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ow-cit:zens of the Senatz )
e and rg Howse of Rq,mmxmx :
In r labors in the of thépeo-
it is a.gub ect of congratulation that thero has
n 00 pumi' in our past his'ory, when all the ele-
ments of national rity have been so fully de-
Since st sesin, ne afflicting dis-

‘caveer of = not only in the vast exten-
fk: ofnre-gr': mﬁx the rapid increase
of onr tion, but in resources and wealth, and
inthe of our people, is without ex-
ample in the history of mations. :

s the wis lom, | and beneficence of our
free institutions are mdlrﬂk}'ﬁ‘ﬂh

matives to contentment,
0 iam. :

Qur devout and sincere acknowl aredue
to the gracious Giver of all good, for the numberless
blessings which our beloved country enjoys.

i It "y a-source of high sstisfaction tp know thatthe
relations « f the United Siates If’il;nll other mtio:a,h
with a single exception, are of the most amica
charaster. - Si Medwl:legl:ehyiofpme,
. adepted and steadily pursu 3 govern-
1:3, 1 have anxiously desired to cultivate and
cher'sh f-iendship and commerce with every foreign
power. The spirit and habits of the American peo-
1le are fivorable to the maintenance of such inter-
national hrm In adhering to this wise policy,
s preliminary and paramount duty obviously consists
in the of our matienal interests from en-
croachmeat or sacrifice; and our national honmor
from reproach. These must be maintained at any
hiuward. They admit of no compromise or negleet.
and mast be soru and constantly guarded.
In the’r vigilant vindieation. eollision and conflict
with fireign powers may sometimes become unavoid-
able. Such has been our scrupulous adherence to
the dictates of justice, in all our foreign intercourse,
tha’, t!:h steadily and readily advancing in pros-
perity power, we have given no just cau-e of
complaint to any nation, and have enjoyed the bles-
sings of peace for more than th'rty yewrs. From a
policy so sa¢red to hamanity, and so .;Jutil:ry in ibt:
effec:s upon our political system, we never
induaced I:.';:lu.ntm-!ly to'd '

The ing war with Mexico was nei‘her desired
nor provoked by the United States. Oun the con-
traiy, all honorable means were resorted to to avert
‘.&ner yeéars of endurance of aggravated and un-

it.

redressed wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation
of solemn treaty sti i and of every principle
of justice by eivilized nations, commenced
hostilities, Ly her own act, forced the war
upon ux. L re the advance of our army to
lf:ll.eﬁ bank of the Rio Grande, we had ample cause

of war azainst Mexico; and had the United States

résorted to this extremity, we might have appealed
to the whole civilized world for the justice of our

T deem it to be my duty to present to you, on the
pres’ nt occasion, a condensed review of the injuries
we had sustained, of the causes which led tothe war,
and of its progresssince its commencement. Thisis

réndered the more necessary because of the misap- | gress

prebensions which have to some extent prevailed as
to-its origin and true character. The war has been
ye_ resented a3 unjust and unn ,and as one of
sggression on our part upon a weakand injured ene-
my. Sach erroneous views, though entertained by
bat few, bave beea widely and extensively circulated
not only =t home, but have been spread throughout
Mexico and the whole world. A more effectual
means could not have been devised to encourage the
enemy saad protract the war than toadvocate and ad-
here to their cavsy and thus give them “aid and
comfort.”

It is a soure> of national pride and exultation, that
the graat body of our people have thrown mno such
obstacles in the way of the government in prosecu-
ting the war sacces<fully, but haye shown themselves
to be eminently patriotic, and ready to xindicate their
country’s honor and interests at any sacrifice. The
alacrity ard prom with which our volunteer
{orees ed tothe field on their country’s eall,
prove not only their patriotism, but their deep con-
wigtion that our cause is just.

The wronys which we have suffered from Mexico
almest. ever since she became an independent Power,
and the patient cndurance with which we have borne
tham, are w.thott a parallel in the history of modern
civilizod natisns There is reason to believe that if
thase wrongs had boen resented and resisted in the
first instance, the present war might have been
avoidel. One outrage, however, permitted to pass-
wth impunity, almost necessarily encouraged she
perp stration of another, until at last Mexico scemed
1o atiribute to weakness and indecision on our part,
& forbearance which was the offspring of magnanimi-
1y, and of & sincere desire to preserve friendly rela-
tions with a sister republic.

Secarcely had Mexico achieved her independence,
which the United States were the firstamong the nz-
tions to acknowledge, when she commenced the sys-
tem of insul: and spoilation, which she has ever since

pursued. Oar citizens ?mdiuhwrulmeree
were imprisonel, their seized, and our flag
insultel in her prs's. If money was wanted, the
lawless seisure and econfiscation of our merchant
veasels and their cargoes was a ready resource; and
if to secomplish their purpose it became necessary to
imprison the owners, captains, and crews, it was done.
Rulers superseded rulers in Mexico in rapid succes-
sion, but still there was no change in this system of
depredation. The government of the United Statess
made repeated reclamations on behalf of its citizens,
btut these were answered by the ion of new
Promises of e by Mexico in
the most solemn forms were postponed or evaded. —
“The files and records of the Department of State
con‘sin conclusive proofs of numerous lawless acts

