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the army, and private individuals, ‘will-be insert-
ed eollvetively in flie exact order of their dates.
a«hﬁbﬁ.‘ particular trains 6f events, distinct mil-|
the ﬂoing-s of the States, in rela-
tion to |he,amy, pr ceeﬂmg'w of Committees of
'Congress, while visiing the army, defence of

of the Commandder in Chief with the French offi-
cers, accnunts of detachments antl of the sepa-
rate lines of thre army 3 ull these and similar sub-
Jects, which extend through a ennsiderable space }
“of time may, be.easily examined by the aid of un
index, whfch will be, adt.ed at the cml of the
W"kt 1
" Ta make a choice of the best materials, from
0 vnluxmnotm a mass as forty-four volames of
manwscripts, is the main d:fficulty to be encoun-
tered jn “preparing this part, ‘T'he two volumes
-of Washington's officiul letters, whici) have been
4 printed embrace those anly to the President of
(ongress, fur rbout three }’ears and a half of the
war. Some of the others 10 the same officer
Svere also-print:.d inihe newspapers. Yel, all
these togi'ther, constitute a very small pal‘t of
the revalationary letters, and hardly any of the
L remainder were ever mnade public.  In sclecting
| papers under this large division, I shall be guid-
edi by one rule only, that of choesing such as
<hall seem most worlhy of lasting preservation in
the shape of historical annals.  These will not
always be the letters to persons highest in office ;
on thq conirary many ofithe private leters are
wiore valuable than the public ones, because the
wrifer utters his thouyghts more fully and with
less reserve. There is, for ipstance, a letter from
Washington to his brother, soon afier the .batile
of Germantown, which gives a mere satisfactory
account of that affair; for a reader of the pres: nt
day, than his public communication 1o Congress.
The same may be said of a similar letter, con-
cerning the eantur- pf Fort Washicgton.  H:s
private letters to the officers of the army, parti- 4
culnrly-to Greene and| Lafayeite, and indeed to
most of the Mrjor Generals, often throw tight
upen his 6fHcial despptehes, by expressing his
opnions awl purpeses with more freedom and
coufidence. No distinction will be made, there-
fore, between official |and private letters during
the Revo ’u'mn but whatever is most pertinent
will'claim the pra!‘erence

‘T’he notes tF this division will be frequent,
growing-oul of a fritful stock of niater:als. Four
abundant suurees of these exist among Washing-
ton's papers ; first, the books of orde:s, in which
the d.ily proce.dings of thie army through the
whole war are entered ; secondly, the results of
Cowucils of W: iy and the opiniens of the gene-
ral officers dn writing,/on important topics sub-
mitted to them by the Commander in Chief ;
thitdly, the letters réceived by the Cou-mdnde:
in Chief from the officérs of the army, which are
all  preserved 5 fourthly, returns of the army
weekly and mrmthlv reports of the nspect-
ors. the quarter masters, and other officers
for snpcrmtcmlmg the varicus departments of
the army, and minutes respecting the arrange-
mesits of thc different lines.  Use will also be
made of a large and valuable collection of mate-
rials, wlich I have obirined by a personal in-
spection of the revalutionary papers in the public
offices of wll ile old Staies. As these ure manu-
| scripts, and have never been printed, it may be
pre:-.umed that thev wilinot be consuited with-.
out prefit. . The privale papers of several of the
Mnior Gencrals of the army, and members of the
old Congress, have likewise been examined, and

same purncse. . The papers of the old Congress
irself have all been kept, and are now in the of-
fice of the Secrelary of State. They are of the
highest importance in connexion with fhis sub-
ject, and will be carefuliy consulted. ~ To guard
against the danger of l‘edumlanre, where the
llu.me is so fertile and matter so full, 1 shall en-
deavor to confine the notes strictly to facts and
pliin deductions, lustrative of the text, keeping
clear of conjectures, ﬂperuhhons and theories,
whiclhy may - “safcly be left 1o the'i imagination of
the reader. A fiw incidents, w bich pr'uduccd
considerable excitement when they took plece,
and in which the character of Washington was
coi-cune" will perhaps be examined un- w, such
a8 Ahe cascs of Andre and of Asgill, tle affair of
Conway and Goes, and ‘that of Genersl Chales
Lee.” Tlhe ur:gi:ml ,3.1,) 2rg relating to these sub-
jects, some of which were never published, are
on file.” | The policy of Washingion, in & few of
his mi! itu, movemeitts, may.lss rc(:uve further
—I wvesticatian.  Bat these are only hints, and to
“what extent they. will be verified, it may not be
\nae nuw to p: edict.

