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SOUSEOF REPRESENTATIVES.

Friday, May 29.
Debate concluded from our last. )

Mr. RANDOLPH thgnked the gentlernan from
gouth-Carolinu for the Tespite which he had uninten-
gionally given him, and which in his exhausted situ.
ation was hiﬁly grateful. This wur for commeroial
sights is to be yagcd against the express wish (con-
\ally pronounced, spoken in- language which

gtitution
be misunderstood) of the great commercial

= gcannat

't (H - . . L -
pn cormmerce by the roots, which in f%s aperation

most necessarily drive population and capital beyond
S MOUNE NS e '

Vir. CALHOUN again rose —*%s the gentleman
hol expressed his satisfaction at t}xe_resti. ffo i

- by the former call to ordery*he would, im ano-"

t/ opportunity to rest himselfi HETaSRE th _
gileman from Virginia shauld submit to the chair
s the propositio he intended to make, that the House
moht judge of the correctness of the course he took.
I the course now taken were parliamentary, if the
- pr-a.rtice now attempted were permitted to succe:-ed,
it would be in the power of sny member at any time
to embarrass the Pﬁ\ec-:ﬁni‘:'i of the House.

The SPEAKER (#ho had resumed the chair) said,

thit unquestionaoly in the opinion of the chair, the-

p- mosition might be required to be submitted in wri-
tin . because it was made the duty of the chair to
fequire the application of observations made on the
» floor to the subject debated ; and this dutv certainly
eonid not be performad unless the ‘chair was apprised
of the terms of the proposition.

i+ CALHOUN, [ then call upon the gentleman
go s mit his oraposition.

Mr. RANDOLPH. The eentleman has no right
to el upon me: vow,! Mr Speaker, unquestionably
have. My proposition is one respecting our relations
with the two great belligerents, and goes to affect
the question of peace or war. Whilst up, sir, per-
mt me to observe, that if I were wide of the mark,
I might have heen permitted to go on—

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please to

take hig seat, the chailr having decided that his mo-

tion must be snbmitted before fisther debate.
\r. RANDOLPH s3id he had not understood the
8peaker as making any such decision.
The SPE AKFR said| he certainly had sodecided.
Mr. RANDOLPH. My propusition is, that itis
got expedient-at this tifne to resort toa war against
Great-Britain. . cacm ey -
The SPEAKFR I3 the motion seconded? | o
\Mr. Randolph. or sgme other gentleman, expres.
¢cd his surprise that & sccond in such a case should
be required. : : .
The SPEAKER gaid he conceived that every mo-
tinn must receive a seeond before it could be announ-
ced fromthe chair.  He also required that thé motion
be reduced to writing. i L
Mr. RANDOLPIZ- -Tthenappeal from that deci-
g.0n .- -
. The SPEAKTR stated the grounds of his decision,
and read the rales requiring motions when made  to
be seconded before put to the vote, and when' de-
manded to beg reduced to writmg ‘ . -
Vir "TRANDOLPH sgid he would only remark that
this right of preficing/a motion by remarks was al-
most the last vesiuire of the freedom orMebate 5 if it
were destroyed. there would be nore left but under
tiie nermission of the majority. R v
Messrs. Pitkin,’ Goldsborongh, and Key, spoke
tothe question of opjler, and agminst the Speaker’s
degision. = b

The following obsenvations of one @f these gentle-
moen (M. Goldshorourh)embrace t suhstange of

v argnment against the Sp ker's decision :.

r GOLDEBOROUEGH said. that, "on all occa-
sions of appeal framt he decision of tife speaker.on a
qurstion of order, the ifirst impuise of his mind-was
t> support the chair, ard it was bis practice to do go

in all doubtful cades. In the present instance, how-
ever, the conviction of his judgment as to the incor- |
reatness of the dicision of the honorable speaker was
30 clear and conclusive to himself, .that he sheuld bés
comnelled to declare so by his vote, " The substan-
tial question submitted; to the House by this’ appeal
was, ““whether a‘member rising ig his places’ and
declaring his intention Yo submit a mogiah foF €onsir