n the y and ns of our
Lou b!c‘xicao,"':.II Mwm“ ltz:rl:to onr na-
ti

by

The nmﬁhu of our government to
obtain was n and agsin invoked, under

circumstances which no nation ought to A
« It was hoped that these would ceare, and
that Mexico would be restrained by the laws which
regulate the conduet of civilized nations in their in-
tercourse with each other after the treaty of amity.
commerce, and navigation of the ifth of April, 1831,
was concladed between the two republics; but this
hope soon proved to be vain. The course of seizure
ad confiscation of the property of our citizens; the
violation of their persons and the insults to our flag
rnme_tl Mexico previousto that time were scarce-
y nspe&d for even a brief period, although the
treaty ? m-ntl}e rights and duties of the
Tespective is impossible to misunder-
stand or mistake thend. In less than seven years af-
ter‘the conclusion of that treaty our grievances had
become so infolerable that, in the opinion of Presi-
dent Jackson, they shounld no be endured. In
his s to Co: in Fe , 1837, he pre.
sentéd them to the consideration of that body, and
declared that “The length of time since some of the
h}n{.mebdu committed, the ed and un-
availing ications for redress, the wanton charac-
ter of some of the the and
of our ¢itirens, upon the officers and of
United States, independent of recent results te

this and by the Iste extraordina
M%,m {:stu'yin the eyes of

_om:. ru:mm;:d o~y
forbearance however, he as
& milder mode of redress. Ho dociared that war
should not he used as a remedy “by just and

minﬁﬂr 5 for
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- - T —— ‘--"-—"

— - —

come to an amicable sdjus'ment of the matters in |
controversy between us, apon another demand there-
m-ﬂ-fmmhdmdmmhd_wu_m

the 00 st of Mexico” - :
Cotumitsdts of both Houses of Cougress, to which
this » of the President was fully sus-

ta'ned his views of the character of the Wrongs which
we had suffered from Mexico, and recommended
that another demand for redress should be mdg be-
fore authorizring war ool} - s Tl:.t h(iin'--mm
on Foreign Relations ‘ report,
say: % %ermeh:‘mn‘,-mmpt justice
be refused by he Mexican pvmmc may
peal to all nations not-only for the and
eration with which we shall have acted towards a
sister republic, but for the neceasity which will then
compel usto scek redress for our wrongs, either by
actual war or by reprisals The subject will then
be ;;ruentod before C at the commencemeunt
of the next session, in & ¢lear and distinet form ; and
the committee cannot doubt but that sach measure;
will be immediately adopted as may be necessary to
vindicate the honor of the country, and insureample
re jon to our iujured citizens’

"he Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives made a similar recommendation.
In their report, they say that they ©fully ccomcur
with the President that ung\e cause exists for taking
redress into our own hands, and believe that we
should be justified in the opinion of other nations for
taking such astep. But they are willing to try the
experiment of another demand, made u.the most
solemn form, upon the justice of the Mexican gov-
ernment, beforeany further proceedingsareadopted.”
No difference of opinion upon the subject is be-
lieved to have existed in Congress at any time.—
The Executive aud Logislative departments con-
curred ; and yet such has been our forbearance, and
desire to preserve peace with Mexico, that the wrongs
of which we then complained, and which gave rise
to these solemn proceeding, not only remain unre-
dressed tothisday, butadditional causes of complaint,
of an aggravated character, have ever since becn ac-
cumulating.

Shortly after these proceeldings, 8 special messen-
ger was despatched to Mexico, to make a final de-
mndn&r redress; and on the twentieth of July,
1837, the demand was mmle. The reply of the
Mexican government bears date on the twenty-ninth
of the same month, and contains assurances of the
“gnxious wish” of the Mexican government “not to
delay the moment of that final and equitable adjust-
ment which is to terminate the existing difficulties
between thetwo governments;” that “nothing should
be left undone which may contribute to the most
specdy and equitable determination of the subjects
which have so serivusly engaged the attention of the
American government ;” that the “Mexican goverr.-
ment would adopt, as the only guides for its conduct,
the plainest principle of public right, the sacred ob-
ligations imposed by international law, and the re-
ligious faith of'treaties ;” and that “whatever reason
and justice may dictate respecting each case will be
done.” The assurance was further given, that the
decision of the Mexican government upon each cause
of complaint, for which redress bad heen demanded,
should be communicated to the government of the
United States by the Mexican minister at Wash-
ington.

hese solemn assurances, in answer to our de-
mand for red were disregarded. By making
them, however, Mexico obtained further delay—
President Van Buren, in his annual message to Con-
of the fifth of December, 1837, states, that “al-
though the larger number” of our demands for re-
dress, and “many of them aggravated cases of per-
sonal wrongs, have been now for years before the
Mexican government, and some of the causes of na-
tional eomplaint, and those of the most offensive
character, admitted of immediate, simple, aud satis-
factory replies, it is only within a few days past that
any specific communication in auswer to our last de-
mand, made five months ago, has been received from
the Mexican minister ;”’ uncf that “for not one of cur
public complaints has satisfaction been given or of-
fered ; that but one of the cases of personal wrong
has been favorably considered, and that hut four ca-
ses of both descriptions, out of all those formally pre-
sented, and earnestly have as yet been de-
cided upon by the Mexican government.” Presi-
dent Van B believing that it would be vain to
make any further attempt to obtain redress by the
ordinary means within the power of the Executive,
communicated this opinion to Con, in the mes-
teferred to, in which he said, “On a careful and
deli®erate cxamination of the contents” (of the cor-
respondence with the Mexican government,) “and
considering the spirit manifested by the Mexican
government, it has become my painful duty to re-
turn the subject as it now stan to Congress, to
whom it belongs, to decide upon the time, the mode,
and the measure of redress” Had the United States
at that time adopted compulsory measures, and taken
redress into their own hands, all the difficulties with
Mexico would probably have been long since ad-
justed, and the existing war have been averted.—
Moagnanimity and moderation on our part only had
the effect to complicate these difficultiex, and render
an amicable settlement of them the more embarrass-
ing. That such measures of redress under similar
provocations, committed by any of the powerful na-
tions of Europe, would have been J:u-ompdy resorted
tobythaUni&aiShtu,mnoﬁbe bted. The na-
tional honor, and the ion of the national
chargeter throughout the world, as well as oar own
self- and the protection due to our own citi-
zeus, would have rendered such a resort indispensa-
ble. The history of no civilized nation in modern
times has presented within so brief a period 80 many
wanton attacks npon the honor of its flag, and upon
the property and ns of its citizens, as had at
that time been borne by the United States from the
Mexican authorities and people. But Mexico wasa
sister republic, on the North American continent,
oeccupying a territory contiguous to our own, and
was in a feeble and distracted condition ; and these
considerations, it is presumed, indaced Congress to
forbear still T.