PART WL
p,,n-fm Correspondence on Public Affuirs,

You are alrcady mformcd that, after the Re-
volution, Washington took & deep interest in
pubhc concerns, aitho:wh living. sundd acting in
L retirement. ~13is leiters bf.mn' the secret work-
L[w;s of his mind,; and the pun!ul emotions witn -
witteh he cunlemplated the prospects of the
country under the Old Coufederation. To his
friénds in Eugope and America, he wrote mu.h
and feelingly onthis subject. ' His letters upon
the internal navigation of the Stites may like-
wise be eonsidercd of & public 'nature ; und par-
ticularly his correﬂpum!enca with several persons
m\&he Convention for formmg the new Consti-
tluson, and the |» ogress of the Stute Conventions
Furmlophng the same. | To the letters of this
description, which wlﬂ come unrler this third
| division, may be added, his prwalc letters to our
Ministers in foreign countries, to the members
‘of the Cxbinet, and to-several of his other inti-
mate fricnds, while he was President, I there
were an\' such thlng as & secret luslory of Wash-
mgtou’s Admlms'r.n ‘on,|it might be e¢xpecied to
he dureloped in this correspondence--but, in
truth, there is no sueh thmg The contents of
1hese letters, it is truey have not been made
known, aml this is the wh.le amiount of
their secrecy ; when la,kcn in ConnoXion with
ont‘.oan(}ther,'nf) cawion is regnired, in submit-
ting them to the unhc ?e, and to withhold
them, would be to lceep odtofs ght some of the
strongest testimonies of his sin.ul.o virtue Aaud
" patriotism, - Another clpu of feiters which away
' be ranked under this heady are those' written 10
F President Adams, Col lh:kt-nmg, und the other
Hleads of D parfments ; and, 4l-0; 10 Hawmilton
ttolut p:aru of his
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| the siews of persons in whonihe had confidence,

Fespecting any public measure, before he pro-
This was his uniform practice in.
the arfoy,” and one tp “which he adhered more

rigidly, if possible, aftér. he was placed «at the
h=ad of the” Govcrnmenf. A speech, or message,
“‘was_mrely composed, before he had consulted
the members of the Cabinef, and solicited their
opinions separately in writing, both as fo the
points suitable to be intraduced, and the manner
of mtraducing them: \When these opinions had
beéen. compared, 'defberate‘!) ' examined, and
weighed, he would construct his messagre ac-
cording th - the dictites of lis judement. thus
enlightened, sometimes making free use of what

had been furnished, at others choosing in prefer-
ence the suggestions of his own mind. It was a
rule with him, to adopt what he deemed the best
thonghts, wouds, and expressions, from hatever
quarter they might come  Several of these ‘ele-
mentsof messages are preserved, and sre curious
us showmg the stepsby which a mnv! hke W.sha
ington"s was gradually led to results vn subjects
of delicacy and magnitude, ‘and the invariable
caution with which he subm tted his views to
the public. Among the persons, whom he ap-
pears 10 have consulted with special confidence,
were Hamilton, Jefferson, Randolph, and Pick-
ering of the Cabinet, and .also Jay and Madigon
Even after Hami'ton retired from the cahinet, he
was applied to with scarcely less freedom and
frequency, than while in a public station.

The opiniows of the members of the cabinet,
commonly wrilten-out with care and labor, on
various important subjects brought up from time _
to time for discussion, poussess much value as
connected with the history of the events of that
dav. It was a period when some of the most in-
tercsting points re'ating to +he intercourse be-
tween the United States and other courtries had
not been settled, and when our infant republic
was not of an age to have gained wisdom and
character by experience. On the guestion whe-
ther a Minister from France, during the distract-
ed state of that country, should be received
without qualification, it 1s well known the Cabi-
net. were divided : Humilton and Knox beinz on
| one side, and Jefferson and Randalph on the
other. This.involred another question, whether
the treaty with France was binding on the Uni
ted St: ;teg, or whe ' her the dissolution of the old
French Government had made itoull. This
question was arcued with g‘lPat ability by Ham-
ilton and Jeff: rson, on opposite s des.  Other
IMpoptant opinions of the respective members of
the Cabinet, were those relative to the ratifica-
tion of the treaty with Great-Britain ; alsn, re-
specting the v eall of the Americah \‘lmastm ﬁ ‘om
France ; snd a scries of opmlous on the resolu-
tion of the House of Representatives requesting
papers from the Presidenty, which he refused to
grant. In these subjects, and others of a similar
kind, the puhlic took a deep concern, and the
papers in question afford the fiillest testimony,
thut they were not acted apon by the President
without earnest inquiry and deliberation, and the
use of all the means that eould be obtsined for
informing and guiding his judgment. = These

