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in the South, does it fol-
- p\nd became recon-
?‘" ’"”?‘ I “beneficial conse-.
E, (a8 it is conceded
ASE t._.h-‘ sgame leaders,
':; i still cherish the
wait fo ut‘her contingen-
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jabie. that the project
odd if-his private evi-

:ﬁn thhemf its origin !
Government
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priot only of ° «England, but
! 14 States, &s was manifested
ﬁ iphia-and éelsewhere ?
Sir reasoning, then, can that op-
rp&nedh, or connected with a plan
d fe ongmated in 1804, and to

3 to embrace merely a North-

y:? The objection to the Louisi-

A8 founded on the just construction

“the pict between sovereign States. It
9k "'n in New-England, that new members
wld w01 be added to the Co:rfcdcrccy beyond

5 Mm limits “of . the con ting parties, -
hoolwent of those pa FTlus was
Fed u”;ﬁ:rsubjmtqﬁ‘ remonatmnce, and
ying Is for an amendment of the
But sofar were the Federal party

g to ‘use this as an additional in-

jons of the day, that, in a re-

lure of 1813, by & Cummittee

iins’s * excellent friend” Josiah
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intot daon) it isexpress-
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renmted to'the Peojile by the
Testing nmduhnct considerati
abam 't:es 57 and for wh:ch

ql Massachusetis was oppos-
xts for imposing it were deemed

’‘a mockery of her suﬂ'm'mguﬁl
m

unc-thtrdnf the tonnage

“she felt that her voice ought fo' |

#Iut related to its security. De-
srmcipally om her foreign trade and
ish ¢ support, ber sitnation appeared des

P‘e operation of this Taw in its
terfis pel f* It _was a bitteFaggravation of
) Mg uab&tdd, that its object was to
these interests. No people, st peace,

df time, ever €udured severer

fid not consider the annihi-
t:ud\e asincluded in the power to

o her lawyers, statesmen and ci-
neral, it appeand a ‘direct violation

i mmn It was ‘sniversallv odious.,
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it igsdid, and not contradiel-
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' Jhe ‘dis¢ontent and irfitation of
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o :k ' cas, Massachusetts was de-
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Ay ;d&neelea—-uher citizens
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s of the evil, rather

istration.” This Report was ac-’
flame, is deliberate]y taken

‘has been mccte({tu ei-‘phpi

¢ 3 a committee of
tiv M,Jnﬁ mt-hng 2 puﬁ‘nc report
‘of their daings to their constitdents. These im-
Py lno ‘Bave never assumed a precise form’;
: vague opinions have prevsiled of a combina-
'tlon to te the Union.  ‘As Mr. Xdams has
couducetﬂed, by the manner in which he speaks
of that coorentmn, to-adopt or countenance
| those imputation on.its proceedings, we may be
excused for making a few more remarks on the
subject, although- this is not a suitable oceasion

to.go into a full explumuou and vindication of |

that measure.

The sibject mturahy vewlvu itself into four
points or questions :

First, the constitutional right of a State to ap-
point delegates to such a Convention ;

. Secondly, the propriety and. expediency of
exercising the right at that time ;

Thirdly, the jecb intended to be attained
by it, and the powers given for that purpose by
the' State to the Delegates ; and

‘Fourthly, the manner in which the delegates
eaercised their. power. .