Instead of taking redress into our own hands a
new negotiation was entered upon with fair promises
on the part of Mexico, but with the real purpose. as
the event has proved, «f indefinitely the
reparation which we demanded, and which was so
Just due. This negotiation, after more than a year's
delay, resulted in the convention of the eleventh of
April, 1839, “ for the adjustment of claims of citi-
zens of the United States of America upon the gov-
ernment of the Mexican republic.” ' The joint board
of commissioners ecreated by this convention to ex-
amine and decide upon these claims was not or-
ganized until the month August, 1840, and under the
terms of the convention they wereto terminate their
duties within eighteen months from that time—
Four of the eighteen months were consumed in pre-
liminsry discussions on frivolous and dilatory points
raised by the Mexican commiseioners; and it was
not until the month of December, 1840, that they
commenced the examination of the claims of our citi-
zens upon Mexico. Foarteen months only remained
to examine and decide upon these numerous and
complicated cases. In the month of February, 1842,
the term of the commission expired, leaving many
of for want of time. The claims

claims undi :
which were allowed by the and by the umpire
authorized by the convention to in case of dis-

agreement between the Mexican and American com-
amounted to two millions twenty-six
thousand cne hundred and thirty-mine dollars and
sixty-eight cents. There were before the
ire when the commission - expi additional
apiiiet Which had been m‘:& awarded by
e American m'm not been al-
l:;:‘% h{dt:l mﬁmn amounting to
¢ hu d twenty-eight thousand
o g.-. six haun-

upon
| thority had ceased with the termination of the
mLa. ‘Besides

these claims, there were
{ of American cigizens amoa: to three millions
three b A eight hun-
dred and 4 and §ive cents, which
had been o the and upon which

they had not tiwe to decide

The sum of two million twenly six thoosand one
hoodred and thirty nine dollars sixty eight cents,
which had been awarded to the claimants. was a li-.
quide and ascertained debt due by Mexico. about
which there could be no Jhr:u,ld which she was
bound to pay ancording te the termis of the conven-
la- Seon afier the final awards for this amount
DBad been the Mexican Governmesnt asked for

-8 postponcinest of the lime of making puyment, al-

e A

weal at the timm In the spisit of pr-

Ern- ‘ h?prw:ubiiﬂoﬂnﬁ:;
long abused, nited States proin cem-

plied with bt ' A setoud couveution was

ngw

on the 1

betweon the two goveramenis
h of Junuary, 1843, which upon its face
declares, that “a new urrangemeat is eutered into for
the sccommodation of Mexice.” By the leruis of
this Couvealjou, all the intergt due vn the awards
whith had been made fnnr.td’ u:'i:luti;;m an-
per the convedlion of the Iith of Aprik, 1839, 10
be paid to them ou the 30tk of Apni, l&-l!.'-J-' 1
principal of the sawd awards, and Lthe interest

standing Ulis sew convention was eilered into wt Lhe
request of Mexico, mnd lor the purpose of relieving
her from embyrrassment, Lhe claimunts have ouiy re-
ceived the interest due on the thirteeath of Apwil,
1843, and three of the tweuntly instalinents. Althe'
the puymeut.of the suin thus liquiduted. and counfes-
sedly Ju by Mexice 10 var citizens as indemuity for

ascknowledged acts of outrage aud wrong, was secur-

ed by treuty, the obligatious of which are ever heid |
sacred by all just nutions, yet Mexico has violated

this soleman cugegemeit by fuiling snd refusing to

muke the puyment o two instalinents dae in A-

pril and July, 1844, under the psculiar circumstances

connected with them, Lias been nssumed by the Uni-

ted States aud discharged Lo the clainauts, but they

are still due by Mexice. Bat this is uot all of which

we have just cause of complaiut. ‘I'o previde a remn-

edy for the cluimants whose cases were uot decided

by the joiul commixsion under the conveution of A-

pril the 11th, 1839, it was expressly stipuluted by

the 6ih article of the convention of the l4th of Jauu-

ary, 1843, * that a new convenliou shall be entered

iuto for the settlement of ull clains of the Gevern-

ment and citizens of the United Stutes aguinst the

Republic of México, which wers uol fGuaily decided

by the lute comumiwion, which met i the City of
Washingten, sud of all clauns of the goveruineut aud

citizeus of Mexico, against the Uuited States.”

Iu conformity wih this stipulution, u third con
veution was coucluded anud sigued ut the city of Mex-
ieu on the 2uth of November 1843, by the plenipo-
tentiaries of the two Governmeais by which provisivu
was made for asceriaining aod paying these clauus.
Iu Junuvary 1834, this couvention was ralilied by the
Senate of the United States with two smeudinents,
which were mauifestly reasonsble in their churacier.
Upon a relereuce ol the amendments propused Lo the
Government of Mexico, the same evusious, ditficul.-
ties, and delays were interposed which have so lony
marked the policy of thut Geverument luwards the
United States. It hax not even yet decided whe. het
it would or would not accede to them, although the
subject hus been repeatedly pressed upou its conside-

ration. : 1
Mexico has thus viclated a second “time the faith

of treaties, by fuiling or refusing (o curry into effec:
the sixth article of the convention of Junuary, 1543.