papers will be freely consulted as occasion may
require. -
PART V-
Miscelluneous Private Letters.

Compared with the o'lier materials, the nnm-
ber of letters strictly private, and suited for pub-
Feation, is not Lirge.  1tis presumed that letters
of this sort, being- Jdeemed less important, were
not copied wi'h so much sceundulous care as
others. Tuking in the whole series, hn“ever,
there will be found net a few which are, in all

"respertq, worthy of the writer, and will add te

the value and dignity of the work. The bene-
volence and kindness of his nature, which eould
hardly be manifested in the correspondence of |
a pubhc man, sent out from a camp or the high-
est office of state, will here he disclosed. His
remarks on human life in its connexions with re-
tirement.and the social principle, his interchange
of teel ngs anl sentiments with rel tions, friends,
and n-»ig-hhoul's, his advice to the young, coun-
sels to the impruc dent, consolations to the afilict-
ed, his reflections and practical hints.on the pro-
ner economy of time and means-—-.dl these have
attractions which will make lLis. private letters
highly valu-d. They present his character as a
private man in an evgaging light, and one which
will not be eclipsed by his public virtues.
PART VI
Jg’r‘iru!"uraf Ijn‘fmr.g.

There was no station in which Washington
trok more de'ight. or the duties of which he dis-
charged with more zeal and activity, than that of
a prnctmal firmer. His achievements--in tAis
walk were prodigious. It may be f.ur]y ques-
tioned, whether any other individual in the
country, not exe epting the most.industei s and

n*erpnmng, who has been devoted to this put-
suit alone, has ever-accomplished Sc mueh. He
was commander of anarmy, and afthe head of

a nation, for a few yeurs only avu time, but a d'w
never paqced in which his farm wasout of his
mind  During the whole war he was planmng
nmprrncmenls. dlrectmg' them, and often \Intmﬂ'
1 tters of minute instructions to his manager.
Wwhile Presilent of the United 'Stutes it was l.is
standing custom to write weekly, and to receive
weekly returns, in which he required great pur-
ticularitv and exactness in specifying occurren-
ces, and the employment and progress of the la-
horers. I have before me a volume of press co-
pies of letters,. wr tten in one' year, duving the
Presidency, to his manager and overseérs.  Some
of them extend to several pages, and they ‘aye-
rage inore than one a week. Th-yv are written
in his own hand, with itsusually fairand regular
character, and bear “very m: ark of baving been
as much studied in expression and style as any of
his compositions. 1n some cases, and probably
in most, they were written anil copied out by
himself be fore the ressi npream ns were taken.
Such was his habit for years amidst the burden of |
liis public cares. There is also before mea curious
asricultural document, dated four days before
his death. - Itisa mnnuscnpt pamphlet of twen-
ty-four fuim pages, writteiiin a close nand, con-
!ammg‘ instructions ta his manager for the culti-
vation of three farms, on the ‘estate at “Mount
Vernon, the follewing year. Each furm was di-
vided imto lots,” which were nuinbered. - fn the
‘pamplilet very full instructions are given 'how to
| cultivate every lof in the three farms during the
next year, swating the crops, ‘withsbmaeks on the
soil, the products «f former years;adthe resu
of former expefiments. ‘Washington died, y

s lct, drawn . up evnaeml’ with” m
 labor and mﬂebhont was :

'Y*f:fe lethnto muﬁ!teu sbrond |

camstances may render cunvemem.

rhe{
| moting his views which 1he oppesition
b hers have I(ang exhibited for l}qu%

