less, and upon which it is
lmitted that it cannot be predicated with
hsO!Ille certainty, that any particolar num-

' i3 the proper one ; but they will offe

th House some of the prominent consi-

‘rations which have induced them to de.

d¢ in favor of the number five.

It will be reeollected, that in controver-

S, originating inthe State Courts, a ques-

% coucerning the validity of a State law, |

{ C‘""ﬁ!mion, cannot be brought - before

"_ Supreme Court of the United States un-

it shall have -been .adjudicated by the

‘thest State tribupal, nor unless the deci-

" of that ¢ribwnal shall have been in fa-}greatest danger our system has to encountes
arises from the reckless ambition of aspi-
rants to the Presidency. If they seize upob
popular topics, and push them to a danger-
U ous extent—if they become indifferent 10
the most autheriative samp of ap-levery thing but their own advancement;the

" of its validity, _Before, then, the Su-
. Court gan pass upon such a question
30y case, the validity of the law, or Con-
o, as the case may, be, must bave re-

?“t"lion imthe State in which it arose, 1f
Iq:'llle o the validity of a law, it mus:
: ¢ beea approved of by both the branches

‘ ‘by the- ;e_ople'bf the Smo in the exetcisé

of Jeff-rson and Madison than has been ad-

of their somereign power, in their primary
assembly as a Convention; and it must, in
controversied originating in ‘Stite Courts
also have been decided in favor 'of by the
Coort of dernier resort in the State. Jn this
postore of the subject; if a bare majority of
the Supréme Court of the U. States should
decide against the validity, the State whose
Constitution or law was thus nujlified, can
scarcely acquiesce withoat a murmor, espe- ;
cially whea it was considered that besides
the concurfing approbation ef its Conven-
tion or Legislature, and its judiciary, it
might be sustained by that also of the three
remaining members of the Court ; and when
it is remembered, too, that the guestion
must alwveys bé, whether the State has or
has not,transcended the limits of its reserv-
ed rights, growing out of “its compact with
another pytty, fo wit : the Federal Govern-
avent, an “the Supreme Court of the
United Scates are the tribunal of that other
party. ‘The concurrence, then,of a greater
aumber than a bare majority of that tribu.
nplywill tead to produce a greater spirit o]
scquiescence, to guiet heart burnings, and
thue gdd a strong cement to that Union
which wé all desire to be indissoluble and |
perpetual. '
Nor is the selection of the number five
at all an arbitrary ome, as might possibly at
the first view be supposed. The Constitu-
tion of the United States, in several instan.
-ces where the subject is important, requires
the concurrence of two-thirds of the body
called upon to act in relation to it,. Thus,
an amendment to itself cannot even be ori-
ginated without the concurrent votes of two
thirds of both Houses of Congress, or the
applications of two thirds of both Houses of
| Congress or the applications of two-thirds
lof the several States. Thus, too, a treat) 1
cannot be ratified without the concurring
vole of two-thirds of the Senators present.
But there is another provision of that instra’
ment which bears a much closer analogy to
the present question, because it has refer-
ence to a judicial tribunal ; it is that which
declares, that in case of impeachment, no
person shall be convicted without the con
currence of two-thirds of the m#mbers o!
'the Senate present.-- Jt will at once be seen
by the House, that the number five is as
near as may be to that proportion of the
whole Court. '
Nor can the Committee perceive that
well founded objections to the requisition of
-.more .than a bare majority 3 because they
hold it to be a sound principle, that the sucs|
cessive spprobation of the Convention or
Legislatire of a State,and of its highest ju-
dicial tribunal, ought at least, to preven:
the nalliication of a constitution or law in
every case of doubtful character, and in-
deed in every case in which its incompati-
bility with the supreme Iaw was not cleas
beyond any rational doubt; and in cases of
this latter class, it cam scarcely be doubted
but five of the Judges would perceive that
incompatibility,and perceiving it,declare b
their decidon.’cUopon the whole view of
the subject, th mmittee are of opinion
that it is but a reasonable safeguard to the
reserved rights of the States, to provide that
they shall not be declared to have passed
beyond them, without the concurrence of
five Judges of that Government, whose own
tribunal is de€iding upon its own power ;
and in conforming with these views, they
herewith report a bill. ;

POLITICAL VIEWS.
The following extract of a letter from a
distinguished Member of the Government
of the U. 3tates, presents.some views, so
striking and so germaine to the period 1
which we have arrived, that we take the |i-
berty of laying them before our readers.—
Stat nominis umbra !—Rich. Eng. .
: EXTRACT.