Such is the history of the wrengs which we have
suffered und pauently endured from JMexico through
u long weries ol years. So far from atdording reasou-
able sutisfuction for the iujuries and insuits we had
borue, a great aggravation of them cousists in the
fact, that while the United Stales, anxious to pre-
serve a good understunding with Mexico, have beeu
constauntly, but vainly, employed in seeking redress
for past wrougs, new oulrages were consiaully occur-
ing which huve conlinued 10 increase our causes of
complsint and to swell the amount of our demands.
While the citizeus of the United States were condue-
ting u lawful commerce with Mexico under the gua-
ranty of a treaty of ** amity, cominerce and vavigs-
tion,” many of them have sutfered ail the ivjury that
woald have resulted {rom opea war. Tlus treaty, in-
stead of uffurding pruteciion to vur cilizens, has beea
the means of inviting them into the ports of Mexico
that they might be, as they have been in numerons
instances, prundered of their properiy and deprived of
their personal liberty if they dared inmst on their
rights. Had the unluwiul seizuces of American pro-
perty, and the violution of personsl liberty of our eit-
izeus, tu say pothing ef the iusulis te our flag which
have occurred in the ports of Mexico, tuken place on
the high seas, they would themselves long since have
coustituted a state of actual war between Lhe two
countries. luwo long suffering Mexico to viclate her
most solemn tresly obligations. pluuder our citizens
of their property, and lwprisou their persons without
affording them any redress, we have failed to performn
one of the first and highest duties which every gov-
ernment owes Lo ils cilizeus ; and the counsequence
has been, that many of them have been reduced from
a stzte of affluence to bankruptey. The proud name
of American cilizen, which ought to pretect all who
bear it from insult and injury throughout the -world.
has afforded no such protection 1o our citizens in Mex
ico. We had ample cause of war aguiost Mexico
long before the breuking out of hestilities. But eveu
then we forebore to tulke redress into our hunds, un-
til Mexico herself became the aggressor, by invading
our soil in hostile array and shedding the blood of
our citizens.

Such are the grave caures of complaint on the part
of the Uuited Stutes against Mexico—causes which
existed long before the anuexation of Texas to the
American Union ; and yet, animnalted by the love of
peace, and a imagnanimeus moderation, we did not
udopt those mensures of redreas which, under such
circumstances, are the justffied resort of iujured na-
tivas.

The annexation of Texas to the United States con-
stituted no just cause of otfence to Mexico. The pre-
text that it did so is wholly iscousistent, und irrecon-
ciliable with well anthenticated fucts connected with
the revolution by which Texas became indepeudem
of Mexico. Thal this may be the more manifest, it
may be proper to avert to the causes und to the his-
tory of the principal eveuls of that revelution.

Texas coustituted u portion wfLhe aucicut province
of Louisiana, ceded Lo the United States by Frauce
in the year 1503 In the year 1819, the United
States, by the Florida treaty. ceded (o Spain all that
part of Louisiana withia the present limits of Texas ;
and Mexico, by the revolution which separated her
from Spain, snd rendered her an independent nation,
suceeeded tv the rights of the mother country over
this territery. In the year 1824, Mexico established
a federal constitution, under which the Mexican Re-
public was componed of & number of sovereign States
confederailed together in a Federal Union similar to
to our own Each of these States had its own Exe-
cutive, Legislature, and Judiciury, and for all, except
federal purposes. was as independent of the general
governmeut, aud Lhat of the other States, as is Paun-
sylvania or Virginia under our constitution. Texas
and Coahuila united and formed one of these Mexi-
cau States. ‘I'he State constitution which they adop-
ted, and which was approved by the Mexican cou-
federacy, asseried that they were ** free and indepen
dent of the other Mexican United States, and of eve.
ry other power and dominion whalsoever,” and pro-
claimed the great principie of human liberty, that ““the
sovereignty of the Stale resides originally and essen-
tially in the general mass of the individuals who com-
pose i.” 'T'o the government under this coustitution
ax well an to that voder the federal coustiution, the

® of Texns owed allegiunce.

sigrants from foreign countries, including the U.
States, were invited by the colonization laws of the
‘State sbd of the federal governmeat to settle in Tex-
us. Advaatageous terms were offered to induce them
to leave their own county and become Mexican ciii
zens. This invitation was aceepled by many of our
citizens, in the full faith that in their vew howme they
would be governed by laws enarted by representa
tives elecied by themnselves, and that their lives. lib-
erty and property would be protecied by constitution
al guarantees rimilar to those which existed in Lhe
republic they had left. Uunder a government thus or-
ganized Lhey contioued uatil the year 1835, when a

| military revolution broke out in the city of Mexico,
.| which eatirely subveried the federal and State con-

stitutions and placed a miilitary dictator at the head
of the Government.

By a sweeping decree of 2 Congress subservient
to the will of the dictater, the several State constita-
tions wetambolixhed, and the States them=olves con-
verted into mere departments of the Central Govern.
meut. The people of Texas were uawilling to sub
mit to this usurpation. Resistance to sveh tyranny '
became a high duty. Texas was folly absolved from '
all allegiunce to the Central Gevernment of Mexico
from ihe moment that goveromeut had ubolished
her State constitulion, snd in its place substituted an
arbiirary wnd despotic ceotral Gevernment. |

' Scuh were the principal causes of the Texan reye-

lation. The people of Texns st ance determined up-
on resisiance, and flew to arms. 1o the mids of three

in¢ouvenient 1o 1anke the pay- | i

ing the stipulated ** 1o be paid i S-h\hnﬂruql ud despotic gove
ing thereon,” was aled ** o in 5 years = h
i:‘eqnal instalmeotsevery three months” Notwith. | i-mm 1436, tie was met by the Texan

_Megiean nation has forever suded, and thut the
y‘ Texas do pew coustitula & FREE. SOVEREION,
' o‘urm-r xerusiic, and are fully invested

mth"\ll thye ri and attributes which properly be-

i nations.” _They also udnped far
¢ 'a lieral republican constitution.—
Aboul Whe same time Saista Auna, then the dictator

