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TO THE CITIZENS OF THE

'0‘1['1[0 V'IWE. 1L I'H: o= .lf JS-S":QCHT{SE"’I‘TS
nbupgo—m.| W .rwith G. Britain.
FroLow UITIZENS,
[n mv last letier I gave the historv of
pr sident Jefferson’s embargo in 1807.
p udlertaking to state his reasons for re-
comnadnding the destructive ‘measure, he
hus exposed himself to detection; and I
présumethat every fair-minded reader will
b convinced from  his own documents
which I recited, of his hypoctisy, riu;-)hm-
tv, L alschooed and treacherv. President
3:dison has been more cautions in  his
embirpo, assigning no specifick reasons
for recommending . But we Lave Mr.
]+ Terson’s assurance (in his answer to the
Bait. Tamm v Society when he went out
of office) thut M#. Vadison, when secre-
v of state, had eordially  co-operated
with him'in his measures ; whi h hc con-
gilered as a pledgé, that, now become Pre-
sid-nt. he would pursue the same svstem,
But this testimony of his patron was not
B ¢ -sary toinduce a full expectation an:
bei efin those who were acquainted ‘with
Mr. Mauadison’s politictl- character, that
he would go on in the same course. That
he should therefore recommended an em
by at this juncture, is perfectly consist-
ent.  Having Immd with the French em-
crar % in twisting a knot about our necks”
his Turther co-o:)c'ratlnn was naturallv to
be « xnected? v And nothing could so effec-
tuallv  promote, the empernrs views, at
this time as 'an embargo—to be followed
bv*: war with GreatBritain.. Such a war,
however, [ think vir. Madison must be a
treed '::‘?1'31‘&-'!".:_'“&;.\ 2 wouldnot bes sufli~ient-
Iv popular for him to ‘verture upon unless
Great Britain can, bv some cunning man-
agenent, being induced to commence ; &
it some way that may enable him to pers
si (i the pecple that he had taken everv
p\q sihle nrecaution ta avoid a war.  The
proceedings in East Florida mav lead to
this result. - The hadisof these proceedings.
w s the act of Gongress secretly. pas.sseﬂl
.d'l'r-"l!);'ﬂ' the last sesston of €ongress, aa-
th wising the President to take possession
of thnt S'i;qrziq’: pravi :Ce. in case an .ar.
i -’”Q’::It”t had been or shonuld be made with
she laval authoritimtheresf for deliviring
po+ session of it or af any part of the United
St ites ; or an the eventof anattempt to oc-
cuny that province or any part 2f 1t by -any
firewen government. .. And one hundred
thousand doliirs were' appropriated, and §
pl ied'at the President’s disposal, * tode-
frav such expenses as the. President might
d-em necessary, for obtaining as aforesaid
and security of that territory.

The provisions of this act, and sub'se
quent events, derser¢e consideration. . And
first, —How w as the President to obtain
possession of Bast Florida? * By. an. ar
Tangement with the local suthority there-

£.” And. what constituted that ¢ local
authority 2 ( And whv attempt an#* ar-
rangement” with those Spanish officers?
The President and Congress knew _ that
th. Sovereign power” of Spain alone could
law fullv make an arrangement,” for trans--
ferring the possession of the province of
the United States ~What sort of an** ar-
rangement,” then could be miade with the
- g'vernour and other offiers of East Flori-
«dx? " There could be but one—and that
‘one could be accoufpltshed onlv bv the vo-
lunt"m' treason of those officers of vqrhu':.h‘i

President was to' take advantage:

his emplowqg our agents to seduce thq n/
from their allegiance, and bv corruption };

- tempt them' to become tm:tor: to their.

country. And from tlie ‘statement I am
now maki such *lﬁ q)pear to hnve DEE
the-deliberate plan oﬁ:wmmqm_ fd

mivble Madison I” tﬁt
!n his Ma}ﬂéiﬂgb Of '

ha | reason’ to Bélieve, ‘and wtﬁeh«,
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‘Vladiﬁn ,could then war.mly deeta ;