As to the first point, it will not 'be doubted
that the People have a ‘right, *‘in an orderl
and peaceable. manner, to assemble to ‘consult
upou the common -good ;* apd to request of
their rulers *“ by the way. of addresses, peti-
tions, or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs
done them, and of the grievances they suffer.”
‘This is enumerated in the Constitution of Mas-
sathusetts," among our natural, essential, and un-
alienable rights ; and it is recognised in the Con-
stitution of the United States; snd who shall
then dare to set limits to its exercise, oF to pre-
scribe to us the manner in which it shall be ex-
erted 7 ' We have already spoken of the state of
public affairs and the meusures. of the General
Government, in the year 1814, and of the de-
gres of excitement. amounting nearly to despe-
ration, to which they had brought the minds of
the People in this and the adjoiming States.—
Their. sufferings and apprehensions could neo
Ionp-cr be silently endured, and numerous meet-
ings of - the citizens had been held on the occa-
sign in various parts of the country. It was then
thought that the measures called for in such an
emergency woukl be more prudently and safely
matured and promoted By the Government of
the Stite, than by unorgamsed bodies of individ-
uals, strongly excited by what they considered
to be the unjust and oppressive measures of the
General Government. 1fall the citizens had the
right, « jointly smd severally; to consult for the
cummon good, and to seek for a redress of their
grievances, no reason can be given why their
legislative assembly, which represents them 4ll,
may not exercise the same right in their behalf,
We nowh@re find any constitutional prohibition

or rest the exercise of this power by the
State ; and if not it 1s reserved to
the State, . We maintain, then, that the People
had an unqle nght" in this, as well as
m other modes, to ex eir opinions of the
meastres of the Genenl Government, and to
seek, “b og addreases, petitions, or remonstran-
ces,”” to obtain a redress of their g'nevances, and
relief from their suffermgs.

If there was no eonstitutional objection to this
mode of | meedmg, it \nll be feadﬂ admitted
that it was in all resp ost eliglblc. In
the state of dlstu-s nnd whsch then op-
pressed all hearts, it was 10 be ap rebended, as

e suggested, that lafge an &equent as-

ic8 of the Peaple might lead to measures

;"m*‘ﬁ' ent with the peace and order of the
community. If an appeal was made to the Govern-
ment of the United States, it was likely to be
more effectual, if proceeding frootthe wholeState
callectively; than from insulated assemblies of citi-
zens, & the application in that form would tend al-
soto repress the public excitement, and prevent
apy sudden and unadvised eedings of the
People, by holding eut to- Im the prospect of
relief through the influence of their State G
ernfhent, 'This latter consideration had gr
weight with the Legislature ;-and it is belleved
to have been the only motive that could have
induced Ssome of the delegates to that converi-
tion to quit the seclusion to which they had vo-
luntirﬂ} retired, to expose themseives anew to

¢ fatigue and anxiety, the odium, the mis-
dgp tations, calumnies, and unjust reproach.
8y which so. frequentlz accompany and folluw,
the best exertions for the public good

If euch one of the St.neu had the ng‘ht us to
seck a redress of grievances, it is clear that two
or:more Sta&elgﬂmght consult together for the
same ‘pur, $ and the onl_y mede in which
1tlxe - onsult each other was by a matual

‘ cnt of delegates for that pu purpese.

Bitthis is not the only greund, nor is it the
stroffpest, on Wihiich 1o rest the justification’of
the proe in. ‘question.  If the govern.

ment of the United States in a time of such-dis-|
tress. and dalﬁer
,.“Qﬁltcts 10

should be unable, or should
pmtecuon and relief to the
ple,. the islature of the State would not
.h.‘:ve aﬂ S But 3 iy
‘consu 5!‘9! |nco,b i to furnish
thmﬂom eir u':[;-eaourcu.
ingid d tﬁg General Government.
ly. the Peop Tﬁ & ‘
that time the want of this ubility or disposition,
n_the General’ Government, we need not re-
peat. If the Legislature of a single State might,
under.such circumstances, endeavor to provide

for : its defence,  without nﬁ-ﬁ- the mational
nﬁy they might

?‘o; mmmacomlmttee. or delegates, to con-
gates of meighbouring. States who

@ to hktdangeu npdw'e [;gh. 10

m muq-esh; which the:r OWN Tesoyrtes.
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How severe-

‘excitement which they

__iu ‘the most pfivate manner. possible.

at least a portion of their own money.
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“for