{ deration, had, or had ! not, a rizhz fﬁl‘afede:his

motion with suchexpladatory remarks, such prefato-
, rv sneech, Jkeeping himself within the bounds of 5:3-
e

neral decorum.. at he might deem necessary: op

ceeasion'and pertinent to the propogition intended to.

be offered® The chair had, in effect, determin

egainst this right, and on that ground had prohibited .
the e:enﬂeman from Virgini» from -proceeding in his
speech: ¥n this opinion, Mr. G, said he could not |

Quiescedin the right, and the member befinindulged |
With_the,nccupazgy of the gocir for “m‘ '
as thejchose tamake. This privilege, i asil
 certamnly is, by usage-~bw what 13 frequently te '
the common law of the House, Mr. G considered
us founded in principles of great propriety, in refers
ence fo other rules and practices of this House. W}
Was an establised rule of practice, of the propriétyoff |
which he would now say nothing, that no queStion | &
~ould be brought before the House by a member,|it,
however important he might suppose it, ‘without the |
vote of a majority to consmiderit. What ‘change was
there, he wo )
vor of a naked propositien, udsupported by any
ellucidation from the mover, to_explain its object,
to interest ¢he House in its fnvof?or €ven to attract
their attentiontp.it? It s, Andeed; a point of respect
to the undefgganding of.the House, to adopt this |
course ; andhence it isinvariably done. Admittingy
then, the generd! propriety of this course—ga m‘mi:%‘
[ the existence of ﬂ? ‘

usage of the House, the gnly limit to its excréige:
must be the/natyte'of the subjéct of the motion, and |’ and which rule,
the judgment or ipclimation of the mover. If he has {on farther reflcetion, he was o%iniun applied to |
a vight to offer explamatory rémarks, to make a preé® [ this casé. i '
fatorvapeech at all, he must equally have a right
regitlate the length of such speech by his own senseof | the Chair.
daty and proprietv. There cannot be any o*,helrﬂH

tional rule, anyother proper guide as to the extent. 6
the remarks or the length of the speech Admit the |;d
right to exist at all, (and he would venture to say not |,
a motion had been made even in‘this session, o angdh
importantsubject, without the exercise of it” to what
{ other rule than thediscretion of the movercan we res
‘sort to regulate its exercise ? - Shall any individuai)
member interrupt the injoyment of this important %
invaluablé privilege ? and shall the feelings, the
whim, or the policy of the majority restrain or-de~
feat its exercise 7 Shall their caprice or their irrita--
tibn stop the speaker at the moment when his re-
marks begin to bear hard upon some. fuvorite pointof
their doctrine or their policy; Reason and justice
certainly forbid this resort, as the necessary, or at
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n of the United States—a war which must cut |-

decided by 't}
fromywhich decision hie baving appealed, the ques
tion now to be decided by the Speaker is, was , Mv.

Lbrder, Becanse discussi

sk, of obtaining such a vote-in fa-

the debate on the  Guestion—
a resolution .wasyg

bate it before the House h

re right at-all, as sanctioged by the:

least the probable, result of it would be an instability

and favoritism wholly inconsistent with that equality

of rights which attaches to every member of* this

House. FPor these reasons, Mr. ‘G. said, he could
not give his sanction to the decision of the Honorable

Speaker in this question of order; but should, by his

vote, support the affirmative of this pesition, that a
-member, who is about to submit a pro
consid=ration of the House, has aright to prefice his
motion with such decorous rentarks, ‘and” withdsuch
length and detail of explanation, as he may think
preper. _ |

Mr. WRIGHT said that gentleman from Vir-%

position to the

er, and it having been

ginpia having lyn ¢alled to
¥

Randolph out of order? < In order, sir, taa correck

understanding of the suhject by the Housey it will be

.