insinuating too, that Heary wasthe ** se-
crét agent of the Brfluk government § al-
hough it does not dppqar, by the pupers
themselves, that Henrv was employed Gy
Governor Craig with the knowledge of his
g'overnment. ’%V'lth the like Baseness and?
with the absolut® want of.trqrh, Mr. Ma-
dison says, that Henry was % ‘employed
in foraénting dlsaﬁictlon to tire constitated
authorities of ‘the nation, and in intrigues
with the disaffected g for the purpose ot
brmgmg\about resigihce to the laws, and
eventually, in concert with a Britishrforce |
of destroving the Union.” | But, there is
notbmgm Henri’s papers to warrant this
accusation. _Henry savs he did not open
his lipsto a smgk person on the subjeet of
hismission. Of course he dilnot* fo-
ment disaffzction to the constituted authot
ities of the nation,” nor from any intrig.es
with the disaff-cted ™ Tt isa vile stander
ongthe respectable federal inhabitwnr of Bos-
ton, whom Mr. Muadison meant to desig
nate by the term * disaffected.”  And why
should Mr. Mudison in a formil commu-
nication to Congress utter this base stan-
der ?—The important elections-in M asga:
His mvssi

]

chusetts were approachiog.

was short and.would be read by thousa

while Henry's documents «were fgjig; and.

would be read bv few. And’ st;fl.l;l fewer

likelv to read’ them with ‘the attention.re-

quisite to detect Mr. ‘Madison’s mistep-
East 'Fl')rid e

resentations.
But to return to &he

British minister at Washington, Mr.

ter, on the jth of September last, stated to
vIr. Monroe, Secretary of State, his in
formation received from the Spanish m%n
ister in Philadelphia, that Governor VI(lt-
thews of Georgial was on tire frontiersi of
East Florida, “ forthe purpose of treating
with the inhabitants of that province, forits
being delivered up tothe United States’ go-
Jernment ; thathe w 13 with this view u-
sing €veTy me -thod.of seduction to effuct
his purpose ; oﬁcrmg‘fo each white inhab-
itant who would 'sidé 3 'hmm 50 acres of
lund and. the 'gu. :rantt?e?h his rel .b won aed
propertv ; stipuliting also that the Aine-
rican government would pav the debts f

L her S: mmsh government whether due in

pensions or otherwise ; and that he would
ciyse officers ind soldiers of the - garrison
to be conveyedto such ' places as should he
indicated, provided' they did not rather
choose to enter into the service of the U.
States.” —These terms held outto theSpa
nish sub]ectant Florida, have on the  f.ce
of them the stamp of pubiik - authority.
A private individualy for his own private
purposes he would never have dreamed of
making such overtures.. Mr, Fosterpdds
—*¢ after'the solemn asseverations - which
vou gave me in the month of Juls, that no
intentions hostile to the Spanish interests
in Florila existed on the part of your go
fvernmént, |, [ am wholly unible to sup
pose that General M.atthews can have had

*Ordcrs from the President for the conduct

he is 'stated to be pursuing; but the meas

ures he .is said to be takmgm correspong-
ing with: trltitors,- and endeavoring by bri

bery and every art of seduction to infuse
aspirit of',rebcllmn into the subjects of the
king of Spain in those quarters, are such
as to create the . liveliest inguictude, and
to call for the m: st early’ mtgrfermce on

the part of the governmient pfithe United
States.” . And thcn Mr," F/)s

ala.rmmg steps of governor Matthews for
subverting the Spamsﬁ autlionty in Flori
da. F { 2 i

Nearly two months are suﬂlred tm ‘e
lapse before Mr. "Monroe gives an ansﬂfgr
to Mr.: Foster. « At length on the 5thof
November 1811, he sends himione,, driwn
mpawith all the art with which ;\‘Ig Mad-
50 ds capaslel Insiead of the ‘requested |

ances for injuries received from the Spag
sir goveroment in" the course of thé as
fifteen years ; 3 ﬂ of which -Mr., Madi

encﬂ

i o

I | well. 1 re
| this mtcrmeddtmg of \a British é-avemr =

e&piﬁmatmn it glves al loug ‘tale ot gnex-ql'

+nd encerprising, no man could bg: better
qualified to e¢xcence Mr. Madison’s |
sigas on ‘East Fiorida. - Chis”av oﬁ
Joubt whea' T add, thdt (mvcmor -
thews was the governor of beurg:.m_ hen
the Luglslatu?e of this state” made ts
to some companies of speculators ‘o arty
millions of écres of land withia the claimed
.murrdanes of that State ; aud the gover-
nor’s agency was etessar! to the comple-
tion of thosc grangs.: But the succecding
legslature declired they had been obtawa-
ed by gross nr;’ael‘v and corruption so- a-
trocious that the laws by ‘virtue of which
those graunts had been madc, were expun
ged from their records,” and stamped wich
all the i ignamy which a publick burning be- |
fare the 3 bled people could aflict.