“its ady
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This weuld be

tg experienced at |

‘eould have been aceo

-oncd by un act of Cougress,

o, and b0

nner which they shall deem “most convenient
ar effpcrual; provided itbe. in ¢ an orderly -anc
| peacégble mannen;’ we mdxly adtmtlhatn wise
pc&plg vonkt 14 asmy resort to it, especmllv
i thig-imposing. form, on every oceusion of par-
tial and temparary discontent ot suflering.  We
| theréfore proceed to consider, » .
-~ Secpudly, the proprigty and etpecbegc'v of 8-

tiniz that measure in the autumn of 1814.—

dop
.On this point it is enough to say, that the griév-

ances that were suffered, and the dangers that,
were apprehended at that time, and the strong
produced among all the |
people, which is stated more particularly else-
where in this address, rendered some measures
for their relief indispensably’ necessary, If the
Legislature had not undertaken their cause, it
appeared to be certain; as we have alréady sup-
gested, that the people would take it into their’

{ own hands ; and there was reason to fear that

the proceeding in that case might. be less order:
ly and peaceful, and, at the same time, less effi-
cacious.

Thirdly. We have siready stated the objects
which our State Government had in view, in
proposing the Convention at Hartford, and the
powers conferreil on their delegates. If, instead
of these avowed objects, there hud been any se-
cret plot for a dismemberment of the Union, in
w}ueg it had been desired to engage the neigh-
bouring States, the measures for that purpose,
we muy suppose, would have been conducted
On the

ty; the resolution of our- Legislature for
appointing their delegates, and prescribing their
powers and duties, was openly discussed and
passed in the usual manner.: and 2 copy of it
was immediately sent, by direction of the Legis-
lature, to the Governor of every State in the U-
mion. +; .

Feurthly. The only remaining question is,
whether the delegates exceeded or abused their
powers. - As to this, we have only to refer to
the report of their proceedmgs, and to their
journal,” which is deposited in the archives of
this Siate,

-'That report, which was
ly after the adjournment of the Convention, and
was soon after accepled by the Legislature,
holds forth the importance oFthe Union as par-
amount to all other considerations ; enforccs it
by elaborate reasonings, and refers, in express
terms, to Washington’s farewell Address, as -its
text book. If, then, no power to do Wrong was
given by the Legislature to the Convention, and
if nothing unconstitutional, disloyal, or tending
to disunion, was in fact dmc. (all which is mani-
fest of record,) there remains no pretext for im<
peaching the members of the Convention, by
ymputing to them covert and nefarious designs,
except the uncharitable one, that the characters
of the men justify the belief that they cherished
in their hearts wishes, and intentions, to do what
they had no authority to execute, and what in
fact they did not attempt. ©n this head, %0 the
People of New England who were acquainted
with these characters, no explanation is neces-
sary. For the information of others, it behooves
those of us who were members to speak with.
out reference to ourselves. With this reserve
we may all be permitted to say, without fear of
contradiction, that they fairly represent what-
ever of moral, intellectual, or patriotic worth, is
to be found in the character of the New England
community, that they retained all the personal
consideration and confidence which are enjoyed
by the best citizens, those who have deceased,
to the hour of  their death, and thase who sur-
vive to the present time. For the satisfaction
of those who look to self love, and to private-in-
terest, as springs of buman action, it may be ad-
ded, that among the mass of citizens, friends,
and cOmnexions, whom they represented, were
many, whose fortunes were principally vested
in the public funds, te whom the disunion of the
States would have been ruims  That Convention
may be said to have origipsted with the People.
Measures for relief had ieen demanded from im-
mense numbers, in counties and towns, in all
parts of the State, long before it was organized.
Its main and avowed nbject was the defence of |
thes pare of the couniry ‘against the common ene-
my-.
aspect. New England 'was destitute of national
troops ; her treasuries exhausted ; her tuxes
drawn iuto the national coffers. .