‘Pexas with'a namerchs arnty for
er people, aud epforciug o-

- ,and oa that day was achieved by
them the meniorable of San Jucinto, by which
nce. Con ring the
‘engaged oo the sides, history does
not reoewd & more brilliant achievement. Saota An-
ha hisneoll was among the eaptives. ;
Yo the thowth of May 1536. Santa Anoa acknowl-
edged, By % trenty with the Texan authorilics, in the
most solerva formt, * the full, entire, and perfect io-
dependents of the Republiie of Texas.” Itis true
he was then a r of war, bat it is equally true,
that he had failed to reconquer Texas, and had met
with signal defedt ; that his authority had not been
revoked, and that by virtue of this treaty he obtained
hie personal release. By it hostilities were surpend-
ed, und the urmy ‘which had invaded Texas uuder
commund returned in pursuaace of this arrangement
unmolested, 1o Mexico. "
From the day that the battle of San Jacinto was
fought until the present hour, Mexico has never pos-
sessed the power to reconquer Texas. In the lan-
guage of the Secretary of Siate of the United States,
ia a despatch to var miuister in Mexico, under date
of the eighth of July, 1342, * Mexico may have
chosen to coasider, aud may still choose te cousider
l'exas as having been at all times since 1833, aud as
continniug, a rebellious province ; but the world has
been obliged to tuke u very different view al the mat-
ter. From the time of the battle of Sun Jagiuto, in
April, 1536, 10 the preseut moment, Texas has ex-
hibited the sume exteru«l signs of national indepen-
dence us Mexico herself, aud with quite as much
stability of govermment.
peadent, acknowledged as s political sovereiguty by
the principal Powers of the worldy ne hostile foot
finding rest within her territory forsix orseven years,
aud Mexice herself refraining for all that period from
any further attempt to re-estublish her own suthori-
ty over that territory, il cannol but be surprising 1o
tind Mr. de Bocanegra” (the Secretary of Foreign
Affuirs of Mexico,) ** complaiving that for thut whole
period citizens of the United States, or ils govern-
meut, have been favoring the rebels of Texus, and
supplying them with vessels, ammunition, and moury,
a8 if the war for the reduction of the province of Tex-
ax had been constautly prosecuted by Mexico, und
her success prevealrd by Lhese iufluesnces from a-
broad.” lu the same despsich the Secretary of
State affirms that * since 1837 the Uniled States
huve regarded T'exas au as independent sovereiguty,
a8 much us Mexico; aud that trade and commerce
with citizens of a governmeut st war with Mexico
cannot, ou that acceun’, be regurded us un intercourse
by which assistance and succor are given to Mexican
rebels. The whole curtent of Mr. de Bocauegra's
remarks runs iu the same direction as if the indepen-
dence of Texas hud nut been acknowledged. 1t has
been acknowledged—it was acknowledged in 1837
against the remvustrance and protest of Mexico; and
most of the acts of any importance. of which Mr. de
Bocausgra complaine, flow necessarily from that re-
coguition. He rpeaks of T'exas as slill being *“ an
integral part of the territory of the Mexican repub-
lie,”$but he canuot but understand that the United
Statés do not so regard it The real compiuiut of
Mexico, therefore, i3, in substance, neither more nur
less than a complaiot agaivst the recogaition of Tex-
au independence. It may be thought rather late to
repeal that complaint, and not quite just Lo confine
it 10 the United States, Lo the exemption of Knglund,
Frunce, and Belgium, vuless the Uuited States, hav-
ing bern the first to acknowledge the iudepeudence
of Mexicu herself, are 1o be blamed for seiting an
example for the recoguition ef that of Texas.” And
he udded, that * Lthe constilution, public Lrealies, and
the laws oblige the Presideut to regard Texas as aun
independent State, aud its terrilory as no part of the
territory of Mexico.” Texas had been an indepen-
dent State, with an organized governmeanl, deflyiug
the power of Mexico to overthrow or recenquer her
for more than ten years before Mexico commenced
the preseut war against the United States. Texas
had given such evideuce to the world of her ability
to maiatain her separate existence as an independent
nation, that she had been formally recognised as such,
uot ouly by the Uuited States, but by several of the
principal powers of Europe. These puwers had on-
tered into Lreaties of amily, commerce, and nav-
igation with her They had received and accredited
her ministers and other diplomatic ageats at their re-
speclive courts, and they had commisdoned minis
ters and other diplomatic agents oa their part to the
government of Texas If Mexico, notwithstanding
u!l this, and her utter inability to subdue or reconquer
Texas, still stubbornly refused to recognize her asan
indepeadent nalion, she was uone the less 50 on that
account. Mexico hersell had been recogaised as un
independent nation by the United States, and by other
powers, many years before Spain, of which, before
her revolution. she had been u colony, would agree
to recognixe her as such; and yet Mexico was at
that time, in the estimation of the civilized world, and
in fact. uone the less an independent power because
Spain still claimed . her as a colony. If Spain had
centinued until the present period toassert that Mexi-
co was ene of her colonies in rebellion against her,
this would net have made her so, or changed the fuct
of her independent existence. Texas, at the period
of her anuexation 1o the Uaited States, bore the same
relation 1o Mexico, that Mexico had borne to Spain
for many years before Spain acknowledged her in-
dependenee, with this important difference—that, be-
fore the annexation of Texas to the Uuited States
was consummnated, Mexico herself. by a formal set
of her governineut, had acknowledged the indepen-
dence of Texas as u nation. It is true, that in the
act of recnguition she prescribed a coundition which
she had no power or authority to impose, that Texas
should net annex herself 1o sny other Power; but
ll_i._l could not detract in any degree from the recog-
nition which Mezxico then made of her actual inde-
pendence. Upon this plain statement of facts, it is
ubsurd for Mexico to aliege, as a pretext for com-
meuncing hostilities agninst the United States, that
Texas is still a part of her territory.