¢ Experience has convinced me that the
permanency of our Government depends
upon a rigid limitation of its powers. In e
consolidated form, it could not last ten
vears. So extensive is our territory, our
soil and climate so varied, that no human
sagacity could form any system of laws thal
would equally. affect the different,and spme-
times-conflicting interests of our coontry.—
And, boder the federative principle, every
approximation teo the consolidated form
cannot fail to be productive of the most ru-
inous injury ; and, if cerried too far, must
end in thie destruction of the System.—In &
few cases, Congress must act on subjects
which deeply affect the local interests of
each State. But, in soch instances, that
spirit of concession which' led to the adop-
tion of the Federal Constifulion, should ne-
ver be disregarded,and such sshjects should
beas seldam agitated. In the egercise oi
the powers clearly granted over our inter-
nal concerns, and the regulation of our ex-
ternal affairs, the federal government will,
find ample scope for advancing tlie general
interest, o E T =)

There is more wisdom “in the doctrines-

t

mitted - by many political theorists. The

federative principle must become weaken-

ke Lealature 5 if i, gelate to that of &
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ent foeting.
the Executive for safety.
public sentiment. and the deckion of the
Senate, they- would fiad the beg guarantee
against injustic, or the exercisé of an arbi-
trary discretion. !
This would- do more 1o tranfuillize our
Government, and preserve its
any other regulation which coull bs adop: |
ed, It would break the force offpatromags,
| and -make it the interest of every officer of
the federal government, to lodk at the Pay®
lic intterest, rather than minister 1o tife apy
bition of one or two individuals. Moch firn,
ness is required in an officer, to take an i
dependent stand, and act &s a -trustee
the public, when.his powers may be termi-
nated 4t the discretion of an individual.—|
There are some who boldly take thisground,
Bui, a vast majority of
officers look not beyond the power frow
which they derive their exisience.’
Excitement in the election of President
willinot be avoided by reducing the time of
service to a single term. To prostrate some
prominent member of the Cabinet,who aims Ihave been counting their majorities through-
at the Presidency, will unite as strongly jo
against the Administration the elements of
opposition, asto prevent the re-election of

and maintain it.

10 -relieve the

‘resolutions,

debf in four years,

brovght in by

venue.

Unien.

itis
000.  In the list which we have seen pul
lished, Connecticut is put down fur Jackson} idia ‘
4,486: Adams 13,343 —being about 40 100 [ (he last annoal accounts of the financial af-

bt b e

he incumbent.”

IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. Brenton has submitied a sesries of
resolutions to the Senate of the U, States,]  1829.
‘| *Bellyof N, H.

. UNION OUR ‘WATCHWORDwTRUTH OUR GUID

withhold ary power which it may be danger
ous to exercise. N

The powers of -the Presillent shodld be
abridged. He should not have power to re
teove any officer of  the ‘Government,. iri
whose appointment the sanction of the Se-
nate is necessary, | would reqiire the same
power to remove which is necessary to. ap-
point, This would place the Esecative Of-
ficers of. the Government on an independ-
They would nor-look enly te
In the force of

rity than

which have been discussed and committed
They propose, 1. to mzke purchases o
the public Debt, at its current market pricq
whenever they can be made beneficialk
for the public interests and consistently wih
existing engagements; 2. to revive the I3
se¢t. of the' Sinking Fond Act of 17§0,
which directs the whole of the surplus po-
ney in the Treasury to be applied to/the
public debt, and to repeal the 4th sed. of
the act of 1817, which agthorizes -a peten-
tion of 2,000,000 of surplus revenue in the
Treasury 3 3. to require compensation from
the Unied States’ Bank for the use of the
balances of public money n its hands 3 4.
people as snon as possible
from the burthen of the public debt, which
the resolution states may be effected in _four
years by a timely and judicious application
of the means within the power of Congress ;
and, 5. to abolish the duties to the amount
of the $§10,000,000 now annnally levied on
account of the public debt, as soon as that
debt is paid ; which abolition “ may b=
made according to the present indications
of the revenue,without diminishing the pro
tection due to any branch of domestic manu-
factures, and with manifest advantage 10
the agriculture and  commerce of the coun.
ry.”? : -