The proceedings & report of the Convention
were in conformity with this chject. The bur-
den of that report consisted in recommending an
applicstien to Con to permit the States to
provide for their owa defence, and to be indem-
nified for the expense, by reimbursement, in
some shape, from the Natienal Government, of
This Con-

“On the

Fubliahed immediate-

vention. adjourned early in January.

‘27th of the same month, an act of Congress was

passed, which gave to the State Governments,
the very power which wassought by Massachu-

setts : viz—that of * raising, arganizing, and offi-'

cering” State troupa. * to be" emplayedin the
State raising the same, or inan adjoining State,”
pay and subsistence.—
This, we repeat, was the most important object

aimed at’ by the institution of the' Convention,
Had this act of-

and by the report of that body.
Congress passed before the act of Massachusetts,

ing the Convention, rhat Canventson
never woitld have existed. ' Had such an act been
anticipated by the Convention, or passed before
ment, . that assembly would have con-

sidered its commission as in a great’ measure,
supeiseded.  For or aithough it prepared and. re-
ported sundry umendments to the Constitution
of the United States, to be submlttef ta all the

5 and might even, . if knowing ' of this act’

n, ress, have persisted in doing the same

thing 5 yet, as this proposal for amefidments
mplished in o____ wde:

{ they ctould have had no special moty

daing,/ batwhat n.w their being tog
-—aul from the ¢ crition  which’ -' € ;:

hoped. for, as to their propesitisns, ﬁ'om that

clrcumstince It s thus matter of absolute dc-

-moustration, to alf who do’ not usurp the’ privi-

l-dge ofthe sEaucuza of heurts, that the design
of the Hartford Qonvm{:on wﬁ{s doings, :Bre
not only. cnnstltutwnal and laydab’e, but ssneti-
passed alter the re-

rt was published, 3:;

Tence to v, but m !ts wpalfa&txm
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tenor.mﬁ pmunpll

mpeiq:lyeur _
ate that the conventi

The war then wore its most thréatening !

‘causes uf thﬂ
'ty was

't regsohtl mi

-'tbovefghe phject. of' the lmn}appl%@
» | Gongress had b
ea- | the conting

And, scoondly, if

‘had occu 1!!&; question of forming such a

mentaoned in ttut resolution § e

new - comrentngu", and the. ;ppmnttneq;, of tber :T"

delegutés, must
asseg hlies ; hecause all the Légishtures of the

e gone into the hands of new |- =

N'e'ha-!".rr Jund Staths would have been. muolvd,: ;

‘and ihere w. uld
fare - the time praposed. fur. the second Con.
vention, . 'And lastly, it i3 marter of
notoriety, that the report of this Cenvention |

ave been new élac!‘t@mw,,he-" ok
p\lh‘hr, 7 % &

‘produced the effeet of assuaging the publio sen. | Iis
sibility, and op:rated to fepress the vague anc | SCOIEE
ardent'expectations entertained by many of our |t ‘H the
citizens,” ofimmediate and effectual rellef, from | o8 a8

1he evils of their condi jon,

“We pass over the elaborate exposition of eon- | diss
itltuhoual law in the President’s letter, haviag |

no call, nor any inclination at this time.to con~ |
trovert its Jeading principles. Neither do we |

comment upon, though we perceive and feel,
the anjust, and we must be excused for uaymg,
insidious mode in which he has grouped

ther distant & disconnected occurrences, wh h
happened in his absence from tife country, for
the purpose of producing, - by their collocation,
& glaring and sinister effcet upon the Federal
party. -They were all of a public nature, The
‘arguments concerning their merit or demerit
have been exhausted ; ‘apd. time, and the good
sense of an iotelligent  people, will place them
ultimately in their true light, even though Mr.
Adams should continue to throw obstacles in the
way to this harmonious reaction of pubhc opr-
nion.