But there are those whe, conceding all this to be
true assume the ground that the true western boun-
dary of Texas is the Nueces, instead of the Rio
Grande ; and that, therefors, in marching our armny
to the east bunk of the lutter river, we passed the
Texan live, and invaded the territory of Mexico. A
simple statement of fucts, known to exist, will con-
clusively refute such an assumption. Texas,.gs ce-
ded to the United State by France in 1803, has been
always claimed as extending west to the Rio Grande
ot Rie Bravo. This fuet is establiched by the author-
ty of our most emiuent statesmen at 3 period when
the quesiion was us well if not betier understood than
it is at present. During Mr. Jefforson’s administra-
tion, Messrs. Monroe and Pickuey, who had been
scnt on a special mission to Madrid, charged amon
other things. with the adjustment of boundary be-
tween the tweo Conalries, in a note addressed te the
Spaci<h Miuister of Foreign Affuirs, under date of
the twenly eighth of Junuary, 1805, assert that the
boundaries of Louisiana, as ceded to the United
State by France “are the river Perdido on the east
and the river Bravo on the west ;" and they 'dd:
that “ fucts and wmp:. which justify this couela-
. our government as -
vince it that the United States have meot .ub:::,
right to the iund of New Orleans, under the cession
referred 10, than they have to the whole district of
lﬂgl:q which is above described.”

wn Lo the eonclusion of the Florida treat
February, 1519, by which this territory was eed::l i:
Spaiu. the United States amerted and maintained
their Lerritorial rights to this extent. In the mopth

of Juue 1318. during Mr Mouroe’s administration

ilkr—tin,hn’qhu received that a number .4"
fereign adventarers had landed at Galveston, with
Il.n‘a-niod purpose of forming a settlement in that
Vieiuily, s special messenger was ched by the
goverameat of the United States, with instroctians
from 1he Secretary of State (0 warn them 1o desist,
should they be found there * or any other place north
o(the Rioc Bravo, sud within the territery elaimed by

Practicnlly free aud inde- "

£ plmt’rin

the

instructed to call upod them to * avow under wiiat
pational autherity they profess to act,” and to give
theini due warning ** that the
dited Stated, who will siifer nd permanent settlement
fo be made there, Uhdef asy autherity other than
their own” As lalé as the eighth of July, 1842, the

of State of the Uniled Siates, in » note ad-
dressed to our minister in Mexico, maiuntains that, by
the Florida ireaty of 1819, the territory as fur west
as the Rio Grande was confirmed to Spain. In that
note he states that, ** by the treaty of the twenty-
second of Februrary. 1t19, between the United
States and Spain, the Sabiire was adepted as the line.
of boundary between the twe Powers. Up to that
period, no consideruble coloaization had heen effect-
ed in Texus ; but the terrilory between the Subine
and the Rio Grande being confirmed to Spain by -the
treaty, applications wére made to that Power for

tlement, were in fact made by the Spanish auothori-
ties in favor of cilizens of Lhe Uuited Stules proposing
to emigrate to Texas in namerous families, before
the decluration of iudependence by Mexico.”

The Texas which wasceded toSpain by the Florida
treaty of 1S19, embraced all the country now claim-
ed by the State of Texas between the Nueces and
the Rio Grande. The republic of Texas always
claimed this river as her western boun , and in
her treaty made with Santa Anna in May, 1836, he
recognised it as such. By the constitution which
Texas adopted in March, 1836 senatorial anr repre-
tative districts were organized extending West of
the Nueces. The Congress of Texsds, on the 19th of
December, 1836, “an Act to define the boun-
daries of the republic of Texas,” in which they de-

to be their boundary, and by the said Act they ex-
tend their “civil anl political jurisdiction” over the

than mine years, which intervened between the adop-
tion of her constitution and her annexation a one of
the States of the Union, Texasasserted and exercised
many acts-ef sovercignty and jurisdictionover the ter-
ritory and inhabitants west of the Nucces. She or-
ganized and defined the limits of countiesextending to
the Rio Grande. She established courtsofjustice and
extended her judieisl system ovér the territory.—
She established a custom-house, and collected dutics,
and also post offices and post roads, in it. Ske es-
tablished a land office, and issued numerous grants
for land, within its limits. A Senator and a Repre-
sentative residing in it were elected to the Congress
of the republic, and served as such before the act of
annexation took place. In both the Congress and
Convention of Texas, which gave their assent to the
terms of annexation to the United States, proposed
by our Congress, were representatives reait{ing west
of the Nueces, who took part in the act of annexation
itself. This was the Texas which, by the act of our
Congress of the twenty-ninth of December, 1845,
was admitted as one of the States of our Union. That
the Con of the Udited States understood the
State of Texas which they admitted into the Union
to extend beyond the Nueces is apparent from the
fact, that on the thirty-first of December, 1843, only
two days after the act of admission, they passed a
law “ to establish a collection district in the Stateof
Texas” by which they created a port of delivery at
Corpus Christi, situated west of the Nueces, and be-
ing the same point at which the custom-house, under
the laws of that republic, had been located. and di-
rected that a surveyor to collect the revenue should
be appointed for that port by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate. A sur-
veyor was accordingly ncminated and confirmed by
the Senate, and has been ever since in the perform-
ance of his daties. All these acts of the republic of
Texas, and of our Congress, tfrweded the orders for
the advance of our army to the east bank of the Rio
Grande. Subsequently, Congress passed an act “es-
tablishing certain post routes,” extending west of
the Nueces. The country west of that rivernow
constitutes a part of one of the Congressional distriets
of Texas, and is re nted in the House of Repre-
sentatives. The rs from that State were
chosen by a legislature in which the country west of
that river was represented. In view of these facts,
it is difficult to conceive upon what ground it can be
maintained that, in oceupying the country west of
the Nueces with our army, with a view solely to its
security and defence, we invaded the territory of
Mexico. But it would have been still more difiicult
to justify the Executive, whose daty it is to see that
the laws be faithfully executed, if in the face of all
these proceedin
of the United States, he had assumed the -
hhh? of yielding up the territory west of the Nueces
to Mexico, or of refusing to protect and defend this
territorx, and its inhabitants, including Corpus
Christi, as well as the remainder of Texas, against
the threatened Mexican invasion. i