proper to revisc his remarks, as” well us the eircum-
stances under which they were usheved into the

Houses 8Sir, every gentieman-has a right to be heard
on a subject fairly before the House, uftgr e Hones
has determined to consider #t. . But by a positive rule
of the House, deslared by the Speakemy no guestion
can be received until itis made @nd seconded, wng if
vequired reduccd to writing—snor afteritis reccived
can anyquestion be debated untilthe House lagree to
eonsider it. Therefore the reqnirin:: the quesiidh to
be made and seconded and committed to wWriting, is
perfectly a matter of right, and the atrempt to acgue
thé questionthus made and secoaded and gomunisted
to writing, before the Bmuse had arveed todeonsider

outof order.- But.sir, had it hivedbeey faivky before
noticed, had the House agreed tcfigasider - this case,
1, sifshonid contend that this gentlempan’s remarks
were themsclvesout of ordeé—have we not been de-
nounced as legislating under French influence? Yes
sir, we have. . ... \ 5 1 W '
M. Ravvoren called the gentleman to order.
He said hie had spoken hypoétheticaliy s he had said,
if war did take place, it would be confirmation strong
as proof from holy wiit of an undue French bias. ...
The SpEskER s3id that the question of arder sub-

rentleman from Virginia (Mr. R.) did or did not use
the words ascribed to him by theé gentléman from

Maryland - (Mr W) conveying .an_imputation of

French influence which (not having beenih the chair
he'could not decide.
gentleman did use such words ?aty were tighly im-
proper ;_if he did.not, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. W.) wasout of erder in attributing them tohim.

Mgz, WrrcuT quoted the words ufed by'Mr. Ran-
dolph, to which he contended his observation appli-
cable. » Sir, said he, couldthese remarks of the gen.

| tleman be in order 2 Tprotest against them ; they are

unfounded &s to myself, and I have no dogbt as toe-
very member of this House.. The, black catalogue

canin my judgment be at a; oss for just cause of war
and such a8 no independent natron ought &0 submit

ker had deelared should not be debated. . .+
* The SPEARER said-he did not. pergeive the ' ‘di-

congiary’ and he should fake the liberty to'go ‘into’s. “'a%';?z? to be speaking inexplanation of

shorfieXamination of its correctnéss  In support of i
it the chair had read thé following rule of the House,
rom.the printed ryles and orders: “.when+#a motion
is madeand seconded, it shall be stated by thespea-
ker. ‘or being in writing, it shall be l"um_ded_.‘tlii\‘I'.her‘4

y Cha?r‘. and read ﬁol“d‘ bﬂ the ﬂei‘k"'beﬁ)re" ed

Tt wa ﬁ-ﬁnl fertly, evident, Mr. G., shid, thatidll
mle-‘;'z’ ot apoly totheicase. Tb‘afﬁﬂe—:’ irect
conirse df proceeding when 2 motien is made and

condéd. - But in the éaseiunder considaratio

sad oily' expressed his_intentiol

. and. was offering to' the ‘house suel

e~

bservations as’
for 'in thebook of written miles

Mr. G. said, & preseriptive
ugifr..)‘ruj and. practice

- b«

Order \ L - \5{.
- Mr. WRIGHT continved. Siry 8
admire the: doetrine of ‘rectimination, ~nor

| Britishinfluence ; althengh we |
dies "iﬁlﬁ gmﬁﬂl }o@rﬂhm #hderstood  de-

niade o ebonded <Fhe gentiomin{l

i he judged proper m re. |1
is vight to adopt this course was not:

chargesthat honorable. ah with Deing us

ie the British Jicencé

.'3 '
\

L -n-u- Ity "R ¥ '} b ;

o

the House.

