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m_r country, Accordmg to

I conscience, Sizy 1 believe

ts come when less danger is

i‘'to the general interests

andto the spiritual and tens-
¢of the Protestant establish-
pting to adjust the Catholic

tion ﬂlm n allowing it to remain any
i its present state. 1 have been
on to give the reasons ‘which have:

& .in the adoption of the course
jocate, & which is in oppesition

3 ':ngu'_'tld And for the
thuse who have made this ap-
T-shuuid ot say for their sat-
h‘t from’ a desire : to” attempt

onviction tu their minds in favor

1; v of those points on which we

?" an l'or the' satisfuction of the pé

T nle his country—1 will endeu'ur to
» " mi the case 1 have been chgllenged
‘ g ; mlt. Lam Well llwar’/ Sir, I'feel

1sp ,uk m, J.he presence 0f a House of

ity ot whu:h are pre-

A1 an adjustiment of
it [address a ma-

Wawe for years argi

i® of the question up -

2F #F0 ndl tfnn those which I}

pon the attentive considera-
£S.» yocate, a contrary o
'ullw pnnecessary far me to

o 1 "rsulflfhts to those widhare

dv duhpmei-ll of the advantages of a

"f‘ uﬁltvment of those claims,' as the only
P f averfiog from us the embarrass-
And evils by which we are surroun-

1 trustithat in what I shall think

o & , to. uy., less. with the penonal.

ikellsvindication than with a view
pt to satisfy the great body of the
- empire, be their opinion of
1 wbat it way. that wmore evil
ge would result from Jeaving
ent state, I hope, that these

this’ acﬂ. wﬂl bear with me while I go
. ugh. the details of an argnment which

ssesses all the force of demonstration.—

‘ for 8 atiempted to waintain the
a _ a0, Catkolics from ,polit-
'wei.m ‘rdand. I do not lhmk it was
i -unnaleral or -unreasongble struggle.
,hma__le.listed from it in consequence of
' saviction that it coulidl be no longer

A sfageously maintained 5 and from find-

T-was not furnished  with adequate |’

patesials or suflicient instrunients. Others
eV disposeil to'push certain principles to

téxtent, that would se endanger the ve-
®stablishiment they are asxivus te de-
4 His M ijesty’s Government does not

1 Lo ‘thew 1n a Zealous desire to pre-
jerve thie Constitation and support that es.
bl iment. 1t therefore. rests to explain
apparent coﬂlradlctmn between this as-

3 _‘ n aml the measuge we bave advised.
M to & statament ol

;the Gﬁnernmmt from a connnued'

'_ '&ch of the claims of the Cathelics
for 3 ess of their grievances. lle said
j"um of th€Country was su h.t

uit be dosie. His firs®®posi-

\ere is an évil in _divided

racted Councils which

v toieraled - This™ bemo

3 win the next place, that
_lmut _choose one of two cour-
advance, or ‘they must

gruot further political
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u Dot now. the first mu the

"ﬂlllll un-
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t are-events
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gn, is xhat a

iﬂ Iake man-

| ”ll‘? 80 &l‘i { LYY
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new
_ in this House of twenty-three against the
wmma‘mmred C
the 'tlk“ se took a’ t\
'rﬁattar, and though it.didlnat pass a bill,
tade of the in- |

| corrupted—that the spirit of

| mtm&, ‘talodk to the returns.- ~If any

10 my. own |

imukl ,hu rengnda_ 1 was

ed, hbyreter to retain any office, anc

3 ;'_& rdh‘ettxper lttll the fqehngs
& country, [ havg statéd the motives
m&uced me. .

Parliament, wad in 1897 -a .majority.

atlinim queshon. ~1828, - huwever;
ﬂ‘llf- ‘view . of the
toa rewlntm favorable to’ the
melpie of ad {ustmmm
g:lu‘ passed, 1 felr satisfied that the sense.
of the country. Iml been fairly taken, for it
was the decision of a new House. I then
determined that ngghing should induce me.
| te remain longer i ce to obstruct _this
peasure. In the la year, for the first
time in this Parliament, disunion between
the two Houses was revived: - 1 then saw
there was only one course open to me,
and that was a most paml'ul one-—-lt was