But Mexico herself has never placed thé war which
she has waged upon the ground that our army occu-
pied the immediate territory between the Nueces and
the Rio Grande. Her refuted ion that Tex-
as was not in fact an independent State, but a rebel-
lious provinee, was obstinately persevered in; and
her avowed in commencing & war with the
United States was to reconquer Texas, and to restore
Mexican suthority over the whole territory—not to
the Nueces only, but to the Sabine. In view of the
proclaimed menaces of Mexico to this effeet, I deem-
ed it my duty, as a measure of precaution and defence,
to order our army to occupy & position on our fron-
tier as a military from which our troops could
best resist and repel any attempted invasion which
Mexico might make,

Ourarmy had occupied a position at Corpus Chris-
ti, west of the Nueces,asearlyas A 1845, with-
out complaint from any quarter. Had the Nueces
been ed as the true western boundary of Tex-
a8, that boundary had been passed by our army ma-
ny months before it advanced to the eastern bank of
the Rio Grande. In my snnual message of Decem-
ber I informed C that upon the invita-
tion of both the Congress Convention of Texas,
I had deemed ithfroper to order a squadron
to the coasts of Mexico, and to concentrate an etfici-
ent military force on the western frontier of Texas,
to protect and defend theinhabitants against the me-
naced invasion of Mexico. In that message I inform-
ed Congress, that the moment the terms of annexa-
tion offered by the United States were by
Texas, the latter became so fara of our own

tection and defence; and that for that plu})ou our
squadron had been ordered to the Gulf, and our ar-
my to “take a position between the Nuecee aud the
Del Norte,” or Rio Grande, and “to repel any inva-
sion of the Texan tarriu\r; which might be attempt-
edlby thedMoxiunn forces.”

t was deemed r to issue this order. beum
soon after the Prcl:::l)z:t of Texas. in Aprij,’lw,
issued his proclamsation convening the Congress of
that Republic, for the purpose of submitting to that
body the terms of annexation proposed by the United
States, the Government of Mexico made serious
threats of invading the Texan territory. These
&mhomemimpodngahbeunamnsp-

of the question, that the

ple of Texns would decide in favor of m
terms of annexation ; and, finally, had assumed
such a formidable character, asind both the Con-
- and Convention of Texas to request that s mi-

foree should be sent by the U States into
her territory for the
fending her against th
have been a violation of faith towards the
ple of Texas to have refused to afford the aid which
they had been exposed by their free determination to
annex themselves to our Union, in compliance with
the overtare made to them by the joint resolution of
T v Tiagty. » M of the Aris siks widoved

ingly, a pé t Was to

advence into Texas. C Christi was the posi-
tion selected by Gen Taylor. Heencamped at that
piace in August, 1845, and the army remgiined in
that pesition until the 11th of 1846, when it
moved west , and on th 28th of that month reach-
ed the etnrhnku. of the Rio Grande toMa;;
amoras. movement was made in pursuance
orders from the War Department, issued on the 13th

of Jannary, 1846. B ; i
of pur in Mexico, transmitting

both of the Congressof Texasand

» Hewas

sce is within the U-'

grasts of land and such grants, or permissions of set- |

clared the Rio Grande from its moath to its aource |

country up totheboundary. Duringaperiod of more |

country as to make it our duty to afford such pro- |

e invasion. It would |

dvidin, 'ﬁ’n-}:e should '
&4 of .our Consul residing in the Cijt
Mlﬂthr bearing dute on the 17th, ulndyt::
5il qg)mm ber, 1843, copies of botl,
: Yy message to Con 4
po bl Th“-m :re received at the gepnr(:. :
) mmunications rend i
highly probable, if not absolutely certain, tmt::
Minister would notl be receiveq by the Government
A i T :;:t :i]med'eu known that but
1 n f 2 -
Gho: St the ofa different resulr,

ment which he was prosecu ﬁn‘mﬁ‘ﬂ“t‘; W! ¥-move-

cessful, as was w i The Bt
Paredes, as our Minister, in the despatch referred to,
breathed the fiercest hostility against the )’
States, denounced the propesed n ion 23 tres.
son, and openly call wmlwgu aud the pec.
le to put the Government of Herrera by force
The of T and war with the Uniteq
States, were openly : ese were the ciy.

cumstances existing; when it was deemed
order the army u the command of Gen. Tayl,,

to advance to the western frontier of Texas, and o,
cu hspodti?lnuor:rmth'enionde.

-¥he appreheusions of a contemplated Mexican jp.
vasion have been since: ,fu:l'.ipﬁed by the evex?t,
The determination of Mexico to rush into hostilities
with the United States was s manifested

from the whole of the note of the Mexican Mi-
nister of Forei Aan.irs to our Minister, bedring
date on the 12th of March, 1846. Puredes had then
revolutionized the government, and his Minister, af-
ter referring to the resolution for the annexatioix of
Texas, which had been sdopted by our Congress in
March, 1845, proceeds to declare that “g fact such
as this, or, to speak with greater exuctness, so nota-
ble an act of usurpation, created an imperious neces-
sity that Mexico, for her own honor, should repel it
wish proper firmness and dignity. The Supreme
Government had beforehand declared that it would
look upon such an act as a casus delli ; and, 23 8 con-
sequence of this declaration, negotiation was, by its
very nature, atan end, and war was the ouly recogrseo
of Ithe Mexican Go;:rnment.” '

t appears, also, that on the 4th of April followin
Gen. Puredes, through his Minister ol:' War, issu g
orders to the ‘Mexican General in command on the
Texan frontier to “attack” onr army “by every
means Which war permits” To this Gen. Paredes
had been pledged to the army and people of Mexico
during the mili revolution which had brought
_him into power. On the 18th off April, 1846, Gen,
Paredes addressed a letter to the Commander on that
frontier, in which he stated to him “at the present
date 1 suppose you are at the head of that valiant ar-
my, either fighting already, or preparing for the op-
erations of & campaign ;” and “supposing you alrea-
dy on the theatre of operations, and with all the for-
ces assembled, it is indispensable that hostilities be
eommel,::oed, yourself taking the initiative against the
enemy. :