toned liberty. When I co

Speaker that he was out of orde#

e

o .
acigmand®
W
with thew ¢

it, was in direct violation of the rule, and therefore |

mitred invo}'\'cd amatter of fact, thatis, whether the

thehaving—at least tothos wligdo n

. JOHNS
. and n defence of the majority and of the House,
which never ought to b"e‘suf:'s
any individual, as it would be if the
‘pealwvas sanctioned By the House.
' Mr. MACON rose¢ to speak toithe
der. * He said he had no doubt the preseng deésion
of the Speaker was correct; but it was equally clear
tohim that his ' '

of wrongs gistained by the otifrages of Great Britain'
are such, that no man, pot devoted-to that naijon

Mr. RANDOLPH again called ‘the gentleman: to
uestion which the Spea- | session) he had’ doubted th
) aprevious determation of the Housd
a preposition, before it could be debated and:
But he was then informed :

ice of the Houge, gnd that usage he ha

med. - Whatever doubtd fic Had entertsin
of jts utility had bbem\'em’ov’m'u@éa

rect appiication of the gentleman’s remarks; but he |
usipg which he }nq before been Called' to

ol Yo nok
will <1

q‘_l,lgnt' exXp

. ;. pratice of 4

t{‘mm is '-no compulsior;_ in’ &.w
gentleman may or may  not offer

he motion aasthén read from the chair in the

ng wokds : : J
: M hat under existing circumstances it
is inexpedient tg resott to, war against G, Britain.”
. LPH #ésumed, having gsked and ob-
tained the assent of the Chair te his proceeding in

d if it were ifi order
ited to the House, to de-
d w consiuder it

X PEAKER siid he had not before adverted to
Miperalive termas of the rule which required a
vious question of considerati

e the person speaking @ his ancient, presérip-
B¢ had almost said constitutional) right of des .
ng his sentiments 1n some manner or other tg .
This privilege was the last vestag
‘Lhe liberty of speech enjoyed inthis House exc@
the a..bsuluf.e will of the majority. The_fﬁ@u&s
consideration itself was always of the natyine 6
vious question, and weat to take from smembiisd
this House that privi .
to exercise its power, viz. the privilege of effering
his sentiments, vand, if you will, his grieva ed B
the consideration of the House and the peoplés &
meanest béggar has & right to come here and
¥ grievances, and to be heard ; and yet a. @
of the House has 110 such right, except at the , aDGE
tute will of the majority. , If the decision be eghfiem."
efl, we shall have entirely departed from every, pr 1
ciple heretofore ‘respected in this Assembly and'}
mong those people from whom we sprung. It @
pears. to .me we have not gotten the old-fad
rone Ly mpare the liberty of speech
in the English Parliament with late usages here, I
 am struck with consternation, '
fonce, sir, had the honolrof being under the. fed
regune, in What was called ‘the reign of terrondsl
then enjoved the liberty of speech. 1 had a r%:ito'

lége, provided the House choose

1
Er
»

protest against the actyof the men in power. Ehese
g v"disc('WeriEs in'the onstructiof 'of the rulgsa '
were, huppily for the then minority unknown
and,unheard of. T Y ha.
sy was utteg

rule which rg

more. than ance to any questi
and great letme call him—Jsughed in derision at the
%even in the year ’98 was an ate

f the
e present Secretary of the Trea-

g That great man—

ent a man ffbm speaking at ‘all.

=g uvwng it ias come, in Under s new
_ wnew race. . Has 1t come to this, sir, that
merabers of this House shall grow grey in the service,
and mn proportion’to their experience become . igno-
runt of the rules praceeding, and receive the construce

tion of thern' fiom those who have never been familiar.
. Aftef having been 14 years on this
floor, isa mian to be told he knows nothing of the
rigles of gie Housey? .’