It has been a source of wonder and perplen
ty to many in our community, to observe the
immense difference in the standards by which
public opinion has been led to measure the same
kind of proceedings, when adopted in different
States, No pretence is urged that any actual
resistance to the laws, or forcible violation of
the constitutional compact, has ever happened
in Massachusetts.- Constitutional questions have
arisen here as well as in other States:
prising and cousolatory that the  number has not.
been greater, and that the termination of U
has not been less amicable. To thc dcu
of some of them great excitement w fi 12
bly incident; but in comparing cases With:
ses and effects, the impartial obserm 1]
ceive nothing to authorize any disparagem
this State; to the advantage of the
of other members of the confederacy’

On this subject we disclaim, the purpose of
instituting invidious comparisons ; biit every one
knows that Massachusetts has not been alone in
complaints and remonstrances agzinst the acts of
the National Government. Nothing can be found
on the records of her legtshtwe prouedtngs,
surpassing the tone of resolutions adopted in
other States in reprobation of the Alien and Se-
dition laws. In one State, opposition ito the
execution of a treaty ; in others, totheé laws.in-
stituting the Bank, has sounded the note of pre-
paration for resistance. in more i ioned
strains than were ever adopted hére. And at
this moment, claims of State rights, and protests
against the measures of the National Govern-
ment, in terms, for which no parallel. ¢can’be
found in Massachusetts, are ‘ushered into the
halls of Congress, under the mest solemn and
imposing forms of State authority. It is. not our
part to censure or to approye these proceedmgl.
‘Massachusetts has done not!uug, at any timme; in
opposition to the Natiopal Government, and she

retemun!

has said nothing in derogation of its peweérs, that | -
is not fully justified by the Ceonstitution; and [°

not so much se as other States have said, wlth
more decided emphasis ; and 88 it is Believed,
without the stimulus of the same actual gnevnp
ces. We are no longer at a foss to aceount for
the prevalence of these prejudices against this
part of the Union, since they can now be tracéd,
not only te calumnies openly propagated, ih the
season of bitter contention, by irritated . oppo-
nents, but to the secret and hitherto umknown
aspersions of Mr. Adams.

Mr. Jefferson, then at the head of Govcmment,
declares that the effect of Mr. Adnms s cOpmIini-
cation to him, al their interview in March 1808,
was such on his mind, as to'inducé a chapge in
the system of his administration. = Like unpres-

sions were doubtless made on Mr. Giles and
others, who then gave direction to the public
sentiment. Notwithstanding these disadvants-
ges, if Mr. Adums had not seen fit to proclaim
to the world his former secret denungi tlon,
there had still been room to hepe that those im-

| pressions wou!d be specdily obliterated ; that

odious distinctions between the peaple of differ.
ent States would be- abolished ; and 'hat all:
wauld come to feel a common interest in refer-
ring symptoms of excitement against the proce-

been manifested successively -on so many!
sions, and in so many States, to the
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dure of the National Government, which. have: i
elmgs, '

which, in free Governments; are alwaya roused | g .

by like causes, and are characteristic, not of a
factious, -but a generous sensibility
sup d usurpation. - But Mr, A

tuo the charge with new animation ;
political legacy te the pevple of Massachusetts;
undertakes to entail upon them lasting dishenor.

'S relarns

He re-affirms his convictions of the mhty of the |

to. m} or '
by hig | £¥ &7

old project, persists in condecting it with later

events, aid dooms himscli’ to the voeution of
proving that the Federal party were either trai-
tors or dupes. Thus he has "y (but not like
a healing angel) troubled 1he pool, and we know
not whenthe turbid waters will subside. » -

It must be apparent that we bave not sought, |

'but have been driven into this miexpected & un~

welcome controversy. On the restoration. of
peace in 1815 the Federal party felt like men
who, as by a miracle, find 1hemselves sufe from-

the' must appalling peril.  Their joy wus too -
gTossing to pie;'mﬂ @ vindictive regurrence tothe

Every emotion -of amm. i
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