There is some opposition made to these
Some persons doubt, whether
the current revenue will not be so far abridg-
ed by the future operations of the tariff, as
to prevent the extinguishment of the public
Tho’ the revenue has
suffered less from the present extravagant
tariff than has been expected, because so
many more goods were ordered in anticipa

tion of the pussage of the act ; yet it ig sus-
pected that fewer goods will be hereaiter
the fair Traders, and more
will be smuggled in to the injary of the Re

Some also entertain a doubt, whe-
ther the stocks will not rise as soon as the
government goes into the market to pur-
chase : and, therefore, think that it may be
its interest to wait the present course of
events.—Leaving these questions to be de-
cided by experienced financiers, we can only
say that we are perfecily williig to hastep
the extinguishment of the public debt; if
possible, in four years.
out of debt, would be a phengmenon in mo-
dern times—and such an event would mark
with imperishable characters”the admumis.
tration, which should have the honor to ef-
fect it. We should be happy, if soch a sig-
nal event could be reserved for the adminis- |
Htration of Andrew Jackson.—Rich. Eng.

- .VOTES OF THE PEOPLE.
At the Presidential Election which took |J
place in November, as given for Jackson
and Adams, in the different Siates in- the
A list similar to this, but incorrect
in some respects, has been published in se-
veral of the papers. This we have made
out with much care, taking special pains 10
put down, as soon as received, the votes, as
officially reported—itaking the highest vote
on esch ticket—and is believed to be accu-
rate, The list inclades all the States, ex-
cepting Mississippi and South Carolina—
the latter, however, choosing Electors by
the Legislature, there is no means of ascer-
taining what majority of the voters “prefer
General . Jackson ; but from the known
sirength of the Jackson party in that state,
bable that'thie number is all of 205-

-1

A “nation, that is

Add 8. Carolina, say
Mississippi,; supposed, 5,000
Jaekson’s majorily is - 185,111-
[ Middlctown Senfinel.
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1829.

State of Parties in Congress.—Some-
Fhing like a.general rejoicing has appeared
n the Adams parers, at the prospect of a
majority in the United States” Senate after
the 4th of March next. They count, how-
ever, their majority in the Senate as they

ut the country for the last three years.—
No doubt they would be glad to commence
their opposition to the next administration
in the Senate. There is little prospect for
them. The following is a list of the Sena-
tors of the United States, and the periods
when (heir seats become vacant :»

1831. 1833.

_ Barton, Misso. Barnard, Penn,
Bouligny, of Lou. Berrien, Geo. Bateman, N. J.
*Brancnh, N. C. Burnett, Ohio. Benton, Misso.
Chandler, Me. Chambers, Md. Eaton, Tenn.
tPrince, Geo. Cliase, Verm. Ellis, Missi.
Dickerson, N. J.  Hendricks, Indl. Foet, Conn.
*[layne, 8. C. Johnsten, Lou. McLane, Del,
Johnson, Ken. Kane, Tllinois. Noble, Ludiana.
King, Alabama. Iredeil, N. C. Robbins, R. 1.
*Kwmight, R. I. Marks, Penn. *  Ruggles, Ohio.
Ridgely, Del. McKinley, Ala. Seymour, Verm.

Silisbee. Mass, Rowan, Ken. Bmith, Maryland

Tazewell, Vir. Sanford, N. Y. Tyler, Vir
Themas, [llinois Smirh, 8. C. — N. Y.

* QX hite, Tenn. Willey, Conn, _ » Maine,
Williams, Miss. Woodbury, N. H. Webster, Mass.

* Senators that have been re-elected.
t1In place of Mr. Cobb, resigned. Gov. Troup succeeds
Mr. Prince, afier 4th March. '

The Senators whose names are in ilakc;
are considered friendly to Mr. Adams.

Of the friends of Gen. Jackson in 1829,
probably Messrs. Candler, -Dickerson and
Ridgety may lose their elections. - There:
is a chance, however, the New Jersey will
not prostrate her influence altogether, and
a hope for the rest. Mr. Van Buren’s
place will be filled by a Juckson man, and
Gov. Paris of Maine, by an Adams man.
Of Mr. Adams’ friends in 1829, Messrs.
' Bouligny and Silsbee may be elected. Mr,
Thomas of Illinvis, has beén recently su-
perceded by John McLean, a Jackson man.
Mr. Woodbury of New Hampshire, and
Mr. McLane of Delaware, will most pro-
bably remain in the Senate for the present.