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to cofi-
fine his remaks to the questfon whethér or not the,
decision of the chair was correct. Priority of seat
on this floor, said the Speaker, gives to the senion
members of the House no'ri
are not equally entitled. . o

- Mr. R. said be only desired that the senior mem-
bers should have equal rights with the jdinior The
{decision of the chair, said he, I contend is incorrect
inso far as this : '
‘what wis called the freedomn of debate, which late
rules und late restfictions have taken awav. We are
in, danger of losing the liberty of speech entirelv. If
the decision of the chair be supported, it will indeed
be the last dyingg8
This was the only
e could, withautask
) tl::igsuell"t_u the House

| taken away, sir, a scat in
He couldomly say thafif the et b

Wy

that there. has heretofore existed

ch of the liberty ' of .8péech.
de left to a member:in’ which
@g permissionto doit, present

is House ﬁ “not- worth

“find favorin

T € B : ‘ ..\' 3
ON s in reply to Mr.slandolph

‘decision Was 2 WIong one..

- ¥

-

o b ¥ Xt ; ’ ; N
The SPEAKER said, that he would take the oc-
n:to remark that, at the commencement gf (he
¢ propriety of the rule re-

it B

‘tothe decision, requiring s 456ond 0 3
=gl teevived of e it
complaitit, M unéierstood it t be the estab- | Gi

-

e
ench MGG
iy & -, ;

4

) : y AL - ! T
§ Il . J Y

. :-. \"'in ppwu; ] .
o ) ~4ithe plage with which-he Was honered,, itwas

4
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ate its own prpoeedrnﬁ.

\

pleasupe no less than his duty to enforce, jas far,

¥

depended upon hin, the.rules which the Houst' of

{ Representatives in the exercise of this' consututional

gz::r had. thought proper te presctibe. He could
no interest but to.perform, with the utmost im-
partiality, this trust, andin doing it he should always
consult every source of information whigh was acccs-
sible to him. . o 8
. The quéstion was then taken onthe considergtinn
of the resolution, as heretofore stated, sad lost, 73
to 37 P~ e Hop
- & . .”. . e
. FROM THE OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,
4 O,Cjoué, P.M. ﬁ.‘ﬂ.’ 18, 1812,
The injunction of*secrecy wys aligit an hour =2go
removed trom the following Messa port or Ma-
nifesto and Act. Y L '

| et

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the -
, ; United . States. + .-
T communicate to Congres§ certiinidocuments, bee

7 a continuation of those heretofore laid before

& vooor 2l i ]
ANDOLPH appealed from this decision dfmem, on the,subject of our affairs with Great-Brituin.
He called the attention of the Hnu-se;. to
the fact.matt;hc operation of the decision for reducing ' of the war in which G- B. is engaged, and omitting
€amotion to writing and requiring a sécond, was to { '

Without going back beyond the fenewal in 1803

unrepaired wrongs of inferiof ‘magnitade, the con-
duct of her goverpment presents’s seres of acts hos-
ilegd the U.- S. asan iidepgndent and neutral nation.
ish criizers have been'in the continucd practice
Wiolating the American flag ohr the-great high way
. ns g.lmd of seizing a%? carryingg:&perﬁms su{
ng wnder it ; not indthe exercise: of a belligerent
founded on the law of natiohs nga.inst an enemy
But of 2 municipal prerogative over ' British subjects,
ritish jurisdictionis thius éxtended to fieutral vgsscls
uation where no laws can operate but the law
' the liws of the country te which the

g anda self-redress is assumed which
Ffish.subjects were wrongfully ; detsined and a~
'f- neérned, is that substitution of foree, for 4 re-

3 to' the: responsible sovereign, Which, falls within

i M
ot

L.

-

B e i 3 J I’ on Of war, Could the. seizure. Of Bl'it.ISh
“Subjecgiilh such casesbe regarded as within the exers
cise of Belligerent

A right, the acknowledged laws of
war, which forbi “s.éa.r_ticle of captured property to.
be adjudged without 3 regular investigation before a

#'competent tribunal, would imperio‘\#ly demand the
: g 1. fairest trial wheré the sacred rights of persons were at, .-
grief dnd. dismay. { issue. In place oﬁguch a trial, these rights aregube
eral

jected to the will ofevery petty commmander.