' st now received advices, 3

s-, of the effects of Gov
| A party of Spi-| ¢
to an % rrection,

'S fagency..
SUDJERES  excite

have scized upon the Spanish*post in A-
melia Island ; the commander of Lhe“Um-
States gun-boats there giving counttnamce
and support to the insurgents and, the ¢o u-
maunder of the American troops on the
nclghburmg shorc of (xcurgl i, detaching
a company of riflemen, who accompanicd
by Gen. -Matthews, received the 8 ¥
der of the place 0 the American arm“'

Now let Mr. Madison again pctulc.d'tly
clamor aod v1lhiz General Craig and the
British governmént for employing John
Henrv; and hencefoward let him and his
adherents reproach Great-Britain for her
attatk on Copenhkagen '~—=An attack, the
sole objuctof which was to get possession
of the Dnish fleet of ships ot war, to pre-
venttheir falling nto the Etndh of hcr for-
mid.able and 'lmplu,ablc enemy, ‘the em:pe
ror of France. As to Mr.
tails of Spanish wrongs and th - pretende=d

t

—they are 80 fuil

scotations as greaf» to mislead the publlc
omund. Lt is of public 1mportance to cor-
rect themd: and when I can spare e time
I*will correct ;them. At present [ must
conrent myself with affirming;, [hat when
the bargain was made in Panis for the pur-
chase of Louisiana, West Florida wds not.
10 contemplation as a part of it.  That the
U. States never . paid for 1t#{. And that

taey have no title to 1t., |
[he history I have gl ?l ofthe Eaﬂt
3 Wlth other acts

Florida business, concur
to shew the true ch \aragger of our govem-
ment ;- by which'the United States are dis-
honoured ¢ aud by which'wé mdy bedrawn
inw-a war with Great-Britaintnd Spain.
his last consideration wasSthe direc 2t ob-
ject of these details. [ we are plunged
lato a -destructive war, 'it bchovcs Mr,
Madison to have it so brougit @adas that
Great- Britain, may "appear to bE"the ag.
gressor in commencing ‘it,—Great. Brttam
is the taithful allyof Spainl . She hus more
than once interposcd remonstr ance against

{ the acts of our government concerning the
She alone, in the present €on-

Floridas.
ditian of the Sp. imqh monarchy,’ could be
expected to send troops to retake and
defend East Florida. - ‘Shouid she do 1,
the. American and British arms will come
to.collision—the..projected war will coms-
mence, . Mr.. Madison setting up 2 claim
to East- F lorlda, as the means of indemni

dy intimated,: ~may be shewn to haveT.ori-
nated with. France) will-.aav iof Em't, as
he Has alréady. said of West Flor:da, ‘that
“the Pregidedt cannot admit the’ right of
Great.Britaip to interfere in; anv question

......

|

gret th?it he'l!al AC men': ho-
aourable emplomcut ‘was @0 .iatres
pld*)ﬂi«.cr in our revolutionury war, . Brave]-

L\mec B de- e

tuie of the Uared States to Wcst-Flurldaw emgu'

{ errors and - mlsrcprr- by “the constitugion ohthe Uhited Statep, '
2. That ﬁr ement,  which has
groﬁu 0 °to “ of Ma

ly

ter: carnestly Les for the injuries the U. States have rc-’an averture.  This
xsks _Mr. Monroe an t:tpl mation of those%é.wed from"Spa:rﬂ(au af wh: h, as ai.rca-

rthmg to that province.”* Aand if the to congress; to bey
Bihited States shall be satisfi-d {and _from |touching Subjects] re 1
their past astonishing c_cmﬁdence in him -Objﬂc‘tﬂ:"”"f"fgpl T 'ﬂf discu sﬂ %
Wr; Jeﬁ‘ersoq he m"ﬁd agrt dd to( _]ccm ﬁdl?lﬁuﬂg dlacusslw | R
: ex@ept ‘;) tﬁel Ear Q Mx g‘ 4 mayf me"ﬁt. : ad s ey . ;:._
> be " ; ' di B,‘.'.t."_.m“vu aljed 8"-‘d "Sat in thn ca;e s
» | the overtare had been r?al]y pﬂ:&pn“ o
_ by the ;tccutive t0'the Fe l’igov i cnc
th ;thmdgh our ;S;:ﬁm at P: 3 ) e .
- - _§ consequence thereotf, lem
af Ca W@ﬁhb‘ Mf*bi