'ruhm, Al qmr ra
will re_ccliee:t, in‘the middle of December;” agd :

fﬁaréd‘h el

AT

snym reply to your ¥
your ﬁence{m"ﬁ{rﬂed"yon
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of the - papers of General, Waahmg‘tnn,

the manner in which tht:j ae 1o
el for pablication, s 1 have been cpabﬁzxf
to embrice within the limits which 1 ‘pres |
scribéd to myself- Fau will ubsvrve the
great object is to publish such A cuﬂccmln}

mauent ul.scn i1 the hlstnncﬂ literatare of
the! country, antd transmit” to ;mstemv i
one bady the best memorials of his ‘chare-
ter & aciions and thebest fruits of bis mind,
that weve recorded by hiGSelE [\u igdd}
that the letters received by him consti=
tute' a mass of materiais wmore extensive
and important than would be inferred fmm
the casuul wanner in which I have alladed
to them, and that they. will afford me very |
essential aids the: :uwhout the work. Thev
amount in number to more thai twenty
thousand, and the literary werits of a_por-
tion of them are of a murch higher order that
is common in letiers of the “same promis-
cuous character ; comparatively few pers|
sons wrote to Washington en trifling. sab-
iectn. and few withont more thar ordrnavy
care in regard to ideas-and style.  Af ue
dhstant dw it is presumed a seiection from
these lettérs will be publisired. . Each vol-
ume of the -~ wirk in  contemplation, |
will probably have an appendix, in which
extracts from them will Bccamm.tﬂj
he inserted. I haedly need to repeat o
vou what .you know already, that Chief
Tustice Marshall most cnrtlnlly .lpprovc
my waderiaking. and will fivor me with
such assistance by his connsel and other-
wise, as his intimate knowledge,of the pa-
pers will make it easy for him to render.

If you ask me how I.n'm* the work will be
whett finished on the ahove plan, I cannot)
reply with certainfy to your question. ]
may venture to predlu however, that it will
not be less than eight volumes nor more than
toelve 3 and these Doui:ds bave suzgrsted
themselves in accordance witl the princi-
ple heretofore stated, that it will mot be ad-
visable to print so much as to encroach on
a propes economy of purse and time in the
reader, nor so little as to leave materials
of substantial value hebind. If you ask a=
»ain, when the public.anien will be closed,
I am equally at aluss for a definite answeér.
[ have nearly compieted a general assort-
ment of the papers, and prepured them for
a removal to Boston, where [ shall apply
mys=If to the task with as much expedition
as the nature ol the undertakingand my o-
ther pursuits will admit,

As the work is of a kind to have an eqh.n! L
iutmest with readersin évery part of the U.
S. it will be pnblished by subscription, and
every person so disposed will have an_op-
portunity of procurug a capy with Ffacility!
from the hands of arents to be employed
for the purpose. Within a few weeks a
prospectus will be issued and put in cirgn- |
[lation.~ Tt is intended that the style wof}
printing shall be handsome.& worthy of the
wblec:f but nut 3o expensive as to impose
an woreasonable tax on ihe purchasers. The
volumres will be published” one, two, or
three at a time, and at such periods as ur-

A work thus Lulllpl‘ -l"l" the best of
Washingion’s writings, l.mhfullv prvp.uet
n it htvmxy encutmn. and pubi:ahed in
the form and manaer here described, wili,
Have claims, it s hoped, to general appro:
bation, and to a liberal patronage trom
ihe American public. [ am, sir, &ec.
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nandS‘kih' 1828 begins to create consider-|
able excitement thr-"whnnt the Unitid
States, a-ul especially as. “the friends of Gens |
Jack-un seem to be indefddigable in their
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existing Admimstration, to-call a mee-t.'ng
or mectings for the purpese of alluptmu-
<uch measures as may be deemed neces- |
sary in promoling a re-elcetion of bur ‘pre-
sent Chicf M.gistrate. . Many, no dhabt.
will decry blltﬁ a prupualnon as vain ghd
VISIORIFY under the mupressions that ‘the
friends of Mr. Adams are not sufficiently.
numerous to justify such a procedure;
but'1 rufEF-h, Messrs. Editors, to know
{ something of the popular sentiment in re-
gard to the approaching important election, |
in-seversl sections of North- C}lﬂﬂma. ami}
[ bhazard nnthmg in s“‘mg,
friends of Mr. Adamsare suflicient in wum-
ber. luJustlfy such & measure, ;lml that nt

of Washington’s writings, as will hold a per= |
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