‘painfdl to act'in opruulmn to pre-couceiv-,

ed.j .!Illpl'eumns, an« esteemed friends,’
and -in short 1o hold a course inconsisient
with that which-1 once feltand :dvoc&ted.
“The events'of last year pressed u

with that full force which belon to»‘thﬂl'
impdrtan; pnd ] was determined to sac~
rifice all Tprivate “feeling" for ‘the public
weaL I was determined—bot it was no ea-
«y task.
Dryden— :
¢ Tis sait with me. kit oh ! how ha.rdly tried
By haughty souls, 6 human humor tied :

Oh! dcep convalsive pangs of ngomnng ’pnde g

Whepr‘[ felt last year, that the case was

::}ha"ve stated ‘it to be, 1 determined to

‘the course which I wished to take in
825 ; but with this Jdifference, that I in-
tlmntéd to the Noble e at'the head of
his  Majesty’s Government, not ouly that
I was ‘anxious to retire {rom offlice, but
that I felt so strongly the current of pub-
lic opinion was sétting in favor of the Ca-
tholic Claims, tNat in whatsoever situation
I might find myseif, I should 'not consider
mysel!f justified.iv making any further op-
sitiou to those ¢laims 3 adding, that what-
er private and personal sacri cse it might
ict upon me, | was prepared, aflter the
wents of the last year, to subwit to it, in
the support of any measure which I might
‘consider compatible with the safety of the
Protéstant Establishment. [ detailed on
» former occasion, that a dreadful commo-
tion had distragted the public mind in Lee-
tand=—that & feverish agilation and unna-
tural ‘excitement prevailed, to a degree
gcarcely credible, througheut the entire
covotry. . Eattempted to show that the so-
cial intercourse was poisoned there, in its
very springs—that family 'was divided a-
gainst family, ‘and man against his neigh-
bor—=that, in a word, the bonds of
social life were altogether dissevered—
that the fotntains of public JUithe were
iscord walk-
ed openly abroad=—and that an’ array of
physical force was marshalied against the
law,-and to thg imminent.danger of the
public peace. But, perhaps I shall be told,
as | was en a former occasion, in forcible
though familiar language, that “ this is the
ald story!—thar all this has beea so for the
last twenty years, and therefore there is
no reasén for a change.” To this 1 reply,
Sir. there is reason for a change, and the
reasan ‘is, because it is the old story. 1t
is, because this state of things has so long
existed, and we have been so long unable
to find a remedy. It is for this, sir, ‘that
[ am tired of mdintaining the present sys-
tem. It is ebvious it cannot exist 3 it must
In*hancred We cannot - determine upon
remaining idle spectators of the sufferings

of Ireland. The universal ery of the coun-

try declares that something must be done.

Some nf my Hon. Friends may come to an’

oppusite counclusion, but I know 1 am enly
echoing the sentim@nts. of all réasonable
men, when I say that something must be
done.. I ask you to examiné the'siate of
his Majesty’s Government for the last thir-
ty-five years, atid to mark the bearing of
the Catholic Question upen the Govern-
ment—the divisions it hay createdl among
the St;tesmen—-the distraction -it has oc-
casiongd in our Councils,and the weikness
it has consequeantly produced.

Mr. P. called on gentiemen to reflect on
the disunion, that had prevailed in the Ad-
ministration en Irish affairs for the last 35
years, and then say whether the course now
proposed is fiot  the ouly one that will do
any good. “Mr. P, then'took a brief histo-:
ry of the Catholic question from Mr. Pitt’s
Admmsttatmn to ‘the- ’resgat time, shew-

i

ject. and that Pdrlia-

uence has been that differences
arisen between honorable men, and
8 the pubhe wmind “in Ireland ‘had beem
pmbtd until. a dangerous and ex
sensitiveness .bas been created in 1t mth
) t.ln !pmmg eveuts.

$spect to the present Honse of
90 _.tl lt an unfair representation of
pulilic opinion this great quest
A8 nn:t eloclcd":::au pesr‘;:d ?'gnuni'
ublj ttnndltu uﬁcwntlg alive ‘to'the

lic 2‘ ‘Was itno cient:

In 1826 there. gas al

“that resistance was

‘Phat resolation |

- most eﬂebt

To use the heaﬁuful words of'

 Protestants.

always-been mach’

{t ethé huttk can B
ik you, when. we m-tﬁteld qf‘
\ .__’Ihe eountry against the Catholi

yades the,peopid. it is but of
¥t isa recentdisquietude—

T'say, sir, it ought
pubﬁc meet-

lseontenl‘
s short date.
(great cheering
to have hen‘tbaﬁn. oot by
s, bat
lggtm ﬁ:zchlm It is not fair 'to throw

upen Ministers the whele. remnns;blhty of

resigping a long continyed resistance when
in which- the people had exerclsed the elec-
tive franchise.