, The practice, . hence, is so far from affecting Bri
tish s ts alone, that, undershe pretextof sealth]
ing for'thiese, thousands'of Americancitizens, under
the safeguard of public law, .and of theif national flag.
havelbeen torn - from their country. and from everygt”
thing dear to them ; ‘have been drag on ‘bo

ptedt to be stopped in debate on the fships of war of a foreign nation, and exposed, nnder
ited that no member should: ap_cak-meveriﬁep of their discipline, to be exiled to the

‘most distant and deadly climes, torisk their lives in

the battles of their oppressors, and to be the melan.

ﬁdy instruments of taking away those of their own
B i . o 2! e kgl o

. Against the erving enormity, .which Great-Britdin

would be so prompt to avenge if committed againsg

hegself, the U. K. have in vain exhausted remonstran-

ght to which the junior

‘to the nation. I ‘this be.

jected to the capriee off
gentleman’s re- these predatopy measures, ‘they have bee

. -_" iy * i edaﬂinfgl' <
question.of or-.

AL 1 said ont of respect to lis friends
Piie e

't con-

sh Parliament., Asto the|her e:afiny proclaiming a gen!
ar- | Briti

'-_&Fd expostulations, And. that no prosf miglit be
ting of their'conciliatory dispositions, and no pre«
£xt left for a continance of the ice, the Britishr
government was formally assured of the readiness of
the U. 8, to enter into arrangements, siuch as cotld
not be rejec if the recovery of British subjgcts
were the real and the sole object. The communica- |
tion passed without effect.’ jorc . o - o T s
' British cruizers: ave béen in the practice also fof

violating the rights and the peace of our goasts. They
hover ovér and harrass our entering gnd departing
commerce:: To the most insulting pretensions they,
have added the miost’ lawless procegdings in our ve
ry harbors ; and have wadtonly spilt Americanblood
bwithin the sanctuary of jaur territorial\gurisdiction.
The principles. and rules enforced by that nidfion,
when a ifeutral nation,against armed vesséls of bel-
ligerents hoveting near.her coasts, and. disturbing
hér commerce, aré well known.!. ‘When called on,
| neverthicless,®by the U. 8. to®Punish the greater ofx
fences committed by her own vessels, her govem. #
mc-l]i has bestowed on their commianders tional

marks of honor and confidence. - . o) .. . o

- Under pretended blockades, wxdmt the presence

of ant' adequate foree, -, and sometimes without the «
cticability of applying one, .our commerce hag

been plundered in every .sea ; the great staples of

our country have been cut off from their ligitimate

mdrkets ; and, g,destructive blow aimed at our agri.

cultural and maritime inferests. ) ln amavaﬁon' of:

pm the’ dates pf their aotification ; ia
retrospective effegt being fhus.-:E:&, ~as Has: beesys
doné inother important cases to the unlawfulness. of
the course piirsue ;'.__‘_«A‘ﬂd,fq render t}iq outrage. the
more signal,; these moci _
rated and enforced in the face of official communicgs
tions from the British government, declating, as the
 true definition of a legal blockade *“ that particulas,
must be actually invested, and previous warme

-uf%g’uieii'w ¥essels bound to them, not. to epter.”;
. Notcontent with these occasional exp*z- fo
ral trade, the Cabinet of Greag -

laying Waste our net

Britain resorted, t.leagth, to'the sweeping system,

- of bl kﬁ:abee erthe name of Orders, in ¢ i
has v} . ¥ i

ch _has'beetti.
"Best stit its politic;
orthe ayidity of Britigh:e
+. T ougipemonst rances

tinj

isles, . at, a time when the 1
-engmy de.'md_;g_lofﬁg ﬁlhem- n

$a ) s
Whilst in ’ ‘ A

-

i b SR ey

et g —
el = g e
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mock, blockades have been reitea