All these changes in 1829, will, there-
fore, leave 25 for Jackson in the Senate,
and 23 for Adams. If Bouligny should
lose his election in Louisiana, and a Jack-
son man be appointed, parties would stand
26 for Jackson—22 for Adams.

In 1831, a great many changes will be
made in the Senate, decidedly favorable to
Jackson. Barton, of Missouri; Burnett of
Ohio, Chambers of Maryland, Hendrick of
Indiana, Johnston of Louisiana, and Marks
of Pennsylvania, will lose their seats, and
their places filled by the friends of Gen.
Jackson. These changes, which are all
very probable, would make parties stand ;
31 for Jackson—17 for Adams. It is not
improbable but that some of these gentle-
men will see the prospect a head, and save
themselves in time by giving a cordial sup-
' port to Jackson?s Administration.—Messrs.’
Bartoa, Marks, and Burnett may lose their
elections, if they do not in lime fairly re-
present their states. )

In the House of Repn}esemativn our ma:
jority is ‘great—probably over thirty. I
will increase every year. There is no
need of being alarmed ‘thereiore, that the
new opposition: can prevent the progress oi
these measures of reform and economy
which will be introduced under the auspices
ol Geneypal Jackson. L

In the year 1801, when Mr. Jefferson
first came into power, the Republican ma-
jority in the Senate was _four ; and in two:
years, (in 1803,) it had increased to six-
teen. At the same period (in 1801) his
wajority-in the House of Representatives
was 29, end in 1803 it had increased to
58. Although General Jackson is elected
by a much greater majority of electoral
votes than Jefferson was, yet the equality
of their majorities in Congress, arises {rom

licap States in the west have not had time
to make their changes in the political char-
acter of their representatives, which the
{sentiment eof the people wartant. “The
spirit of reform—the anti-corruption prin

ciple has made greater progress among ll_m+
people, than among some of their servants.

‘The prospects, huwever, are excellent.
S N, York Enge

the fact that severa] of the Jackson Repub- |

' ' ; Mnjo;itiu and political debts of the: sty I
_ _ - ' _ company amouna
grﬁz'ES Jf!!th;;, m I 6A§46 ted to £12,019,657, whilethe assets on the
N. Hamiehiée £,933- 24 194 3001 | Some branch only amounted 10 £1,759.361,
Massachusetts 6,019 29838 23 s1g | leaving a deficientcy of £10,260,296. The
gr.mc..,;m 4448 13838 9,300 | commereial debis, however, of the ¢ FR>
Rh;::?:l 3 B.g 2;%2 li'),%o tion are stated ‘at £1,596,832, while the as-
New Yorke 180763 135413  5.350 933} seas on the same account are £28,552.608,
New Jersey 21951 93758 . . 1,807 creating a balance in their ftvwr,ofﬂzl,-
:”ﬂ;'nsylvania 101,652 60748 50,504 - 956,276, It should, be observed that a-
g r:l(ag:’ng.) | 2:.:;;2 2:.?3 _ 4%; mong the commescial debis of the company
Virginia 26759 18,101 14.651 962 | are placed the interest due on their stock
;_ Carolina 37,857 16918 23939 : a}:ad on the board debt. The amount of -
eorgia 19362 642 18.720 - “|the company’s boads then in circalation
g;it:ucky -g;i 29874 g;;gg 3,3’3 ' -{and bearing interest @t four per cent. vu;
Indiana 22937 17062 5185 4£3.7f80,f375; the bonds in circulation ot
{Ehno!s 2560 4,659 4.901 Krrmg.lnfﬂff',t were £15;4lrn The total
ouisiana 603 4056 anee i ( - com
Tennessee 44,193 2.240'41.% £7 9“)0'8"8 P 0f e ‘ p.n,. vy e
Mi:souri 8272 3,400 4,872 P
Alabama 13384 1934 11,450  Extract from the “lvangelical dnd Eathes
Total, 6:0,703 610,392 194,470 - -64,369] ran Intelligencer. '

% . 5.'.(.’.‘.13 VT TN 0ASS 3. mf’{ETHODpTS’-TTh’ schism which
4L e e — | existed in this i
1::;':“’:’; z 1,151,295 m”“f " ;:l 30,111~ — Jmation of ghrista, Wrn;*_:oz

y é?o J.'m : “o ..} ference in dexuina 30Ul from w ..

sire en the parf“of many piods and infel-
ligent members, to remodle the form of
their church govermment.  These are ter-
wed Reformers, or by some Radicals, and
from _their paper, the.* Mutual Rights,”
published semi-monthly, we infer that they
must ultimately succeed. They speak
temperately, yet firm and andismayed ; al-
though the able, picus and veteran preach-
er, Dr. S. K. Jennings (with many others
of like character,) has been acted against,
as if he l1ad been guilty of some gross viola-
tion of religious duties. The rules of gov-
ernment are by a resolution of a number of
Methodists in Tenn{sue, considered “con-

b

trary to Scripture, rdason and the rights of
_/rqemen.”