S SR T R
wml-; t.he fu:hngué oLy, Boo
are shielded froxn oﬂ' o '

uupelt will ha\'e
perasal, and ifit
muay ‘to whom it u,_'
Iresed, it will not be -
taents, to whose judgmeat and ptﬁ’hm it
Authority qa direct appedl'iim. froih w:ry
error and abuse of power,’ i
~ 70 THE co:
QF PHe UNILE
; Fecuw and tranmmry*i a8 are
pressions produced: by the‘cexposuré L pots
ucal errors aom n di]nrrymn- g
tention yet'at this ul crises, it may, pers
chance; oe ofigom o calk your sérious
‘attention to sume me eharaetenc ‘an-
omalies of she times, " 4 <) N
- O your honorable ‘body,_— satnc it agqms,
'have been induced ito Ik, virtue ¢

of an existing compact '- W thew -
ligation to '

are under an 1trdispenbanl" :
vote for a’declara ‘imn ot war agnima G
Britan ; others, dltnough they feel not the
force of any. stich compac t, are vet of, the
op:uion, that coalpte ¥ with the course af
‘public proccedmgu, mwemnw the-
holdthétr votes for suchia declartion,: .md, y
there are, 1t is said, others who ‘would p R
fer a. ﬁcclaratxon of war : against Grcat .
Britain to*any measure that could be des
Vlscd by the wisdom of man. As to the 'lasg
lass, should there _urthappily'be any such,:
are really too “fan{ below - cons:dera-

tion to merit any kiad ‘of aninfadversion,
But wntl;y.respect ta?ﬁc oﬁtevz“ “classes,
in so far as they séem t%conwler the nra--
posed war as a nauoual*}:ﬂlatﬁrtv, lik=ly to

be: iutcedtpou us by clrcumgtances again ¢

o

iy o4

théir wishes, they maifest disposition to: "
avert . it, could it consistently ‘be done. .. o«
Iti is, therefore, to them 1 dm about submrt:f ;

g, with a bécamm

decorum, a fcw ob.. ‘
s calculmed to shew,

‘Bat there.is not ay this. ﬁme
smpact,with Fra

Aa &‘lt‘ll

?-' ?

*:, ¥
I
b

any
pee,” wmranu:d

.

1810, did it even ;mmunt to a co mutm g ;

compact, imposes n ton.¢ the obhqt e
8 ation ofdc-cl.armg war aga) Erltd“l‘ %
+: 2d. That cousistency, mﬁad irt'af req,;y.",’

ing, io-s altually forbld duchad,,c]‘m*mh-_ .

of war.

.18t The rem yrk, whmh in the outseg
preaeuts itself, on this QOcasion, 18, that 2
compa;;t with a forcngp POWer cannot, a.’
greeably to gur constitution. be for ‘
the part of t%c U  Srates b; amc,—:,na:t r;:;
the. leglslature. Lhe powers of the gencral h
goverament and of 1ts several departments
h iving been precisely defined & particulure

enumerated, and the tre aty- makidg
power havfng been explicitly given to the 3
president and the senate, no constitition b
compagt can consequently be for:qed,m-uh
a forcign’ governmcat, but by thé president.
and senate. © The'act of May 1810,¢an by -
us be considered ouly ag.a rule of condict 4 ¢

to the execuhv to the; le . of ‘th
Unltf:d Statg:q. I d:rccted%ﬁ*p p‘l‘!:ﬂldt‘nl':
in'd stated event, to lﬂsle hlk piecla: 1; ion
decldnng_the Enct, and 1t Pres 'M

people the course of ¢
tact being prqclnmed m
Great Britain, Its, purpotes ik
considered by "a’ proposit
two bclhgercnmcwgreu s h  Cor
tution Lﬂv compmnt’tb ;heﬁzkbmg ¢fg it
. een
committéd c:xc.Lm. 1 to the :;e;::@,’

And the wndom fe _msa}utary provi
has been, n _, VQ 1llus ratcd by the
mllmtnbg embarr nIt:ﬂts {{é re- b

au]ted from the pracuce ‘
by the executive,
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