Mr. P. thcn rcferred to the members I"a-
turned- fo the present Parliament, shewmg,
that in niany of the counties they were_e-
qutﬂy divided on the Catholic quiestion,
and in = gmter fiumber of counties and
tawns ' there was 8 mqanty in favor of
granting relief.

These tlunus, then, T say, prove to me,
that the voice of the people was not deli-
beratély pronounced against the considera-
tion-of this great quesrion, at that period
when it mlght nave been runounced with
therefa{e cnnclude that it

docs not exist. | _Be this 80, ur be it not so,
1 do say, that it _is hard upon those who

liave fought the battle against mnkmg fur- 15

ther concessions to the Catholics, for the
lagt ten years,” with Honses so nearly divi-
ded, with forces 80 nearly equal, now to.

charge tliem with waot of zeal, because

‘hey “consider it would be useless to consi-
der the struggle Jonger. I maintain, that
when the course of the question islovked
at, during the period which I have named,
it is not fair to throw upon me all the res-
posibility for making it what it has be-
come. ' With respect to the inferences
which may be«rawn as to the state of pub-

lic upinion, from the debates in this House,

1 should like to know to what couclusion
any man mast come who has watched the
progress of our discussions.  Whe, I would

ask, are they who have taken the most pro-

mlnenc}mrt in them ? Ou whom has the
brant of the battle fatlen ? , Sir, I held in
my hand a list of the spenkers in the seve-
ral debates which have taken place on this
subject.
details, and I am the last maa whe would
wish tode so, as many of my Hoan. Friends,
who feel the utmost zeal in the cause, have
been, by various circumstances, precluded
from taking a part in debate. It might,
therelore, be vunfdir to draw any inference
from that to which I have atluded. 1 will
not assame any deficiency of zeal from the
paucity of numbers : but I do think it hard
that an individual, after fighting the battle
for ten years, should be accused, as I have
been, by those who, during that long pe-
riod have wunessed the struggle without
once their mouths in support of
that cause r  which they now manifest
soch extraordinary anxiety.

Now, sir, having described to the House
what has been the state of the Goverameat,
and what the situation of the two Houses
of Parliament, during the last five and
thirty years, I come next to the consider-
ation of a subject not less important—what
has been the state of Ireland during that
period ?.

Mr. P. then tovk a view of all the dif-
ficulties and disturbances that have taken
place in Ireland for the last twenty-five
years. After which he added, couple
this with the differences which have
existed between the of

two Houses

.Parliament _on ‘this question, and with

the divided state of the Government, and
then, I will ask, is not the position which
I advanced at the outset perfectly made
good, namely, that thié state of thinge can-
not continue—thst some effort must be
made to enable Parliament and the Go-
vernment to unite with one common feel-
ing in the administration of  the affairs of
Ireland ? . 1 now, sir, approach the consi-
deration of the' important question, what
that course ought to be.

Mr. P. here took & view of the different
projects enteriained on this subject; and
shewed, in forcible terms, that nothing
short of a relaxation of the'laws at present
in existence would be of any avail. Itap-
pears that the populatien ef Ireland is- es-
timated at seven millions, and that five
millions are Catholics and but twe millions
And! these are very unequal-
1y divided in different parts of the couutry.
In the counties of Avntrimand Down there
are few Catholics ; but in the county of
Clare, thers are ten contiguous. parishes in
which there is not a single Protestant.—

Mr. P. also observed that it was well

known many of the influential Protestants.
were in favor of taking off the .prmnt re-.
straints front the Catholics.