CenrrEvILLE, (Md ) Dec. 20-
A very interesting scene was exhibited®
in the Methodist Church in Centreville, on
‘Sabbath: day last. Somwe of the old and con-
script fatbers of Methodism in these paris,
determining on a secession from the church
as at present established explained their
‘reasons therefor and in solemn order signed
their with irawels at the altar. The scene
was an uff-cting one and drew tears fromy
the eyes of many.
It is supposed that the number of Refor-
mers that formerly worshipped in the Mee-
ting House in Centreville amounted to 70
or 80. The whole number in society, em-
bracing both parties, is about 130-

Louisiana >ugar Crops.—~'l he Opelousag
Gazette of the 3d ult. has the foljowing .
flatsering pacagraph in relation to.the sugar
crops :—

The Sugar crops, as™far as we have
heard, have been good. Mrs, Stille has im
cultivation, about 50 acres besides her cot-
ton crops. From 23 acres of cane she has
made 38,400 Ibs. rather more than less ; she:
calculates on making about 70 hhds.; the
sugar we have seen is of the first qualitv.
This is eqoal to 1670 lbs. to the scre, we
rather more than a hogshead and a haif,
rating the hogshead, as usoal, at 1000 jss,
—Captain Rogers has also cultivaied ‘a
large crop, which, it is said will yield, at
least, a hogsirmad and a half to the aere.
Gen. G. Flaujac, about 6 or 7 miles meorth
of vs, is embarking very extensively is the
cultivation of the cane. Judge King is also
commencing a similar establishment at
t Mountville, about 8 or 10 miles north of us.
These two establishments will be in evm-
plete, and, no doubt, successful operation

1

|next year; and litile doubt can be enter-

tained that, with ordinary good luck, they
will reslize the most sanguine expectations,
Mr. Brownson’s cane crop at Latayette, less
than half a degree south of us, will be very
productive, -~ Mr. Brownson has vested a
large capital in the sugar Business. He bas
erected this year, very cosily works, which,
have just gene into operation.—-We are
credibly informed that the sugar manufpe:
tured by him tbis fall will moie than defrey
the expense of these works. These resuits
will lessen our wonder at the rapidily with
which the sugar planter amasses riches.
Each labourer ia bis fields will nmake annu-
ally; between 2 and $300 clear of all ex-
‘pense, One hand will cultivate 10 aeres.
Each acre can yield 1500 lbs. of segar;
each pound of sugar is worth at least six
cenls. Then deduct even two thirds of
the profits, which is a much larger deduc-
tion' than is ‘necessary, for the mterest of
toe capital vested, and all the carrent ex-
penses, and the most moderate result will
be as abuve stated.  The caltivation of this
great staple will be vastly profitable on tie
iands abuve us.—We have an abundance of
generous soil ; we only want force (0 culti-

vate it.

Froma New- Orleans Paper,
NEW ORLEANS.

It is certainly mournful for a traveller to
dwell among the mountaing of Pu_m_pc':‘;, of
Herculaneum, and of Rome, There, if he
feels af all, he feels among these wrecks of
past grandeur, that he has notbing. A to«
tally different sensalion possesses the mind
on enteripg an American city. [Io these,
man beholds what he can contend with, and

what he canlulmuhi_ nplish, wheo his strengthy
|is pot checked by acbitrary will of a de-

spot.. New-Otleans, the wet giave, where
,tgr.t'm«_ sands dre buried for eighty
yeurs the wretched asylum for the outcas

of France and Spain,why coald not veniure

e

ed, and éventunily destioyed. ~To_ gusei| s 15,943 —being sbout 40 too | the est  the fnaacie! -
:3‘%::“;‘&:-#5@:4*&“‘*“““”“ Yoikis put | fore Parliameot; and imade up ‘to'the 25th |one

byndred paces beyond its gates without
sinkiog 1o the Breasty of Deipg. &