The movementof our army to the Rio Grande was
made by the Commanding General under positive or-
dersto ﬁs&m from all aggressive acts towards Mex-
ico, or Mexican eciti and to the ous.
between the two mw::i,“ as puoet‘urew:} mle::lﬂex-

ico should declare war, or commit acts of hostility in-
dicative of a state of war; and these orders he faith-
fully executed. Whilst cccupying his position on
the east bank of the Rio Gaiande, within the limits
of Texas, then recently admitted as one of the States
of our Union, the C ing General of the Mex-
ican forces, who, in pursuance of the orders of his
Government, had collected a large army on the op-

ite shore of the Rio Grande, crossed the river, in-
vaded our territory, and commenced hostilities by at-
tacking our forces. ¥ -

Thus, after all the injuries which we had received
and borne from Mexico, after she had insultingly re-
jected a Minister sent to her on & mission of peace,
and whom she had solemnly agreed to receive, she
consummated her long course of outrage agdinst our
country by commencing an offensive war and shed-
ding the blood of our citizens on our own seil. »

(1% be concluded on Friday.)

NEW ADVERTISEMBNTS,
BANK OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

DIVIDEND of Four per cent. on the Cupital
Swck having been declared for the last half-
youi—the same will be paid at the Baok, en first
Monday in January uext, aud ut the Brauches fificen
days theresfier. - . C. DEWEY, Cushier.
Dec 14, 1846. - 100 3t

Gaylord’s Patent Cutter.

W ISt to prucure.yn Agent, ur Agents, 1o travel
I throogh the States of Virginia, Geurgia, Alabama
aud Muswsippi, for the purpose of dJieposing  of
Rights for the best Huy, Surgw and Stalk Cutier in
the United Siates—being that putented by U. S,
Gavronp, of Uonnecticuls T'o perdvns, coming
well recommended, tbe most liberal wages will be
given, Letters addressed to me, st Chapel Hill,
( post paid ) will be promptly attended to. - -

I subjiin a bw Uenificates for the purpose of
showing the estimation in which “Garions's Patem”
is held, where it is best known. x !

: DAVID RYAN. |

Chapel Hill, Dec. 11; 18467 100-=1J1

Ly~xcaaune, Dec 1st, 1846,

Mr David Rysn, Sir: In 1eply 10 yours of the
23¢d ulit. enquiring the success of the Guylord Patent
Cutting Machine,” the nght ol which for ihis ‘Cown
and County [ bought trom you, I have oanly 10 say
that § bave mwade vut svime four or five, snd thry

bave been universally appruved of. Had [ not been
engaged m the manofaciure of more heavy work, I

. should ‘have made mors, as ['intend 1o do, regerding

them as the “ne plus wllra™ of Cutting Machunes.
Very respecifully :
Yout ovedient servant,
JAMES McNAMEE,
Iron Founder and Machiuist.

We, the Subscribers, cernify that we consider Gay-
lord’s Paient Hay, Siraw and Swalk Cuiter, for durs-
bilny, efficiency in cutung, and ke esse with which
it is propelied, as much superior 1o any we have evers

used or secen, '
NORTHROP KELLOGG,
LEMUN E HENDRY,
FREDERICK W. SIZER,
' JOHN GAYLORD.
Gaylord's Bridge, Nov 25,1846, ;
Nzw Mizrunp, Cr,. Nov,, 1846.

- This certifies that at the late Fair of the American
Institute i’ New Yurk City, | saw and osed Gay-
lord’s Patent Straw - Cutter, and tested it severely
several tumes with the varioas kinds of Fodder, Hay,
Suaw avd Statks, and found it 1o perform faster and
eusier than uny one of the many exhibited there. [
consider it the least likely to get out of onder, of any

machine 1uvenited to cut ;
© " ORRA WARNER.

This may certify that | bave been sequainted with
Mr, U. 8 Gaylord’s Patent Suuw Culter in ils va-
nous stages ol invention : !

before the pubiic, it ha« become in this vicinity very
popular. | have used his machine and eomsider it
the best machiue exiant for cutting fudden,
' ~ WILLIAM ROBERTS..

New Milford, Nov. 25, 1846, b

Mr. David Ryan, Sir? I have tried Mr. C 8, Gay-
lord's Patent miraw Cautter, and am fully sstisfied
that in principle and practical wlility, it 1s the best
cutier nuw in use, . gt
For durability, eass. snd speed in its execution, [
never have sern sny that would compare at all with
it I bave exsmined very many Siuraw Cuiters, add
never have seem one that would cut the same amouut
of Suaw, Hay or Uorn stalks in a given time, with-
out requiring trom three fourths mours, 1o d.uble the
amosal thet this does. So well sausfied
am | of the piactical muility «F the Machine, that [
have sontracied with the Patentee Tor the prvilege of
hﬁi’u jem, and sm m!-llill e stigns %
build large quautities ours wely,

: RANKLIN SEELYE,

the decision of the Council of Government of Mexi-

G')’_Wl Brinip, Conn., Nov. 25, 1846, 1

not be received, and also

pro to .

Sisce he has compieted snd brought his machine

em——— ¢ JEEESSSE
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