For these glasons, said Mr. P. I have
thought it my*aty te endeavor to. satiafy
the people of Enghnd, that, the time is
tome when those claims must be settied—

.t prove to.them that we cannot remain

a8 we are, and that of the two alternatives
offered 16 us, the safer choice “will be to
attenipt an adjustment.  Under the influ-
‘ence of such feelings I now apﬂrﬂnch the | Pe
most important partuf the namely,

the propo-mom which hll Maj

exils. < which Ireland at |
~and for laying the founda- |
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the uue» (o m Iu'

5
F
g 9
ot N b
A FEE ¥ Il o
:
H
& ()
a i

the public-exercise- of "the e

Euraiyaed by .the way |]

y be my duty

It would be "invidious to go it - difficulties
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ry, retarded itsgrowt

rc:mnril Jof civil disab lh-‘r L L
man Cathelics hqvﬁﬁlh gwd th
it will incline them toshisien wv.qh 1&
kindoess to uny discussion u
ect
Cathalics:many are’ mﬂnﬁn&d, mo dhn "

by religivus feelings ; but all

to their creed by a sense. of b
fear of degradaiion by a..
Is it not, 1 erefo?,
that by the remo

the - Protestant rehgadl“lrm' have afhim
chance ? #0 the propusitions which it witl
to sum
safely say, that no man, ‘however he ma
be dewutcd to the ucnﬂ‘l} of the m
ant Charch, aad the | vafion &
of the Protestant religion {to

et

«tholié disabilities] *

upon, my
?° Antongst the higher ranks m’ | 5.,.

|1 _- D
denhw ﬁlt

it-to the house,~ can} mion,

ad | Subjects;
‘which nmi |

is more devoted than.m ;seff-)mﬂnﬂmi ;

in these prﬂpodltlﬂil whith can, in the

lhmg

remotest degreé, interfere with the ‘safety v

and integrity of that Charch and that Reli-
aion. - L now come to another objgztmn-—‘-
the Coronation Dath- Having foreighteen
years strenuously. opposed. the Cathelic
Question, and
diligemtly sought for every legitimale. ary
gument, and ground of objecttou by which
to nppose:it, I cannot give .a better’ proof
of my sincerity in pow denyingthe validi-
ty of this objection drawn from the terms|p
‘of the Corouation Oath, thll’l the fact that
during the whole of these eighteen years T
have uniformly denied its validity. I have
always acknowledged it impossible to read
the terws of that Oath and comtend that
the removal of civii disabiiities is incos-
sistent with these terms. Such a prope-
sition cannot be for one moment, maintain-
ed, aod in this epinien { agreed with Mr.
Pitt and Laord Liverpool. t there are
other difficulties, however, which will ac-
company the settiement of the question, I
amnot prepared te deny. That there shoul
‘the way of adjestment,
and thatan un gness to part with what,
may be called vested political rights shiould
e felt, cannot be a matter of surprise, but
I' would conjure the House to come to the
consideration-of the. question in the spirit
of conciliation. and mutual good will- 1
implore them to put oot of view frivial ob-

jectiohs, and tu consider duly how they|

may best secure the advantages which a
concession will give us, and avert the dan-

iers which must result from the refusal:}:
t us consider whether the basison which

ropose to put these measures be just-—
whether the measures themselves be well
founded. Let -us look to their ultimate
object :
vain, let us not for any slight obgectun
forego the advantages which every sensi-
ble man must reasonably expect altheugh
the result may be somewhat over-rated
by some of the most sanguine among us ;
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and let us netrefuse to do what wecan o}
avert those dangers which every man must | ¢

foresee ' if this attempt at conciliation

should fail to be adopted- There have}’ s mea
befwe been great occasions in 'which mi-| .

nor objects have been set aside: *

here referred to the unionof Scotland to

the Septennial Act, the Regenc g

Union of lreland, as accaswus ofthis kind.
T shall mow proceed, said ‘Mr. P. to

explain- the principle on which the méa- 4l

sares of Government 1 am now about:
propoese are founded 3 and T shall thet

» M. Pole

and the | witht

"This m!mm npphet

X will .sot. p

}isolid.. jectagn’ :

proceed to explain the details. and that _';' ';"‘

principle, in a word, is - the abolition |

of civil disabilities' and the equaliza-
tion of political ' rights.  : Exceptions
and restrictions there are, which will
be vindicated on “special grounds.-—
‘These are, however, only exceptions from
the rule. The rule, I repeat; is the equa-

r;m'dmg to hai view, i B
a chance -

e shall iing ne'

my dangers: '.hlt cm
ohc.n ﬁeml'ﬁ

lization of civil rights ; and this being the |-

rule, the Government have a
mand the assent of the Roman
to the other enactments which T shall feel
it'essential to propose in the way of's .
curities+ Aunother principle of these mei
sures is; tbe maintenanceinviolable &
the Protestant religion, its dectrine, dil
cipline and government.
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